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Reflection on Our Christian Stewardship
By Pastor Jeong Park
In this month of October, we continue to work on our Stewardship Campaign and prepare for a
new year’s budget for the life of our church. The most powerful definition of Christian faith and
spiritual relationship with God, our Creator is “stewardship”. Rio Texas Annual Conference Bishop
Robert Schnase, in his book, Five Practices of Fruitful Congregations, identifies “Extravagant Generosity”
as one of the most important vital signs for the life of a church. Early church Christians and
followers of Christ dedicated their time, gladly shared gifts and talents and showed their extravagant
generosity out of their pure joy and delight. This was how our church has been part of the church’s
roots and we still continue to carry out this mission in our ministires on this hill. Bishop Schanse
explains the difference between stewardship and generosity in our Christian faith. He points out,
“Stewardship is a term derived from our biblical roots and our church heritage but it risks becoming
insider language, not easily accessible or immediately understandable by those new to the church.
Generosity is an aspect of character. The opposite of generosity is selfishness, self-centeredness,
greed, and self-absorption. Generosity extends beyond just the use of money.” We want to grow
spiritually through this faith community. Generosity is one of the important spiritual virtues, values
and characteristics that we are called to cultivate through our spiritual practices and through our
spiritual journey.
In the middle of our stewardship, I express my deep apprecation for your generous giving, sharing
and supporting of this church’s ministires. As you prepare your pledges and financial commitment
for the next year, I want to share an important spiritual meaning on generosity. The essence of
generosity is neither about your money nor the support of this church. But it’s about your heart of
giving. Practicing your generosity is about following Jesus Christ and building and expanding God’s
Kingdom through our participation. God has called us to be part of this church and join God’s
movement as a joyful giver. In Christian faith, giving is not merely your duty but your covenant with
God as a cheerful giver. When we practice generosity to God, we will develop our spiritual maturity
and grow closer to God in Christ Jesus. A theologian, Stanley Hauerwas states, Christianity is not a
religion, but it is an adventure. Being a Christian is a way of life; it’s being part of God’s story. Whatever you are
willing to give and share with God, your gift, your financial pledges and your ministry commitment
are essential part of God’s ministries and will be great fuels helping our church keep going and going
and moving forward as part of God’s new story. Amen.

Pledge Sunday is October 8.
Please turn in pledge forms by
October 29 so that budget planning
may begin.
See more information on pages 9-12.
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Prayer Requests
Prayers for Katy Houghton and family after the unexpected death
of her oldest son. For those wishing to send condolences, Katy
Houghton's address is 715 Maiden Choice Lane, CC202,
Catonsville, MD 21228.
Cheryl Raney asks prayers for her niece, Jon (pronounced
"shon") Chesser who began chemotherapy for breast cancer in
September. She'll have surgery in early 2018. Please pray for
peace of mind, for comfort and healing and for the best possible
outcome for Jon.
Lyn Gras is asking prayers for the family of a dear friend who
died suddenly from a heart attack. Please pray for peace of mind
and comfort for his wife Linda and for his friends and family.
Prayers of thanks that the melanoma removed from Nancy Klanjac’s back is not causing further
problems and the other spots are carcinomas and not as worrisome. Nancy thanks you for your
thought and prayers.
Continued prayers for Jim Allen who suffered heart problems and was hospitalized. He is home now
and doing better. No meals necessary at this time.
Prayers of thanks that it was determined that Kathy Glass did not have a blood clot in her leg.
Continued prayers that a diagnosis is found.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
Please keep Stan and Alma Andrus, Lola
Morphis, Norma Bennett, Margy Lauritzen,
and all of our church members and friends who
may not make it to church regularly in your prayers.

Do you have prayer requests?

Contact Nancy Klanjac (nanklan1@aol.com; 9675427), so the members of our prayer chain can pray
for you, or contact the Church Office
(office@fairoaksumc.org; 961-6631) to have your
requests printed in the Acorn.

Communion for
the Homebound
Communion for the
Homebound will be offered
on the first Sunday of each
month. Please contact the
Church Office if you or
someone you know would
like to receive communion
in their home.
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From Joanne Cossairt:
Thanks all who sent cards, calls, flowers, visits, and the many prayers. I
appreciate wholeheartedly all the thoughts coming my way. I am doing well
in my recovery, getting much rest and relaxation. Am grateful for your
concern. God bless, Joanne Cossairt

Endowment Ministry Remembrance and a
Grateful Thank You to Jean Brown
By Tom Wold, Chair
We were saddened to hear of the passing of Jean Brown this past month. Jean was a member of
our congregation who left a legacy of stewardship and giving to our church while here in Fair Oaks
and after moving to Washington. Many of our current church members did not have the
opportunity to know and work with Jean before she moved to Washington. While here she gave
freely of her time and legal expertise to several of our ministries.
The Endowment Ministry was fortunate to have her work with the United Methodist Foundation
in the drafting of our Endowment Policies, and in being one of the founding donors to the
Endowment Fund. As her health failed she did not forget her ties to the ministries of Fair Oaks
UMC and within this past year Jean made a generous donation of a piece of commercial real estate
that has doubled the size of our Endowment Fund. Proceeds from this fund will go to provide
financial support to our many ministries. Jean will be missed but her efforts will continue to live
through her legacy to the ministries of Fair Oaks UMC.
As we begin our annual stewardship drive may we strive to follow the example Jean gave us in
sharing of our time, talents, and resources at our disposal. We are grateful for having had the
opportunity to work and worship with Jean.

Page 5

Unique Clothing Drive
& Fundraising Opportunity!

Contacts:
Virginia Guffey, Dedra Beauchamp
The Heifer International Ministry is excited to sponsor this unique fundraiser to help us towards
our goal of filling an ark. California Clothing Recyclers (www.californiaclothing.net) is a leader in
the used clothing industry, serving the Sacramento region and Northern California. Annually they
divert close to 3.5 million lbs. of unwanted used clothing from Sacramento area landfills. How do
they do this? Organizations like ours hold clothing drives and California Clothing Recyclers pays
$0.10 per pound for what we collect. Then California Clothing Recyclers sorts the clothes: usable
clothing is sold in developing countries for pennies and unusable clothing is shredded and recycled
into industrial rags. And that is what makes this opportunity so unique — California Clothing
Recyclers accepts items that are torn, stained, and unwearable! Lots of charities and
organizations want your gently used items but we want your UNgently used items too!

Collection Dates: October 1 - 31, 2017
What can be collected?
Items can be in good repair or even torn, stained, and unwearable!


Women’s - Men’s - Children’s
clothing



Shoes – Purses – Belts – Hats



Table linens



Bath linens



Bed linens



Stuffed animals

The Habit Burger
Fundraiser on
September 6th
raised $129 for our
church's general
fund!
Thank you all for
participating!
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Small Groups Begin October 8
Once again we are returning to Adam Hamilton “U” for our
fall small discussion groups. This year we are examining what
we believe as Christians as found in the Apostle’s Creed. This
statement of beliefs was founded in the 400s. It is believed and
is ascribed to across Christdom (including Catholics with a
slightly different ending). It stands for a basis of who we are
and how we choose to live our lives.
Our small groups will again meet in the Library and begin
with a clip from Adam Hamilton expounding on various phrases
of the creed. His “pulpit” is in a renovated bar—a satellite of
his mega church The United Methodist Church of the
Resurrection in the Kansas City area. He speaks to us each
week from a DVD clip.
The three groups are:
1. Wednesday at 2:00 with Karlene Brown and Mary McCollum facilitating
2. Saturdays at 10:00 with Pastor Jeong and Sharon Jackson facilitating
3. Sundays after worship with Kathy Glass and Rosanne Stephenson facilitating
Pick up your book on Sundays in the Narthex or during the week in the Church Office.

Preschool News
By Sue Jas, Director
Come on out on October 28 to our annual Trike-a-Thon
where the children will ride their bikes/trikes on the west side
parking lot. We will also have a Harvest theme with silent
auction, bounce house, games and baked goods. There is no
cost for the event, but we are gladly taking donations.
Our Mixed Bag fundraiser has started and ends on October 13. Catalogs are in the church office or
call Sue at the school office if you would like more packets or have questions.
Our school will be taking our first field trip on October 4 and 5 to the Pumpkin Farm on Old
Auburn Road.
There are openings in our 3 and 4 year old classes. Call Sue at 961-0368 for more information.
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Share Your Burden. Divide Your Grief.
By Mary McCollum, Worship Ministry
The Worship Ministry team would like to begin a new addition to our Communion experience.
Each Communion Sunday there will be two “prayer partners” stationed at each end of the
communion rail. If you would like to share your concern with this person, please wait by them for
your turn. They will ask you quietly to tell them your concern and they will pray there for and with
you. Hearing another voice united with your burden is often very helpful. Give it a try and see for
yourself.

How is it with your Soul?
By Kathy Glass
John Wesley wanted the group of Christians he
shepherded to work on their spiritual connection
together. Here at Fair Oaks there are opportunities
for this connection. One of them meets most
Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm. Join us in the
Library. We promise a small experience in
journeying to be closer to our God.

Life’s Challenges Support Group for Men & Women
October 2 and 16 at 6 pm in the Library
Life's Challenges provides support for persons coping with difficult challenges such as divorce,
unemployment, loss of a loved one, financial problems and more. We offer opportunities for renewal,
restoration and kinship in a safe, nurturing and confidential environment. Meets on 1st and 3rd
Mondays. Call the Church Office 961-6631 or contact Loretta Dodge for more information.
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Adult Bible Study by Loren Guffey
Do not give in to what is urgent, focus on what is important.
After lessons on the covenants, and signs of the covenants, we now turn our
attentions to God’s partnership with the obedient. The obedient servants of God were
not perfect characters. Almost all the Christians I know are nice people. They tend to
be kind and considerate and respectful of others. To be so makes a good witness to
those outside the church but it also leads them into missing an important point. It is
not being nice that makes us Christian; it is what we believe that makes us Christian.
Why did God choose these imperfect people to be His servants?
The signs to those chosen to be God’s servants were mighty. They were meant to
make a lasting impression.
“If, in fact, Abraham was justified by works, he had something to boast about—but
not before God. What does the Scripture say? ‘Abraham believed God, and it was
credited to him as righteousness.’” (Romans 4:2-3. niv)
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9 am in the Library.
Home Study Guides available on the Narthex Bulletin Board.

Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday, 9 am - 1 pm
When the office is closed, urgent prayer requests or
pastoral care needs can be directed to Pastor Jeong,
Nancy Klanjac (Prayer Chain, 967-5427,
nanklan1@aol.com), or Betty Phillips (Caring Minister,
482-3514, bettyharrahs@hotmail.com).
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From a Seed to Abundance
Stewardship Campaign 2017

Stewardship Campaign Team Members:
Cheryl Raney, Phyllis Brantley, Sydney Moore
Dear Fair Oaks United Methodist Church Family,

September 2017

For most of us, talking about money is not easy and we are often uncomfortable discussing it. Jesus
talked about money all the time. It was one of his most frequent topics, second only to the Kingdom
of God. Yet Jesus did not talk about money in terms of seeking prosperity or wealth, and neither will
we. Instead, let’s talk about what we can do and accomplish with our money, of the ministries we can
support and the impact we can have in our community and in the world.
The first step in finding out the full impact our resources could have is to make a pledge. Pledging
is a way of expressing our faith as a congregation and supporting the ministries and services God has
led us to implement.
Our pledge campaign slogan is “From a Seed to Abundance.” II Corinthians, 9:10 says, “He who
supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will supply and multiply your seed for sowing and
increase the harvest of your righteousness.” We are being reminded to put our faith in God and
everything we need to do His work will be provided and the “harvest” of our efforts will be
increased. The reality is that we are here promoting and doing God’s work, yet we live in the world of
humans. This means we must plan and budget to take care of our church, our Christian home, in
much the same way we take care of our family and family home. There are costs for basic needs,
buildings to maintain, and the people whose jobs are to run our church (pastor, administrative
assistant, choir director, and accompanist). We pay salaries and benefits, payroll taxes, worker’s
compensation, property, and liability insurance, utility bills, supplies, maintenance and repair bills. All
of this is to support the ministries and activities that we, as a congregation, feel called by God to
implement.
For last year, we pledged $114,356 as a congregation and we raised an additional $42,150 through
offerings, fund-raisers, donations and facility use, but it took approximately $203,000 to operate the
church. For 2018, we anticipate total church expenses will increase by 8 to 10% as utilities, insurance
and other items increase. We will continue to receive income from facility use and we will have
fundraisers throughout the year, but it is not enough. Our goal is to increase the number and total
amount of pledges for 2018.
We ask everyone to prayerfully consider what you can pledge as your contribution to the ministries
and activities of our church. Regardless of the amount, making a pledge is important and will help the
Finance Committee develop a realistic budget for 2018 and will assist our ministry leaders in planning
for the coming year. Your pledge may be adjusted at any time during the year.
Please, everyone, turn in a pledge card to let us know what we can expect for income in 2018. With this and with
input from all areas of the church, we will create our church budget.
Blessings, Finance Ministry and Stewardship Campaign Team
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Jiffy Fixers

†

Every Tuesday at 9 am
Contact: Jim Allen

SWAG had an Epiphany!
The SWAG (Students Worshipping an Awesome God) Youth Group
has evolved into the Epiphany Young Adult Group. They meet weekly
on Thursdays at 7 pm in the Epiphany Room (previously known as the
Teen Room). See Adriane Samcoff for more information.
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“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of
the least of these who are members of my
family, you did it to me.”
Matthew 25:40

Outreach Sunday is the first Sunday of every month.
Please bring your donations to support our various local
outreach ministries including Sunrise Christian Food Bank,
Downtown Ministries, Tarps and Seasonal Support for the
Homeless, and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.

Downtown Ministries
Collection Jar
Contact: Karlene Brown

A collection jar for
Downtown Ministries can
be found in the Narthex
on the 1st Sunday of each
month. Fair Oaks United
Methodist Church makes
ongoing
monetary
donations to support
Downtown Ministries’
many programs.

Sunrise
Christian
Food Bank
Contact:
Sheri Johnson

Canned Fruit or Vegetables
Canned Tuna (5 oz. preferred)
Macaroni & Cheese
Dry Beans — Rice
Peanut Butter (18 oz. preferred)
Ramen-type Soup Mix
Cold Cereal
Canned Meats

BRING YOUR DONATIONS
1st SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH!

Tarps & Seasonal Support for the Homeless
Contact: Ruby and Wayde Wicker

In addition to providing tarps for shelter,
Ruby and Wayde Wicker hand out other
items as the season dictates. (Think flipflops in the summer and rain ponchos in the
winter.) Monetary donations may be placed
in the offering plate. (Please write “Tarps”
in the memo line of a check or on the
outside of an envelope for a cash donation.)
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Upcoming Events at United Methodist Churches
in the Sunrise Circuit, the Los Rios District, & beyond...
(Sunrise Circuit Churches include Rio Linda UMC, Elverta UMC, Trinity UMC,
St. Mark’s UMC, St. Andrew’s UMC, Citrus Heights UMC, Sacramento Cho-Un Korean UMC,
Fair Oaks UMC, UMC of Rancho Cordova, and Wesley UMC.)

Page 16

Book Club
October’s Book Club selection is The Lost City of the Monkey God by Douglas Preston.
From amazon.com: “A five-hundred-year-old legend. An ancient curse. A stunning
medical mystery. And a pioneering journey into the unknown heart of the world's
densest jungle. Since the days of conquistador Hernán Cortés, rumors have circulated
about a lost city of immense wealth hidden somewhere in the Honduran interior, called
the White City or the Lost City of the Monkey God. Indigenous tribes speak of
ancestors who fled there to escape the Spanish invaders, and they warn that anyone who
enters this sacred city will fall ill and die. In 1940, swashbuckling journalist Theodore
Morde returned from the rainforest with hundreds of artifacts and an electrifying story of having
found the Lost City of the Monkey God. … Three quarters of a century later, bestselling author Doug
Preston joined a team of scientists on a groundbreaking new quest. … Suspenseful and shocking,
filled with colorful history, hair-raising adventure, and dramatic twists of fortune, The Lost City of the
Monkey God is the absolutely true, eyewitness account of one of the great discoveries of the twentyfirst century.”
Bring a sack lunch and join us on October 23 at noon in the library.
Upcoming selections: What Alice Forgot by Liane Moriarity, The Book of Joy by Douglas Abrams

Pinochle
Gloria Phinney and Bill Brown will host pinochle on Friday, October 13 at
6:30 pm in the Sanctuary. Come on out for a night of fellowship and fun. We
will teach you to play Pinochle if you have never played before!

Mark Your Calendar With These Upcoming Dates…
10/08
10/22
10/28
10/28
11/04
11/05
11/05

Pledge Sunday
Hymn Sunday
Little Methodist School Trike-a-Thon,
9:30 am
Tongan Luau, 4:30 pm

11/16

Student Study Day in Potter (tentative)
All Saints Sunday
Daylight Saving Time ends.
Fall back 1 hour.
Little Methodist School

11/19
11/23

Thanksgiving Program
Charge Conference, 11 am
Thanksgiving - church office closed.

12/01
12/03
12/03
12/03
12/24

Hanging of the Greens, time TBD
1st Sunday in Advent
Marathon - possible road closures.
Advent Concert, 7 pm
Christmas Eve (on a Sunday this year)

12/25

1 service at 10 am
Christmas Day - church office closed.

12/31

Tongan Ministry Watch Night service

2018:
1/26 - 1/27 Rummage Sale
07/07 Red White Blue BBQ and Pie Auction
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OCTOBER WORSHIP SIGN-UPS
October 1 - Communion

October 15 - Band Sunday

October 22 - Hymn Sunday

Greeters

Flowers

1

1

Coffee Fellowship
Hosts

8

8

1 Tongan Ministry

15

15 Diane Sommer

8 Marets

22

22

15 Phinney/

29

29

Couch/Floyd
22 Wicker/Martin

Liturgists

Offering

1 Sammie Lee Wilhoit

1

8 Elaine Bach

8

15 Diane Sommer

15

22 Judy Shearer

22

29 Betty Phillips

29

Children's Time

Counters

1 Sydney Moore

1 Ellen Frosch/Pat Eichner

8 Pastor Jeong Park

8 Bill Floyd/Elaine Bach

15 Dedra Beauchamp

15 Bill Floyd/Lyn Gras

22 Dedra Beauchamp

22 Chong Suk Henderson/
Mike Wilhoit

29

29

October Communion
Steward:

Sunday School Teachers

Elaine Bach

8 Phyllis Martin

Communion Servers:

15 Adriane Samcoff

Gretchen Hatfield

22 Mary Maret

1 Nancy Klanjac

29 Mary Ellen Milne

29 Easterbrooks
Easy Worship
Operators
1 Adriane Samcoff
8 Andrew Maret
15 Youngjae Park
22 Adriane Samcoff
29 Andrew Maret
HOW TO SIGN UP
You can help out – try
to sign up a month or
more ahead of time.
You can call the
Church Office or sign
up on the clipboard
found on the Narthex
shelf. Thanks for your
help!

October 2017 Calendar - Fair Oaks UMC

Fair Oaks United Methodist Church Business Directory

Q: Why do we
have a
business
directory in
a church
newsletter?
A: The
donations
provided by
the
businesses
listed help
offset the
cost of
publishing a
monthly
newsletter.

Q: Who are the people behind these businesses?
A: They are members or regular attendees who consider FOUMC their church home and wish to share
their business talents with their church family.

Q: Can I be listed in the business directory each month?
A: Yes! Contact the church office at 961-6631 or Office@FairOaksUMC.org to learn more.

Fair Oaks
United Methodist Church

9849 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Fair Oaks, CA 95628
Phone: (916) 961-6631
Fax: (916) 961-1572
E-mail: office@fairoaksumc.org

Promoting the love of Christ and nurturing
spiritual growth for each individual, the
church and the community.

We’re on the web!
www.fairoaksumc.org

The Fair Oaks’ ACORN is published monthly by the Fair
Oaks United Methodist Church and is distributed at the
end of each month. Newsletters are also online at
FairOaksUMC.org/#/find-out-more/newsletters.
Next Deadline: Wednesday, October 25 at 9 am.
Submit articles to the Church Office in person or by
email at office@fairoaksumc.org. Submissions may be
edited for accuracy, length or clarity.

