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FEATURED BUSINESS:

This year we have a delightful opportunity to “field
test” our pastor’s work on dealing with grief. His focus
was death from traumatic circumstances but we can
broaden that to helping ourselves and others deal with the
passing of those near and dear in any circumstance. That
involves all of us eventually and repeatedly. We seek
ways to comfort others directly affected. We seek useful
advice for dealing with reality and the challenges it places
on our faith.
Pastor Jeong’s book will be our study guide through 6 sessions before
Easter. We plan to form 3 small groups as before: Wednesdays 2-3:30,
Saturdays10-11:30; and Sunday after worship. All groups meet in the library.
So pick the group that best suits your life and SIGN UP on the bulletin
board in the Narthex on Sundays, January 14, 21, and 28. We’ll hand out
books on January 28 and collect $10 for each then.
How often do we have the opportunity to learn from a present author?
We are proud of Pastor Jeong’s contribution in spreading Christ’s love and
compassion!

Your
business
here!
See page 23
or contact the
Church Office for
more information.

SIGN UP!
Sheets
posted on
bulletin
board in
Narthex.

Pick up your book.

Ash Wednesday - Lent begins.
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Family
By Pastor Jeong Park
Dear My Loving Fair Oaks Church,
I and my family are taking off two weeks (two Sundays from December 25 to January 11), using my
vacation time and visiting my parents in Korea. Since I am the only son out of three sons who lives in
the United States, my parents always want to see me and my family in person. Last year, my mother
had gone through a couple of major surgeries: brain tumor removal surgery, breast cancer and thyroid
cancer. Thankfully, all her surgeries went well. Last September, one day my mother gave me a call and
said, "I am feeling better after I got a cold. But in this season of fall, I miss my family!" Immediately I
sensed that she deeply missed me in person. So I talked to Youngjae and shared a need that I want to
fly to South Korea and meet my parents as an expression of my love and care.
Surprisingly, my mother wasn't so excited when I told her that I am going to see them by myself. Oh
my! What she meant was that she TERRIBLY MISSES her grandchildren! My parents told us that
they would gladly take care of our two boys' airfare tickets if we can come together.
My parents are deeply grateful to our congregation because they remember that you prayed for
them, especially my mother's health and recovery when I shared my mother's surgery with you. My
parents go to early morning prayer in church everyday. And they never cease to pray for our church in
God's good care and mission.
I and my family are deeply grateful for this opportunity to travel and meet my parents in this timely
moment. We thank you for your support and love always!
Blessings!

Pastor Jeong will be out of the office
until January 11. In his absence,
retired Pastor Mary McCollum will
lead worship services. Any urgent
pastoral care needs can be
directed to retired Pastor Mary
McCollum
(916-745-3446,
maryedsac@comcast.net) or Betty
Phillips (Caring Minister, 482-3514,
bettyharrahs@hotmail.com).



Daniel Palu, Setuata for our
Tongan Ministry, will give the
message on December 31.



Guest preacher Rev. Larry
George will give the
message on January 7.
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Prayer Requests
Please pray for Norma Bennett. She was released from the hospital and is at her daughter’s
home. She will not be going back to her home on Garfield. She is in Hospice Care and according
to her daughter, Shelley, Norma has very limited time left. She would appreciate cards. Her
daughter's address is: 2680 Barbera Way, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670. Norma's cell phone is (916)
601-0956. (Note: the number in the church directory is incorrect.) Please send cards and notes and
please pray for comfort and peace of mind for Norma and her family.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
Please keep Stan and Alma Andrus, Lola Morphis, Norma Bennett, Margy Lauritzen, Jim
Allen, Doris Ashworth, and all of our church members and friends who may not make it to church
regularly in your prayers.

Communion for the Homebound
Communion for the Homebound will be offered on the first Sunday of each month. Please
contact the Church Office if you or someone you know would like to receive communion in their
home.

Do you have prayer requests?

Contact Nancy Klanjac (nanklan1@aol.com; 967-5427), so the members of our prayer chain can
pray for you, or contact the Church Office (office@fairoaksumc.org; 961-6631) to have your
requests printed in the Acorn.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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From Lila Rittenhouse:
I haven’t gotten too involved in anything yet in Larkspur as
have been trying to get my health back. But I have gotten
acquainted with people at church. And I go to exercise
class. There are many, many old people here in Marin
County and so are lots of activities and services all catering
to old people. I just haven’t had a chance to look into all
of it. While this has been a difficult sad year, looking back
we feel everything went well and Freeman would be
pleased with the way things have worked out. Seems like
everything has just fallen into place. I have a lot to be
thankful for. Have a blessed Christmas and a great 2018.

From Barbara and Leon Sims:
We hope y’all are doing well and enjoying the holidays. Leon and I are
doing great and after almost 3 years, feeling really settled in Texas. We
have sold our motorhome and are looking forward to taking more trips
with just a suitcase and meals cooked by others. We are planning a week
in New Orleans with friends and neighbors in March, a family reunion
with my siblings in July in Pismo, CA and renting a lake house for a week
in October for our entire Sims family. Leon is enjoying playing golf and I
am enjoying canasta, mahjongg, a cooking group, visits with girlfriends to
Austin for monthly plays and lunches. Life is very fun in Sun City, Texas!

From Katy Houghton:
May the Spirit
of Christmas
with its Peace and Joy
abide with you
through all the year.
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Adult Bible Study by Loren Guffey
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9 am in the Library.
Home Study Guides available on the Narthex Bulletin Board.
In the Old Testament, faith is grounded in the fact that God is the faithful one, the
one who always keeps his promises and never abandons his covenants. We find many
statements like this one; “Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the
faithful God, keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who
love him and keep his commandments” (Deuteronomy 7:9).
The importance of the Hebrew word translated faithful in that passage is signaled by
the fact that it occurs dozens of times in the OT. The fact that it is applied to God as
well as people means that God expected faithful behavior and trust from his people
because he himself is always faithful. In Fact, the OT’s first use of this word
(translated “believed”) is applied to none other than the great hero of faith Abraham,
who “believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness” (Genesis 15:6).
This statement is so important that it is quoted five times in the New
Testament. Also Hebrews 11 offers a litany of OT faith examples, but the greatest is
Abraham, the ultimate ancestor of the Jewish nation.
(Taken from the writings of Mark S. Krause.)

Preschool News
By Sue Jas, Director
Happy New Year!
We will be kicking off the year learning about Community
Helpers. We anticipate a visit from the Fire Department at the
end of the month to show us their truck and teach us how to
stay safe during a fire. Our teachers are busy picking out items for their classrooms from all of the
wonderful Trike-A-Thon donations. We have openings in our toddler and pre-kindergarten Tuesday/
Thursday classes. Please call Sue Jas at (916) 961-0368 or stop by the office between 7:30 a.m.-12:30
p.m. Monday through Friday.
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Heifer Happenings
Total needed for the Fill-an-Ark campaign: $5,000.00
Total in the Heifer Account as of 12/26/17: $3,341.61
Amount still needed to meet our goal: $1,658.39

Will 2018 be another Ark year for Fair Oaks UMC?
Learn more about Heifer International at the Heifer Sharing Table in
the Narthex or by asking Virginia Guffey or Dedra Beauchamp.

RUMMAGE SALE!
The Rummage Sale is scheduled for February 2-3, 2018.
Co-chairs: Mary Ellen Milne,
Ruby & Wayde (Paris) Wicker
Let family and friends know and ask everyone to save their donations of treasures for
the sale. We will start collecting the last week in January. IF something needs to be
donated before then, please contact Wayde (Paris). Every treasure will help with this
fundraiser for our church.
Thank you! Ruby, Wayde (Paris), and Mary Ellen

e-newsletter vs. paper newsletter
Do you prefer to receive your monthly Acorn newsletter via an
attachment to an email? Or would you rather have a paper copy mailed to
your home? If you are not receiving the Acorn the way you would like,
please contact the Church Office (916-961-6631; office@fairoaksumc.org)
to ask about having it sent a different way.
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Music Ministry: Share the Joys of God through Music
By Eliseo Paniagua, Music Director
Are you interested in being a part of our Sunday services while creating beautiful music? If so,
please come join the Chancel Choir for our rehearsals. The Chancel Choir rehearses every
Thursday from 7:30-9:00 pm in the Sanctuary and our music selections vary every week. No prior
experience needed, just a love to sing and a positive attitude!
Along with the Chancel Choir, Fair Oaks UMC is happy to welcome the addition of the
Handchime Choir. We rehearse every Thursday from 6:30-7:20 pm in the Sanctuary. No
experience is necessary, just an open mind and willingness to learn.
Both groups are a different way to share the joys of God while making wonderful music. Any
questions, feel free to contact Music Director Eliseo Paniagua at eliseopaniagua@yahoo.com.

Caroling Tour on December 17, 2017
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“Someone
is
Coming”
Sunday,
December
10, 2017

Above:
The
Extension
Chords

Left:
Top: Fair Oaks UMC Handchime Choir
Bottom: Fair Oaks UMC Chancel Choir

Annalee
Jacob
Joshua
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Welcome to
Student Space!
Come on in
and join us!
On Saturday, November 18, Sydney Moore
hosted our first Student Space. Student Space
is designed to give high school and college
students a place to study, to relax from
studying, or to commiserate with others about
studying. It was held in our re-vamped Potter
1&2 building. Stay tuned for more Student
Space days in the future.

Did you know that we have an
Instagram account?

Need help signing up or
logging on?

It is fairoaksumc.

Ask Sydney Moore.
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Our Christmas Eve offering
raised $515
for Family Promise.
Thank you for your generosity!
Family Promise’s mission is to help homeless and low-income families achieve sustainable
independence through a community-based response. Learn more at sacfamilypromise.org.

Fair Oaks UMC Directory / Contact Information
Updated copies of our church directory are available in the
Narthex and Spencer. Please use this directory as an address
book full of contact information for our extended church
family. This includes active members, regular attendees, shutins, dear friends who have moved but stay in touch, and
others. The directory is always a work-in-progress so please
notify the Church Office of any changes or corrections. If you
would like a directory tailored to your ministry’s specific needs,
please call the Church Office to discuss.

Lost & Found Table
Located in the Narthex
Please check the Lost & Found table set up in the
Narthex and take any items that belong to you. Items
not claimed by January 28 will be donated to our
Rummage Sale.
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Prayer Partners:
Share Your Burden, Divide Your Grief
By Mary McCollum, Worship Ministry
The Worship Ministry team has begun a new addition to our Communion
experience. Each Communion Sunday there will be two “prayer partners”
stationed at each end of the communion rail. If you would like to share your
concern with this person, please wait by them for your turn. They will ask
you quietly to tell them your concern and they will pray there for and with
you. Hearing another voice united with your burden is often very helpful.
Give it a try and see for yourself.
Prayer partners for January 7 are Loretta Dodge and Roy Anderson.

How is it with your Soul?
By Kathy Glass
John Wesley wanted the group of Christians he
shepherded to work on their spiritual connection
together. Here at Fair Oaks there are opportunities
for this connection. One of them meets most
Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm. Join us in the
Library. We promise a small experience in
journeying to be closer to our God.

Life’s Challenges Support Group for Men & Women
January 8 and 22 at 6 pm in the Library
(Due to holidays, meetings are the 2nd and 4th
Mondays in January only.)

Life's Challenges provides support for persons coping with difficult challenges
such as divorce, unemployment, loss of a loved one, financial problems and more.
We offer opportunities for renewal, restoration and kinship in a safe, nurturing and
confidential environment. Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays. Call the Church Office
at 916-961-6631 or contact Loretta Dodge for more information.
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Jiffy Fixers
Every Tuesday at 9 am

†

Contacts:
Renee Meyer, Sandy Milne

SWAG had an Epiphany!
The SWAG (Students Worshipping an Awesome God) Youth Group
has evolved into the Epiphany Young Adult Group. They meet weekly
on Thursdays at 7 pm in the Epiphany Room (previously known as the
Teen Room). See Adriane Samcoff for more information.

Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday, 9 am - 1 pm
The Church Office will be closed
January 1, 8, 15, and 22.
When the office is closed, urgent prayer requests or
pastoral care needs can be directed to Pastor Jeong,
Nancy Klanjac (Prayer Chain, 967-5427,
nanklan1@aol.com), or Betty Phillips (Caring Minister,
482-3514, bettyharrahs@hotmail.com).
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On Sunday, December 17, 2017,
we welcomed 3 more new members into our church family!

Left to right: Loren and Ingrid Kunkel, Sammie Lee Wilhoit
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“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of
the least of these who are members of my
family, you did it to me.”
Matthew 25:40

Outreach Sunday is the first Sunday of every month.
Please bring your donations to support our various local
outreach ministries including Sunrise Christian Food Bank,
Downtown Ministries, Tarps and Seasonal Support for the
Homeless, and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.

Downtown Ministries
Collection Jar
Contact: Karlene Brown

A collection jar for
Downtown Ministries can
be found in the Narthex
on the 1st Sunday of each
month. Fair Oaks United
Methodist Church makes
ongoing
monetary
donations to support
Downtown Ministries’
many programs.

Sunrise
Christian
Food Bank
Contact:
Phyllis Brantley

Canned Fruit or Vegetables
Canned Tuna (5 oz. preferred)
Macaroni & Cheese
Dry Beans — Rice
Peanut Butter (18 oz. preferred)
Ramen-type Soup Mix
Cold Cereal
Canned Meats

BRING YOUR DONATIONS
1st SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH!

Tarps & Seasonal Support for the Homeless
Contact: Ruby and Wayde (Paris) Wicker

In addition to providing tarps for shelter,
Ruby and Wayde (Paris) Wicker hand out other
items as the season dictates. (Think flip-flops in
the summer and rain ponchos in the winter.)
Monetary donations may be placed in the
offering plate. (Please write “Tarps” in the
memo line of a check or on the outside of an
envelope for a cash donation.)
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Wonder
(book by R.J. Palacio, movie in theaters now)
From Nancy Klanjac: “I saw the movie and was so taken with it that I also read the book. I
highly recommend it for families. Some schools are taking classes for a field trip.”
Wonder is the story
of Auggie, who, after
being homeschooled,
enters the 5th grade
of a regular school.
Though he’s had 27
surgeries, Auggie’s
features still “look like
they’ve been melted,
like the drippings of a
candle”, earning him
nicknames like
“Freak” and “Lizard
Face”. Despite his
physical ailments,
Auggie’s an engaging
boy who’s smart,
funny, kind and brave,
and who feels pretty
normal inside.
The character,
Auggie, was born with
Treacher Collins
Syndrome,
characterized by
multiple anomalies
such as absent
cheekbones and ears,
diminutive jaw, near deafness and the need for a
tracheostomy. Ms. RJ Palacio wrote Wonder as a
result of an encounter of her sons with a young
child with Treacher Collins Syndrome in a
Brooklyn ice cream parlor. Her boys’ negative

reaction towards this
child compelled her to
conduct extensive
research and write this
endearing novel in
order to raise awareness
about difference and to
teach people to be kind.
Partnering
with Sprigeo and Facing
History and Ourselves,
myFace developed a
middle-school
curriculum based
on Wonder by RJ
Palacio, to raise
community awareness
of the social stigma
surrounding facial
difference. Through
Wonder, readers have
found a story and a
person to whom they
can relate, and therefore
an ideal catalyst for
empathy. The
curriculum and
educational project
encourages students to consider how individual
decisions impact the course of their fellow
students’ lives and how their own choices can help
shape our society today.
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Pages 16 and 17 feature information about 2 classes that are held on our campus. The
owners of these businesses donate to our church in exchange for the use of our space.
However, I thought the classes might be of interest to some people in our congregation
and wanted to make the information available. Flyers are available on the smaller
Hallway Bulletin Board in the Sanctuary or you can contact the business owners directly for
more information. — Dedra Beauchamp, Administrative Assistant

Brains and Balance Training with Coach Kelly
Are you ready for the next chapter of your life? Does your body need a tune-up? When was the last time your brain
and nervous system had a software update?
My name is Kelly Ward and I am a Movement Re-Educator and Balance Specialist who practices a brains-based
approach to the restoration, rehabilitation and re-education of the nervous system and the engine running it; your
brain.
Research findings and advances in neuroscience have unveiled a plethora of information about the neuroplasticity
of the brain. Ultimately, we now know that it’s never too late to change and improve the efficiency of neural
connections.
Neurophysiology combines neuroscience and movement. As balance specialist, I systematically and progressively
challenge the input, interpretation and output of messages sent to and from the brain responsible for optimal
performance in daily life.
Results are immediate and cumulative.
If you want to reduce pain while re-introducing your brain to your body so you can live longer better, reserve your
spot for my four-week Brains and Balance Z-Training program.
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New session beginning January 20, 2018.
Use coupon code UMCFAMILY (all capital letters)
for $10 off your session.
Direct link to register is: https://www.zumbini.com/classes/1713
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Upcoming Events at United Methodist Churches
in the Sunrise Circuit, the Los Rios District, & beyond...
(Sunrise Circuit Churches include Rio Linda UMC, Elverta UMC, Trinity UMC,
St. Mark’s UMC, St. Andrew’s UMC, Citrus Heights UMC, Sacramento Cho-Un Korean UMC,
Fair Oaks UMC, UMC of Rancho Cordova, and Wesley UMC.)
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Book Club
January’s Book Club selection is Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate.
From amazon.com: “Memphis, 1939. Twelve-year-old Rill Foss and her four younger
siblings live a magical life aboard their family's Mississippi River shantyboat. But when
their father must rush their mother to the hospital one stormy night, Rill is left in
charge--until strangers arrive in force. Wrenched from all that is familiar and thrown
into a Tennessee Children's Home Society orphanage, the Foss children are assured
that they will soon be returned to their parents--but they quickly realize the dark truth.
At the mercy of the facility's cruel director, Rill fights to keep her sisters and brother
together in a world of danger and uncertainty.
“Aiken, South Carolina, present day. Born into wealth and privilege, Avery Stafford seems to have it
all: a successful career as a federal prosecutor, a handsome fiancé, and a lavish wedding on the
horizon. But when Avery returns home to help her father weather a health crisis, a chance encounter
leaves her with uncomfortable questions and compels her to take a journey through her family's longhidden history, on a path that will ultimately lead either to devastation or to redemption.
“Based on one of America's most notorious real-life scandals--in which Georgia Tann, director of a
Memphis-based adoption organization, kidnapped and sold poor children to wealthy families all over
the country--Lisa Wingate's riveting, wrenching, and ultimately uplifting tale reminds us how, even
though the paths we take can lead to many places, the heart never forgets where we belong.”
Bring a sack lunch and join us on January 22 at noon in the library.

Pinochle
Nancy and Len Edwards will host Pinochle on Friday, January 12 at 6:30 pm
in the Sanctuary. Come on out for a night of fellowship and fun. We will teach
you to play Pinochle if you have never played before!

Mark Your Calendar With These Upcoming Dates…
01/01
01/07

New Year’s Day. Church office closed. 02/19 Presidents’ Day. Church office closed.
Epiphany Sunday
03/03 Annual Chili Feed and Cake Auction

01/07
01/08
01/15

Guest Preacher Rev. Larry George
Church office closed.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
Church office closed.
Church office closed.

01/22

02/02 - 02/03 Rummage Sale
02/11 Boy Scout Sunday
02/14 Ash Wednesday

03/25
03/29
04/01
04/02
05/20

Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday
Easter Sunday
Easter Monday. Church office closed.
Pentecost Sunday

05/20
05/27

Spring Concert (tentative)
Chancel Choir’s last Sunday in worship
before Summer Break
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JANUARY WORSHIP SIGN-UPS
January 7 - Communion, Epiphany Sunday, Guest Preacher Rev. Larry George
January 21 - Band Sunday

Greeters

Flowers

7

7

Coffee Fellowship
Hosts

14

14

7 Tongan Ministry

21

21

14 Marets

28

28

21 Phinney/
Couch/Floyd

Liturgists

Offering

7 Cheryl Raney

7

14

14

21

21

28 Sammie Lee Wilhoit

28

28 Wicker/Martin

Easy Worship
Operators
7 Adriane Samcoff
14 Andrew Maret
21 Youngjae Park

Children's Time

Counters

7 Kathy Glass

7 Ellen Frosch/Pat Eichner

14 Nancy Klanjac

14 Bill Floyd/Elaine Bach

21

21 Pat Eichner/Elaine Bach

28

28 Chong Suk Henderson/
Mike Wilhoit

January Communion
Steward:

Sunday School Teachers

Elaine Bach

14 Nancy Klanjac

Communion Servers:

21 Adriane Samcoff

Sue Easterbrook

28 Mary Maret

Betty Phillips

7 Phyllis Martin

28 Adriane Samcoff

HOW TO SIGN UP
You can help out – try
to sign up a month or
more ahead of time.
You can call the
Church Office or sign
up on the clipboard
found on the Narthex
shelf. Thanks for your
help!

January 2018 Calendar - Fair Oaks UMC

Fair Oaks United Methodist Church Business Directory

Q: Why do we
have a
business
directory in
a church
newsletter?
A: The
donations
provided by
the
businesses
listed help
offset the
cost of
publishing a
monthly
newsletter.

Q: Who are the people behind these businesses?
A: They are members or regular attendees who consider FOUMC their church home and wish to share
their business talents with their church family.

Q: Can I be listed in the business directory each month?
A: Yes! Contact the church office at 961-6631 or Office@FairOaksUMC.org to learn more.

Fair Oaks
United Methodist Church

9849 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Fair Oaks, CA 95628
Phone: (916) 961-6631
Fax: (916) 961-1572
E-mail: office@fairoaksumc.org

Promoting the love of Christ and nurturing
spiritual growth for each individual, the
church and the community.

We’re on the web!
www.fairoaksumc.org

The Fair Oaks’ ACORN is published monthly by the Fair
Oaks United Methodist Church and is distributed at the
end of each month. Newsletters are also online at
FairOaksUMC.org/#/find-out-more/newsletters.
Next Deadline: Wednesday, January 24, 2018, at 9 am.
Submit articles to the Church Office in person or by
email at office@fairoaksumc.org. Submissions may be
edited for accuracy, length or clarity.

