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FEATURED BUSINESS:

Christmas Eve Services
Our early service at 6:00 pm is especially “family friendly,”
with lots of Christmas carols and the ancient story brought to
life in drama for kids. It’s shorter and busy while still sacred –
squirmy kids fit in well. Our late service at 9:00 pm features
the traditional “lessons and carols” with scripture, carols,
candle-lighting and Holy Communion.
Fair Oaks United Methodist Church
9849 Fair Oaks Blvd., Fair Oaks, CA 95628 | 916.961.6631 | www.fairoaksumc.org
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Dear Friends,
The season of Advent begins on December 1st this year! The
term of Advent is derived from the Latin word adventus, meaning
arriving and the Latin word is the translation of the Greek word,
parousia, commonly used to refer to the Second Coming of Christ.
God’s people waited and hoped for many, many years for the
birth of the Christ. Why did they anticipate God’s arrival?
Because they knew that the baby Jesus would change their lives.
Their longing was the desire of receiving God’s favor for
transformation of their lives. But we also need to remember this
lesson. We are anxiously, impatiently and happily waiting for
God’s arrival, but it requires preparation. In other words,
Advent is a season of preparation for God’s coming!
Our family is anxiously waiting for our second baby’s coming.
Thanks to technology, we were able to know our baby’s gender
and due day. It is a boy! And March 12th is our baby’s due date
to come to us. In a different sense, actually, a new born baby is
arriving to us! As parents, even though it is an exciting event, at
the same time, we are anxious, impatient and happy for this
arrival. We also know that this baby will change our life! People
kindly advise us that two boys will be tougher than one baby.
They will certainly transform our lives! But we are so happy and
ready to be changed. We prepare for our baby’s arrival!
What changes and blessings are you dreaming or longing for?
In this special season, God is bringing a special gift of hope, joy,
love and peace to all of us through a small child in a manger. But
if we are not ready and prepared for this gift, this won’t make
any change in us! We are invited to open our hearts, and to
welcome this new baby in our anticipation. Let’s get ready and
journey together to meet our new born baby on Christmas!
May God’s blessing be upon you and your family!
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Ongoing Prayer Concerns
Please keep Stan and Alma Andrus, Jewel
Gilmore, Lola Morphis, Sue McGee,
Losaline Tu'i'ile'ila, and all of our church
members and friends who may not make it to
church regularly in your prayers.
Do you have prayer requests?
Contact Nancy Klanjac
Prayer Requests
(nanklan1@aol.com; 967-5427), so the
members of our prayer chain can pray for
Lola Morphis has been moved to Manor Care at 7807
you, or contact the church office
Uplands Drive, Citrus Heights, CA 95610. Lola is not yet
(office@fairoaksumc.org; 961- 6631) to
ready for visitors, but she would love cards and notes.
Please pray for healing and comfort after her hip surgery. have your requests printed in the Acorn.
Lynn Phinney continues to improve after his surgery.
Pray for continuing improvement.
Alma Andrus is doing well after her broken hip. She will not need a hip replacement. Let's pray
for healing and comfort. Cards for Alma: 11390 Coloma Rd. Apt. B#116, Gold River, CA 95670.
Loretta Dodge's great-great-granddaughter, Zaria, was scheduled for open heart surgery. It has
been cancelled due to teething and a temperature. Surgery has not been rescheduled yet.
Norma Bennett asks for prayers. Her breast cancer has returned as metatastic cancer of the bone.
It is treatable, not fatal, and her doctor says she has years left in her!
Betty Steinbach’s knee surgery went well and she is recovering with physical therapy at home.
Please pray for continued healing for Betty.

Life’s Challenges Support Group
Wednesdays, December 4 and 18, 6:00 – 7:30
Life’s Challenges is a support group for men and women dealing with everyday
challenges. The Life’s Challenges Support Group meets on the first and
third Wednesdays of each month at 6 pm in the Library.
Life’s Challenges provides support for persons coping with difficult challenges
such as divorce, unemployment, loss of a loved one, financial problems and more.
We offer opportunities for renewal, restoration and kinship in a safe, nurturing
and confidential environment.
For more information, call the Church Office at 916-961-6631 or visit our
website at http://www.fairoaksumc.org/#/worship/lifes-challenges.
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From Kathy Glass:

From the Trustees:
HUGE Thank You to our
Fall Work Day Volunteers!
Jim Allen
Geri Ann Alviso
Roy Anderson
Lance and Elaine Bach
Norma and Roger Bennett
Amber Bizik
Jeff Cherney
Dale Doty
Kathy Glass
Elizabeth Avery-Hammond
Karenza Hatfield
John Himes
Joe Maret
Renee Meyer
Michael and Tracy Mittendorf
Pastor Jeong Park
Adriane Samcoff
Judy Shearer
Ruby and Wayde Wicker
Tom Wold

Legacy breakfast fed nearly 100 of our church family.
This could not have been accomplished without the
help of many. The original plan had been to use a large
borrowed griddle to cook the pancakes. Due to a
transportation problem, that did not take place. The
massive support and ingenuity of many solved the
problem and everyone was able to get breakfast on
time.
A tremendous "thank you" goes out to those who
gave of their time, their hands, their money, and food
supplies. The simple sweet musical thank you from
the ladies at the front table still echoes in my
heart. I hope the following helpers remember it too:
Supplies/Donations:
Karlene Brown
Sue Easterbrook
Ben Couch
Virginia Grabbe
Phyllis Martin
Mary Ellen Milne
Rosanne Stephenson
Pastor Jeong

Sunday Morning Helpers:
Karenza Samcoff
Bill Floyd
Ellen Frosch
Dave Glass
Renee Meyer
Helena Hurst
Adriane Samcoff
Laurel Jensen
Wayde Wicker
Ruby Wicker
Tracy, Michael, Abbie &
Amanda Mittendorf
Spencer Doty
Tom Wold

Some helped both with supplies and hard work. I
particularly want to praise the decorating skills of Abbie
and Amanda Mittendorf. These two young ladies set
the tables and decorated them almost single handedly!!!
I am honored to have been assisted by everyone on the
list, and if I missed mentioning you, my most sincere
apologies. This church rocks!
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From Little
Methodist School:
Little Methodist School wants to give
a big thank you to Ellen Couch and
Lora Allen for our very cute caterpillar
valances in Rice 1 & 2. They really
brighten up the room and we have
received a lot of compliments on them!

From Carol Spiker:
Thank you FOUMC Family!!!! We
sure have been feeling the love the past
several months, while Paul has been
going through health challenges and
surgeries. The calls, the cards, the
prayers, and the food that kept showing
up at suppertime made us know that you
really are family! Paul’s doctors have
given him the go-ahead to travel to
Arizona to visit my son before his next
surgery. We’ll do that in midDecember. Thank you again for all the
ways you show your love!

On the Road and
Back Home Again...
To our dear friends at Fair Oaks United Methodist
Church,
Thank you all so much for your prayers for my
granddaughter, Alexa. She is recovering nicely after
her knee surgery and is back in college.
Our trip has been wonderful with good weather.
Arrived in Georgia with approximately 6,000 people to
attend the 4-day recreation vehicle rally. Met many
wonderful people, attended several seminars to find
them very informative. Treated to excellent evening
entertainment. The Beach Boys, the Vogues, and Rich
Gill brought back memories from the past. Dick
marched in the parade for our veterans honoring all
who served their country. Visited with relatives and
friends along the way. Spent two glorious days with my
cousin who I had not seen for many years – what a joy
it was. We walked for miles through Disney World and
Epcot Center. Amazing areas to visit. Visited the
Gone With the Wind mansion, Margaret Mitchell
residence, the Texas White House, the French Quarter,
the River Walk and Alamo in San Antonio. I am sure
we got lost in Texas.
Think of y’all often and hope all is well with all the
members of the Fair Oaks United Methodist Church.
God willing, our trip will be a safe one. It’s always
good to go and good to be back home.
Love, Joanne and Dick Cossairt

Chairperson needed for the 2014 Rummage Sale.
Contact the Church Office if interested.
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Advent Concert
Saturday,
December 14

Music Director & Accompanist:
Samantha Arrasmith

6:00 pm

Soloists:
Joe Maret, Amber Bizik, and Evelyn Larsen

“The Heart of Christmas”
Composed by Pepper Choplin
Performed by the Chancel Choir

Cookie and juice reception
following the performance.

Poinsettias for the Chancel

Poinsettias have been ordered to decorate the Chancel for worship. If
you would like to purchase some of the 6--inch poinsettias, please fill
out the form below and place it in the offering plate by December 15.
Include a check or send one to the Church Office. Cost is $10 each.
Please do not take poinsettias home until after the 9 pm service on
Christmas Eve.
Name

In Honor of

Amount
Please place a check in the offering plate or In Memory of
mail it to the Church Office by December
15th. Write “poinsettia” in the memo line.

In Celebration of
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Advent Reading Program by Mary McCollum
We’ve chosen another of Adam Hamilton’s writings, designed just for this season. His Lent read
was so accessible and enriching that we are anxious to recommend this to all Christians. Entitled
“The Journey – Walking the Road to Bethlehem”. We can travel with
Adam Hamilton as he travels on video from Nazareth to Bethlehem. In
five short chapters retrace the actual path of Mary and Joseph’s journey to
Bethlehem. You are invited to join our book club review of it on
December 16 at noon in our library.
1st week of Advent—Mary’s home town of Nazareth
2nd week of Advent—Joseph’s hometown of Bethlehem
3rd week of Advent—Mary’s visit to Elizabeth, her cousin
4th week of Advent—From Nazareth to Bethlehem
Christmas Day—The Manger

Walk to Bethlehem with Me by Kathy Glass
During our Advent season we will be reading "The Journey – Walking the Road to Bethlehem" by
Adam Hamilton. We will travel in the book with Mary and Joseph from Nazareth to Bethlehem. The
Holy Family may have traveled for 10 to 14 days. According to Hamilton, their path was about 80
miles.
As part of our Advent Activities, we could include a "walking meditation" with our readings. We
could walk from Nazareth to Bethlehem.
You can walk, jog, ride a bike. You can use a treadmill, or journey outside. While we walk, we can
consider what we have been reading. We can think about Mary and Joseph. As they walked, what
were their worries? What were their hopes and dreams? Probably not much different than
ours. Renee Meyer has committed to running 80 miles during the period of Advent and will be talking
to the children about it beginning December 1, 2013. She will be recording mileage on a weekly basis
and will be seeking donations for her efforts. (More of that will come later, when the Bethlehem
Bazaar takes place on December 7, 2013.)
When you come to church on the Sundays of
Advent, you will find a "road" posted on the wall in
our sanctuary. Post-its and pens will be supplied so
you can write your thoughts, feelings, prayers and
meditations to share with the rest of us as we all
journey together.
Come,
walk with me
from Nazareth to Bethlehem.

Page 9

Christmas Play by Anne Wilhoit
It's that time of year again to think about the
Christmas Play. The play is performed on Christmas
Eve by the youth at the early church service. The only
requirement to being in the play is being able to attend
at least some of the practices (after church on Sundays
in December, as well as before the Christmas Eve
service) and being able to attend the early Church
service on Christmas Eve. We have parts such as sheep
which can be played by very small children and speaking
parts such as the Angel Gabriel. Each year the play is
re-written to accommodate that year's cast. Additionally,
the kids are encouraged to present their talents within
the play, such as playing an instrument or singing. If
your child would like to be in this year's Christmas play,
please contact Anne Wilhoit at wilhoit@surewest.net. Include the names and ages of the kids, if they
would prefer a speaking or non-speaking part and if they have another talent they would like to share.

Street Closings on Sunday, December 8
The California International Marathon will run on Sunday, December 8,
2013, causing some intersections near the church to be closed. The race
starts at 7 am near Folsom Dam and travels Oak Avenue, Fair Oaks
Boulevard, and J Street to the Capitol. Intersections will be closed only
while the race comes through, but be prepared, if necessary, to leave home
early and avoid the race course on your way to church.

Little Methodist School is
Celebrating 50 Years!
We are creating a Memory Book for our 50th Anniversary. We
would love to have stories and/or photographs of our school. If you
are or you know a former student, teacher, or parent with wonderful
memories to share, please contact Elizabeth (Director) at
littleschool@sbcglobal.net or place items in her mailbox in the church
office.
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STUDENTS
WORSHIPPING
AN AWESOME GOD
Christmas Time is Here!
It's that time again and it's my favorite time of the year. I know what they mean when they say it
shouldn't be just this season but the reason for the season is a whole year celebration. Indeed it is! As
Christians, we are all called to love, to give, be joyful and enjoy peace not just for a moment but for
every waking moment of our lives.
Our family started a tradition last year around Christmas time and it's called the "Sparkle Box". We
put inside the box the things we have done for Jesus throughout the year. If we get gifts for our
birthdays, the things we put in the sparkle box is like our gifts we give to Jesus by doing stuff for other
people. They're usually not objects but acts of love done in Jesus' Name. Like helping a friend at
school, adopting a child thru Compassion International, going to a Mission trip, stuffing shoe boxes
for kids around the world and things like that. I know you get the picture. What we do is remember
the things we did that glorified Jesus' Name in that year and we write them down on pieces of papers
and put them inside our pretty sparkle box. Then on Christmas Eve, before we open our own gifts,
we open the box and we each read the notes aloud to one another to honor Jesus' Birthday
celebration. For us, that is our way of giving gifts to Him who actually himself has given us the
greatest gift of all.
Well, if your families are like mine and you celebrate the same kinds of things, then this next activity
is just the perfect thing for us to include as one of the gifts we give to Jesus this Christmas. It's that
time again when our church and the SWAG kids hold the annual tradition of stuffing stockings for the
guests at Loaves and Fishes this year. The Christmas stockings contain the usual necessities for people
living on the streets. So as you think of your Christmas shopping list, please add a few of the items
below to your list and deliver them to the church on or before Dec. 22nd.
Sign-up sheets to help us track the supplies will be available in the narthex beginning this Sunday,
Dec. 1st. ALL SUPPLIES MUST BE RECEIVED BY 11AM on SUNDAY, December 22nd - at the
latest. Thank you once again for your generous and untiring support of this ministry! Here are the
items we will be collecting:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Large stockings
Caps/Bonnets (children &
adults)
Gloves (children & adults)
Socks (children & adults)
Shoe Laces (children &
adults)
Toothbrush and toothpaste

•
•
•

Comb/ Brush
Playing Cards
Small Toy (for kids stockings
only)
• $5 gift card to fast food
restaurants
• Toiletries (travel size)
• Shampoo

•
•
•

Soap
Lotion
Disposable razors (adult
stockings only)
• Sunscreen
• Chapsticks
• Decorations: Bells, ribbons,
and glitter
Continued on page 11
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SWAG YOUTH
"Stuffing the Stockings" Event
Sunday, December 22nd at 11:30 AM
SWAG Youth are invited to come assemble the stockings for Loaves and Fishes! We will have
snacks, stuff the stockings and if you all can bring cookies or candies, we will end the afternoon with
cookie and candy exchange. But if you can't you are still welcome to join us! Please do come and give
Jesus one more gift as we also exchange goodies with one another.
SWAG Christmas Party
Where: Gilberg Residence in Folsom
When: Dec. 15, 2013 from 4 pm-9pm
For more information contact the Youth Director:
Joy Gilberg at 916-221-1522 or email at mayjoyretes@gmail.com

Thursdays at 7:00 pm in the Teen Room
FUN · WORSHIP · MUSIC · MISSION · CONCERTS · OUTREACH · TRIPS

Finance Ministry

Each man should give what he has decided in
his heart to give, not reluctantly or under
compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.

Greetings to everyone. Here is an update on
our church finances. The "No Luau" Luau that
was held at the end of September helped
contribute greater than $3,000 to our church.
October
Fiscal year-to-date
Income
$14,868
$53,180
Expenses $17,564
$67,643
Net
($2,696)
($14,463)

2 Corinthians 9:7

The deadline for turning in monetary donations to be included in your 2013 Contribution Report
for 2013 tax purposes is Sunday, December 29, 2013. The Finance Team needs to process your
donation and make a bank deposit by December 31. Thank you for your timeliness!
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Heifer International
By Carol Spiker
I’d like to make sure that everyone knows we have a new
Heifer Chairman and committee. Richard Hill and I have
enjoyed being your Heifer chairs for several years, and now
Virginia Guffey, joined by the Mittendorf Family has taken
over this important project. Virginia’s love for Heifer comes partly from having lived near Heifer
International’s headquarters in Arkansas. Check out the Heifer table in the Narthex to see what they
are coming up with. It’s great!
The holiday time is a special time to tie your Heifer International giving in with your holiday giving
to family and friends. Every time I do this, I get enthusiastic response from the people who I include.
This year I’m going to give $10 times however many people I decide to honor. They’ll get a little card
that tells them a gift of a flock of chickens has been donated in their honor to help a family in need. I
also like to wrap up a small knick-knack (a chicken
ornament or salt and pepper shakers to remind
them of Heifer. My nieces who are now adults still
proudly show off the salt and pepper shakers I gave
them years ago instead of yet another stuffed
animal! So for those on your shopping list who
have everything, I bet they don’t have a pig or flock
of chickens or an orchard in Africa! If you write
your check out to FOUMC, our church will be
closer to donating our second ARK which is a
$5,000 donation to Heifer International.
Thank you Virginia and committee for taking on this chairmanship! The table looks great and I’m
excited about what you’re doing.

Women’s Support Group
Mondays, December 9 and 23, 6:30 – 8:00
The focus of the Women’s Support Group is to identify hurts, habits or
hang-ups that hinder our being in relationship with God. Also, to experience
the benefit of fellowship that comes from being in a small group. The
Women’s Support Group meets every other Monday in the Teen Room
(Potter 4) from 6:30 – 8:00 pm. Please contact Laurel Jensen for more
information at laureljensen@ix.netcom.com or call (916) 903-6061.
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Adult Sunday School and Bible Study
By Loren Guffey
(From The Brothers of John the Steadfast—Pr. Charles Henrickson)
“The priest in ancient Israel did two things. On one hand, he represented the people before God.
On the other hand, he spoke and acted for God to the people. The office of priest was established by
God to do His will and for the benefit of God’s people. The priest would bring the prayers of the
people before the Lord, interceding for them in God’s presence at the tabernacle and, later, at the
temple. He would offer up sacrifices for and from the people to God, many sacrifices all year round,
sacrifices for sins, sacrifices for guilt, thank offerings, fellowship offerings, sacrifices of bulls and goats
and lambs.
“And out of all the priests, there was one high priest at any given time. He was the highest office in
the priesthood , and he had a special responsibility that only he could do. Once a year on the Day of
Atonement, Yom Kippur, the high priest—and only the high priest—would enter in the Most Holy
Place [of the tabernacle], the Holy of Holies ,and there he would offer up the one comprehensive sin
offering for all the people of Israel for that year, by sprinkling blood on the mercy seat, the cover of
the Art of the Covenant. But they could never quite do the full job, since that had to be repeated,
endlessly, day after day, week after week, year after year. The blood of bulls and goats could never
really do the job. And so the ministry of Israel’s high priest would have to await a greater high priest
who would be able to offer up the once-for-all perfect sacrifice.
“Anything that you and I would offer up to try to atone for our sins cannot do the job. If we are to
be forgiven, the atoning sacrifice must come from outside ourselves, and it must be offered up by a
better sort of priest, with a better sort of sacrifice.
“And the good news is, that high priest, our great high priest, is Jesus Christ, the Son of God. He
offered up the perfect sacrifice when He offered up Himself. “Behold
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world” (spoken by
John the Baptist in John 1:29 KJV). That is the unique thing about
Jesus’ priesthood: He is both the priest and the sacrifice.
“Jesus is our great high priest. When He died on the cross, Christ
entered into God’s presence with the blood that atones for all of our
sins and for the sins of the whole world, His own holy precious blood
as the Son of God. Jesus our high priest entered the Holy of Holies in
heaven and made atonement for us, once and for all. He even lives to
make intercession for us. He pleads our case before the throne of
heaven.”

In the Adult Sunday School/Bible Study Class we ended November
reading about the tabernacle. In December we will read about the arrival
of our high priest in the Gospel of Luke.
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Your Trustees by Renee Meyer
The Trustees continue to work on projects around the campus to
improve beauty, safety and efficiency. A new rain gutter was installed by
Jeff Cherney, John Himes and Renee Meyer on the North side of the Rice
Building to keep Little Methodist School students safe and dry when the
rain begins.
The wood rack behind the tool shed is complete and long pieces of
wood have been placed on the racks for storage.
You may have noticed the poles that are in place in the upper
(handicapped) lot. Very soon signs will be placed on the poles stating
either “Special Needs Parking ONLY” or “No Parking”, depending on the
placement of the poles. Please leave those non-handicapped spaces
available for members and friends who have difficulty climbing stairs.
New Boy Scout projects continue to be developed, as well as plans for
re-building the ramp from the upper parking lot to Potter. The poles that
will be placed around the Narthex patio were not aligned quite right when
they were installed, so the contractor is redesigning the poles and should
get them installed soon.
Jiffy Fixers continue to work hand in hand with Trustees to stay on top
of minor maintenance projects around the campus and that is so
appreciated.
Have you noticed that the campus grounds are much more picturesque over the past several
months? That is all thanks to Wayde and Ruby Wicker, our new groundskeepers.
As always, if you notice anything around the campus that needs attention, please advise one of the
Trustees!

ACORN NEWSLETTER:
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

Dec. 26 at 9 am for January 2014 Acorn
(This is the day after Christmas.)
January 22 at 9 am for February Acorn
February 26 at 9 am for March Acorn
March 26 at 9 am for April Acorn
April 23 at 9 am for May Acorn
May 28 at 9 am for June Acorn

♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦
♦

June 25 at 9 am for July Acorn
July 23 at 9 am for August Acorn
August 27 at 9 am for September Acorn
September 24 at 9 am for October Acorn
October 22 at 9 am for November Acorn
November 26 at 9 am for Dec. Acorn
December 26 for January 2015 Acorn
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Girl Scout Troop 2427 by Catherine Blaisdell
It has been a beautifully busy Fall for the Girl Scouts! Troop members enjoyed a field trip to a local
pumpkin patch where they took a swirl on an old fashioned rope swing, played in a box filled with
corn kernels and hitched a ride on a tractor to hand pick the perfect pumpkin! Frolicking with friends
in this perfect Fall weather has been so much fun, but as scouts, we believe that it is important to
balance our blessings with gratitude. Over the past month, the girls’ thankful hearts have shined
brightly!
Troop members applauded our brave Veterans at both
the Sacramento and Folsom Veterans’ Day parades. The
girls also meticulously decorated holiday stockings which
will be stuffed with necessity items donated by scout
families and delivered to nonprofits during this holiday
season. In addition, the troops collected towels and
toiletries for the women of Mary House in hopes that
their day will be made a little more comfortable.
The Girl Scouts are also thankful to have a meeting
place where all of these ideas can take shape! We would
once again like to express our appreciation to the Fair
Girl Scout troop members display their
Oaks United Methodist Church for their generous hearts
handcrafted stockings which will be filled
and wish all of you a Merry Christmas!
with comfort items & delivered to nonprofits.

Cub Scout Pack 215 by Steve Parsley
The past 2 months for the Cub Scouts of Pack 215 have been busy.
The Summer concluded with most of the boys attending our camps like Twilight Camp or Camp
Pollock. As most of you know, Camp Pollock was a self sponsored Camp here in Sacramento. Again,
Thank You Mary Maret. The boys also had their popcorn sale that ended the summer and is
finishing this month which will raise more money for their program than they have ever done so in
the past through the popcorn program. Thank you to those of you that supported them.
The BIG news for Pack 215 is the formation of our newest Den, "The Tigers". Every year a new
Tiger Den is needed and formed and our new Den Leaders, Lauressa and Whitney, had their first den
meeting with just 2 guys but the Pack is looking forward to
helping them grow.
Our Wolf Den has been busy getting their Bobcat Badges.
The Bobcat Badge is the first badge any Cub Scout needs no
matter what age he joins at. Along with that, they obtained an
old flagpole and gave it new life by pouring concrete, painting,
and putting it up on a small private property here in Fair Oaks.
They then learned how to raise the flag and fold it.
We'll keep you posted with more details next time as there is
always more to talk about with the Cubs of Pack 215.

Page 16

Cover Letter for Declaration of Inclusion
We, the Church Councils of Elk Grove, Fair Oaks and St. Mark’s United Methodist Churches
invite you to join with us in creating a groundswell of United Methodist laity who are declaring that
there are United Methodist Churches who will offer the services and facilities of their church to all
regardless of sexual orientation. It is time that the voice of the laity be heard.
We must unshackle ourselves from rules reflecting the cultures where same sex marriages are
forbidden. We can no longer, in good conscience, deny use of our property to our members and
friends at the precious time of marriage requiring them to go somewhere else other than a United
Methodist Church to receive ministry.
Attached is a declaration we have adopted. We hope you will review it and propose its adoption
by the governing body of your church. If you have questions contact Vicki Gaugler at
vjgaugler@citlink.net or 916-761-2534, who is our contact person for all communications. Also,
members of our Administrative Councils are available to meet with other interested Councils. If
you adopt this declaration or have something similar please notify Vicki.
We hope to have 50 churches passing this declaration by February 28, 2014, at which time we will
have a press conference to present our declaration to the public. We also look forward to having a
resolution/action ready to present at our Annual Conference in June.

Please see a member of the Reconciling
Ministry for any questions, concerns,
comments, suggestions, etc. The
Reconciling Ministry is listed in the
Committee Roster which is available on
the Narthex Bulletin Board.
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Declaration of Inclusion
We, the Church Council of Fair Oaks United Methodist Church, declare that no one will be
denied the services of our church because of sexual orientation. This includes the use of our
property for same-sex marriages and holy unions.
This action is in accordance with the United Methodist Book of Discipline which states:
• “inclusiveness denies every semblance of discrimination” (¶140)
• “We affirm that all persons are individuals of sacred worth, created in the image of
God” (¶161f).
• “All persons, regardless of age, gender, marital status or sexual orientation are entitled
to have their human and civil rights ensured” (¶161f).
• “We implore families and churches not to reject or condemn lesbian and gay members
and friends”. (¶161f)
Therefore, we commit ourselves to be in ministry for and with all persons because we
understand that each individual is of sacred worth. We do this in a spirit of biblical obedience
as we practice the radical hospitality of Jesus Christ.
Enacted by Fair Oaks United Methodist Church Church Council Chair
Church Council Chair:

Date:

Background: Current United Methodist Church (UMC) policy, as outlined in the Book of Discipline,
states, “We do not condone the practice of homosexuality and consider this practice incompatible
with Christian teaching. (¶161.f) “Ceremonies that celebrate homosexual unions shall not be
conducted by our ministers and shall not be conducted in our churches.” (¶341.6)
In the summer following the 2012 General Conference, 15 regional conferences passed resolutions
in support of same-sex marriage and against the UMC’s current position on homosexuality and
marriage. Others said they would express support for a “statement of gospel obedience” that declares
the UMC to be in error for its position against homosexuality.
In July 2012, the Western Jurisdictional Conference affirmed that God’s grace and love is available
to all persons and asserted that the UMC is in error on the subject of “homosexuality’s incompatibility
with Christian teaching.” The Conferences of the Jurisdiction were invited “to operate as if the
‘incompatible’ statement in ¶161F does not exist.”
Nothing in this declaration shall infringe upon ¶340.3.a of the Discipline: “The decision to perform
the (marriage) ceremony shall be the right and responsibility of the pastor.”
This declaration was written by members of Elk Grove, Fair Oaks and St. Mark's United Methodist
Churches in the Sacramento, California area. Other United Methodist congregations are invited to
adopt such a declaration and communicate their decision to Vicki Gaugler at vjgaugler@citlink.net to
have their name and date added to the bottom of the declaration.
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Book
Club

Join us on Monday, December 16 at noon in the Church
Library as we discuss The Journey—Walking the Road to
Bethlehem by Adam Hamilton. The book retraces the actual
path of Mary and Joseph’s journey to Bethlehem and a video
presentation at the book club allows you travel with the author
from Nazareth to Bethlehem. See Mary McCollum for a copy
of the book.
Bring your lunch and join in our lively discussion!

Pinochle

Sheri Johnson will host pinochle on Friday, December 13 at
6:30 pm in the Sanctuary. Please come out to the church’s
monthly game night. Our “professional” pinochle players are
more than happy to teach newcomers the game!

Looking Ahead: Mark Your Calendar!
12/01 Advent Begins
12/07 Bethlehem Bazaar
12/14 Advent Concert
12/15 D.S. Schuyler Rhodes Preaching – Meet & Greet Fellowship Time
12/24 Christmas Eve Services
12/31 Tongan Watch Night Service
1/25/2014 Recital by Samantha Arrasmith
2/15/2014 Anuual Chili Feed and Cake Auction

Mark your Calendars! The Annual Chili Feed and Cake Auction will
be on February 15, 2014. This is always a fun event not to be missed!
More information will be provided in the January issue of the Acorn.
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DECEMBER MINISTRIES
Who’s doing what, each Sunday of the month.
Please note open items; call the Church office to volunteer.
Use this page as a reminder of what you’ve signed up for.

GREETERS

COUNTERS

1

Gretchen Hatfield

1

Elaine Bach & Pat Eichner

8

Lance & Elaine Bach

8

Ellen Frosch & Judy Shearer

15

Jeff Cherney

15

Mike Myatt & Renee Meyer

22

Sherri Johnson

22

Megan Cambridge & Bill Floyd

29

SWAG Youth Group

29

Renee Meyer

LITURGISTS
1

Diane Sommer

OFFERING

8

Cynthia Wold

1

15

Renee Meyer

8

22

Kathy Glass

15

29

Betty Phillips

22

CHILDREN’S TIME
1

Renee Meyer

8

Pastor Jeong

15

Pastor Jeong

22

Pastor Jeong

29

Renee Meyer

FLOWERS
1

Diane Sommer

8

Jeff Cherney

29

SWAG Youth Group

SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS
Lower Grades

Upper Grades

1

Phyllis Martin

Ruby Wicker

8

Adriane Samcoff

Megan Cambridge

15

Frances Myatt

Mary Maret

22

Mary Ellen Milne

Nancy Klanjac

29

15
22

Poinsettias

COFFEE FELLOWSHIP HOSTS

29

SWAG Youth Group

1

Tongan Congregation

8

Mary and Joe Maret

15

Phinney/Couch/Floyd Team

22

Ruby Wicker and Lora Allen

29

Ellen Frosch

COMMUNION STEWARD
Roy and Gay Anderson
COMMUNION SERVERS on December 1
Bill Floyd
Nancy Edwards

Event Quick Filter
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Fair Oaks United Methodist Church

Navigate:

2012

Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

2014

December 2013
Sunday

Monday

1

Dec
Sanctuary 6:00a -7:00a Korean Central Presbyterian Church
(KCPC) Morning Prayer
Library 9:00a -9:45a Bible Study
Sanctuary 10:00a -11:30a Worship
Wesley Hal 11:00a -12:00p KCPC Choir Rehearsal
Potter 1&2 11:30a -3:00p KCPC Youth Worship & Sunday
School
Sanctuary 12:00p -4:00p KCPC Worship at 12:30
Library 2:00p -3:00p KCPC Small Group Meeting
Sanctuary 4:00p -5:30p Tongan-language Worship
Communion
8
Sanctuary 6:00a -7:00a Korean Central Presbyterian Church
(KCPC) Morning Prayer
Library 9:00a -9:45a Bible Study
Sanctuary 10:00a -11:30a Worship
Library 11:00a -12:00p Worship Ministry
Wesley Hal 11:00a -12:00p KCPC Choir Rehearsal
Potter 1&2 11:30a -3:00p KCPC Youth Worship & Sunday
School
Sanctuary 12:00p -4:00p KCPC Worship at 12:30
Library 2:00p -3:00p KCPC Small Group Meeting
Sanctuary 4:00p -5:30p Tongan-language Worship
Pick up Cake pans
15
Sanctuary 6:00a -7:00a Korean Central Presbyterian Church
(KCPC) Morning Prayer
Library 9:00a -9:45a Bible Study
Sanctuary 10:00a -11:30a Worship
Wesley Hal 11:00a -12:00p KCPC Choir Rehearsal
Potter 1&2 11:30a -3:00p KCPC Youth Worship & Sunday
School
Sanctuary 12:00p -4:00p KCPC Worship at 12:30
Library 2:00p -3:00p KCPC Small Group Meeting
Sanctuary 4:00p -5:30p Tongan-language Worship
Drop off Cakes
22
Sanctuary 6:00a -7:00a Korean Central Presbyterian Church
(KCPC) Morning Prayer
Library 9:00a -9:45a Bible Study
Sanctuary 10:00a -11:30a Worship
Wesley Hal 11:00a -12:00p KCPC Choir Rehearsal
Potter 1&2 11:30a -3:00p KCPC Youth Worship & Sunday
School
Sanctuary 12:00p -4:00p KCPC Worship at 12:30
Library 2:00p -3:00p KCPC Small Group Meeting
Sanctuary 4:00p -5:30p Tongan-language Worship
29
Sanctuary 6:00a -7:00a Korean Central Presbyterian Church
(KCPC) Morning Prayer
Library 9:00a -9:45a Bible Study
Sanctuary 10:00a -11:30a Worship
Wesley Hal 11:00a -12:00p KCPC Choir Rehearsal
Library 11:15a -12:15p Outreach Ministries Devotion & Prayer
Potter 1&2 11:30a -3:00p KCPC Youth Worship & Sunday
School
Sanctuary 12:00p -4:00p KCPC Worship at 12:30
Library 2:00p -3:00p KCPC Small Group Meeting
Sanctuary 4:00p -5:30p Tongan-language Worship
Pastor Jeong on vacation thru Jan. 9

2

Display: Month

Slide

Add Events: Daily

Block
Duration

Abs
Periodic

Tuesday
3

Boy Scouts Pack 215 Pack Meeting
Boy Scouts
Spencer 7:00p -8:30p Board of Trustees
Wesley Hal 7:00p -9:00p

Boy Scout Den Mtg
Potter 4 6:30p -8:30p Women's Support Group
Wesley Hal 7:00p -9:00p Boy Scouts
Potter 1&2 6:00p -8:15p

16
Book Club
Wesley Hal 7:00p -9:00p Boy Scouts
Library 12:00p -2:00p

5:30p -8:30p

Sanctuary 6:00a -7:00a

Potter 4 7:00p -8:15p

Potter 1&2 7:00p -9:00p

Morning Prayer

Girl Scout Meeting
Wesley Hal 6:30p -8:00p FA
Sanctuary 7:30p -9:00p Korean Central Presbyterian Church
Bible Study

17

18

Women's Support Group
Wesley Hal 7:00p -9:00p Boy Scouts
Little Methodist School Christmas Break through January 3,
2014
Potter 4 6:30p -8:30p

30

Print View

Sanctuary 7:30p -9:15p

Choir Rehearsal

Hospitality Committee
Library 11:00a -12:00p Centering Prayer
Potter 4 7:00p -8:15p SWAG - Students Worshiping an
Awesome God
Sanctuary 7:30p -9:15p Choir Rehearsal
Spencer 10:00a -12:00p

19

Life's Challenges Support Group
FA
Sanctuary 7:30p -9:00p Korean Central Presbyterian Church
Bible Study

Centering Prayer
Potter 4 7:00p -8:15p SWAG - Students Worshiping an
Awesome God
Wesley Hal 7:00p -8:00p Boy Scout Troop 215 Committee
Meeting
Sanctuary 7:30p -9:15p Choir Rehearsal

24

25

26

Christmas Eve Worship
Sanctuary 9:00p -10:00p Christmas Eve Worship
Christmas Eve

Girl Scout Meeting
Wesley Hal 6:30p -8:00p FA
Sanctuary 7:30p -9:00p Korean Central Presbyterian Church
Bible Study
Christmas Day

Sanctuary 7:00p -8:30p

31

Boy Scouts
Pastor Jeong on vacation thru Jan. 9
Wesley Hal 7:00p -9:00p

Awesome God

12

Potter 1&2 10:00a -1:00p

Sanctuary 10:30a -12:30p

Little Methodist School Mrs. Claus

Visit
Library 6:00p -7:30p

Wesley Hal 6:30p -8:00p

23

Sanctuary 5:00p -12:00a

Tongan Congregation Watch Night

Service
Pastor Jeong on vacation thru Jan. 9

Little Methodist School Parents' Night Out
SLAA
Wesley Hal Korean Central Presbyterian Church meeting

Library 11:00a -12:00p

11

2:00p -3:00p

Saturday
7

Wesley Hal 6:30p -8:00p

Congregational Caring Ministry
Library 4:30p -5:30p Life's Challenges Leaders Meeting
Wesley Hal 7:30p -8:30p Boy Scouts Pack 215 Committee
Meeting

Pre-Council meeting with Pastor and Council
Chair - Pastor's Study
Spencer 6:15p -8:30p Finance Committee

Centering Prayer
SWAG - Students Worshiping an

Friday
6

Library 6:00p -7:30p

10
Spencer 3:00p -4:30p

Thursday
5

Life's Challenges Support Group
FA
Sanctuary 7:30p -9:00p Korean Central Presbyterian Church
Bible Study

Sanctuary 7:00p -9:00p

9

Wednesday
4

Potter 1&2 10:00a -1:00p

Jan
Life's Challenges Support Group
Wesley Hal 6:30p -8:00p FA
Sanctuary 7:30p -9:00p Korean Central Presbyterian Church
Bible Study
New Year's Day
Pastor Jeong on vacation thru Jan. 9

Library 11:00a -12:00p

ACORN deadline 9:00 AM
Library 11:00a -12:00p Centering Prayer
Potter 4 7:00p -8:15p SWAG - Students Worshiping an
Awesome God
Sanctuary 7:30p -9:15p Choir Rehearsal
Pastor Jeong on vacation thru Jan. 9
9:00a -9:00a

1

2

Library 6:00p -7:30p

Spencer 10:00a -12:00p

Hospitality Committee
Library 11:00a -12:00p Centering Prayer
Potter 4 7:00p -8:15p SWAG - Students Worshiping an
Awesome God
Sanctuary 7:30p -9:15p Choir Rehearsal
Pastor Jeong on vacation thru Jan. 9

Korean Central Presbyterian Church

Trinity Band Rehearsal
Women's AA
Sanctuary 12:00p -4:00p First Call Hospice event
Sanctuary 6:30p -8:30p Bethlehem Bazaar
Wesley Hal 7:00p -9:00p Tongan Choir Rehearsal
Sanctuary 9:00a -11:00a

Wesley Hal 10:00a -12:00p

13
Little Methodist School Chapel
Sanctuary 6:30p -9:00p Pinochle
Potter 1&2 7:00p -9:00p SLAA
Wesley Hal Korean Central Presbyterian Church meeting
Sanctuary 11:00a -11:30a

14
Sanctuary 6:00a -7:00a

Morning Prayer

Women's AA
Tongan Choir Rehearsal
Sanctuary Advent Concert
Sanctuary 7:00p -9:00p

20

21

SLAA
Wesley Hal Korean Central Presbyterian Church meeting

Morning Prayer

Potter 1&2 7:00p -9:00p

Korean Central Presbyterian Church

Wesley Hal 10:00a -12:00p

Sanctuary 6:00a -7:00a

Korean Central Presbyterian Church
Women's AA
Tongan Choir Rehearsal

Wesley Hal 10:00a -12:00p
Sanctuary 7:00p -9:00p

27

28

SLAA
Wesley Hal Korean Central Presbyterian Church meeting
Pastor Jeong on vacation thru Jan. 9

Morning Prayer

Potter 1&2 7:00p -9:00p

Sanctuary 6:00a -7:00a

Korean Central Presbyterian Church

Women's AA
Tongan Choir Rehearsal
Pastor Jeong on vacation thru Jan. 9
Wesley Hal 10:00a -12:00p
Sanctuary 7:00p -9:00p

3

4

SLAA
Wesley Hal Korean Central Presbyterian Church meeting
Pastor Jeong on vacation thru Jan. 9

Morning Prayer

Potter 1&2 7:00p -9:00p

Sanctuary 6:00a -7:00a

Korean Central Presbyterian Church

Women's AA
Tongan Choir Rehearsal
Pastor Jeong on vacation thru Jan. 9
Wesley Hal 10:00a -12:00p
Sanctuary 7:00p -9:00p
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Fair Oaks United Methodist Church
Business Directory
Made by JOANNE
Baskets for all occasions!
Birthday
Easter
Anniversary
Christmas
Mother’s Day
Father’s Day
Picnic

BBQ
Nuts to You
Soup
Spaghetti
Coffee
Newborn
Wedding

Handmade Rings
Adorable Affordable Door
Adornments
Must see items!
Please call 952-8959
Thank you! Joanne Cossairt

Q: Why do we have a business directory in a church
newsletter?
A: The donations provided by the above businesses help offset
the cost of publishing a monthly newsletter.
Q: Who are the people behind these businesses?
A: They are members or regular attendees who consider
FOUMC their church home and wish to share their
business talents with their church family.
Q: Can I be listed in the business directory each month?
A: Yes! Contact the church office at 961-6631 or
office@fairoaksumc.org to learn more.

Fair Oaks United Methodist
Church

9849 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Fair Oaks, CA 95628
Phone: (916) 961-6631
Fax: (916) 961-1572
E-mail: office@fairoaksumc.org

Promoting the love of Christ and nurturing
spiritual growth for each individual, the
church and the community.

We’re on the web!
www.fairoaksumc.org

The Fair Oaks’ ACORN is published monthly by the
Fair Oaks United Methodist Church and is
distributed at the end of each month.
Next Deadline: Thursday, Dec. 26 at 9 am. Submit
articles to the church office in person or by email
at office@fairoaksumc.org. Submissions may be
edited for accuracy, length or clarity.

