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Sunday, September 17 at 10 am
in the Courtyard of
Fair Oaks UMC
Contact: Kathy Glass and the Worship Ministry Team
Join us as we honor the way the gospel was taught by
Jesus, John Wesley, and others by moving our worship
service outside.

FEATURED BUSINESS:



Bring your blankets and camp chairs for lawn seating
if you desire.



Seating also provided in Sanctuary chairs along the
sidewalks.



A potluck brunch will be served inside following the
service.

Fair Oaks United Methodist Church
9849 Fair Oaks Blvd., Fair Oaks, CA 95628 | 916.961.6631 | www.fairoaksumc.org
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A Seed of Hope for our Community
By Pastor Jeong Park
Recently, two questions have been lingering in my heart and they spiritually challenged me to think
of creative ministry ideas. The first question is “In the Fair Oaks community, what is our church
known for?” and the other is “What if we had to close our church tomorrow due to many

challenges, who would grieve over our disappearance from the community?”

Our church is called to reach out to our neighbors, make connections, and make any difference in
the community we can as a messenger of God’s love and as a bridge-builder between the church and
our neighbors. What special things do we have to offer to our neighbors?
I preached about Jesus’ parable - a farmer’s seed - one Sunday in August. What if we imagine that
the church is called to be a farmer for our community, what kinds of seeds are we going to plant and
spread to our community through our outreach efforts and new ministries? The message on our
church sign in the parking lot is “Scatter kindness.” How can we spread kindness, love and
compassion in Fair Oaks?
I have an idea of creating Small Acts of Kindness: Projects for Our Community as we strive to
be a vital and influential congregation in our community. What if we reached out to our community
every month with an act of kindness or an invitation of fellowship? What might happen? Below is a
list of 10 ideas to get started:
 Outdoor Worship Service (Under the Canopy of Heaven) - September


Tongan Luau (Pacific Island cultural festival, if possible) - October



Thanksgiving Harvest Day / Free Children Day with Little Methodist School and our community
- November
Student Study Center (open one of our buildings to students in our neighborhood on Saturdays
for quiet study space during their mid-term or final-term period) - December
Fair Oaks United Methodist Church Rummage Sale - January
Social potluck/community building dinner with a free children’s program for single parents February
Collect children’s clothes from our congregation and give them away to our community without
charge – March






Collect e-waste, computers and any electronic devices for recycling - April
 Free tutoring / homework study for kindergarten & elementary school children – May
 Free music with potluck social - June
The church is also called to be a seed of hope, a new possibility and a part of God’s reign that is
powerfully growing, not only for surviving but also transforming our lives and our community. I
hope our Fair Oaks church continues to dream dreams, do good, and keep planting and spreading
our small acts of kindness within our community. This is what God wants us to do and to become!
Blessings,
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Prayer Requests
Karlene Brown is asking prayers for safety for the Sims.
Barbara and Leon Sims relocated to Georgetown, Texas about 35
miles northeast from Austin. Latest report is their home is safe
and their daughter's home about an hour away is safe and their
son's home near San Antonio has not flooded. Praise God for
this and continuing prayers for everyone in this storm.
Michele, Rosanne Stephenson's sister, is asking prayers for
Steven Kaufman. Steven had heart surgery to replace a
pacemaker. Pray for a successful surgery. And please pray for
comfort and peace of mind for Michele, Jessica and Steve Jr.
Theresa Gamble is our Nursery Care Provider on
Sunday mornings. A friend of her daughter's, 34-year-old
Johnny, was electrocuted and killed while working as an
electrician. Theresa asks for prayers for Johnny's family as they
go through this very tough time.
Joanne Cossairt had surgery for a torn hip muscle on August 15. She is doing well and is at
home. Please pray for continued healing and comfort. The Cossairt address is 6952 Birchwood
Circle, Citrus Heights, CA 95621.
Continued prayers for Lola Morphis. She has had a couple of falls recently and has been moved to
a skilled nursing facility. Her new mailing address is Manor Care, 7807 Uplands Way, Room 304,
Citrus Heights, CA 95610.
Betty Phillips is asking prayers for a friend, Ray Miller. Ray suffered a stroke and is
hospitalized. Please pray for comfort and healing.
Betty Steinbach is asking prayers for grandchildren Joe, Raven and their mother's whole family at
the sudden death of their Uncle David Parton. Please pray for peace of mind and comfort for them.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
Please keep Stan and Alma Andrus, Lola
Morphis, Norma Bennett, Margy Lauritzen,
and all of our church members and friends who
may not make it to church regularly in your prayers.

Do you have prayer requests?

Contact Nancy Klanjac (nanklan1@aol.com; 9675427), so the members of our prayer chain can pray
for you, or contact the Church Office
(office@fairoaksumc.org; 961-6631) to have your
requests printed in the Acorn.

Communion for
the Homebound
Communion for the
Homebound will be offered
on the first Sunday of each
month. Please contact the
Church Office if you or
someone you know would
like to receive communion
in their home.
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Thank you to Phyllis Brantley for volunteering to deliver food donations to
the Sunrise Christian Food Ministry once a month.
Thank you to Mary McCollum for donating the Yerba Buena ground cover
around the Peace Pole in our Memorial Garden. And thanks to Ruby and
Wayde Wicker for planting it.

Marie Callender’s Dine In for Dollars
Fundraiser held on Friday, August 4, 2017
Thank you all for participating and supporting this fundraiser.
We raised $176.98 for the church’s general budget just for eating dinner!
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Looking at the Church Budget
Through a New Lens
By Cheryl Raney, Finance Chair
Our church budget is much more than numbers on a page. Yes, the budget is a necessary tool for
managing income and expenses, but it also represents the money we all contribute to make our
mission and ministry possible. When people ask you about your church, what do you tell them? Do
you talk about how much it costs to heat the building or the income from our last fund-raising event?
Most likely, you talk about the worship services and special events at Fair Oaks United Methodist
Church, or about one of our many ministries that is meaningful to you, or about the friendly, caring
pastor, staff and congregation. When you think about our church budget, remember that it provides
support and resources for all of us to serve God and it symbolizes our collective effort and
commitment to carry out our Christian mission.
Budgets are moral documents that reflect the values and priorities of a family, church, organization, city, state, or
nation. They tell us what is most important and valued to those making the budget.
— Jim Wallis, Sojourners

From the Trustees by Renee Meyer
As we look at the end of summer, we forge ahead with new projects for our ‘lil church on the hill.
We have finally completed building the iron fence to the point where our neighbors can complete
their plan, but it still needs to be painted in several sections. A plan is being thought through to
achieve the best result. That will become a new work-day project in the future.
Other projects that have been completed recently, with the help of Jiffy Fixers: removing excess
electric controls and miscellaneous boxes and re-taping and plastering walls in Potter, re-stabilizing
bulletin boards and hanging new white boards in Potter, re-stabilizing the grates in the fence railings at
Little Methodist School (LMS), re-welding a broken hand rail in LMS along with numerous other
small jobs.
Keep your eyes open for the date of the Fall Work Day. Projects are still under consideration so
please advise a Trustee if you have ideas!
Thanks so much to all that helped in the construction and completion of the iron fence to the west.
There are too many names to list! It means so much to see everyone work as a team.

Before:

After:
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It’s Back to School - for us!
By Mary McCollum
Once again we are returning to Adam Hamilton “U” for our fall small discussion groups. This
year we are examining what we believe as Christians as found in the Apostle’s Creed. This
statement of beliefs was founded in the 400s. It is believed and is ascribed to across Christdom
(including Catholics with a slightly different
ending). It stands for a basis of who we are
and how we choose to live our lives.
Our small groups will again meet in the
Library and begin with a clip from Adam
Hamilton expounding on various phrases of
the creed. His “pulpit” is in a renovated bar—a
satellite of his mega church The United
Methodist Church of the Resurrection in the
Kansas City area. He speaks to us each week
from a DVD clip.
Now is the time for you to chose which
group you want to journey with and SIGN UP
on the orange forms on the bulletin board in
the Narthex. You have three groups from
which to choose:
1. Wednesday at 2:00 with Cheryl Raney and
Karlene Brown facilitating
2. Saturdays at 10:00 with Pastor Jeong and
Sharon Jackson facilitating
3. Sundays after worship with Kathy Glass and
Rosanne Stephenson facilitating
So make your choice and sign up during
September. That way we will order a $10 book
for you. Here’s an opportunity to reach out to
a friend and invite them to come too. Include sharing transportation so they will feel really
welcome. We want to be a welcome center where we have Open Minds, Open Doors, and Open
Hearts.
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Share Your Burden. Divide Your Grief.
By Mary McCollum, Worship Ministry
The Worship Ministry team would like to begin a new addition to our Communion experience.
Each Communion Sunday there will be two “prayer partners” stationed at each end of the
communion rail. If you would like to share your concern with this person, please wait by them for
your turn. They will ask you quietly to tell them your concern and they will pray there for and with
you. Hearing another voice united with your burden is often very helpful. Give it a try and see for
yourself.

How is it with your Soul?
By Kathy Glass
John Wesley wanted the group of Christians he
shepherded to work on their spiritual connection
together. Here at Fair Oaks there are opportunities
for this connection. One of them meets most
Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm. Join us in the
Library. We promise a small experience in
journeying to be closer to our God.

Life’s Challenges Support Group for Men & Women
September 4 and 18 at 6 pm in the Library
Life's Challenges provides support for persons coping with difficult challenges such as divorce,
unemployment, loss of a loved one, financial problems and more. We offer opportunities for renewal,
restoration and kinship in a safe, nurturing and confidential environment. Meets on 1st and 3rd
Mondays. Call the Church Office 961-6631 or contact Loretta Dodge for more information.

Page 9

Adult Bible Study by Loren Guffey
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9 am in the Library.
Home Study Guides available on the Narthex Bulletin Board.
"For this is the covenant That I will make with the house of Israel after those days,
saith the Lord; I will put my laws into their mind, and write them in their hearts: and I
will be to them a God, and they shall be to me a people:” (Hebrews 8:10)
We are familiar with contracts. When the parties to a contract are on a par with each
other they negotiate the terms, agree on them, and the signed contract becomes
mutually binding. Vassal covenants (contracts) were developed in ancient times. They
were a one sided kind of contract that a conquering king might impose on a defeated
one. In our time, because of how the economy has evolved in this young century,
workers with special skills are often contract workers. Such contracts allow the
employer to avoid some burdensome costs and regulatory requirements associated
with permanent employment.
Which one of these arrangements most resembles the Divine covenants between
God and mankind?
This Fall quarter we will be discussing God’s covenants and the signs of the
covenants. The signs are sometimes reassuring to us and sometimes a seal of the
covenant. The covenants are promises and sometimes they require our participation.
In order to provide perspective we will read of the Old Testament covenants and
progress to the New Testament. There are significant differences between the
covenants of the Old Testament and the New Testament covenant. I think you will
find great joy in new covenant.
All this is bound to provoke some interesting discussions in our Sunday morning
Bible Study group. Why not join us?
“To choose to suffer means that there is something wrong; to choose God’s will
even if it means suffering is a very different thing.” Oswald Chambers.
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Gift Option - How to Give
From the Endowment Ministry
One of the many ways - Bequests
Benefits of a bequest:
Receive an estate tax charitable deduction
 Reduce the burden of taxes on your family
 Leave a lasting legacy to charity


How a bequest works:
A bequest is one of the easiest gifts to make. With the help of an attorney, you can include language
in your will or trust specifying a gift to be made to family, friends or your local church, charity or
favorite ministry as part of your estate plan, or you can make a bequest using a beneficiary
designation form.
Here are some of the ways to leave a bequest to your church:
 Include a bequest to your church in your will or revocable trust
 Designate your local church as a full, partial or contingent beneficiary of your retirement
account (IRA, 401(k), 403(b) or pension)
 Name your church as a beneficiary of your life insurance policy
A bequest may be made in several ways:
 Percentage bequest – make a gift of a percentage of your estate
 Specific bequest – make a gift of a specific dollar amount or a specific asset
Residual bequest – make a gift from the balance or residue of your estate
The method used to make a bequest will depend on the kind of gift you choose to leave to
California-Nevada United Methodist Foundation.


Bequests of real estate, personal property, business interests and cash are typically made by way of a
will, revocable trust or even a simple codicil to your current estate plan. Your estate planning attorney
can assist you in preparing the necessary papers for you to complete the bequest.
Other bequests, such as those involving retirement assets, insurance policy, bank accounts and
stock and bonds, are typically made by completing the appropriate beneficiary designation form.
Simply contact your retirement plan administrator, life insurance company, bank or investment
broker and ask them to send you the appropriate ”beneficiary designation” or “payable on death”
form. To complete your bequest, you will need to complete and sign the form and then send I back
to the person who originally sent the form to you.
The last step in leaving any bequest involves the transfer to charity. When you pass away, the
bequest property will be transferred to California-Nevada United Methodist Foundation. The full
value of this gift will be transferred tax-free and your estate will receive an estate tax charitable
deduction.

Page 11

Simply Scrumptious!
By Mary McCollum
Simply scrumptious that's what you can say. The July gathering on
a hot day found us inside at Virginia Grabbe's. She and caterer Joy
Gilbert really treated us. From the tasty "telling" tea party to the
over-the-hill ice cream social, we told stories and reminisced. It was
both scrumptious and delicious. A surprise treat ended our time
with a vocal solo by Sammie Lee Wilhoit. Her sweet voice was a
blessing to us all. Thank you one and ALL!
We planned the next gathering for October 16 (a Monday)
at 12:00 at Mary McCollum’s. We hope to enjoy a Planned Picnic
on the Patio. Save the date!

Virginia Grabbe
Gay Anderson
Roy Anderson
Loretta Dodge
Dick Easterbrook
Sue Easterbrook
Sammie Lee Wilhoit
Mary McCollum
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Preschool News
By Sue Jas, Director
We are excited to have school starting on September
5! There are only a couple openings in our toddler and 3-yearold classes. Our pre-kindergarten class has several openings in
its Tuesday/Thursday class. Please email the director
at littleschool@sbcglobal.net or call at (916) 961-0368.
Looking Ahead:
Trike-A-Thon Fundriaser -- This year our annual Trike-A-Thon is set for Saturday, October 28 on
the school parking lot. It is sure to be a fun morning with the children riding their bikes, a bounce
house, games and silent auction. Stop by if you can.
Chicken Festival -- We will have a booth with FOUMC at the Fair Oaks Chicken Festival
on Saturday, September 16!
Mixed Bag Fundraiser -- Our Mixed Bag fundraiser will start on September 25. We will have
catalogs at the back of the church and in the church secretary's office in a few weeks.

Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday, 9 am - 1 pm
The office will be closed September 4 and 18.
When the office is closed, urgent prayer requests or
pastoral care needs can be directed to Pastor Jeong,
Nancy Klanjac (Prayer Chain, 967-5427,
nanklan1@aol.com), or Betty Phillips (Caring Minister,
482-3514, bettyharrahs@hotmail.com).

SWAG had an Epiphany!
The SWAG (Students Worshipping an Awesome God) Youth Group has evolved into the
Epiphany Young Adult Group. They meet weekly on Thursdays at 7 pm in the Epiphany Room
(previously known as the Teen Room). See Adriane Samcoff for more information.
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Jiffy Fixers

†

Every Tuesday at 9 am
Contact: Jim Allen
Heifer Happenings
Coming in October… another clothing drive…
stay tuned for details!

DON’T FORGET:
In Honor and In Memory cards are always
available for a meaningful gift anytime of the year.
Let someone else give ordinary!
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“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of
the least of these who are members of my
family, you did it to me.”
Matthew 25:40

Outreach Sunday is the first Sunday of every month.
Please bring your donations to support our various local
outreach ministries including Sunrise Christian Food Bank,
Downtown Ministries, Tarps and Seasonal Support for the
Homeless, and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.

Downtown Ministries
Collection Jar
Contact: Karlene Brown

A collection jar for
Downtown Ministries can
be found in the Narthex
on the 1st Sunday of each
month. Fair Oaks United
Methodist Church makes
ongoing
monetary
donations to support
Downtown Ministries’
many programs.

Sunrise
Christian
Food Bank
Contact:
Sheri Johnson

Canned Fruit or Vegetables
Canned Tuna (5 oz. preferred)
Macaroni & Cheese
Dry Beans — Rice
Peanut Butter (18 oz. preferred)
Ramen-type Soup Mix
Cold Cereal
Canned Meats

BRING YOUR DONATIONS
1st SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH!

Tarps & Seasonal Support for the Homeless
Contact: Ruby and Wayde Wicker

In addition to providing tarps for shelter,
Ruby and Wayde Wicker hand out other
items as the season dictates. (Think flipflops in the summer and rain ponchos in the
winter.) Monetary donations may be placed
in the offering plate. (Please write “Tarps”
in the memo line of a check or on the
outside of an envelope for a cash donation.)
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Upcoming Events at United Methodist Churches
in the Sunrise Circuit, the Los Rios District, & beyond...
(Sunrise Circuit Churches include Rio Linda UMC, Elverta UMC, Trinity UMC,
St. Mark’s UMC, St. Andrew’s UMC, Citrus Heights UMC, Sacramento Cho-Un Korean UMC,
Fair Oaks UMC, UMC of Rancho Cordova, and Wesley UMC.)
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Book Club
September’s Book Club selection is Secret Wife by Gill Paul.
From amazon.com: “A Russian grand duchess and an English journalist.
Linked by one of the world’s greatest mysteries… Love. Guilt. Heartbreak.
1914: Russia is on the brink of collapse, and the Romanov family faces a
terrifyingly uncertain future. Grand Duchess Tatiana has fallen in love with
cavalry officer Dmitri, but events take a catastrophic turn, placing their
romance – and their lives – in danger . . . 2016: Kitty Fisher escapes to her
great-grandfather’s remote cabin in America, after a devastating revelation
makes her flee London. There, on the shores of Lake Akanabee, she discovers
the spectacular jewelled pendant that will lead her to a long-buried family
secret . . . Haunting, moving and beautifully written, The Secret Wife
effortlessly crosses centuries, as past merges with present in an unforgettable
story of love, loss and resilience.”
Bring a sack lunch and join us on September 25 at noon in the library.
Upcoming selections: The Lost City of the Monkey God by Douglas Preston,
What Alice Forgot by Liane Moriarity, The Book of Joy by Douglas Abrams

Pinochle
Ellen Frosch and Betty Steinbach will host pinochle on Friday, September 8 at
6:30 pm in the Sanctuary. Come on out for a night of fellowship and fun. We
will teach you to play Pinochle if you have never played before!

Mark Your Calendar With These Upcoming Dates…
09/04 Labor Day - church office closed.
09/05 Little Methodist School
Fall session begins
09/05 Kitchen Clean-up, 10 am
09/10 Chancel Choir returns

11/05
11/19
11/23
12/03

Daylight Saving Time ends.
Fall back 1 hour.
Charge Conference
Thanksgiving - church office closed.
1st Sunday in Advent

to Sunday Worship services
Fair Oaks Chicken Festival,

12/03
12/24

Marathon - possible road closures.
Christmas Eve (on a Sunday this year)

10 am - 6 pm
Outdoor Worship Service
in the Courtyard, 10 am
Little Methodist School Trike-a-Thon
All Saints Sunday

12/25
12/31

Christmas Day - church office closed.
Tongan Ministry Watch Night service

09/16
09/17
10/28
11/05

2018
1/26 - 1/27 Rummage Sale
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SIGN-UPS
September 3 - Communion September 10 - Chancel Choir returns
September 17 - Outdoor Service, Band Sunday

Greeters

Flowers

3

3

Coffee Fellowship
Hosts

10

10

3 Tongan Ministry

17

17 no flowers

10 Marets

24

24

17 Phinney/
Couch/Floyd
24 Wicker/Martin

Liturgists

Offering

3 Cynthia Wold

3

10

10

17 Kathy Glass

17

24

24

Easy Worship
Operators
3 Adriane Samcoff
10 Andrew Maret
17 Youngjae Park
24 Adriane Samcoff

Children's Time

Counters

3 Dedra Beauchamp

3 Ellen Frosch/Pat Eichner

10 Pastor Jeong Park

10 Bill Floyd/Elaine Bach

17 Dedra Beauchamp

17 Bill Floyd/Lyn Gras

24 Dedra Beauchamp

24 Chong Suk Henderson/
Mike Wilhoit

September Communion
Steward:

Sunday School Teachers

Ellen Couch

10 Nancy Klanjac

Communion Servers:

17 Nancy Klanjac

Anne Rohwer

24 Mary Maret

Elaine Bach

3 Phyllis Martin

HOW TO SIGN UP
You can help out – try
to sign up a month or
more ahead of time.
You can call the
Church Office or sign
up on the clipboard
found on the Narthex
shelf. Thanks for your
help!

September 2017 Calendar - Fair Oaks UMC

Fair Oaks United Methodist Church Business Directory

Q: Why do we
have a
business
directory in
a church
newsletter?
A: The
donations
provided by
the
businesses
listed help
offset the
cost of
publishing a
monthly
newsletter.

Local Contact: Cheryl Raney, rothraney@aol.com

Q: Who are the people behind these businesses?
A: They are members or regular attendees who consider FOUMC their church home and wish to share
their business talents with their church family.

Q: Can I be listed in the business directory each month?
A: Yes! Contact the church office at 961-6631 or Office@FairOaksUMC.org to learn more.

Fair Oaks
United Methodist Church

9849 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Fair Oaks, CA 95628
Phone: (916) 961-6631
Fax: (916) 961-1572
E-mail: office@fairoaksumc.org

Promoting the love of Christ and nurturing
spiritual growth for each individual, the
church and the community.

We’re on the web!
www.fairoaksumc.org

The Fair Oaks’ ACORN is published monthly by the Fair
Oaks United Methodist Church and is distributed at the
end of each month. Newsletters are also online at
FairOaksUMC.org/#/find-out-more/newsletters.
Next Deadline: Wednesday, September 27 at 9 am.
Submit articles to the Church Office in person or by
email at office@fairoaksumc.org. Submissions may be
edited for accuracy, length or clarity.

