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Journey to Bethlehem
with Fair Oaks UMC!
The season of Advent is a special season of preparation and
anticipation for the coming of Christ into our lives. This year,
our theme for Advent is “Journey to Bethlehem.” Here are
some ways you can join us on our journey through the Advent
Season at Fair Oaks United Methodist Church:

Chancel Choir Advent Concert
Come support your choir this Advent Season at
our annual, free Advent Concert on Saturday,
December 10th at 6:00p.m. in the sanctuary.
This year, our Chancel Choir, joined by voices from
the Korean Congregation, will perform Pepper
Choplin's lovely Lead Me Back to Bethlehem. This
concert is a joyful way to embrace the spirit of
Christmas. Bring the whole family and your
friends! The concert will conclude with a fun bit of
caroling. Cookies, coffee and juice will follow! Join
us.

December 24th – Christmas Eve Services
Our early service at 6:00pm is especially
“family friendly,” with lots of Christmas
carols and the ancient story brought to life in
drama for kids. It’s shorter and busy while
still sacred – squirmy kids fit in well. Our late
service at 9:00pm features the traditional
“lessons and carols” with scripture, carols,
candle-lighting and Holy Communion.

Fair Oaks United Methodist Church
9849 Fair Oaks Blvd., Fair Oaks, CA 95628 | 916.961.6631 | www.fairoaksumc.org
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“Our Advent Journey Together” By Pastor Jeong Park
The term ‘Advent’ originates from the Latin word, Adventus, meaning “Coming.” God is coming
down to meet us in this special season. What an exciting time we will share as we wait for our Messiah’s
encounter with us! Advent is not a season of ‘passively’ waiting for Christ’s arrival, but it is an ‘exciting’
season where we prepare to meet our Messiah as he arrives in our time of need.
Last year, my parents traveled here from over five thousand miles from South Korea to see my baby,
Jacob, when he was born on the day after Thanksgiving. I remember that we were ‘anxiously’ counting the
months, weeks and days for their arrival because we were excited not only for my parents’ coming but
also for the baby’s arrival in our life.
In this special season of life, I’d like to invite you to join us on a special Advent journey together!
Let’s imagine that we will be traveling back two thousand years ago from Nazareth to Bethlehem to meet
our new born King, Jesus Christ. How exciting this trip will be! During the Advent season, we will
journey together to witness our new Messiah’s arrival in hope, love, joy and peace.

The First Sunday in Advent (Nov. 27th): “Preparing” (Hope)
"Do not be afraid."
The Second Sunday in Advent (Dec.4th): “Longing” (Love)
"God is with us."
The Third Sunday in Advent (Dec.11th): “Rejoicing” (Joy)
"Blessed are you among women!"
The Fourth Sunday in Advent (Dec.18th): “Serving” (Peace)
"There was no place for them in the inn."
Christmas Sunday (Dec. 25th):
"I am bringing you good news of great joy for all the people."
I hope this Advent season will be also a special journey for you to see your Messiah with us!

Page 3

Thanks
Thank you to Lynn
Phinney for his
excellent sermon on
Laity Sunday. HUGE
THANKS to our
church office
volunteers who are
the best!! Thank you
to Ruby Wicker &
Diane Sommers for
working on our
attendance records in
the church office.
Thanks to Nancy
Edwards for folding
and sending out
November’s newsletter
and for Nancy
Klanjac for collating it.
A BIG thanks to our
Endowment
Committee for such a
great Legacy Sunday.

The Preschool Staff
thanks all of you who
came out to share a
meal at Fresh Choice,
raising funds for LMS.
Thanks to Nancy
Klanjac for shopping for
our kitchen supplies.
Thanks to Karlene
Brown for defrosting the
freezer in the church
kitchen. Many thanks to
Gloria Phinney for
purchasing new pitchers
for events and for
volunteering to take the
minutes for the Church
Charge Conference.
Thank you to Margo
Williams, Gloria
Phinney, Ellen Couch,
Norma Bennett,
Nancy Klanjac,

Karenza
Hatfield
and Mary
Ellen Milne
for bringing
in pies for
the preschool
Thanksgiving
Program and
thanks to all of you who
attended the event!
Thanks to Michael
Schwagerus for
preparing the sound
system for the
preschool. Thanks to all
who came out for our
Advent Gathering and
many thanks to our
Worship Committee.
The sanctuary is lovely
and festive!

Prayer Requests
Congratulations to Holly
Klaman & Justin Kennedy on their
recent engagement. We pray for a
lifetime of love for the happy couple!
We celebrate Nancy Klanjac’s
upcoming surgery for a cochlear
implant to improve her hearing.
We keep the Moran family in our
prayers during this difficult time.
Please do not contact Jakie or her
family.
We pray for healing for Jewel
Gilmore who is recovering from a
fall, for Katy Houghton who is
healing from surgery, for Mary

McCollum whose sister-in-law
recently passed away and for Barbara
Sims’ daughter- in- law, Renee, who
is battling cancer.
We pray for Bill Randolph who is
serving in the military in Afghanistan.
Keep Amy and Laura in your prayers
as well.
Do you have prayer requests? Call or
email Nancy Klanjac (nanklan1@aol.com;
967-5427), so the members of our prayer chain
can pray for you, or call or email the church
office (961- 6631) to have your requests printed
in the Acorn.
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Stockings for Loaves & Fishes
Fair Oaks UMC will once again stuff Christmas stockings for the
guests at Loaves and Fishes. These stockings contain useful necessities
for people living on the streets. Because of the current economy, the
needs of our community are greater than in recent holidays. Please add
a few of the items below to your holiday shopping list and deliver them
to the church.
Sign-up sheets to help us track the supplies will be available in the
narthex beginning Sunday, November 27th (or from the church office
before that). All supplies must be received at the church office by
noon on Saturday, December 10th – at the latest!!! Thank you for
your support of this ministry of compassion! Here are the items we will
be collecting:
•

stockings (approximate size: 14-16 inches long and 6-8 inches wide)

•

McDonald's $5.00 Gift Certificate Books or gift cards & a deck of cards

•

One pair of new socks, one size fits all

•

One set of stretch/knit hat and gloves

•

Disposable razors & travel-size lotions or Vaseline

•

A pair of shoelaces & Toothbrush and toothpaste

Children & Youth
“Stuffing of the Stocking” Event
Saturday, December 10th at 1pm
Kids of all ages are invited to come assemble the stockings for Loaves
and Fishes with Bria! We will have snacks, stuff the stockings and end the
afternoon with holiday games and cookie decorating. Join us!
**If you would like to bake some sugar cookies for the kids to
decorate, please see the sign up sheet in the narthex!
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Streets Closed for the
California International Marathon
Sunday, Dec. 4th
Due to the California International Marathon, a few
intersections (Oak Ave and Fair Oaks Blvd) in the area of our
church will be closed between 7am and 8:30am.
The race starts at 7am near Folsom Dam and travels through
Oak Ave, Fair Oaks Blvd and J St to the capital. Intersections
will be closed only while the race comes through, but be
prepared, if necessary, to leave home early and avoid the race course on your way to church.
If you’d like more information, check out the CA International Marathon website at:
www.runcim.org.

Poinsettia Orders
It is our Christmas tradition to purchase poinsettias to decorate the
sanctuary for worship on the 4th Sunday of Advent and Christmas Eve &
Day. If you would like to purchase one or more poinsettias ($10 per
plant) for the church and dedicate them to a loved one, fill out an
order form which will be included in each of the weekly December
bulletins and found on the welcoming table in the Narthex. All
orders need to be turned in by Sunday, December 18th.

Preschool Book Fair Sunday, Dec. 11th
Come check out our book selection as part of your holiday
shopping and support Little Methodist Preschool. LMS will be
hosting coffee hour in the Teen Rm on Sunday, Dec. 11th to
feed you goodies as you shop. The book fair will include
preschool through grade school books. Adult titles and Christian
titles will be available for order as well. Checks, credit cards and
cash will be accepted. Hope to see you there!

Page 6

Blue Christmas Service with
Rancho Cordova UMC — TBA
“Blue Christmas” is a simple, quiet service for those who feel less than
merry as Christmas approaches. The “Blue Christmas” service offers a
message of comfort and hope to help us through times of struggle during
the holidays. It acknowledges the pain and sadness many people feel, due
to the loss of a loved one, struggles with illness or loneliness, financial
struggles or painful family dynamics that surface at Christmas time. This
year, we will join Rancho Cordova UMC. Information about the
location, time and date of the service will be coming soon!

Apportionment Sunday
Sunday, Dec. 18th
Every year, we choose one Sunday in Advent to collect an offering
for payment of our Apportionments. Apportionments are funds that
each United Methodist Church congregation gives for local, regional,
national and international ministries including direct-service missions
that reach out to people in need across the world like the Ethnic
Minority, World Service, Black College and the Africa University fund
as well as ministries that benefit our own local church like campus
ministries and youth ministries. These funds are allocated or
“apportioned” to each church on the basis of the church’s financial
health.
On Sunday, December 18th, we will continue our tradition of
lighting candles to symbolize the monies raised for the year.
In 2010 and 2011, we paid 100% of our Apportionments without
fundraising, but we continue our annual tradition of the
Apportionment Sunday offering because it is such a special way to
make a commitment to the missions and ministries of the United
Methodist Church.
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Preschool Parents’ Night Out
December 9th 5:30pm
Drop off your kids or grandkids as you Christmas shop or just enjoy
a night out! Our Little Methodist School staff will be here on Friday,
December 9th from 5:30pm-8:30pm to entertain your children with
Christmas activities and dinner. The cost is $10.00 for one child, $15.00 for a family. Please see
Elizabeth Avery - Hammond or Debbi Oliver to sign-up your family for this event.

Sacramento Mabuhay Lion’s Club

“Got Socks?”
Ruby and Wayde Wicker are collecting socks for the Sacramento Lion’s Club sock drive. There
are over 700 people in need of socks who will be relying on the Lion’s Club to keep their feet
warm this winter. Please bring in packages of new socks with you to worship in the next few
months and place them in the box in the narthex. New socks are preferred, but used socks will be
accepted.
The Wickers are also collecting earth toned colored tarps for the homeless as well.
If you have any questions, contact Ruby and Wayde at 916-833-8796.

Buy Your Talent Show DVDS!
By Bria Stevens
Since our Talent Show back in September, I have often thought to
myself: I wish I could see Nancy Edwards juggle again! I’ve thought back
to the joyful, magical scarf dance that Virginia Grabbe performed and
wished I could relive it again and again. I’ve hoped that Winston the frog
and trainer Haden Oliver could be forever immortalized. Thanks to Len
Edwards, my wish has come true. Buy your copy of the Talent Show in
the church office for $20.00! They’d make great stocking stuffers...
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Trustees Report
By Tom Wold
Thank you from your Board of Trustees!
Our recent work days have been productive. Thanks to Ben Couch for pruning the roses and
helping on the wall along Fair Oaks. Thanks to Jeff and Ben Couch for removing the old speakers
in the front of the sanctuary. Thanks to all of the inside and outside volunteers at the November
work weekend. The kitchen was reorganized and cleaned by Joanne Cossairt, Norma Bennett,
Terri Himes, Nancy Klanjac, Renee Meyer, Youngjae Park and Cynthia Wold. Outside
pruning, spraying, gutter cleaning and work on the wall along Fair Oaks was performed by Steve
Bodner, John Clune, Dale and Spencer Doty, Wayde and Ruby Wicker, Amber Bizik, Grey
and Brandon Asis, Josh and Ed Klanjac, John Himes, Pastor Jeong, and Tom Wold. And a
special thanks to Rachele Doty for making brownies and Nancy Klanjac and Cynthia Wold for
making sandwiches.
Over the past year, your Board of Trustees has worked closely with the Church Council and
Finance Committee to prioritize and fund needed projects. The annual pledges for 2011 required us
to cut the Trustees budget to help balance the Church budget leaving us with inadequate funding to
carry out much needed maintenance and improvement projects. However, the extra donations
made in both time and financial donations by members of the congregation have allowed progress
on multiple projects including cleaning and painting the parsonage for the arrival of our new
minister, the painting of the sanctuary and “beautification” along Fair Oaks Blvd with the creation
of an area for a new sign which is currently being developed.
Projects currently underway will make this a nicer area for us to worship and will present an
inviting place for others to come and find what we have all found here---warm, friendly people with
caring hearts who work together to share the love of God.
A special thanks to the Jiffy Fixers, Jim Allen, Sandy Milne, Roger Bennett, Daniel Palu,
Roy Anderson & the Wickers and others who periodically join them. Without their volunteering
their time and talent every Wednesday & Saturday morning, we would have difficulty keeping our
church doors open.
We thank all of you for your support in 2011, and we look forward to working with you on many
more projects to improve our facility and community outreach in 2012.
With Thanks,
Your Board of Trustees Members:
Roy Anderson, Lance Bach, Diana and Steve Bodner, Dale Doty, Terri Himes, Tom Wold

Page 9

Thanks to Our Kitchen Volunteers!
By Cynthia Wold
At the last work party, the Kitchen Workers completed Phase II
of the cleaning and reorganization of the kitchen. All of the
drawers were cleaned, organized and relabeled. Our goal is to keep the counters and
windowsills free of clutter. This will make the kitchen look neater and will assist in keeping it
clean. The set of clear glass dishes were moved to a cabinet in Potter to allow for more
cupboard space. Some of the upper shelves of the cupboard will be home to the new water
pitchers that Gloria Phinney has donated to the church. The final phase of the kitchen
project will be the center work island. If you have questions or comments about this project,
please see Joanne Cossairt or me.

A Thank You from Susan Gutierrez
Dear Friends at FOUMC,
As we approach this season of Thanksgiving and Advent, and with the New
Year right around the corner, I wish you all a warm and wonderful season blessed
with love and joy. I want to thank all of you who have been praying for me,
sending me cards and keeping me in your thoughts. It has been a very real support
for me as I travel this health journey. Though recovery is slower than I would like,
in fact, I feel very blessed and fortunate as I make my way back to health in my
body’s, and God’s, own time. My spirits are well most of the time, and I miss you
and look forward to being back in church some time in the New Year. Your love
and generosity live in me with gratitude.
Peace be with you,
Susan Gutierrez
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Events
Book Club

Pinochle

December’s Book Club will be
held on Monday, December 12th at
noon in the church library. We will be
reading and discussing Richard Paul’s The
Christmas List. Bring your lunch, and join
us!

This month’s Pinochle night will be
hosted by Gloria & Lynn Phinney in the
church sanctuary on Friday, December
9th at 6:30pm. Come on out and join in
the fun!

Rummage Sale Planning Meeting
Interested in joining the Rummage Sale
planning team? Come join the committee on
Thursday, Dec. 1st in the sanctuary at
5:30pm.
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From the Finance Corner
By Renee Meyer
“He brought us to this place and gave us this land, a land flowing with
milk and honey; and now I bring the firstfruits of the soil that you,
LORD, have given me.” Place the basket before the LORD your God and bow down before him. Then you and the
Levites and the foreigners residing among you shall rejoice in all the good things the LORD your God has given to
you and your household. When you have finished setting aside a tenth of all your produce in the third year, the year
of the tithe, you shall give it to the Levite, the foreigner, the fatherless and the widow, so that they may eat in your
towns and be satisfied.

Deuteronomy 26:9-12 NIV

Peace and Greetings in Jesus’ name! At this point in time, the budget is pretty well written,
showing all of the potential expenses against all of the pledges and other income sources
FOUMC will have available for the short budget year from January through June 2012.
Unfortunately, expenses are winning out at the moment, meaning they are greater than the
projected income. Back in October, the Finance Team began handing out pledge cards for the
next six months. If you have not returned your pledge yet, please turn it in to the church office,
or place it in the offering box, or give it to me. Currently, we’ve received about 45 pledges, and
we usually receive over 65 each year. Pledges help the Finance Committee to project income
more accurately and with a potential $27,000 deficit going into next year, we need to track
income as closely as we can.
By the time everyone gets this, the sanctuary will be all painted and pretty! Thanks to Sierra
Construction for giving up the Thanksgiving week to make it happen! In addition to the
donations that have already been made toward the painting of the sanctuary, this project was prefunded by a loan from an anonymous donor. An agreement was made that all of the painting
pledges for the sanctuary in the first six months of 2012 would repay the loan made by the donor.
Thanks to those of you that pledged to help paint the sanctuary, and thanks to our donor!
What better way to start the church year than with a freshly painted place to worship! My hope is
that the painting of Spencer Hall will follow close behind, so the entire campus will be uniform in
color.
The Trustees have not only worked on getting the painting put on the front burner, but they
have been phenomenal in organizing work days, (and they have worked a lot on their own) to
work on the beautification of the campus as a whole. They’ve cleaned up a lot of “stuff” in the
LMS area of campus, and they’ve refurbished the lower parking lot wall to help keep dirt from
sliding down onto the lower parking lot. Mostly, they have been at work finishing up the front
wall on Fair Oaks Blvd, making room for the planting of new rose bushes and the placing of a
sign that will show BEAUTIFULLY from either side of the Blvd that we are FOUMC, and we
welcome EVERYONE to worship with us. OUR TRUSTEES ROCK! Thanks to all of you and
to everyone who has donated so much time and energy to seeing these projects through! By early
spring, our place will look amazing.
Lastly, I want to take a moment and thank Megan Cambridge and Laurel Jensen for
answering questions at the Charge Conference in November. I was unable to make it to church
that day, and it meant so much that the two of you stood in for me at the meeting! Thanks!!!

Page 12

UPCOMING EVENTS IN 2012...
10th Anniversary Party for
Music Director, Michael Schwagerus!
January 6th at 6:30pm
By Mary McCollum
WE'RE HAVING A PARTY! We plan to celebrate the fact that
Michael Schwagerus has been our Minister of Music for 10 beautiful
years. Through thick and thin, he's been here, 12 months a year, providing outstanding music
for our worship experience. Music is a third of our worship experience, so this is a huge
commitment, and we are grateful indeed. To celebrate his long and loyal service, our Church
Council is planning a CELEBRATION!
On Friday, January 6th at 6:30pm in the sanctuary, we have planned a PRIME RIB
DINNER, prepared by Roy Anderson and Bill and Libby Ingraham and John Clune. This is
not a fundraiser. It is a celebration, but - tickets must be purchased ahead (each Sunday
following worship in the narthex) so that adequate preparations can be made. Tickets will be
sold for $12 for adults and $6 for children age 12 and under. Where else can you get
prime rib for this cost?? Scholarships are available! Contact Cheryl Raney if you need
financial assistance for the tickets. We want you all to be there to share in this wonderful
celebration.
Mark your calendars and plan to come and have a good time! Well done, Michael!

Exploring Membership Class
Are you new to Fair Oaks UMC? Or maybe you’ve been attending
forever and just never officially joined? Pastor Jeong and the
Hospitality Committee will be offering a series of gatherings
for “exploring membership” on Sundays after worship,
beginning January 29th. All are welcome!
This is a chance to get to know one another, share the life journeys
that have brought you to this church, learn about Fair Oaks United
Methodist Church and learn some core beliefs of the Christian faith
and United Methodism. There is no obligation to join – just an
invitation to explore and enjoy. If you plan to participate in
“Exploring Membership,” please see the sign-up sheet in the
narthex beginning in mid-December.
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Church Rummage Sale February 3rd & 4th, 2012
Save your stuff! Save your energy!! Save
your strength!! This is one of our largest and
most fun fundraisers of the year, and we
will need all of your hands to help us
organize, price, sell and clean up the goods!

Endowment Chili Dinner & Cake Auction
February 11th at 5:30pm
Get out your favorite cake recipes, and come hear how your Endowment
Fund is progressing. Our annual Chili Dinner & Cake Auction
Endowment Fundraiser will be held on Feb. 11th at 5:30p.m. For more
information, contact: Tom Wold, Ben Couch, Ellen Frosch, Mike Myatt or Bill
Floyd.

2012 Lenten Soup Supper Organizers Needed
With Advent beginning already, we are already planning for the
Lenten season. We know that our congregation values the soup suppers
and the fellowship time it provides. This is why we are already looking
for volunteers to organize these dinners in 2012. Contact your worship
committee or Bria if you are interested. Thank you!
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Pictures from our Church Nursery
By Karenza Hatfield

Jesus said, “Let the
little children come to
me, and do not stop
them; for it is to such
as these that the
kingdom of heaven
belongs.”
Matthew 19: 9

For all who are led by
the Spirit of God are
children of God. For
you did not receive a
spirit of slavery to fall
back into fear, but
you have received a
spirit of adoption.
Romans 8: 14-15
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Fair Oaks UMC Family News...

Roy and Gabriella
Anderson recently went to
Estes Park, Colorado for a
family wedding. Ask them
about their trip!

Looking Ahead: Mark Your Calendar With These
Upcoming Dates….
12/9
12/9
12/10
12/10
12/11
12/24
12/25
1/6
2/3 & 4
2/11

Preschool Parents’ Night Out
Pinochle Night
Children & Youth Stocking Stuffing 1pm
Chancel Choir Advent Concert 6pm
Scholastic Book Fair at Preschool after worship
Christmas Eve Services 6 & 9pm
Christmas Day Worship
Michael Schwagerus’s 10th Anniversary Party
Church Rummage Sale
Endowment Chili Feed & Cake Auction
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DECEMBER MINISTRIES
Who’s doing what, each Sunday of the month.
Please note open items; call the Church office to volunteer.
Use this page as a reminder of what you’ve signed up for.

GREETERS

COFFEE HOUR

4

4

Tongan Members

11

11

Dick & Sue Easterbrook

18

18

Dick & Sue Easterbrook

24 Early & Late Services

25

Dick & Sue Easterbrook

25
LITURGISTS
4

COUNTERS

Lynn Phinney

11 Sammie Lee Wilhoit
18
24 Early Service: Bria Stevens
Late Service:

4

Elaine Bach & Pat Eichner

11

Ellen Frosch & Bill Floyd

18

Steve Bodner & Mike Myatt

25

John Clune & Judy Shearer

25 Rayven Fletcher
SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
Early Elementary

FLOWERS

Upper Grades

4

Ruby W & Adriane S

11 Kathy Glass

11

Mary Maret

Linda Klaman

18

18

Anne Wilhoit

Jeremy Hammond

25

Adriane Samcoff

4

Bria Stevens

COMMUNION STEWARD
Ellen Couch
COMMUNION SERVERS

Gloria Phinney

Bria Stevens

HOW TO SIGN UP
You can help us out – try to sign up a
month or more ahead of time. You can
call the church office. For the children’s
Sunday school or church nursery,
contact the coordinator of your area if
you don’t know your schedule. If you
don’t know who that person is, just call
the church office.
Thanks for your help!

Fair Oaks United Methodist
Church

9849 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Fair Oaks, CA 95628
Phone: (916) 961-6631
Fax: (916) 961-1572
E-mail: office@fairoaksumc.org

Promoting the love of Christ and nurturing
spiritual growth for each individual, the
church and the community.

We’re on the web!
www.fairoaksumc.org

The Fair Oaks’ ACORN is published monthly by the Fair
Oaks United Methodist Church and is distributed on the
last Sunday of each month.
Next Deadline: Monday, December 19th, 2011 at 12:00
noon. Submit articles to Bria in the church office in
person or by email at office@fairoaksumc.org.
Submissions may be edited for accuracy, length or
clarity.
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