Knight’s tale
Issue IV, Volume III

December 2016

Faith Christian Academy

From Businessman to
Commander In Chief
By Kristina Montes

Get Your Epic Card Today!
By Tori Hammond

This year at
FCA, students and staff
are selling discount
cards called Epic Cards.
These cards are full of
special deals from different vendors, including some great restaurants. They give discounts, special offers,
and even free food; and
the best part is that they
only cost $10! They are
also great because they
last all the way through
November of 2017 and
each discount can be
used daily.
There are seventeen vendors on the
cards. Each place has a
specific item they give
away or a discount that
can be used there. Some
of the restaurants will
honor the coupon at all
locations and some require a specific location.

In past years,
FCA has done different
fundraisers, but this year
the school board voted
for the Epic Cards to try
something new.
Students are also
selling in groups, with
parents, at various places around Tucson like
the Tanque Verde Swap
Meet.
The office is
working on getting authorization to sell at other locations also. Little
Mexico, one of the vendors, has given us permission to sell in front
of the restaurant.
Students
and
parents can sign up
through the office to
help sell cards there.
If you would like
to purchase a card, just
ask any FCA student or
staff member!

The elections for
a new president in the
U.S. took place on November 8th.
Voters got to
choose between Donald
Trump, Hillary Clinton,
Gary Johnson, or Jill
Stein
Winning with a
total of 306 electoral
votes, Donald Trump
will be the upcoming
U.S. President.
Many citizens
were divided on whether
Donald Trump would be
the best man for the job
because he is a businessman and has a reality
television background,
in addition to having
said divisive remarks
during his campaign.
Ms. Judy shared
that she decided to vote
for Donald Trump because he was the “lesser
of two evils”.
“If you asked me
in May [who I was voting for], then I would
have said no way that I
would vote for him,” she
stated.
President-Elect

Trump has stated that he
hopes to make the following changes during
his term: increase work
opportunities,
oppose
using government funds
for abortion, and replace
Obamacare with a system called Health Savings Accounts (HSA).
HSA is a program that provides medical care tax-free and
offers a lower price for
health insurance.
Mrs. Osterbaan
mentioned before the
deciding vote occurred,
“He’ll do what is right,
and he seems to have an
idea where he wants to
lead America.”
As for former
U.S. Secretary of State
Hillary Clinton, she lost
with a total of 232 electoral votes.
Clinton has been
in politics for years and
has had many political
scandals throughout her
career and campaign.
That may have caused
her to be an unpopular
candidate.
(continued on Page 2)
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The Spirit Of Giving
By Myra LaRoque

The theme for
this month's spirit day
was pajamas. There
were many different
kinds of pajamas, including Snoopy, Supernatural, and Disney
themed.
The
challenge
started a few weeks before spirit day so that
everyone would have
time to bring in nonperishable food items.
Chocolate chips,
taco seasoning, and
marshmallows were also
collected for the missionaries in Africa because they can’t get
them in the area that
they live in. The seniors
are going to take these
items to them when they
go on their mission trip.
Team Emoji took
first place in this challenge with 188 points,
and the Panthers were
the runners up with 149
points.
Brianna said, “I
liked the challenge because it was going to a
good cause.”
Students
and
staff took a trip to
EHBC to deliver the donations and to see how
the food pantry works.
Pastor Ben spoke about
how it affects the community.
He specifically

mentioned one homeless
man that he has been
giving food to for four
years, and how he is
able to feed him spiritually as well.
The food pantry
is only full when people
donate to it. Most of the
time, it is less than half
full, as they are constantly giving out food.
Pastor Ben stated
that this was a good
thing, as they are not
looking for a stockpile,
but rather a steady flow
of donations and output
The busiest months for
the pantry and clothing
closet are August and
January because of the
school year starting and
after Christmas.
Along with food,
you can also donate to
the clothing closet at the
church, which works in
a similar way as the
food pantry. People can
come and get clothes
between 10:00am to
1:00 am on Thursdays.
EHBC is always accepting food and clothing
donations, and everything helps.
Mrs. Osterbaan
said, “I was pleased with
the number of nonperishable foods that
came in for the food
pantry and for the missionaries in Africa.”

Pastor Ben explains how the food pantry works (Photo by Mrs.
Laurel)

The Silver Sharpie Team sits in their comfy pajamas while they
tally up their points (Photo by Mrs. Laurel)

Election (continued)
Many Americans
believe that Clinton
should be locked up, or
jailed, because of the
wrong decisions and actions she made which
put American soldiers in
great danger.
The aftermath of
the elections included
protests and riots in

many major cities across
the United States The
stock market was expected to crash, but instead it rose.
Regardless, the
elections are over., and
Donald Trump has won.
He will become the U.S.
President on January 20,
2017.
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OPINION
Thanksgiving With
the Ried Family!
By Noah Ried

Thanksgiving is
a holiday where we
thank people for being
good friends and give
thanks to God for His
blessings and love.
This year my
family and friends came
to my house to have
Thanksgiving
dinner.
My grandpa came down
from Iowa and we also
had other family members from Tucson come
to our home.
The adults ate at
the dinner table and the

kids ate at a table outside near the fire. We
played the resistance
board game, and our
guests brought pie and
turkey.
I like Thanksgiving because it is a day to
give thanks. I am thankful for my family and
friends.
I am also thankful that God sent His son
Jesus to die for our sins,
so someday when I die I
can see both God and
Jesus in Heaven.

Oh, give thanks to the Lord, for He is
good! For His mercy endures forever.
Psalm 117:1 (NKJV)

Brianna having a great time being silly with her siblings at
Tucson Comic-Con (Photo from photo booth at event)

Tucson Comic-Con
Was A Blast!
By Brianna LaRoque

The
Tucson
Comic-con took place
November 4th-6th, 2016.
Comic-con is a convention that is “committed
to giving the people a
community-based pop
culture experience”, according to their website.
The mission statement
of the Tucson Comiccon is, “Pop Culture for
All”.
In the year of
2008, the Tucson Comic
-con was founded by
Mike Olivares. Around
500 people attended the
first Tucson convention.
The FCA students who went were
Myra, Marcos, Gabriel
T., and I.
I find comic-con
a very enjoyable event
because of all the great
booths and variety of
anime.
My
favorite
booth by far was the pin
booth because of the
awesome anime and
comics they carried on
pins. I also liked the
anime section because I
enjoyed seeing all the
costumes and being
around my fellow anime
-watchers.

I loved walking
around with my brother
and sister and seeing all
the great merchandise
and comics. We bought
a couple pins and anime
charms.
Marcos and Gabriel both commented
that they did everything
available and enjoyed it
very much.
Gabriel liked the
weapon booth that was
located in the middle of
the main area.
Marcos admired
the booths that had “cool
posters or pictures”.
I liked how all
the booths incorporated
several different anime
comics, books, manga,
and more into a safe
event to hang out and
relish. Gabriel mentioned that he liked the
variety because everyone had something that
they enjoyed there.
Marcos
said,
“There’s stuff there that
isn’t sold anywhere else
in Arizona.”
Everyone who
went this year stated that
they will definitely be
participating in next
year’s event.
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OPINION
Veterans’ Day: to Me anD My FaMily
By Brianna LaRoque

To me and my
family, Veterans Day is
very important. Our family has several veterans,
like my dad, who served
a four-year tour of duty.
To be honest, I
sometimes don’t remember or think about how
important this day is.
This year, I prayed for
and thought of the great
men and women who
fought for our country
and freedoms; people

like a family friend, Elizabeth.
Elizabeth has already graduated from
boot camp; now she is at
Fort Sam, Houston. She
is in the army to become
a combat medic. She is
such a strong and amazing woman. I am so
proud of her and would
like to do something as
noble is doing.
This holiday is a
day to set aside honor for

the men and women who
were, or currently are, in
service.
Many lost their
lives in making such a
honorable decision to
fight for our country and
freedoms.
I would like to
thank all veterans who
have fought for us and
have given their lives. I
also want to thank those
who are still in service.
Without these incredible

men and women, we
probably wouldn't be
here.
My dad said,
“Veterans Day to me has
always been a day that
reminds me of all my
fellow fallen brothers in
arms, and the ultimate
sacrifice they paid for
our freedom. And I feel
honored to have been
called by our Lord to
serve this great country
myself.”

Arizonans Refuse to Change Their Clocks!
By Sam Ledford

I don't know
about you, but I'm mad.
I'm enraged! I could go
give those people a piece
of my mind! Why am I
so upset, you ask? Well,
I'm angered because I
feel extremely left out.
Something worldwide is
happening, and Arizona
is completely left out!
Anyway,
my
point is that most of Arizona (I can't believe it.
Almost a whole state!) is
left out of this thing the
world calls “Daylight
Saving Time.”
The government
of Arizona had the

choice whether or not to
observe Daylight Saving
Time (DST), and they
chose not to.
The reason they
made
that
horrible
choice, was this: during
World War I, (1918)
DST was established in
the U.S. to save fuel.
Maricopa County
supervisors in Arizona
refused
to
change.
Therefore, in
1919,
Phoenix and the rest of
the state were on different time zones.
DST, in WWII,
was established again by
the U.S. government.

This time, most of Arizona resisted. It has been
like that ever since. DST
was first used in Canada,
in 1908, but Germany
was the first country to
participate as a whole.
Believe it or not,
Benjamin Franklin actually joked about waking
up earlier to save candle
usage. In his essay “An
Economical Project for
Diminishing the Cost of
Light”, he suggested,
although jokingly, that
Parisians start their days
earlier to take advantage
of the natural lighting.
Whenever I go on

a trip out of state, during
this time, I always get
messed up and forget to
set my clock back, and it
confuses me.
The reason behind DST is intelligent. I
think the government of
Arizona was being unintelligent when they refused to observe DST,
but that's my opinion.
Well I don't know
what to do, because I
still feel left out. If you
hear that I moved to Japan, or Ireland, or New
Zealand, or somewhere
where they do have DST,
don't be surprised!
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OPINION
Affordable Winter Concert Encourages
Believers To Share Their Faith
By Noah Ried

This year Winter
Jam was on November
11th, and took place at
Gila River Arena in
Glendale, AZ. If you
don’t know, it is a concert with Christian music and a speaker that is
put on every winter.
The FCA students that went were
Kristal, Yvonne, Gregg,
Kristina, Tyler Aracely,
Kadence, Lawson, and I.
The founder of
Winter Jam is a band
called Newsong. They
started this event in
1995. Winter Jam was
started to make an event
affordable to the public
in order to encourage
believers and share the
good news to nonbelievers.
Newsong’s main
goal in creating this
event is to minister to
others.
The artists that
performed were Matthew West, Crowder,
Britt Nicole, Red, Mandisa, Newsong, KB Tedashii, OBB, Sarah
Reeves, Steven Malcom,
and Tony Nolon.
Matthew West
brought up a young lady, during one of his

songs, from the audience
and gave her a devotional that he wrote to encourage her to read the
word of God.
My favorite song
that was played was
“Stronger” by Mandisa.
The song comes
from 1 Peter 5:10 which
says, “In his kindness
God called you to his
eternal glory by mean of
Jesus Christ. After you
have suffered a little
while, he will restore,
support, and strengthen
you, and he will place
you on a firm foundation.” (NLT)
I like this song
because it shows you
God love and power.
There was also
booth where you could
donate to children in
need through Hope International. You can
sponsor a child. It is
similar to Compassion
International, the agency
we use to support
Crislenny, except you
can also adopt a child.
Kristal said “I
enjoyed going to winter
jam and my favorite
singer was Matthew
West and I can't wait to
go next year.”

60lbs of Produce for Only $10!
By Kristal Starr Ried

POWWOW is a
youth fundraiser done at
my church, EHBC, every year.
POWWOW
stands for Produce On
Wheels With Out Waste.
Each box is sold
for $10, and has 60
pounds of fresh produce.
The types of produce
can include green beans,
tomatoes, watermelon,
squash, and cucumbers,
but varies each month,
depending on what is in
season.
EHBC’s Youth
Group gets $1 for every
box that is purchased.
Anyone that may
need volunteer time can
put in hours working the
POWWOW. The fundraiser is held from November to May (except
December), on the last
Saturday
of
every
month.
Mr. Frank, the
youth pastor at EHBC
said, “In 2015-16 Powwow [sic] season we
served 937 people in our
community for an [sic]

average of 156 per
month. Our youth group
is helping to distribute
fresh produce to many
families in need and I
am very proud of our
youth participation.”
FCA
Senior
Adrian usually comes at
6am to help Mr. Frank
and other church members set up the tables
and get the food from
the distributors.
Some jobs that
the youth kids can do
are, help people while
they go though the line,
take the food boxes out
to their cars, or hold
signs at the bottom of
the hill so others know
where the POWWOW is
held.
Usually
fruits
and vegetables are expensive, but this is great
way to get a lot of fresh
produce for just a $10
donation. We will be
selling all winter and
spring long. So come
stop by and get some
produce.

EHBC’s 2017 POW WOW Schedule
Saturday, January 28th (9:00am – 12:00pm)
Saturday, February 25th (9:00am – 12:00pm)
Saturday, March 25th (7:00am – 10:00am)
Saturday, April 22nd (7:00am – 10:00am)
Saturday, May 27th (6:00am – 9:00am)
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Photo Source:
Tucson Refugee
Missions Facebook
page

Tucson Refugee Missions Puts On Annual Thanksgiving Event!
By Yvonne Lara

On
Saturday,
November 19th, the
Rieds, Ledfords, and I
went to serve others with
an organization called
Tucson Refugee Missions (TRM) at Amphi
High School. Thanksgiving dinner was served,
and there were several
great activities for the
kids to enjoy. We served
about 300 refugee families. We got involved
through Mrs. Bonnie,
who volunteered last
year and invited the
church to come help out
this year.
I really liked the
entire experience, but
my favorite part was
dancing to different
songs with the kids. We
showed them different

dance moves to songs
like “This Land Is Your
Land”, and many other
thanksgiving songs. I
also really enjoyed interacting with all the wonderful children. Although I didn’t get to
help serve dinner, because they had so many
volunteers, I enjoyed
doing the little things.
Sometimes the little
things count the most. I
think they really show
people how much you
care.
Mrs. Misty, Mrs.
Bonnie Ledford, and I
got to the event early so
that we could invite people from the neighborhood. We walked across
the street from the high
school to the refugee

community apartments.
While inviting people to
the event, we met a family from Kabul. They
were very welcoming
and invited us to come
inside and visit for a little while.
One of the little
girls who we invited put
on a beautiful Afghan
dress, but ended up
changing because she
wanted to look American. Her brother showed
us a video of their
younger brother doing a
cultural dance. I thought
that was really neat to
see.
It was incredible
to see all the people from
different countries. I
found it very inspiring to
see all the smiles on the

children's faces, even
though they don’t have a
lot. It reminded me of
how much we take for
granted here in America.
A lot of the people have
had very hard lives, and
are thankful to have
come to America.
Sam said, "I enjoyed being able to help
and do God's will, and to
show Gods love to all
the different refugees."
Mrs. Misty said,
"I really enjoyed exposing my kids to the refugee ministry and a different way of life in the
US."
Join us next year
to serve people from all
over the world and show
them Jesus's love by caring for them.
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November Babies
By Kristal Starr Ried

This
month,
Adrian’s birthday is on
the 6th, Gustavo’s is on
the 11th, and Yvonne’s is
on the 29th.
Adrian had his
birthday party on the
12th. He turned eighteen.
For gifts, he got a
toolbox, a board game,
and a gift card to Starbucks. He looks up to
his mentor Adam because he shows him
what it means to be a
man who trust in God.
In his free time, Adrian
likes to repair and build
things with his friends.
His favorite color is royal blue.
Gustavo enjoyed
time alone at his house
for his birthday. He
turned fourteen this
year. He received a
backpack and some ear-

phones. Gustavo said
that he admires his dad
because he does a lot of
good things. In his free
time, he reads and sometimes plays or studies.
His favorite color is
green.
Yvonne enjoyed
a nice lasagna dinner
with her family to celebrate
her
birthday.
Yvonne turned seventeen. Yvonne looks up
to her mentor, Alyx, because she's a true example of what a walk with
Christ should look like.
In her free time, she
writes and read.
“I want to attend
Word of Life Bible Institute one of the things I
am considering is being
a missionary writer or
Biblical counselor,” she
said.

Adrian, Yvonne, and Gustavo pose for their birthday picture
(Photo by Kristal Starr Ried)

Adrian, Marcos, Matthew, Sam, Yvonne, and Kristina perform
heart-rending drama at EHBC (Photo by Tori Hammond)

FCA Seniors Need Your Prayers!
By Tori Hammond

Sunday, October
9th, at Enchanted Hills
Baptist Church (EHBC),
some of the students
from FCA shared about
the senior mission trip
and performed a drama
during the service.
The service began as usual, and then
seniors Matthew and
Pedro spoke about what
they would be doing on
the trip and how the
church could help them.
There was also a
power point presentation
showing pictures of the
missionaries they will be
staying with, as well as
a map of where they are
going.
They
also
showed animals and
food from the village.
“I liked that a lot
of people from the
school came to our
church,” said Noah, who
attends EHBC regularly.

After the seniors
finished, the students
performed an inspiring
drama to “Everything”
by Lifehouse.
The drama was
about a girl who has a
close relationship with
Jesus, but all the temptations of the world are
trying to pull her away
from Him. There were
many characters to portray life struggles such
as greed, beauty, alcoholism, love, and selfharm. They all try to get
her to come to them and
pressure her to leave
Jesus. In the end, as she
is trying to escape, Jesus
holds them all back and
saves the girl.
Kristina,
who
plays the girl, says, “It
was really inspiring to
see how our skit affected others in our church.”
(continued on Page 8)
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What Are We Up To Now?
By Sam Ledford

This
month,
there are many different
things going on in class.
This article will feature
Mrs. McKinnon's Consumer Science class,
Ms. Misty's Theology
class, Mrs. Osterbaan's B
iology
class,
and
Ms. Leisa's Art class.
From the center
of home economics,
Alanna and Jasmine,
seventh graders, were
asked what they liked
about what they are currently doing in class,
food preparations.
Alanna said, “I
liked the food,” and Jasmine said, “I liked making the food.”
Both
seventh
graders found eating the
food exciting, but Jasmine also found doing
the work sensational.
Mrs. Osterbaan's
Biology class just dissected a sheep brain.
“We were discussing the nervous system, and the brain is part
of the nervous system.
They were a little tentative at first, but then
they all got into it,” she
said.
Mrs. Osterbaan
really enjoyed it, and
she said that she found it
quite interesting because
it was the first brain she

has “played with.”
Gabriel T. said
that he thought dissecting the sheep brain was
incredibly interesting,
and that it is the most
exciting they have done
in Biology this month.
Ms. Misty’s theology class has been discussing creation and the
providence of God, but
they also know when to
stop and have some fun.
They
recently
used class time to
watch Veggie Tales: The
Ballad of Little Joe.
Ms. Misty says
she had her class watch
it “Because it actually
went along with the
providence of God, and
how God uses evil
things to bring about
good.”
“I find it challenging, not hard. It
helps
me
further
my knowledge of God,”
said Yvonne.
Ms. Leisa’s art
class has been crocheting, and she loves doing it here, because she
also does it at home.
Lawson, one of
her pupils, enjoys it as
well.
“It’s fun and it,
in my opinion, is active,
or at least with your
hands,” he said.

Family & Consumer Science students proudly show off their
pies! (Photo by Mrs. Laurel)

Mission Presentations (continued)
Many
people
were impacted “because
it shows how Jesus wins
you back from every
temptation,” said Sam,
who represented the pull
of alcoholism.
Everyone who
went was very touched
and impressed with all
that was presented.
Mrs.
Timblin
said, “[The] ‘Everything
Skit’ is a fantastic drama
showing how the world
can come into our lives
and pull us from Christ.
It also shows very clearly how Christ is always
there waiting and want-

ing us to return to him.”
On
November
6th, the team went to the
Northwest Community
of Friends and shared
the presentation. Their
last presentation was at
GracePointe Church on
November 27th.
The students are
reaching out to these
churches so that people
can prayerfully support
them while they are in
another country witnessing and helping others.
Pedro says, “It is
a great way to show
what we are doing and a
great opportunity.”
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