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Choir News
By Michael Schwagerus
Summer is coming to a close, which means
the music ministry will start ramping up for
fall. Choir practice will resume on Thursday,
August 23rd at 7:30pm. As usual everyone is
invited. Even if you have never been in any
choir before, or even if you have never sung.
The chancel choir is a place for everyone to
come together and experience the joy of
singing.
I would like to take a moment to thank all of the musicians who volunteered
this summer. Rosanne Stephenson and all of the Trinity Band members, Daniel
Palu and the Tongan Choir, Frances Myatt, Laurel Jensen and her two vocal
groups Cantatrice and Chanteuses, and Samantha Arrasmith. Thank you all for
giving to our music ministry.
During the summer this year, my family enjoyed some much needed time off.
We had a great camping trip at lake Tahoe with several of the kids’ friends and
families. We fished, sailed our dingy, rode our bikes and roasted marshmallows
every night for a week. Kelley and I won the school raffle prize this year, which
was a cruise to Alaska. This trip was truly a second Honeymoon and couldn’t
have come at a better time considering Kelley’s health. Kelley’s ulcerated colitis
treatment is working. Her symptoms are improving steadily. We still aren’t sure
exactly what the cause is but the doctors are working with us to figure that out. In
the meantime I am working to make life at home as mellow as possible. Thanks
to staff parish for the extra Sundays off, and thanks to the entire music ministry
for giving us the chance to catch up and rebuild.
It’s been fun to rework my new classroom in Davis while the boys attend
summer camp there and we are all looking forward to going to school together
this fall. Maybe I am looking forward to it a little more than the boys but that’s
probably normal at this point. While cleaning and organizing I have also been
busy building a new music program for the kid’s school, which has given me some
ideas for the Fair Oaks Music Ministry as well. This year we will start with some
new music and have our Advent program music to practice right away. The
Korean choir has already expressed an interest in joining us again and I am very
excited about that. We are also making progress with our Audio Visual project. I
know it’s going slow, but it is still going. It will be great when all of that is up and
running.
I hope you all enjoy what we have left of summer and I am really looking
forward to working with everyone again this season.
Fair Oaks United Methodist Church
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A New Creation in Christ!
By Pastor Jeong Park
This week on Tuesday morning, I walked around the church campus.
Before I came back to my office, I entered the sanctuary and sat on a pew
for prayer. First of all, I gave my thanks to God for what has been
happening in this church, especially for the great work of the Trustees. I am
sure you have also noticed some changes at our campus: The Trustees
repainted the sanctuary ceiling and exterior walls of the church office
building. Obviously, the front parking lot and the side parking lot are being
resurfaced and they will be transformed into new ones in a couple months.
Soon we will have a brand new church sign as well. Not only this, we will
also have a brand new audio/video projector system in the sanctuary (I
thank Ben Couch and Michael Schwagerus for their work on this project)
and we already have a brand new church website (I thank Dan Hardt,
Nancy Edwards, and Holly Klaman for this special project). Boy Scouts and
Eagle Scouts will also help us to paint Wesley Hall and build a new deck for
an extension of the narthex area. Little Methodist School will have an air
conditioning system for their classrooms. Great things are happening, like a
‘face-lift’ for restyling our appearance. Do you think this will be all for us?
In my prayer, a biblical passage came to my mind, “Therefore, if anyone is
in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is
here!” (2Corinthians 5:17) I believe God is working on our projects and
preparing FOUMC for our future ministry. God gently challenges us to
check whether we still have good faith or we need to renew our faith in
Christ. Rather, I sensed that it was a personal challenge to myself as if God
speaks to me saying, “Pastor Jeong, is your faith in good shape or does it
need repair work like your front parking lot?” Apostle Paul simply reminds
us that we should not forget “Christ” in our faith. New creation, a new
future of the church will come only through “Christ center movement.” I
hope that we all renew our faith in Christ to become a new Creation for a
new journey together.
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Prayer Requests
Loretta Dodge is asking prayers for her sister
Esther and family in Indiana. There is a medical
crisis that is affecting the entire family. Please pray
for help for the family.
Gay and Roy Anderson are asking us to continue
prayers for her daughter who is having multiple
health problems including diabetes and nerve damage
in her legs. Please pray for help for her, for comfort,
and for strength to overcome the problems.
Diane Rittenhouse's breast cancer is treatable.
Please pray for the best possible outcome, for healing
and comfort.
Laura and Jim Allen are asking prayers for their
friend Paul Pallent. Paul is in the hospital with heart
problems. Please pray for help for Paul.
The Klanjac’s next door neighbor Barbara is
having lung problems. She has COPD and cancer.
She starts chemotherapy this week. Please pray that
the chemo will help her and for comfort and healing.

Keep on praying for healing for Ben
Couch and for peace of mind for Ellen.
And when Ben is faced with the long list of
restrictions, please pray for God to help
him with that.
We pray for Bill Randolph who is
serving in the military in Afghanistan. Keep
Amy and Laura in your prayers as well.

Do you have prayer requests?
Call or email Nancy Klanjac
(nanklan1@aol.com; 967-5427), so the members
of our prayer chain can pray for you, or call or
email the church office (961- 6631) to have your
requests printed in the Acorn.

Thank You!
The Morphis and Thompson families wish to thank everyone for their cards, letters, phone
calls, prayers, and food after Lola’s grandson, Tim, passed away. It has been a difficult time for
their family and they can not express how much they appreciated what everyone did for them.
A heartfelt thank you to all the volunteers who keep our office running
smoothly: Diane Sommer for coming in every week; Elaine Bach for
taking care of our sign-up sheets on Sunday mornings; Phyllis Martin,
Rayven Fletcher, Betty Phillips, Diane Sommer, and Nancy Klanjac
for covering office hours while our administrative assistant was on
vacation.
A big thank you to our dedicated Jiffy Fixers and their extended crew
for their hard work even in the heat of summer. Thank you, Richard
Hill and Laurel Jensen for painting the Library shelves. Thank you,
Josh Klanjac and Steve Bodner for removing excess dirt in the bottom
of the valve box. And thank you, Sandy Milne, Jim Allen, and Roger
Bennett for widening the doorway in Spencer.
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From the Finance Corner
By Renee Meyer
I am not saying this because I am in need, for I have learned to be content
whatever the circumstances.
Phillipians 4:11 NIV
Greetings and peace in Jesus’ name! I am so happy to report better news
than I spoke of in church on July 15th! I took one last hard look at the
books and found a couple of instances where Journal Entries had not been
made! FOUMC finished the year with a positive balance of $2,494.00 and
LMS finished with a positive balance of $1,873.00. This is exciting for me
as it has been a couple of years since both entities have finished on a
positive note! I really appreciate that spending was carefully watched
throughout the short year, yet so many great and encouraging changes have
happened on campus thus far in 2012. Those construction changes that
have begun are helping to change the face of FOUMC and I am confident
that passers-by will see those changes and take note of what a great place
this church really is!
I want to continue on an optimistic note and report that more pledges have come in. However, we
are still looking at a huge deficit for 2012-13. We will need to use money from the tower lease sale to
help us get over the hump, and Council has authorized approximately $44,000 for this fiscal year. That
sum, additional pledges and other income projections have reduced the deficit to $42,000.00. That is
still a deep hole and we will need to continue to watch excess spending. It will be a huge discussion at
the July 24, 2012 Council meeting.
I want to give a huge shout out to the organizers of the Red, White and Blue BBQ and Pie Auction,
led by Kathy and David Glass and their kids Karenza Hatfield and Adriane Samcoff. A total of
$2,900.00 was raised due to the efforts of the event organizers and helpers. Special thanks to the pie
bakers, for their labor and love in creating so many scrumptious pies. Four of the cakes sold for over
$100.00!! I regret missing the Red, White and Blue this year—I know it is one of FOUMC’s major
social/fundraising events each year. A lot of work and preparation goes into it, and the
fun that comes out is soothing and rewarding!
If anyone has any ideas for raising money to chip away at that $42,000, I welcome your ideas
anytime! Please feel free to contact me on my cell phone, 916-868-5070 or by email at
emphaticallyme@yahoo.com and I’ll be happy to discuss all ideas with you. In the meantime, get out
there and get your tickets for the Tongan sponsored Luau that is taking place on September 29th. The
Luau is another one of our tremendous fundraisers! Anything can happen at that event and the fun
and laughter and dances go on and on and on! If you have never attended the Luau, you won’t want to
miss it! Get your tickets now!!! See you next month!
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Trustees Corner
By Diana Bodner
Your Trustees are working to complete a number of
projects and maintenance requirements. As you know
the parking lots are being repaired and will soon be
completed. The handicap parking area is being widened also.
Our new sign for the front of the church is being constructed by a company in Florida. We received
the footer materials last week. Currently we need a structural engineer to review the drawings for the
sign and provide a signature. The drawings are signed by a Florida engineer but the County Planning
Department stated they must by signed by a California engineer. Once this is completed, the packet
for the sign permit can be submitted to get our permit. If anyone knows someone or can offer advice
on doing this, please contact Diana Bodner at 916-265-8905 or soldierdee@aol.com.
Work Day - Hurray! If your calendars are not already marked, please block October 13th for our
fall workday. We need everyone's help! There is lots to do and there is something for everyone. We
are seeking someone to organize lunch for the day. Joanne Cossairt organized lunch for our spring
workday and it was wonderful! Please contact Terri Himes (916-966-2305 or thimes@comcast.net) or
Tom Wold (916-967-9920 or cyntomwo@pacbell.net) if you would like to organize the lunch.
Steve and Diana Bodner are moving at the end of August. We thank them for their efforts and
support on Trustees for the last three years. We need two people to replace the Bodners on Trustees.
If you are interested, please contact Tom Wold (916-967-9920 or cyntomwo@pacbell.net).

Thank You from Maryhouse
for Quarters
“It is summer in Sacramento and as the temperature goes up and many of
us go away on vacation, homeless women and children still come to Maryhouse for respite—a cool quiet oasis. We are very grateful to you, our
donors, who continue to support the work of Maryhouse during this time
when donations tend to be very low.”

Rancho Cordova United Methodist Church
Provides Free Dinners Once a Month
On the third Wednesday of each month, Rancho Cordova United Methodist Church provides a free
dinner from 5:00 to 6:30 pm at 2101 Zinfandel Drive. Upcoming dates are August 15, September 19,
October 17, November 14, and December 19.
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Little Methodist School Open House & Picnic
By Elizabeth Avery-Hammond
Come join Little Methodist School staff and families at our Open
House/Family Picnic Night on Monday, August 20th from 5:00 pm to
8:00 pm! Bring your picnic blankets, dinner, and a dessert to share and
come see our classrooms and chat with our staff. This night is for new
families to Little Methodist School, returning families, alumni, and
prospective families coming to see what our school is all about. If you
have any questions please contact Elizabeth at 961-0368 or
littleschool@sbcglobal.net. We look forward to seeing you there!

Red White and Blue Thanks You!
By Kathy Glass
With the cooperation of the weather, the over 100 people attending, the
38 pie donations and the hard work of all the volunteers, the Red White
and Blue Barbecue was another great success!
A huge round of applause to Betty Phillips who single handedly stepped
in to substitute for the ailing Ben Couch!!!! She was really great!
The left over bread products were donated to the food closet, many
thanks to the Easterbrooks for the delivery. The left over meat products
are being donated to a Veterans' Families picnic later in August.
The total income from pie sales, barbecue profit and donations was
$2,649.
Many thanks again for all the help!

Worship CDs Available
Each Sunday we make an audio CD of our worship service. Copies of these CDs are available for
you in the church office. Perhaps you missed a Sunday or you would like to listen to a particular
anthem again or you want to hear previous Children’s Times as you prepare to lead a future one.
Contact Dedra at 961-6631 or office@fairoaksumc.org if you would like a CD copy of a service.
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AUGUST MEETINGS IN THE LIBRARY
Centering Prayer, Thursdays, 11am
“Centering Prayer” is one way of praying, using silence and a word to
focus on (such as “peace,” “joy,” or “spirit”) as a way of “training”
ourselves to be open and receptive to God’s presence. From 11:00-11:15,
instruction in centering prayer is offered; from 11:15 until noon, we do a
bit of talking about our own prayer practices at home, and then we join
in the silent practice of centering prayer. The staff at
Centeringprayer.com calls the practice an “experience of God's presence
within us, closer than breathing, closer than thinking, closer than consciousness itself” which is
“both a relationship with God and a discipline to foster that relationship.”

Grief Support Group
Sundays, August 5 and 19
11:30 – 1:00 pm
The Grief Support Group meets the first and third Sunday
afternoons (11:30 – 1:00) in our church library. Each session is
co-led by two of the following persons: Dan Hardt, Loretta
Dodge, Virginia Grabbe, Rachelle Doty, and Mary McCollum.
Each person brings differing experiences and expertise. If you
feel that this would be a valuable group experience for you, please join us. Feel free to ask any of
the co-leaders or Pastor Jeong for more information.

Women’s Support Group
Mondays, August 6 and 20
6:30 – 8:00 pm
The focus of the Women’s Support Group is to identify hurts,
habits or hang-ups that hinder our being in relationship with God.
Also, to experience the benefit of fellowship that comes from
being in a small group. The Women’s Support Group meets every
other Monday in the Library from 6:30 – 8:00 pm. Please contact Laurel Jensen for more
information at laureljensen@ix.netcom.com or call (916) 903-6061.
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Book Club
Join us on
Monday, August
20th at noon in
the church library
as we discuss
Geraldine Brooks’
Caleb’s Crossing.
According to Amazon.com, Caleb’s
Crossing is about Bethia Mayfield, a
restless and curious young woman
growing up in Martha's Vineyard in
the 1660s amid a small band of
pioneering English Puritans. Bring
your lunch and join in our lively
discussion!

Pinochle
Lynn and Gloria
Phinney will host this
month’s Pinochle
night on Friday,
August 10th at 6:30
pm in the church
Sanctuary. Please come on out to the
church’s monthly game night. Our
“professional” pinochle players are more
than happy to teach newcomers the
game!

Looking Ahead:
Mark Your Calendar With These Upcoming Dates
8/5
8/23
9/25-9/26
9/29
10/13

Hospitality Committee will meet after worship in Spencer
Fall Choir Practice Begins
Picture Days for our upcoming Picture Directory
Tongan Luau
Church Work Day
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Celebration of Service for Diana Bodner
Diana Bodner is retiring from the U.S. Army on August 31st. Steve and Diana will be moving to
North Carolina at the end of August. There will be a Celebration of Service recognizing Diana's 29
years of military service on August 25 at 6:30 p.m. You can RSVP to the event by going to this link
for the E-Invite: https://einvitations.afit.edu/inv/anim.cfm?i=115318&k=0360470A7A5F or by
calling Rina Anderson at 916-854-3152 or Lance Howe at 916-854-3476. Please RSVP by August
17th. The meal will be a potluck. Please bring food items based on the initial of your last name: A-H
Casserole; I-P Salad; Q-Z Dessert.

Vacation Bible School at Rancho Cordova UMC
Babylon: Daniel’s Courage in Captivity
July 29 – August 2, 2012
Rancho Cordova United Methodist Church, along with two other Rancho Cordova churches, will
host a Vacation Bible School program July 29 through August 2, 2012. They would love to have some of
our youngsters attend! They will begin with an optional dinner at 5:30 with the VBS program starting at
6:00 pm. All ages are welcome. Call 853-9976 or 852-6586 for additional information or to register.
Flyers are available in our Narthex.

Western Jurisdiction: Gay Issue Stand Wrong
From www.umc.org:
The Western Jurisdiction of The United Methodist Church has issued a “Statement
of Gospel Obedience” that emphasizes Christ’s grace and love is available to all and
that The United Methodist Church is in error on the subject of “homosexuality’s
incompatibility with Christian teaching.”
The full article can be found at:
http://www.umc.org/site/apps/nlnet/content3.aspx?c=lwL4KnN1LtH&b=2789369&ct=12064967
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Sacramento Convoy of Hope
Day of Hope at Cal Expo
Saturday, September 15, 2012, 10 am to 3 pm
Free Admission/Free Parking
The Sacramento Convoy of Hope is a collaborative effort between dozens of local churches,
businesses, social service organizations, local government and Convoy of Hope, Inc—a 501(c)(3) nonprofit humanitarian organization, serving in the United States and around the world, providing food for
the hungry and relief for people in crisis.
The outreach will provide an estimated ten thousand people with a tangible message of hope—free
groceries, health screenings, job fairs, haircuts, games and activities for children, and much more. All
goods and services are provided to guests free of charge.
This all-volunteer event mobilizes hundreds of area residents to serve and make a difference in their
community. Strong participation by local businesses, churches, community agencies, and individuals is
crucial to the success of this event. For more information, visit www.sacramentocoh.org.
Groceries: More than 100,000 pounds of free groceries.
Health Fair: Free Medical & Dental screenings with local doctors, medical professionals and dentists.
Kids Zone: Dozens of free carnival games, inflatables and live entertainment. Free concessions and
lots of prizes.
Hair Cuts: Free haircuts for the whole family by local barbers and hairstylists.
Job Fair: Free services include professional resume writing, interview coaching and on-site interviews
with local employers.
Family Portraits: Free family portraits courtesy of local photographers.
Community Services: Dozens of local community service organizations will assist with a variety of
needs.
Live Entertainment: Free live music and entertainment.
BBQ Lunch: Free BBQ lunch for everyone in attendance.
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Touring Europe
with Sammie Lee Wilhoit
Our own Sammie Lee Wilhoit is spending her summer traveling in Europe. She has been sending
regular email updates to the church office and her mom, Anne, shared some photos with us as well.
JULY 4 Today I am in the Netherlands. I have learned how to make cheese, make clogs, and I
rode my bike. It is beautiful here, but also hot and humid. I love it though!! We are all hyper and
happy. No signs of being tired or jetlagged.
JULY 5 I went to Belgium! It was so much fun! The architecture was so beautiful, the buildings
were very detailed and some had little statues on them. I went to a chocolatier and learned how to
make some absolutely fantastic chocolate. It was SOOO good. After that I got a waffle from the
waffle stand. It was covered in chocolate and strawberries and tasted HEAVENLY. I wish I could
have one every day. Finally we got to the hotel. The hotel theme was Circus o lay. It was pretty cool,
especially since it had spotlights in the room. We had dinner at the restaurant in the parking lot that
had the same theme.
JULY 16 Today was AWESOME!!! We did this self confidence/finding yourself class called Full
On! They were super fun people, playing music, teaching us the Funky Dragon, a great dance move,
and having us make an awesome handshake with a partner. My friend Laura and I had the best one!
After the super fun part, I learned that I could do anything, as long as I thought I could. This got
confirmed when I broke a 1 inch wood board in half by the power of my right hand, but ultimately my
positive mind. I am going to sleep happily tonight in my solitary dorm room at the University of
Wales Bangor.
JULY 19 Today was really fun! First I went on a boat. In the rain. Near Gap on Dunloe. Yes it
was gorgeous. Yes, I was soaked to the bone. After that we went on a horsedrawn carriage ride. It
was SO fun! It kept bouncing up and down, forward and backward. The view was beyond beautiful.
I will definitely put it in my presentation for after my trip. Tonight we will have a fun night, full of
Irish dancing, music, and possibly storytelling. I can't wait!

Eating escargot!

Pretend sword fighting!

Rapelling!

Page 12

AUGUST MINISTRIES
Who’s doing what, each Sunday of the month.
Please note open items; call the Church office to volunteer.
Use this page as a reminder of what you’ve signed up for.

GREETERS

COFFEE HOUR

5

Nancy Edwards

5

Tongan Members

12

Lance and Elaine Bach

12

Dick & Sue Easterbrook

19

Karlene Brown

19

Dick & Sue Easterbrook

and Sheri Johnson

26

Dick & Sue Easterbrook

26
LITURGISTS

COUNTERS

5

5

Elaine Bach & Pat Eichner

12

Ellen Frosch

12

Ellen Frosch & Judy Shearer

19

Bob Gilberg

19

Steve Bodner & Mike Myatt

26

Steve Bodner

26

John Clune & Bill Floyd

CHILDREN’S TIME
5

One Room School House

12
19

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS

Frances Myatt

26

5

Vicki Walker

12

Debbi Oliver

19
26

Frances Myatt

FLOWERS
5
12

Karlene Brown

19

Virginia Wells

26

Lance and Elaine Bach

COMMUNION STEWARD
Ellen Couch
COMMUNION SERVERS on August 5
Nancy Edwards

HOW TO SIGN UP
You can help us out – try to sign up a month or
more ahead of time. You can call the church
office. For the children’s Sunday school or
church nursery, contact the coordinator of
your area if you don’t know your schedule. If
you don’t know who that person is, just call
the church office.
Thanks for your help!
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