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Back to School by Mary McCollum
On the back of each week’s Sunday bulletin we find our core values.
These include continuing spiritual growth. In pursuit of this we
intentionally offer a variety of small groups to meet specific needs. Twice a
year we gather in concurrent small groups (at differing times and places)
discussing a common written work. So now it is time for our Back to
School signups!
We have chosen a splendid work by our old
friend, Adam Hamilton. He has newly published
The Call—the Life and Message of the Apostle
Paul. Because Paul is credited with writing 13 of
the New Testament’s 27 books, his writings and
his missionary trips to establish the beginning
Christian churches inform much of our theology
today. “One–third of the world’s population
look to his writings for inspiration, spiritual
direction, and ethical guidance, more than follow
the teachings of Muhammad, the Buddha, and
Confucius combined.” So there is good reason
for us to be well acquainted with the times and
cultures in which these began.
Each Sunday in September you will find the signup forms on the bulletin
board in the Narthex. Signing up prompts us to order a book for you.
Books will cost us $10 each with scholarships available to discussion group
participants. We will meet 3 weeks in October beginning on the 13th and 3
weeks in November, ending on the 19th before the holidays begin. Two
new groups are planned: (1) a men’s group, “Conversations with our
Pastor” and (2) a Tongan Ministry group. So choose the time and location
that is convenient for you and sign up NOW.
Did we tell you that there is a great CD video component that will be a
part of each week’s gatherings? Pictures from this CD are sprinkled
throughout the text. We think this is the best work of Adam Hamilton yet!
You won’t want to miss this opportunity.
The Call Small Group Meeting Times as of 8/30/16:



Thursdays at 1 pm in the Library



Saturdays at 9 am in the Library




Saturday Men’s Group at 9 am in
the Pastor’s Study
Sundays after worship in the Library
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In Memory of Our Beloved Sister, Margo Williams
By Pastor Jeong Park
God finally took our beloved Margo to His loving home in heaven. Gratefully, I was there with
Margo’s family on that night and we had a sacred moment to pray together. We expressed our
gratitude for our time with Margo and shared memories of her love. We expressed our grief and
sorrow at the loss, too. I pray that God’s peace and comfort will be with Margo’s family in this
difficult transition.
Fair Oaks United Methodist Church had been Margo’s earthly spiritual home, but now she is in her
ultimate and everlasting home. When Margo was diagnosed for hospice care, she told me that she
would want to end her life with the assistance of a new California law. She told me that she was
waiting for her doctor’s approval. But two weeks ago, her body rapidly went down hill and she
peacefully passed away. During her last month, I was with her on her final walk as her soul
companion. I witnessed her taking heavy amounts of morphine three times a day and saw her body
gradually declining every single day. One day, when I was about to leave, I asked her if there was
anything that I could do to help. She shared that she was forgetting how to pray the Lord’s Prayer. We
recited the Lord’s Prayer together. I saw the tears in her eyes. Every week that I met with her, she
enjoyed holding my hands and sharing her life stories.
I am personally glad that she is relieved from her pain
and suffering. Death was a healing option to her. Margo
often said to me that she wasn’t afraid of death; rather, she
was quite ready to go to her ultimate home. Truly, she had
courage to win the battle of death. She also had firm faith to be with
God and her son Matthew in her permanent home. It was my great
honor to be with her during her last mile on earth. When I
saw her the day before she passed away, her face looked
very pale and she was barely responsive. But she
recognized me immediately when I held her hands and
prayed. I gently spoke to her, “Margo, do not be afraid,
God is with you.” I saw her lips move and she seemed to
say, “Thank you!” What a blessing she could say, “Thank
you!” before she departed her earthly life. What a privilege
I had the opportunity by being there for her as a
companion of God’s grace and mercy!

Margo, Thank you. I love you. Good-bye.

A memorial service will be held for Margo Williams in mid-September.
Exact date and time will be announced as plans are finalized.
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Prayer Requests
Continued prayers of healing and comfort for Betty Phillips
after her recent surgery.
Erin McKay had minor surgery in August. Please pray for a
rapid recovery, for healing and strength.
Continued prayers for the family of Margo Williams and all of
us who loved her and will miss her greatly.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
Please keep Stan and Alma Andrus, Lola Morphis, Norma
Bennett, Jewel Gilmore, Margy Lauritzen, Lora Allen,
Virginia Wells, Steve Robinson, and all of our church
members and friends who may not make it to church regularly in
your prayers.

Do you have prayer requests?
Contact Nancy Klanjac (nanklan1@aol.com; 967-5427), so the members of our prayer chain can pray
for you, or contact the Church Office (office@fairoaksumc.org; 961-6631) to have your requests
printed in the Acorn.

Fair Oaks UMC Meal Brigade
By Nancy Klanjac, Prayer Chain and Meal Coordinator
Do you like to cook? Do you often have leftovers? If you say
yes to either question, you would be a welcome addition to
our Meal Brigade.
Sometimes our church members have surgery or are ill or for
some other reason are not up to fixing a meal or getting out for
one. They are so thankful to the wonderful Fair Oaks
UMC cooks who not only bring a welcome meal, but bring a visit
as well. What a great way to let folks know we care about them.
If you are interesting in joining the Meal Brigade, sign up next
time there is a request or contact Nancy Klanjac at 967-5427 or nanklan1@yahoo.com to let her know
that you would like to help.
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From Lila Rittenhouse:
I wish to thank everyone for their prayers,
cards and kindness at the time of my surgery in
July. Thanks be that it turned out to be an
easy one.

From Dedra Beauchamp:
BIG thank you to Cynthia Wold and the
Jiffy Fixers (Renee, Wayde, Jim, & Sandy) for
helping clean-out and re-organize the Wesley
Hall storage closet into a Janitorial Supply
Closet. Cynthia was a great help with
determining what shelving could be saved and
with organizing all the supplies in a logical
way. Jim and Sandy decided what items in the
closet could be salvaged for another use and
where to store them. Renee and Wayde did all
the heavy lifting and hauling for us. Thanks to
their combined efforts, the supplies are
accessible, the cleaning crew is happy, and
there is more room for chairs in the Chair
Closet outside the Sanctuary!

Look for more thank yous inside the Acorn on pages 5 and 7!

Do you know someone who deserves a pat
on the back for all that they do?
Tell them how much you appreciate them in
the next Acorn newsletter!
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Special Offering on September 4 to Benefit
Lower Lake United Methodist Church
On September 4 we will collect a special offering to benefit
Lower Lake United Methodist Church. The 170-year-old
church was completely destroyed recently by fire. Please make
checks payable to FOUMC and write Lower Lake UMC in the
memo line.
Taken from the 8/16/16 Instant Connection e-newsletter
published by the CA-NV Conference:
LAKE COUNTY, Calif. (CBS13) — The Clayton Fire, which
has forced the evacuation of 10,000 people, has already
destroyed some 200 structures — including Lower Lake United
Methodist Church. The 170-year-old church runs a thrift store and is known as a cornerstone in the
community, reports CBS 13 in Sacramento. “Fire destroys but it also purifies so let’s see where it
takes us,” says the Rev. John Pavoni, the church’s pastor.
Full article and video can be found at http://sacramento.cbslocal.com/2016/08/15/lower-lakemethodist-church-building-destroyed-by-clayton-fire-but-not-faith/.

Library News by Helena Hurst
Someone donated six Jan Karon books to the
library. I haven’t been able to track down who!
They were left in the library. So thank you to
the mystery person.
If you are a Jan Karon fan, there are now nine
titles in the library. You will find them on the
black shelves under fiction.
I also want to give a big thank you to Peggy
Stimson for shelving the books that are
returned and checking on the neatness of the
library.
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Calling All Singers!
Chancel Choir will resume rehearsals
on September 1, 2016 in the church Sanctuary
from 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm. We welcome all past
members and encourage anyone who would like
to join choir to come to our group. Contact
Betty Karamatova at betty2392@yahoo.com if
you have any questions. We hope to see you
there.

Give It Twice Trust (A Donor Story)
By The Endowment Ministry
While visiting the Wills Planner on her favorite charity’s website, June, a surviving spouse, came
across the idea of a Give It Twice Trust. She contacted the charity for more information and talked
with a gift planner who explained the concept as a way to first give income to children through a
trust and then transfer the trust balance to charity in the future.
June: Fred and I talked about this before he passed away. We both agreed that we wanted to treat
each of our four children equally and also provide a benefit to our favorite charity.
The gift planner told June that with her estate of $800,000 she would have the ability to do
something significant for both her family and favorite charity. June was concerned because while
her three older children are financially responsible, her youngest, Jim, “spends money like water.”
June was afraid that if Jim were to receive cash in a lump sum he would spend it right away.
The gift planner explained that the “Give It Twice” plan could be very helpful. June could
transfer $400,000 from her IRA at death to the trust. Her children would each receive one-fourth
of the income from the trust over 20 years. That would give Jim the chance to learn to save and
invest. After that time, the trust balance would benefit her charity. In addition, by using her IRA,
June could save on income tax because the special trust is tax-exempt.
June: I established a Give It Twice Trust and was thrilled with the plan. The prospect of helping
my four children and my favorite charity made me happy and I knew that it was the right thing to
do.
For more information http://canvumfgiving.org/?pageID=135
or Susan Peters CFRE, Executive Director 888-789-7374.
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Your Trustees
By Renee Meyer, Chair
Hot water has been restored in the Sanctuary! AK Plumbing has re-routed the hot water pipe
along the East Sanctuary and removed one water heater so we are back in business! The
bathrooms need drywall replacement, and our Jiffy Fixers will be working on it, but it may not be
complete for several weeks. Please use caution in the restrooms to prevent injury and bear with us
as we work toward repair.
Knox locks have been installed on two gates on the Little Methodist School campus in an effort
to reduce late-night intruders. Along with LMS staff, police and fire are able to enter the gates if
needed. Construction on one more gate is needed and is on the list for Jiffy Fixers.
Here’s a HUGE thank you to Jim Allen, Sandy Milne, and Wayde Wicker for their commitment
to help keep minor construction and maintenance costs down. The Trustees appreciate their help
and ideas! As always, additional helpers are always welcome! The Jiffy Fixers meet every Tuesday
at 9 am. Bring your coffee and your “fix-it” attitude!

Over 80s Club
By Mary McCollum
The Over 80s enjoyed an inside/poolside
catered luncheon hosted by Virginia
Grabbe. The delightful "cool" buffet was so
enjoyable. We all went home grateful, as the
winners we all were and with doggie bags to
boot. The table talk started off with true
confessions and evolved into some very
personal life decisions. It is so important to
share from our very center with trusted,
loving and supportive friends. Thank you
Virginia for this lovely treat.
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Small group can be a big thing.
Thursdays at 7 pm in the Library
By Kathy Glass
How is it with your soul?
How has God been working in your life this week?
How can we pray for you?
Who else can we pray for?
These little questions are the core of small group activity. A place to stop and reflect with others
on our spiritual journey and growth. It is our goal for the small group forum to expand. We are
currently looking for someone who can lead a small group during one day of the week. Anyone
wishing to participate in small groups, during the day or evenings, please contact Kathy Glass or the
church office for more information.

Adult Bible Study by Loren Guffey
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9 am in the Library.
Home Study Guides available on the Narthex Bulletin Board.
The theme for the Fall Quarter is The Sovereignty of God. We begin with Isaiah 11
and spend September on The Sovereignty of the Father. In October and November
we will focus on the sovereignty of the Son as revealed in the New Testament.
In ancient times, and during Isaiah’s time, the cultures surrounding the Sons of
Abraham had many gods. Ruth, the Moabite woman in Dr. Park’s recent sermon,
was an example of a woman who, by following Naomi instead of returning to
Moab, rejected the many Moabite gods for the God of Naomi. Naomi’s sons
must have been good witnesses.
Isaiah, God’s Prophet, boldly asserts the Lord’s plans for his kingdom. In that
kingdom there is to be true and lasting peace, freedom from pain, and the riches
of an everlasting, new, covenant.
Heaven’s GPS (God’s Promised Son) will give us the path we will follow during
the Fall Quarter.
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Open Invitation to All:
Special Guest Speaker
at September 27
A Spiritual Tweet from...
Church Council
Beginning the 1 Sunday in September, the
Meeting
tear-away flap in our bulletin is going to be used
st

for a new project.
We will find “A Spiritual Tweet” from one of
us. Anyone can participate.
A Spiritual Tweet is:


a reminder for us to make our daily
actions relevant to our spiritual walk,



160 words or less,



a simple conversation you want to share
with a few friends.
You can use:


Observation: Something in your daily
activities that lets you make a spiritual
connection.



Reflection:
An observation in your
meditations or readings lets you connect to
daily life.



Application: Something you did that made
you pause; because there was a spiritual
connection.



Supplication: Something in your prayer life
that connects to the everyday.

Please contact the Church Office if you are
interested in participating.

Reverend Linda Kelly will speak to us on the
topic of the homeless at the September 27
Church Council meeting. All are invited to
attend and listen to her presentation. The
presentation will begin at 6:30 pm in Spencer
with an abbreviated Church Council meeting to
follow.

Did You Know?
By Rosanne
Stephenson
Did you know that our Music Director,
Betty Karamatova, has been asked to
accompany a violin player at Carnegie
Hall on October 29, 2016? This is a great
opportunity for Betty and an honor to be asked
to perform. Our church has helped support this
effort by providing her with information on host
churches for her stay while she is in New
York. Betty is working to raise the funds
necessary to travel to New York. She is
accepting any support to help her be successful
with this performance.

e-newsletter vs. paper newsletter
Do you prefer to receive your monthly Acorn newsletter via an attachment to an email? Or would
you rather have a paper copy mailed to your home? If you are not receiving the Acorn the way you
would like, please contact the Church Office (916-961-6631; office@fairoaksumc.org) to ask about
having it sent a different way.
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Jiffy Fixers —
New Day! Same Time!

†

By Jim Allen
Jiffy Fixers have historically always met on Wednesday mornings at 9
am. It has come about where Wednesdays are no longer ideal for all
involved. So as of July, we will heretofore (like those big words?) meet
on Tuesdays at 9 am. All who would like to join us are welcome!

Life’s Challenges Support
Group
for Men & Women
September 5 and 19
at 6 pm in the Library
Life's Challenges provides support for persons
coping with difficult challenges such as divorce,
unemployment, loss of a loved one, financial
problems and more. We offer opportunities for
renewal, restoration and kinship in a safe,
nurturing and confidential environment. Meets
on 1st and 3rd Mondays. Call the Church
Office 961-6631 or contact Loretta Dodge for
more information.

Communion
for the
Homebound
Communion for the
Homebound will be
offered on the first
Sunday of each month.
Please contact the
Church Office if you or
someone you know
would like to receive
communion in their
home.

Finance Ministry
Month of July
Income
$24,720
Expenses
$8,957
From Reserves
$0
Net
$15,769

Year to date: Jan-July
$110,894
$112,485
$13,661
$12,070
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Preschool News
By Sue Jas, Director
Our 2016-17 preschool year is gearing up. We are
still taking students for our 3- through 5-year-old
classes. Our Toddler classes are currently full but we
are adding names to a wait list and will contact
parents as there are openings. You are welcome to
stop on by and see all of the improvements our staff
has made this summer to the preschool. Our students can now enjoy a bigger playground with a full
bicycle track, open play area, swings, sandbox and lots and lots of room. We have also added a garden
where all four classes have their own beds to grow their own gardens. Stay tuned for the Mixed Bag
fundraiser that will be starting in September. Please contact Sue Jas at (916) 961-0368 if you have any
questions.
September 18 will be Appreciation and Commissioning Sunday for Little Methodist School.

Thursdays at 7 pm
in the Teen Room

Contact: Adriane Samcoff

New Church Office Hours:
Monday 9:00 am – 12:00 pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 9:00 am – 1:00 pm
Friday 9:00 am – 2:00 pm
The office will be closed September 5 and 26.
When the office is closed, urgent prayer requests or pastoral care
needs can be directed to Pastor Jeong, Nancy Klanjac (Prayer Chain,
967-5427, nanklan1@aol.com), or Betty Phillips (Caring Minister, 4823514, bettyharrahs@hotmail.com).
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Who: Korean Cross Point Church & Fair Oaks United
Methodist Church
What: Potluck Social
Where: Fair Oaks UMC Sanctuary
When: Saturday, October 1 at 4 pm
Why: Just Because!
How: We need a coordinator to make this fun
fellowship event a success! Contact the Church
Office if you are interested.

Fundraising with Scrip
What is Scrip? It’s fundraising while you shop! Scrip fundraising gift cards are the same gift
cards you would normally purchase from a retailer in your local retail stores, and they work the
same way. You’ll find cards you can use at grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants, movie theaters,
home improvement stores, and more. You are paying full face value for a gift card that can be
used in place of cash, checks, or credit cards for everyday shopping. The Church Office will place
a group order on the dates listed below. We pay a reduced cost for the gift card and immediately
“earn” the difference.
How Do I Place an Order? Orders may be
1. handed to Kathy Glass, Geri Ann Alviso, or Dedra Beauchamp on a Sunday
2. placed in the blue pouch on the Narthex Bulletin Board (lower right corner)
3. placed in the Admin Asst Spencer mailbox (lower right corner)
4. mailed to the Church Office
5. turned in at the Church Office during office hours
Order dates for 2016: September 19; October 17
Extra order dates for the holidays: November 7 & 21; December 5 & 19
1st order date for 2017: Tuesday, January 17, 2017
Please have all orders to the Church Office by 9:00 am on the order date.
Order forms can be found in Spencer and on the Narthex bulletin board.
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Downtown Ministries Collection Jar

Contact: Karlene Brown

Beginning September 4, look for a collection jar for Downtown Ministries in the Narthex on the 1 st
Sunday of each month. We will be making ongoing monetary donations to support Downtown
Ministries’ many programs.

Sunrise
Christian
Food Bank
Contact: Debbi Oliver

Fair Oaks United Methodist Church is
scheduled to support UMC of Rancho Cordova
with Family Promise on September 17 and
November 26. We need help preparing dinner,
salad, and sides, and/or helping host the families
(usually around 20 people total) for dinner at
UMC of RC from 5:30-8:00. If you are willing to
help, ple ase c ontac t Debbi Oli ver
at debbip1@aol.com or at 916-207-2653.

Contact:
Sheri Johnson

Canned Fruit or Vegetables
Canned Tuna (5 oz. preferred)
Macaroni & Cheese
Dry Beans — Rice
Peanut Butter (18 oz. preferred)
Ramen-type Soup Mix
Cold Cereal
Canned Meats

BRING YOUR DONATIONS
1st SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH!

Tarps & Seasonal Support for the Homeless
Contact: Ruby and Wayde Wicker

In addition to providing tarps for shelter, Ruby and Wayde will begin
handing out other items as the season dictates. (Think flip-flops in the
summer and gloves in the winter.) Check future Acorn newsletters for
more details as they are decided. You can also speak to Ruby and Wayde
Wicker, Terri Himes, or Tom Wold about the new direction this outreach
ministry is taking. Monetary donations may be placed in the offering
plate. (Please write “Tarps” in the memo line of a check or on the
outside of an envelope for a cash donation.)
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Upcoming Events at
United Methodist
Churches
in the Sunrise Circuit
Sunrise Circuit Churches include Rio Linda
UMC, Elverta UMC, North Sacramento UMC,
Trinity UMC, St. Mark’s UMC, St. Andrew’s UMC,
Citrus Heights UMC, Sacramento Cho-Un
Korean UMC, Fair Oaks UMC, UMC of Rancho
Cordova, and Wesley UMC.

Visit www.cnumc.org for information on
 General Conference Session
 Annual Conference Session
 Western Jurisdiction Conference
…and much more!
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Book Club
September’s Book Club selection is The Secret Chord by Geraldine Brooks.
From amazon.com: “Brooks takes on one of literature’s richest and most enigmatic
figures: a man who shimmers between history and legend. Peeling away the myth to
bring David to life in Second Iron Age Israel, Brooks traces the arc of his journey
from obscurity to fame, from shepherd to soldier, from hero to traitor, from beloved
king to murderous despot and into his remorseful and diminished dotage. The Secret
Chord provides new context for some of the best-known episodes of David’s life while
also focusing on others, even more remarkable and emotionally intense, that have
been neglected. We see David through the eyes of those who love him or fear him—from the
prophet Natan, voice of his conscience, to his wives Mikhal, Avigail, and Batsheva, and finally to
Solomon, the late-born son who redeems his Lear-like old age. Brooks has an uncanny ability to hear
and transform characters from history, and this beautifully written, unvarnished saga of faith, desire,
family, ambition, betrayal, and power will enthrall her many fans.”
Bring a sack lunch and join us on Monday, September 26 at noon in the library.
Upcoming selections: Boston Girl by Anita Diamant,
The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce, Nightingale by Kristen Hannah

Pinochle
Pinochle will be played on Friday, September 9 at 6:30 pm in the
Sanctuary. Come on out for a night of fellowship and fun. We will teach you
to play Pinochle if you have never played before!

Mark Your Calendar With These Upcoming Dates…
08/31-09/01 Little Methodist School
Orientation
09/01 Chancel Choir rehearsals begin
09/05 Labor Day - church office closed.
09/06 Little Methodist School
Fall Session begins
09/11 Chancel Choir sing in worship
09/11 Heifer Sunday
09/26 Church Office closed.
10/01 Fall Church Work Day at 8:30 am
10/01 Potluck Social at 4 pm
10/02 World Communion Sunday

10/09
10/13
10/16
10/24

Stewardship Campaign begins
The Call Small Groups begins
Laity Sunday
Church Office closed.

10/30
11/06

Legacy Sunday
Daylight Saving Time ends.
Fall back 1 hour.
All Saints Sunday
Election Day.
The church is a polling place.
Charge Conference
Church Office closed.

11/06
11/08
11/13
11/14
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SEPTEMBER WORSHIP SIGN-UPS
September 4 - Communion

September 18 - Band Sunday

Greeters

Flowers

4 Gay & Roy Anderson

4 SWAG

11 Gay & Roy Anderson

11

18 Gay & Roy Anderson

18

25 Gay & Roy Anderson

25 Diane Sommer

Coffee Fellowship
Hosts
4 Tongan Ministry
11 Marets

Liturgists

Offering

18 Phinney/

4

4

Couch/Floyd

11 Dedra Beauchamp

11

25 Wickers

18

18

25 Diane Sommer

25

Easy Worship
Operators
4 Adriane Samcoff

Children's Time

Counters

4 Dedra Beauchamp

4 Ellen Frosch/Judy Shearer

11 Pastor Jeong Park

11 Bill Floyd/Lyn Gras

18 Dedra Beauchamp

18 Bill Floyd/

25 Dedra Beauchamp

25 Pat Eichner/Lyn Gras

September Communion
Steward:

Sunday School Teachers

Elaine Bach

4 Phyllis Martin

Communion Servers:

11 Nancy Klanjac

Judy Shearer

18 Rayven Fletcher
25 Amber Bizik

11 Andrew Maret
18 Youngjae Park
25 Adriane Samcoff

HOW TO SIGN UP
You can help out – try
to sign up a month or
more ahead of time.
You can call the
Church Office or sign
up on the clipboard
found on the Narthex
shelf. Thanks for your
help!

Fair Oaks United Methodist Church
Business Directory

Q: Why do we have
a business
directory in a
church
newsletter?
A: The donations
provided by the
businesses listed
help offset the cost of publishing a monthly
newsletter.

Q: Who are the people behind these
businesses?
A: They are members or regular attendees who
consider FOUMC their church home and wish
to share their business talents with their church
family.

Q: Can I be listed in the business directory
each month?
A: Yes! Contact the church office at 961-6631 or
Office@FairOaksUMC.org to learn more.

Fair Oaks
United Methodist Church

9849 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Fair Oaks, CA 95628
Phone: (916) 961-6631
Fax: (916) 961-1572
E-mail: office@fairoaksumc.org

Promoting the love of Christ and nurturing
spiritual growth for each individual, the
church and the community.

We’re on the web!
www.fairoaksumc.org

The Fair Oaks’ ACORN is published monthly by the
Fair Oaks United Methodist Church and is distributed
at the end of each month. Newsletters are also
online
at
FairOaksUMC.org/#/find -outmore/newsletters.
Next Deadline: Wed., September 21, 2016 at 9:00 am.
Submit articles to the Church Office in person or by
email at office@fairoaksumc.org. Submissions may
be edited for accuracy, length or clarity.

