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Pastoral Prayer
by Pastor Kim Montenegro
Many of you have asked for a copy of the pastoral prayer that I shared during the
service on October 28. I hope it continues to touch your hearts and spirits.

Before It Is Too Late
By Bishop LaTrelle Miller Easterling
I do not know exactly what lies ahead; how far we will have to travel on the road of unrest.
I cannot foretell the number of bombs that will have to explode or the lives that will have to be lost before...
Before we understand that we cannot kill each other into the future we think we have imagined.
You cannot hate enough to make yourself happy.
You cannot destroy enough to make yourself feel secure.
You cannot oppress enough to make yourself feel superior.
You cannot commit enough evil to make yourself feel holy.
I do not know exactly what lies ahead; how far we will have to travel on the road of unrest.
I cannot foretell how many rights will have to be taken away, or how much progress will have to be reversed
before...
Before we understand that we cannot persecute each other into the future we think we have imagined.
We cannot neglect each other enough to feel worthy.
We cannot starve each other enough to feel full.
We cannot silence one another enough to feel heard.
We cannot fragment each other enough to feel whole.
I do not know exactly what lies ahead; how far we will to travel on the road of unrest.
I cannot foretell how many babies’ bodies will have to float on the sea of greed and vainglory before...
Before we understand that we cannot bully our way into the future we think we have imagined.
We cannot bury each other deep enough to feel alive.
We cannot rape each other enough to feel loved.
We cannot infect each other enough to feel well.
We cannot enslave one another enough to feel free.
Before it is too late may we understand that the call is coming from inside the house.
Before it is too late may we comprehend that the
Stench
Rot
Brokenness
Emptiness
Insecurity
Woundedness
Blessings,
Disease
is from within and not without.
Erasing you will not heal me.
May we understand before it is too late.
God, help us to understand before it is too late. Amen.
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Prayer Requests
Virginia Grabbe continues to reconcile herself with her current
health issues and heart condition. She is receiving excellent medical
care but misses her church family on Sundays. Please pray for
comfort and peace of mind. Cards can be sent to 8201 Firewood Ct.,
Orangevale, CA 95662.
Josh Klanjac's father, Will Hill, died recently from sepsis brought on
by an accident. He was 51. Josh and his sister, Tori, and all of the
family are grieving for him. Please pray for comfort and peace of
mind for Will's family including his mother and father.
Paris Wicker asks for prayers for his friend Jesse. Jesse was released
from the hospital and is waiting on biopsy results. Pray for a good
outcome.
Roy and Gay are struggling with their health problems. Please pray
for healing and comfort for them. They are staying at Gay’s daughter’s house. Cards can be sent in
care of Michelle at 2524 Mission Avenue, Carmichael, CA 95608.
Nancy Klanjac’s colostomy surgery on November 6th went well. She will be in the hospital for
several days. Please pray for a quick recovery. Cards and notes will be appreciated and can be sent
to 7612 Pleides Avenue, Citrus Heights, CA 95610.
Gloria Phinney will be having a hip replacement on November 14. Please pray for a successful
surgery and fast healing. Cards and notes would be great. 7112 Gateshead Court, Citrus Heights,
CA 95610.
Betty Phillips will be having a shoulder replacement on November 14. Again, cards and notes will
be appreciated. 3876 Maudray Way, Carmichael, CA 95608.
Kathy Glass is asking prayers for her whole
family. Kathy's 104-year-old grandma Ruby Riel
died on Tuesday, October 9th. Grandma Ruby was
ready, but the family will grieve for the hole Ruby
leaves in their lives.

Do you have prayer requests?

Contact Nancy Klanjac
(nanklan1@aol.com; 916-967-5427)
or the Church Office
(office@fairoaksumc.org; 916-961-6631)
so the members of our prayer chain can pray
for you. Prayer requests are also printed in
the monthly Acorn.

Communion for the Homebound
Communion for the
Homebound will be offered
on the first Sunday of each
month. Please contact the
Church Office if you or
someone you know would
like to receive communion in
their home.
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We’re marching in the Christmas Parade!
Everyone is invited and encouraged to join the Young Adults Group and the
Little Methodist School in the annual Fair Oaks Christmas Parade!
Carpool: Those who want to carpool can meet at our Church at 3:30, we will
leave at 3:45 for El Sereno High School.
Time: 4 - 4:30/45 PM
Where: Meet at El Sereno High School and walk Parade Path to Fair Oaks
Chamber Community Clubhouse
What will we do: We will be participating in the Fair Oaks Christmas Parade. We will sing some
Christmas Carols and enjoy quality time in the community together!
What to wear: It will be cold, come dressed in your best Christmas Caroling outfit!
Contact: Eliseo Paniagua; eliseopaniagua@yahoo.com; 209-423-9420

Preschool News By Sue Jas, Director
Thankful……..we are thankful for our families, our
friends, our pets and our health. We are looking forward
to our annual Thanksgiving Program on Thursday,
November 15 at 6:30 p.m. in the church. All church
members are invited to this special program.
A big thank you to those church members who ordered
from our Mixed Bag fundraiser and helped LMS bring in
over $950 to be used throughout the school. As always, if
you have any questions, please call Sue Jas at 916-961-0368.
Happy Thanksgiving!

Church Office Hours
Monday – Friday
9:00 am – 1:00 pm
The Church Office will be closed for
Thanksgiving Day, Thursday, November 22.
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Trustees at Work
By Lance Bach, Trustees Chair



The recent fall workday was a huge success. We tackled several major
problems and maintenance issues that needed to be addressed. The roof
over Davidson was re-coated which should give us about 10+ years of
service. The roof on the white storage container, which had a few sizeable
holes, was repaired. The roof will require more work in a year or so, but
for now should be water tight. The fence between the parsonage and
Little Methodist School was torn down and re-built and should give us
years of service.
The brush on the east side of the parking lot was removed allowing us to see the roadway. Boy
Scouts were out in force as were a lot of members of our church and Little Methodist School
parents. In the future, we will be addressing a few more items which need attention. The water run
-off between our campus and the neighbors to the north needs a solution and we have several ideas
that may work. The cement deck in front of the Narthex has sunk, somewhat, and will be shored
up very soon. As always, if you see a problem on campus or a potential problem, please let any
member of Trustees know or contact Dedra in the office.
Shalom.

Tarps and Seasonal Support for the Homeless:
Clothing Drive Ends Soon!
Fair Oaks UMC will receive 10 cents per pound of wearable clothing collected. This money will
fund future outreach opportunities for the Tarps and Seasonal Support for the Homeless Ministry.
Drop off your donations in the blue barrel in the Narthex of the Sanctuary. Contacts: Paris Wicker
or Church Office.
Items must be in good repair:
 Women’s - Men’s - Children’s clothing
 Shoes – Purses – Belts – Hats
 Table linens
No rags.
No pillows.
 Bath linens
No down-filled items.
 Bed linens
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FOUMC Finance Update
By Cheryl Raney,
Finance Chair
Now that we have completed the third quarter in our fiscal year, how are our finances? For January
through September, our regular expenses were slightly less than projected. However, our pledge
income is $23,000 less than expected. In addition, we had expenses for emergency sewer repair,
totaling $20,250. Consequently, we currently have a significant shortfall. Funds held in savings were
used to offset part of the monthly deficit and to pay the additional emergency expenses.
January-September 2018 General Fund:
Income from Pledges/Offerings
Other Income (Facilities use, fund raising)
Total Income

$98,732
33,618
$132,350

Regular/Planned Expense (Staff, Utilities, etc.) $165,795
Unusual Expense (Sewer Repair)
__20,250
Total Expense
$186,045
Average monthly deficit for regular expenses:

$3,700

Thanks to everyone for their pledges and offerings and for giving extra whenever possible. Your
pledges and offerings provide the support for the church to carry out its mission and ministries.
Please make or renew your pledge to help our church meet its financial obligations as we grow in
faith and carry out our ministries. Pledge forms are available in the Narthex, by contacting the Church
Office, or below. Your pledge is always kept confidential and may be changed at any time during the
year by simply submitting a new pledge form or contacting the Financial Secretary.

Each of you shall give as you are able, according to the blessing of the
LORD your God that he has given you. - Deuteronomy 16:17
2019 Pledge of Financial Giving
Yes! In grateful recognition that all time, treasure, and ability comes from God, I/We gladly join with others in the
support of Fair Oaks United Methodist Church and its ministries.
I/We generously commit to $______________ per ___ week, or ___ month, or ___ year for the ministries and
services of our church and for the ways God calls us to live.
Name(s):_________________________________________________________________________________ Envelope #: _____________________
Address:_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Email Address:_____________________________________________________________ Phone:_________________________________________

Please complete and turn in by placing in the offering plate on a Sunday or by mailing to the Church Office.
Previous pledge cards do not automatically get counted for the next year’s budget. Please submit a new pledge card each year.
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Autumn Book Study
Sent: Delivering the Gift of Hope at Christmas by Jorge Acevedo is the selected
book for our Autumn Small Groups to study as we head into Advent. Groups
continue to meet on Thursdays at 2 pm, Saturdays at 11 am, or Sundays after
worship. Contact: Kathy Glass, kreativekathyg@aol.com

Adult Bible Study by Loren Guffey
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9 am in the Library.
Home Study Guides available on the Narthex Bulletin Board.
Oswald Chambers says, “The great need is not to do things, but to believe things.”
We have one more month in the book of Genesis and we are learning a lot. Moses is credited with
writing Genesis, almost certainly during that 40 years in the wilderness. Could he have? Hieroglyphic
writing in Egypt, with Semitic influence, dates from 1850 B. C. Moses lived about 1526-1406 B. C.
and knew “all the wisdom of the Egyptians.” (Acts 7:22.)
We will be reading in the part of Genesis (chapters 12-50) that recounts God’s dealings with His
chosen ones, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob.
Other peoples have historical records of ancient heroes. The uniqueness about the history of Israel
is the extent to which it records the weaknesses in the lives of its heroes.
Nowhere in the Bible does it say we are supposed to understand everything. In our Adult SS Class
we discuss a lot of scripture without coming to a firm answer. That doesn’t mean we each have our
own right answer. The notion that anything goes, as long as the doer feels good and doesn’t hurt
others, is satanic influence. The right answers are there—in the scripture.
We invite you to come and share in our open forum as we refine our beliefs.
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Music Ministry:
A Treasure from God
“Next to the Word of God, the noble art of music is the greatest
treasure in the world.”
Martin Luther
Music Director: Eliseo Paniagua
eliseopaniagua@yahoo.com
209-423-9420

Do you have a love for music? Are you interested in being a part of our Sunday services? Then
consider joining one of our wonderful FOUMC music ministry programs (our rehearsal dates
have changed; all rehearsals will be on Wednesdays instead of Thursdays).
The Chancel Choir is our premier vocal group that rehearses every Wednesday from 7:30 to 9 pm
in the Sanctuary and our music selections vary every week. We have two concerts a year with other
performance opportunities arising from time to time. No prior experience is needed; just a love to
sing and a positive attitude!
Along with the Chancel Choir, FOUMC also has a Handchimes Choir. They rehearse every
Wednesday from 6:30 - 7:20 pm in the Sanctuary. No experience is necessary; just an open mind and
willingness to learn.
If you have any questions, feel free to contact our Music Director, Eliseo Paniagua, at
eliseopaniagua@yahoo.com.

Fair Oaks United Methodist Church Advent Concert
Featuring:

The Handchime Choir
The Little Methodist School Choir
The Chancel Choir
And You!
Come for the wonderful musical performances, join in with the sing-along-songs, and
stay after the concert for the hot cocoa bar and cookies!

Sunday, December 9 at 7 pm
Contact: Music Director Eliseo Paniagua at eliseopaniagua@yahoo.com.
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Young Adult Meetings:
2nd and 4th Mondays
7 pm in the Library
November & December meeting dates may change.
Please double check with Sydney Moore.

Open minded young adult spirituality group. Come have some
snacks, meet some new friends and have some good chats! Ages
18-30, all are welcome!!!
Contacts: Sydney Moore, Eliseo Paniagua
fairoaksumcya@gmail.com
Instagram @fairoaksumcya

Life’s Challenges Support Group
for Men & Women:
1st and 3rd Mondays in the Library
November 5 and 19
Life's Challenges provides support for persons coping with difficult
challenges such as divorce, unemployment, loss of a loved one, financial
problems and more. We offer opportunities for renewal, restoration and
kinship in a safe, nurturing and confidential environment. Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays at 6 pm in
the Library. Call the Church Office at 916-961-6631 or contact Loretta Dodge for more information.

Jiffy Fixers at Work!
Mondays at 9 am & 5 pm
Morning Jiffy Fixers meet on Mondays at 9 am. The morning crew works on small, one-day
projects to help reduce costs of hiring from the outside to get easier projects complete.
Evening Jiffy Fixers meet on Mondays at 5:00 pm. The evening crew normally takes on
projects of a greater demand and lengthier repair time.
Everyone is welcome to attend when convenient! If you happen to see an area that needs some
repair, or attention, please let Renee Meyer or Tom Wold know!
Renee Meyer for Monday mornings, 916-868-5070, emphaticallyme@yahoo.com
Tom Wold for Monday evenings, 916-967-9920, tomwold@pacbell.net
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“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of
the least of these who are members of my
family, you did it to me.”
Matthew 25:40

Outreach Sunday is the first Sunday of every month.
Please bring your donations to support our various local
outreach ministries including Sunrise Christian Food Bank,
Downtown Ministries, Tarps and Seasonal Support for the
Homeless, and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.

Downtown Ministries
Contact: Karlene Brown

Ninety-seven (97) coats
and jackets were collected
and donated in October!
Downtown Ministries said
they had never received such
high quality coat donations
before and were very grateful.
T h a nk y o u fo r y ou r
generosity!
Monetary donations will continue to be collected on
the 1st Sunday of the month in the jar in the Narthex.

Sunrise
Christian
Food Bank
Contact:
Phyllis Brantley

Canned Fruit or Vegetables
Canned Tuna (5 oz. preferred)
Macaroni & Cheese
Dry Beans — Rice
Peanut Butter (18 oz. preferred)
Ramen-type Soup Mix
Cold Cereal
Canned Meats

BRING YOUR DONATIONS
1st SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH!

Tarps & Seasonal Support for the Homeless
Contact: Ruby and Paris Wicker

In addition to providing tarps for shelter,
Ruby and Paris Wicker hand out other items as
the season dictates. (Think flip-flops in the
summer and rain ponchos in the winter.)
Monetary donations may be placed in the
offering plate. (Please write “Tarps” in the
memo line of a check or on the outside of an
envelope for a cash donation.)
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Upcoming Events at United Methodist Churches
in the 50/80 Sunrise Circuit, the Los Rios District, & beyond...
(50/80 Sunrise Circuit Churches include Rio Linda UMC, Elverta UMC, Trinity UMC,
St. Mark’s UMC, St. Andrew’s UMC, Citrus Heights UMC, Sacramento Cho-Un Korean UMC,
Fair Oaks UMC, UMC of Rancho Cordova, and Wesley UMC.)
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Saturday, November 10
Friendsgiving: Appetizer Edition, 4-6 pm in the Sanctuary
See page 1 for more details.
Contact: Sydney Moore at Fairoaksumcya@gmail.com
Thursday, November 15
Little Methodist School Thanksgiving Program, 6:30 pm in the Sanctuary
See page 4 for more details.
Contact: Preschool Director Sue Jas at 916-961-0368
Saturday, November 24
Hanging of the Greens, 3 pm in the Sanctuary
Contact: Kathy Glass (916-454-5335) or Rosanne Stephenson (916-863-0227)
Saturday, December 1
Christmas Parade, 4 pm in Fair Oaks Village
See page 4 for more details.
Contact: Eliseo Paniagua; eliseopaniagua@yahoo.com; 209-423-9420
Sunday, December 2
California International Marathon. Possible road closures along Fair Oaks
Boulevard from Folsom to Downtown. Check runsra.org/californiainternational-marathon/course-information/ for more information.
Sunday, December 9
Advent Concert, 7 pm in the Sanctuary
See page 8 for more information.
Contact: Eliseo Paniagua; eliseopaniagua@yahoo.com; 209-423-9420
Monday, December 10
Young Adults Card-Making (open to all ages), 7 pm in the Library
Contact: Sydney Moore at Fairoaksumcya@gmail.com
Sunday, December 16
Christmas Caroling at local retirement homes.
Contact: Eliseo Paniagua; eliseopaniagua@yahoo.com; 209-423-9420
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Book Club
November’s Book Club selection is Hillbilly Elegy by J.D. Vance.

From barnesandnoble.com: “The Vance family story begins hopefully in postwar
America. J. D.’s grandparents were ‘dirt poor and in love,’ and moved north
from Kentucky’s Appalachia region to Ohio in the hopes of escaping the
dreadful poverty around them. They raised a middle-class family, and eventually
one of their grandchildren would graduate from Yale Law School, a conventional
marker of success in achieving generational upward mobility. But as the family
saga of Hillbilly Elegy plays out, we learn that J.D.'s grandparents, aunt, uncle,
sister, and, most of all, his mother struggled profoundly with the demands of
their new middle-class life, never fully escaping the legacy of abuse, alcoholism, poverty, and trauma
so characteristic of their part of America. With piercing honesty, Vance shows how he himself still
carries around the demons of his chaotic family history.”
Bring a sack lunch and join us on Monday, November 26 at noon in the library.
Upcoming selections:
Take Me With You by Catherine Ryan Hyde; When Never Comes by Barbara Davis;
A Gentleman in Moscow by Amor Towles; Never Stop Walking by Christine Rickardsson

Pinochle
Pat and Dave Eichner will host pinochle on Friday, November 9 at 6:30 pm in
the Sanctuary. Come on out for a night of fellowship and fun. We will teach you
to play Pinochle if you have never played before!

Mark Your Calendar With These Upcoming Dates…
11/01
11/04
11/04

“Sent” Book Study Groups begin
All Saints Sunday
Daylight Saving Time ends.
Fall Back 1 hour.

11/05
11/10

Church Office closed.
Friendsgiving: Appetizer Edition,
4-6 pm

11/15

Little Methodist School
Thanksgiving Program, 6:30 pm
Thanksgiving Day.
Church office closed.

11/22

11/24
12/01
12/02
12/02

Hanging of the Greens, 3 pm
Christmas Parade, 4 pm
1st Sunday of Advent
California International Marathon.

12/09
12/10

Possible road closures.
Advent Concert, 7 pm
Young Adults Card-Making

12/16
12/24
12/25

(open to all ages), 7 pm
Christmas Caroling
Christmas Eve service
Christmas Day. Church office closed.
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NOVEMBER WORSHIP SIGN-UPS
November 4 - Communion, All Saints Sunday, Daylight Saving Time ends
November 18 - Band Sunday

Greeters

Flowers

4

4 Worship Ministry

Coffee Fellowship
Hosts

11

11 Young Adults Group

4 Tongan Ministry

18

18

11 Marets

25

25

18 Kunkels
25 Wicker/Martin

Liturgists

Offering

4 Kathy Glass

4

Easy Worship
Operators

11 Cheryl Raney

11

4 Adriane Samcoff

18

18

11 Andrew Maret

25 Mike Wilhoit

25

18

Children's Time

Counters

4 Sunday School

4 Ellen Frosch/Bill Floyd

11 Dedra Beauchamp

11 Pat Eichner/Elaine Bach

25 Adriane
Samcoff/Isabella
Montenegro
HOW TO SIGN UP

November Communion
Steward:

You can help out – try
18 Pat Eichner/Helena Hurst to sign up a month or
more ahead of time.
25 Chong Suk Henderson/
You can call the
Mike Wilhoit
Church Office or sign
up on the clipboard
found on the Narthex
shelf. Thanks for your
Sunday School Teachers
help!

Ellen Couch

11 Phyllis Martin

Communion Servers:

18 Roy Anderson/Ruby
Wicker

18 Dedra Beauchamp
25 Dedra Beauchamp

Sue Easterbrook

4 Nancy Klanjac

25 Phyllis Brantley
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Fair Oaks
United Methodist Church

9849 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Fair Oaks, CA 95628
Phone: (916) 961-6631
Fax: (916) 961-1572
E-mail: office@fairoaksumc.org

Promoting the love of Christ and nurturing
spiritual growth for each individual, the
church and the community.

Check us out online!
Website:
www.fairoaksumc.org
Instagram: fairoaksumc
Facebook: Fair Oaks United
Methodist Church

The Fair Oaks’ ACORN is published monthly by the Fair
Oaks United Methodist Church and is distributed at the
end of each month. Newsletters are also online at
FairOaksUMC.org/#/find-out-more/newsletters.
Next Deadline: Wed., November 21, 2018, at 9 am.

Weekly on Sundays
9 am: Adult Bible Study

Submit articles to the Church Office in person or by
email at office@fairoaksumc.org. Submissions may be
edited for accuracy, length or clarity.

10 am: Worship Service
and Children’s Sunday School

Nursery Care Available

