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Hungry, Hungry Superheroes
By Noah Ried

Spirit Day is a
school activity that Mrs.
Osterbaan puts together
every month. For the
month of September, the
theme was Superhero
Day. Most of the students and staff were
dressed as interesting
Superheroes, and the
Spirit Day challenge
was Live Hungry Hippos, with humans as the
“hippos”.
In the Hungry
Hippo challenge, the
hippo rode around on a

creeper, while somebody else held their legs
and
pushed
them
around. The hippo had
to use an upside down
basket to “eat” or capture all the plastic balls
that were rolling around
everywhere. The point
of the game was to eat
as many balls as possible in two minutes.
Every team had
three turns to retrieve
the balls, and three
teams went at a time.
(continued on Page 7)

Mrs. Judy watches the excitement of the Panthers
and Silver Sharpies battling in live version of
Hungry, Hungry Hippos (Photo by Mrs. Laurel)

Welcome, Gustavo!
By Yvonne Lara

FCA
recently
received a new student
named Gustavo Carmona on September, 8th
2016. He and his family
are from Sonora, Mexico. He speaks very little
English, but understands
a lot. Everyone has been
helping him adjust to
this new school and the
different culture.
Gustavo's favorite food is spaghetti and
is favorite color is purple. His favorite subject
in school is math and in
his free time, he likes to
read.
Gustavo
says,
“Something that I like
about this school is how

the teachers teach you.”
He does not have anything he dislikes about
the school. He also says,
“I don’t miss much from
Mexico.”
Gustavo is funny
and very nice; all the
students seem to enjoy
his company, and do a
good job at helping him
with whatever questions
he may have.
“Gustavo is an
excellent student. He
always tries his best in
PE class and is a very
good baseball player. He
is definitely a team player and gets along well
with his classmates”
said Miss Jessica.

Page 2

Issue II, Volume III

Birthdays, Birthdays, Birthdays!
By Gabbana Madrid and Victoria Hammond

(Editor’s Note: We
apologize for the omission of this article in
last month’s issue.
While
school
was out and everyone
was having fun, some
people were celebrating
their birthdays! During
the months of June, July,
and August there were
nine birthdays.
One of them was
Victoria's birthday. For
her birthday, she ate
cake and ice-cream and
went to the Tucson Mall
after school. Her favorite present was a Michael Kors bag. Victoria
said she wants to do the
same thing next year.
The next birth-

day was Sam's. For his
birthday, he went paintballing in Mexico with
his dad and friends. His
favorite gift was his
camouflage Vans hat.
His favorite color is
brick red or maroon and
he loves The Lord of the
Rings trilogy.
Hannah celebrated her birthday by
spending the day at her
pool and eating at Olive
Garden with her family.
Her favorite present was
her 21 Pilots shirt.
Jasmine
also
swam and ate at Olive
Garden. She enjoyed
spending a lot of time
with her family. Jasmine
said she likes watching
(continued on Page 3)

From left to right: Hannah, Jasmine, Tori, Marcos,
Gabriel E., Lawson, Fabian, Sam (Photo by Kristal)

This September
at FCA there were only
two birthdays.
The first birthday of the month was
Shelby’s. For her birthday, she went to a lockin at her church and
stayed the night there.
The presents she
liked the most were gift
cards to her favorite
store, Rue 21. She ate
cheesecake and hung out
with her family.
Some of her hobbies are gymnastics,
playing video games,
and reading. Her favorite book series is Harry
Potter.
Shelby's biggest
role model is her mom
because, “She taught me
I can do anything by surviving cancer.”
Next was Gabriel
T.'s birthday. On his
birthday he stayed home

and had a Fame Night
(food and game night)
with his family and
friends.
He said, “I am
very glad I got to see a
lot of my friends and
play
some
group
games.”
Gabriel’s favorite gift that he received
was a new journaling
Bible from his parents.
Gabriel is very
grateful that he is loved
by others and that God is
the same today, tomorrow, and always.
When he has
time, he likes to play
video games and hang
out with friends.
The most influential people in his life
are his youth pastors and
leaders because they encourage him to make
good choices and go
down the right path.
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Fundraisers: At A Glance
By Kristal Starr Ried

The fundraisers
at FCA are fun and
sometimes even competitive.
A fundraiser the
school did last year for
the first time is Warm
Fuzzies, which is a cute
and creative way to help
support Crislenny.
Another
big
fundraiser FCA does
every year is FCA
STYLE, which is where
the whole school, as well
as the board members,
put together a dinner and
a show. It is one of the
biggest fundraisers of the
year.
One of the other
fundraisers FCA does
multiple times a year are

rummage sales. These
are basically big yard
sales held on school
grounds.
A new fundraiser FCA is doing this year
is the Epic Fundraiser
Cards which can give
you good prices and discounts for certain restaurants. This card will be
$10. You can use it ever
day if you want. These
cards will be good for 13
months. Some restaurants this card will work
for are McDonalds,
KFC, Applebee’s, and
Dairy Queen.
Mrs.
Timblin
said, “I think the epic
cards are going to be a
great fundraiser for FCA

Birthdays (continued)
YouTube videos.
Gabriel went to
Pine Top where his parents rented a cabin for
two days. This year he
turned twelve. His favorite part of the trip
was when he got to go to
a family fun park, where
they had go-karts. He
likes to spend his time
playing Minecraft.
One of FCA’s
new students, Lawson,
celebrated his birthday
going tubing down the
Salt Lake River with his
friends Noah and Gregg.
In his free time, Lawson

loves building things.
Marcos celebrated his birthday by going
to Funtasticks with a
couple of friends. His
favorite gift was a Nintendo gift card. He enjoys playing the piano
and gaming.
Marcos
said,
“My birthday was a lot
of fun!”
Fabian celebrated his 13th birthday by
eating cake with his
family. In his free time,
he likes playing video
games like Plants VS.
Zombies.

because families will be
able to save themselves
lots of money while raising funds for the
school.”
The
second
fundraiser happening in
October will be the Family Fun Night at Spectrum's Peter Piper Pizza
(5385 S. Calle Santa
Cruz). The school will
receive 15% of the profits, as long as the customer presents a flyer. If
FCA brings in more than
$2500 worth of business,
the school then we will
get 20%. All FCA students get five free tokens
with any purchase. This
event will be on October
6th from 5-8pm.

Another fundraiser happening currently
until December is hot
lunch. Profits will go to
the 12th graders mission
trip. They will be going
on a mission trip to Africa from December 29thJanuary 20th.
For more information about the trip,
refer to the article on
Page 8.
The profits of all
these fundraisers, except
Warm Fuzzies, will go to
general needs of the
school.
Remember,
if
you have an idea for a
fundraiser, you can make
a suggestion to Mrs.
Timblin.

Weekly Lunches Are Big Hit!
By Sam Ledford

This year at
Faith Christian Academy, hot lunch will be an
option every Thursday.
Every week, to
receive hot lunch, you
have to pay the cost
($4.00 for homemade
meals or $1.00 per pizza
slice) by the preceding
Wednesday.
Each week alternates pizza and homemade meals, so that
there is a variety of food

each week. Drinks are
fifty cents In the Snack
Shack and must be purchased separately.
Tori said that she
likes hot lunch because
it's already prepared.
She likes that it is easy,
and that she does not
have to pack a lunch.
The school has
been hosting hot lunches
for a few years, but this
year, the reason is
(continued on Page 6)
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OPINION
In Need of a Personal Companion?
Get a Twin Today!
By Myra LaRoque

Brianna (left) and Myra (right) show their goofy
sides for the camera (Photo by Victoria)

Is Being Alone Bringing You Down?
Get Your Own Personal Twin!
By Brianna LaRoque

Life as a twin is
awesome and there is
never a dull moment.
To support this, I
have two siblings, my
twin and my brother.
My birthday is
on January 7th and I am
the youngest in my family. My twin is 30 seconds older than me, but
most people think I am
older due to my height.
Most people can
tell us apart because we
are fraternal (not identical). We are quite different and it's evident how.
Myra wears glasses, is

left-handed and leftfooted.
Meanwhile, I am
right-handed, have no
need to wear glasses,
and am right-footed.
There are also several
other major differences
in our facial features.
Some experiences that my twin and I
have had that just utterly
freak us out are saying
at least two sentences at
the exact same time,
reading each others’
minds, and looking at
each other with that look
(continued on Page 5)

What is being a
twin like? Being a twin
has its peaks and valleys. My twin Brianna
and I have a great bond
that nobody can break. I
love being a twin because I can be myself
around her and talk
about stupid stuff and
we can laugh about it
together. Even though
we are really different in
many ways, we have the
same interests in many
things.
It is really nice to
have somebody beside
you through the tough
times. She and I cry together, then I start
laughing which makes
her laugh and we feel
better. It is awesome
that we can help each
other with homework,
and we also help each
other with advice.
She
knows
things
nobody else

knows about me. She
knows if I am feeling
melancholy when nobody else does. We both
think the same things at
the same time on a regular basis. We even say
full sentences at the
same time.
At home I am
more like the mom;
when we are at school
she acts more like the
mom.
Sometimes she
can get irksome because
she can hold stuff
against sometimes. If
she wants me to do
something, she will
bring up something that
happened a long time
ago to try to persuade
me.
Even so, I would
have to say I have an
unbreakable friendship
with my twin even
through the ups and
downs.

#TWINNING

Issue II, Volume III

Page 5

OPINION
I Love Being New!
By Armani K. Martinez

Being a new student is cool. Something
different
about
this
school is that there is no
bullying here. At my old
school, I saw a lot of
bullying.
It's easier to
make friends here because they don't tease
other people, and because there are no stereotypes between groups.
I like being a new stu-

dent because you get to
experience
something
different.
When you have
already been at a school
for some time, you don’t
get to experience that
same “new” feeling.
I think it’s amazing to be a new student
because you see fresh
faces and other people.
I also enjoy it
because you never know

if you will talk to someone you’ve never met
before. You could end
up having something in
common and stay friends
for a long time.
Wouldn't you just
love the feeling of having a new friend that you
are getting to know a lot
about? I know I would.
I love how everybody at FCA are all
friends with each other,

even though they are all
in different grades.
The teachers here
are easier to talk to. I
feel safe because there
are monitors that stay
outside with you, during
lunch break.
Also always remember, never judge a
book by its cover. That’s
my experience as a new
student at a lovely
school called FCA.

Brianna: Being A Twin (continued)
that explains exactly
what you are thinking.
One example of
this is: one time my
family and I were sitting
in the living room
watching TV, when my
dad asked me and Myra
how camp went.
We said the
same answer at the same
exact time. In the middle
of answering we looked
at each other and
freaked out but still finished our sentences at
the same time.
Basically, I am
with my sister 24/7. I
stay by her side at all
times. As a matter of
fact, I think we will be

friends our whole lives;
well, at least I hope we
will. I love my sister and
my brother so much. I
highly doubt that I
would be the same without them.
It isn’t that bad
sharing a birthday. I
actually enjoy it. One
reason why it isn’t that
horrible is because my
twin and I partake in the
same hobbies and interests like anime, sports,
and much more.
Also, like I said
before, I love my sister;
so it won’t be that hard
to share something like a
birthday with a person
that you love.

Armani working on Spirit Day poster with her new
classmates and friends (Photo by Sam)
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Hot Lunch (continued)
different. The funds have
gone to the end of the
year party in previous
years, and will still be
the case December.
From now until
to December, all the
funds raised from hot
lunch will go towards
supporting the two seniors so they can go to
Africa on a mission trip.
If you want to
provide hot lunch, sign
up at the info table or
talk to Miss Jessica.

Family members can
volunteer to cook a meal
(at home or using FCA
kitchen) or pick up Little
Caesar’s pizza.
Time spent preparing or picking up
food can count towards
volunteer hours, and all
money spent can be reimbursed in the office.
All proceeds will go to
the mission trip.
The school has
had a great response in
the first month of doing

these lunches, raising
over $200 in September
alone.
“I enjoy doing it
because it’s for a good
cause. Not only is it a
convenience for the students and teachers, but
it’s an easy fundraiser
for the mission trip. Everyone benefits really,”
said Miss Jessica.
Hot lunches are a
good way of raising
money, and it does not
take much to cook a

meal, whether at your
home, or at school, or if
you pick up a few pizzas
at Little Caesar’s. It is
greatly appreciated by
everyone at FCA. This is
a fast and easy way to
help the senior students
share the word of Christ
and what that means!
“...and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends
of the earth.” Acts 1:8b

Dollar For Dollar Tax Credit: All You Need To Know!
By Brianna LaRoque

What is tax credit? In Mrs. Timblin’s
words, a tax credit is, “a
designation of your state
taxes to a student or
school of your choice for
a dollar-for-dollar credit
on your taxes.”
A Tax credit is
completely
different
from a tax deduction not
only because of the way
you claim it on your taxes, but also because Tax
Credit dollars can only
be used for tuition. For a
Tax credit you designate
and give an amount of
money to the school/
student of your choice.
You will receive
a receipt for the amount
of money you give. You
then use the receipt when
you pay your taxes. This

really makes a difference
in the overall balance of
taxes you pay, because
the amount of money
that you designate to the
school or student will be
subtracted from the original total taxes you owe.
Tax deduction,
on the other hand, is
when you get a percentage taken off the total
amount that you need to
pay for taxes.
You may designate your state taxes for
a dollar-for-dollar Tax
Credit (which helps a
student with their tuition) through a State Tax
Organization.
Some of the main
ones that FCA is connected with are: Institute
for Better Education

(IBE), Christian Scholarship Fund of Arizona
(CSFA), Arizona Christian School Tuition Organization
(ACSTO),
Arizona School Choice
Trust (ASCT) and Arizona Tuition Connection
(ATC). You can find
these STO’s at the following websites:
www.ibescholarships.org
www.csf-az.org,
www.acsto.org,
www.asct.org,
http://
arizonatuitonconnection.com.
Specific
questions and directions for
how to donate are found
on each website.
Where does your
dollar-for-dollar
Tax
Credit designation go? In

the case of Tax Credit all
funds must go to a student’s tuition.
As the person
donating, you can choose
to name a specific student who has applied, or
you can name a school,
like FCA, and the school
will choose a student in
need.
If you indicate
that you would like to
designate your money to
a student, this money
would go towards paying
their tuition. You then
would receive the receipt
needed to take an
amount off of your taxes.
For more information, you may speak
to Mrs. Timblin or call
any of the State Tax organizations listed above.
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Spirit Day (continued)
The Sleepy Scholar Zoo
won first place, and
Team Justice came in
second.
Kayla, who is on
the winning team, said,
“I liked that everybody
was dressed differently
and creatively, and I
liked how much fun the
Hungry Hippo challenge
was.”
Lawson dressed
up as Jesus, Jasmine was

Spidergirl. Kristal was
Storm from X-Men, and
Gabriel T. dressed as the
Hulk. Kayla was Catwoman, and Kristina
was Batman.
“It was fun to
watch the human hippos
capturing the balls. I
thinks the Superhero
costumes were creative,
and I especially liked
Kristina's and Kayla's,”
said Mrs. Judy.

Have fun during Fall Break!

Tori and Kristal work together to classify minerals
(Photo by Mrs. Osterbaan)

What’s Going On In Class?
By Kristal Starr Ried

First quarter is
almost over and classes
have been off to a great
start!
In Science class,
the 6th graders are learning from the health book.
Which helps them learn
about their bodies and
how to be safe. The 7th
graders are learning
about the body systems.
Earth
Science
students are learning
about minerals. They
also just spent two days
classifying minerals.
Biology class is
learning about plants and
their parts. They recently
dissected some flowers,
including roses, lilies,
and others.

Gabriel T. said,
“Every time we dissect
flowers or other such
things I learn something
new.”
Family and Consumer Science students
are learning about appliances used in the kitchen. One of their assignments was to find or create their own a recipe
and make it from
scratch.
Kadence
made
sugar cookies. She used
one recipe she found for
the cookies and a different one for the icing.
Kadence enjoyed this
project because she had
complete control of her
kitchen.

“I think it was
amazing and terribly
fun,” said Kadence.
The art class is
working on drawing exactly what they see, rather than what they think
they see. They will be
moving on to shading
soon. Last month they
practiced writing in cursive. This is the first time
Mrs. Leisa has taught
cursive in art at this
school.
She chose to do
this because, “I don't believe the elementary
schools are teaching it or
at least that's what I've
been told, plus there’s
scientific proof that it
helps in the students

learning process.”
The high school
Bible class is learning
theology this year. Theology is basically the
study of the Christian
faith and the Bible. This
month they are learning
about the three arguments that can be used to
support your faith: The
Argument from Design,
The First Cause Argument, and The Ontological Argument.
Myra said, “I
think that out of all my
other Bible classes, theology goes deeper than
the others.”
It seems all the
classes are enjoying this
year thus far.
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Help Spread God’s Word In Africa
By Kristina Montes

This year, FCA is
doing their very first
school-sponsored senior
mission trip. The seniors
at FCA and the Bible
teacher are going to Côte
d'Ivoire, West Africa.
This trip is going
to begin on December
29th, 2016 and will go
until January 20th, 2017.
FCA’s mission group
that is going will include
the following people:
Mrs. Misty, Pedro, Matthew, and possibly another parent.
To go on this
mission trip it's going to
cost $2,3OO dollars per
person, which covers the
following:
passport,
plane tickets, and out-ofcountry expenses.
FCA's
mission
group is going to spread
the gospel in many ways,
including the following:
during Sunday services,
village outreach, street
evangelism, and Bible

school. They will also
get the opportunity to
help out with the music.
The missionary
family they are going to
be staying with, Mr. and
Mrs. Cuthbertson, is related to Mrs. Timblin.
They have been
in West Africa for the
past 27 years, spreading
the gospel in their community and watching the
villages grow spiritually.
Matthew said that
he is, “excited to go and
get deeper in the mission
field and work with my
cousins. I don’t get to
see them much so this is
super exciting for me! I
expect to grow in my
faith as I share God’s
love. God is preparing
me for this mission trip
by giving me more responsibility and by helping me get better at sharing God’s word.”
Pedro's goal on
this mission trip is, “to

Think Pink!
October Is Breast
Cancer Awareness
Month

go out and do God's will
by serving and showing
His love.” Something
that he expects is, “that
I’ll grow in my faith, and
that God will use me to
make a difference in
people’s lives. I would
like to be more wise considering the use of my
time and resources for
serving in God's mission
field.”
Mrs. Misty Ried
is the high school Bible
teacher at FCA, and is
going to be one of the
chaperones escorting the
students on this missionary journey.
Mrs. Misty said
that her goal for the mission trip is to show the
students how desperately
the world needs Christ.
During this trip
she hopes that “We will
all be impacted by how
much the world needs
Jesus. And I also think
that we will be exposed

to people and situations
that are culturally shocking to us and learn that
other people live differently than Americans.”
She also hopes to
be more bold with sharing the gospel after completing this missions trip.
Some of the
fundraisers that FCA is
doing for this mission
trip are hot lunches and
the clothing drive. Other
fundraisers, such as bake
sales, may also take
place in November.
You can help
fund this trip by sending
a check to FCA with
“senior missions trip” in
the memo line or by donating online at: http://
fcaseniors.wixsite.com/
senioroutreach.
Another way to
help is through constant
prayer for the trip and
those going. All your
efforts are greatly appreciated.
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