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Do-It-Yourself Tweets by Kathy Glass
If you ever look my way
during worship, you probably
notice me scribbling in a little
notebook. I have a big stack of
them at home. During service, I
write down my thoughts and
feelings. Sometimes it’s in our
music; sometimes it’s the
scripture
or
the
sermon. Sometimes I am writing
down someone to pray for. I
write down what moves me,
what inspires me, what makes
me think. In a way, I write a
tweet to myself every Sunday.
We have been using the tearaway strip in our bulletin to
share our spiritual
inspiration.
While sharing
messages with each other is
helpful as we walk on our
journey together, this strip can
be something more. In the
coming weeks we are going to
try something new. A new
format is coming to let us build
our own spiritual tweets. We
can write notes on the part of
our worship that moves us. So,
watch the bulletin tear-away
strip for your very own Do-ItYourself tweet!

(coming soon
to your bulletin)
Jot down what touches you during
today’s worship service for a do-ityourself tweet.
The Music:

The Liturgy:

The Spoken Word:

The Prayers:

Contact with Others:

The Settings (paraments, decorations,
etc.):
Other Things:
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Happy New Year 2017!
By Pastor Jeong Park
Christmas Greetings and a Happy New Year!
In the church calendar, we Christians welcome the New Year while still in the celebration of
Christmas and the Epiphany season in January. In other words, the church begins a New Year
celebrating Christ’s arrival in us and with us.
Epiphany literally means God’s visible sign of “manifestation” or “appearance”. The story of
Epiphany is based on the wise men or Magi’s deepest passion for their new Messiah. They were
willing to take a risk and traveled to find the baby Jesus far from the East to Bethlehem following a
big shining star. The story of the wise men is a reminder of the new Messiah who has come as light
for everyone in the baby Jesus. The Spirit of Christmas and Epiphany remind us that light has come
as hope for those who sit in the darkness of their life challenges.
The Gospel of John 1:5 says, “The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome
it.” Darkness doesn’t merely mean our despair or sorrow or hopeless situation. This darkness is
more about uncertainty, anxiety and fear in our lives. Thomas Merton, Catholic priest and spiritual
master expresses his honest confession to God. Listen to his prayer:
“My Lord God, I have no idea where I am going. I do not see the road ahead of me. I
cannot know for certain where it will end….you will lead me by the right road, though I may
know nothing about it. Therefore I will trust you always though I may seem to be lost and in
the shadow of death. I will not fear, for you are ever with me, and you will never leave me to
face my perils alone.”
Our life is like a thick fog which is ahead of us, but we have to go through anyhow. We might
encounter unexpected challenges. We need guidance for our direction and light to shine our ways.
Mary McCollum shared her wisdom with me in her words, “Whenever life seems like a fog, take just
one small step and then the next step will become clear. Then take another. Keep moving.”
As we are about to begin a New Year, I hope that you will receive Jesus as your light who will
guide you from your own ‘darkness’. The excitement of Christmas and New Year are that we accept
the gift of a small light in the birth of the baby Jesus. So we can keep moving one step forward in
faith. The gift of Christmas and Epiphany are not that the almighty God will take away all our
burdens, rather we find joy in Christ Jesus. So we take courage from this gift of joy. May the Light
of Christ be yours in this New Year and it will shine in your hearts and on your ways as you are
ready to move forward in faith!
Blessings!
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Prayer Requests
Rosanne Stephenson is asking prayers for
Steve Kaufman and her sister Michele
Hayes. Steve is in the hospital ICU with heart
failure. Please pray for comfort and peace of
mind.
Please pray for Anne Rohwer. She'll be having
hip surgery this Friday, 1/6/17. Pray for healing
and comfort.
Betty Steinbach is recovering well after her
knee replacement. Betty said she is very grateful
for the church's support and for Cynthia Wold's
time with her. Please pray for continuing
healing.
Betty Phillips is asking prayers for 3 friends.
Toni Dante is in ICU and had surgery for her
broken neck. Please pray for healing and
comfort. Pat Osuna is hospitalized with an
infection and a return of her cancer. Please pray
for healing, comfort and peace of mind. Dee
Stillwell is recovering from surgery, is depressed,
in pain and suffering. Please pray for peace of
mind, for healing and for comfort.
Lyn Gras is doing well after her surgery. Praise
God.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns

Please keep Stan and Alma Andrus, Lola Morphis,
Norma Bennett, Margy Lauritzen, Lora Allen,
Steve Robinson, Owen Elmer, and all of our church members and friends who may not make it to
church regularly in your prayers.

Do you have prayer requests?
Contact Nancy Klanjac (nanklan1@aol.com; 967-5427), so the members of our prayer chain can pray
for you, or contact the Church Office (office@fairoaksumc.org; 961-6631) to have your requests
printed in the Acorn.

Season’s Greetings from a Long Distance Friend
Peace & Joy & Hope for 2017. I miss my friends!
Best always, Katy Houghton
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A Bag of Blessings by Kathy Glass
There always seems to be someone standing at the corner with a sign
“I’m Hungry” or “I’m Homeless”. As people with homes, we have
choices. We can ignore them, (which always feels somehow unkind to
me), or we can fish around in our purse or wallet for a few dollars. But
then, what will they do with the money we give? Are we encouraging
bad behavior or addiction? So is there another alternative?
My brother has an alternative I like. He has taken the time to put
together bags of simple items and healthy food. He keeps the bags in a
box in his truck and hands them out as he finds people who can use
them. Adriane and I have taken this idea and have done the same. We
have single servings of tuna and crackers, and other things. Once we
added granola bars and safety pins. This last time, we put in hats that I
had crocheted. Our bags have a simple hand written note, (Lift up your
head, it’s not over yet) to encourage and bless the receiver. David, my
husband has started participating.
These “Blessing Bags” have gotten better reception than the dollar
or two we had been giving. The personal contact seems to be a gift to
both the receiver of the bag and to me, the giver.
It has been suggested, that Fair Oaks United Methodist could do this
as part of our community outreach; perhaps putting the bags together
as a church and handing them out as we are on our daily journeys.

Over 80s Club by Mary McCollum
The Over 80s Club had a wonderful
Christmas gala at Mary's home with
a sumptuous holiday meal and
grand sharing.
Next up:
A Valentine’s treat at the Cossairt's.
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Notes from the Board of Trustees
Spread the word...we have space available!
Fair Oaks United Methodist Church has space available for rent to a starter church. Space is
available every Sunday between 12:00 pm and 4:00 pm. Donation is based on the amount of space
needed. There is a large sanctuary as well as several meeting rooms. Contact the Church Office at 916961-6631 for additional information!

Campus security is up to all of us.
Our church campus has seen an increase in vandalism, break-ins, and theft in 2016. It is up to all of
us to make sure buildings are securely locked, latched, and dead-bolted after a meeting or worship
service. One recurring trouble spot is the side double doors to the sanctuary from the courtyard area.
These double doors often do not latch when they swing shut by themselves. They need to be pushed
shut and checked to be sure that they have latched as well as locked.
Anytime a group (or even just a couple of people) meets in one of our buildings, the person in the
group who is responsible for keys MUST be the last person to exit the building or room used and
MUST ensure doors are locked, dead-bolted, and tightly closed. If a key holder needs to be absent or
leave early, that person will adjourn the meeting early or entrust the key to someone who will be
responsible for being the last to leave and lock up securely.
Anyone at anytime is encouraged to call the Sheriff at 916-874-5111 to report suspicious activity.

Adult Bible Study by Loren Guffey
Happy New Year!
Proper Worship: What is the difference between the pagan gods that were worshiped
in ancient times and the God of the Bible? Our God is a giving, loving, creative
God. That is quite different than the gods being worshiped by the
unbelievers. During January we will read about the God of creation. We will read
some of the great Psalms about worshiping the God of creation. What is proper in
praising God? What is improper? Would you share your thoughts with us?
"Beware of posing as a profound person; God became a Baby."
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9 am in the Library.
Home Study Guides available on the Narthex Bulletin Board.
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Small group can be a big thing.
Thursdays at 7 pm in the Library
How is it with your soul? How has God been working in your life this week?
How can we pray for you? Who else can we pray for?
These little questions are the core of small group activity. A place to stop and reflect with others
on our spiritual journey and growth. It is our goal for the small group forum to expand. We are
currently looking for someone who can lead a small group during one day of the week. Anyone
wishing to participate in small groups, during the day or evenings, please contact Kathy Glass or the
church office for more information.

Preschool News
By Sue Jas, Director
Happy New Year! We are kicking off the year learning about Winter and Snow,
followed by reptiles, dinosaurs and how to keep our bodies healthy. Our gardens are growing and
abundant with kale and lettuce. We hope to see the green beans, carrots and radishes pop up soon.
Our toddler class continues to be full with a wait list so we are working very hard to hire a toddler
teacher to teach a new class of six children. We are spreading the word so if any of our church
members know of anyone with experience teaching toddlers and the necessary college units to teach,
please contact Sue at 961-0368. As always, we take new students all year long and there are still
openings in our pre-k Tuesday/Thursday class; Three Year old Monday/Wednesday/Friday class and
Tuesday/Thursday class.

Little Methodist School
Coffee Times
Please join us!

9 am in front of the blue mural
or in school office/patio if raining:
January 18 & 19 February 22 & 23
March 29 & 30 April 26 & 27
May 17 & 18
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Thursdays at 7 pm
in the Teen Room

Contact: Adriane Samcoff

Life’s Challenges
Support Group
for Men & Women
January 2 and 16
at 6 pm in the Library
Life's Challenges provides support for persons
coping with difficult challenges such as divorce,
unemployment, loss of a loved one, financial
problems and more. We offer opportunities for
renewal, restoration and kinship in a safe,
nurturing and confidential environment. Meets
on 1st and 3rd Mondays. Call the Church
Office 961-6631 or contact Loretta Dodge for
more information.

Communion
for the
Homebound
Communion for the
Homebound will be
offered on the first
Sunday of each month.
Please contact the
Church Office if you or
someone you know
would like to receive
communion in their
home.

Church Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
9:00 am – 1:00 pm
The Church Office will be closed
Monday, January 16 for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
When the office is closed, urgent prayer requests or pastoral care
needs can be directed to Pastor Jeong, Nancy Klanjac (Prayer Chain,
967-5427, nanklan1@aol.com), or Betty Phillips (Caring Minister, 4823514, bettyharrahs@hotmail.com).
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Help keep the Church Calendar
up-to-date and accurate!
Notify the Church Office when scheduling,
changing, or cancelling events.
If details are undecided,
ask the Church Office to pencil it in as
“tentative.”

Chancel Choir Rehearsals
Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursdays in the church Sanctuary
from 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm. We welcome all past members and
encourage anyone who would like to join choir to come to our
group. Contact Betty Karamatova at betty2392@yahoo.com if
you have any questions. We hope to see you there.

Jiffy Fixers — Every Tuesday at 9 am

†

Contact: Jim Allen
The Official Jiffy Fixer Jingle by Dedra Beauchamp

Who remembers the old Dr. Pepper commercial jingle?
(I’m a Pepper, He’s a Pepper, She’s a Pepper, Wouldn’t you like to be a
Pepper too?) Now sing along with me…
I’m a Fixer, She’s a Fixer, He’s a Fixer,
Wouldn’t you like to be a Fixer too?
Be a Fixer! Join Jiffy Fixers! Be a Fixer! Join Jiffy Fixers!

e-newsletter vs. paper newsletter
Do you prefer to receive your monthly Acorn newsletter via an attachment to an email? Or would
you rather have a paper copy mailed to your home? If you are not receiving the Acorn the way you
would like, please contact the Church Office (916-961-6631; office@fairoaksumc.org) to ask about
having it sent a different way.
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Donated By: In Memory Of:

Christmas Poinsettias 2016

Ed & Nancy Klanjac
Sue & Dick Easterbrook
John & Chong Suk Henderson
Cheryl Raney & George Roth
Bill Floyd
Roy & Gabriella Anderson
The Sommer Family

Gloria Phinney
Chris Globis

The Shearer Family
Virginia Grabbe
Rosanne Stephenson

Ruby and Wayde Wicker

Ed’s sister Beverly Larch and our parents
Abigail Easterbrook
Rev. W.A. Henderson and Chang In-ki
Lou Ann and Ed Roth; Troy Raney
Paul and Fern Floyd
Larina Jo Anderson
Diane’s parents and brother: Joe, Elizabeth, and
Joey Wilson; and Charlie’s dad, Chuck Sommer
Lynn W. Phinney
Sister Alice Horensius, mother Anne Globis, and
wife Linda Dressel
Dick Shearer
Henry Grabbe and Ernie Droege
Arlene Hayes, Dr. Jude Hayes, and Marshall
Stephenson
Della and Sid; Aunt Ning and Uncle Raish

Donated By: In Honor Of:
Ed & Nancy Klanjac
Roy & Gabriella Anderson

Loren & Virginia Guffey
Dedra Beauchamp

Our family
Our families—children, grandchildren and greatgrandchildren
Dedra Beauchamp
Loren and Virginia Guffey

Donated By: In Celebration Of:
Ed & Nancy Klanjac
Claudia Ferguson
Mary Ellen & Sandy Milne

Ed’s and Matt’s birthdays
Our wonderful church
Loving family
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Heifer
Happenings
Happy Heifer New Year! We have
a $672 head start on our next $5,000
ark. How long will it take us to raise
the remaining $4,328?
Heifer International has a fun
storytelling afternoon planned at
Westminster Presbyterian Church.
(See details below.) If you are
interested in attending and want to
coordinate rides, contact Virginia
Guffey at 916-390-4340.
DON’T FORGET — In Honor
and In Memory cards are always
available for a meaningful gift
anytime of the year. Let someone
else give ordinary!
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Downtown Ministries Collection Jar

Contact: Karlene Brown

A collection jar for Downtown Ministries can be found in the Narthex on the 1st Sunday of each
month. We will be making ongoing monetary donations to support Downtown Ministries’ many
programs.

Sunrise
Christian
Food Bank
Contact: Debbi Oliver

Fair Oaks United Methodist Church is regularly
scheduled to support UMC of Rancho Cordova
with Family Promise.. We need help preparing
dinner, salad, and sides, and/or helping host the
families (usually around 20 people total) for dinner
at UMC of RC from 5:30-8:00. If you are willing
to help or would like to know the 2017 schedule,
please
contact
Debbi
Oliver
at debbip1@aol.com or at 916-207-2653.

Contact:
Sheri Johnson

Canned Fruit or Vegetables
Canned Tuna (5 oz. preferred)
Macaroni & Cheese
Dry Beans — Rice
Peanut Butter (18 oz. preferred)
Ramen-type Soup Mix
Cold Cereal
Canned Meats

BRING YOUR DONATIONS
1st SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH!

Tarps & Seasonal Support for the Homeless
Contact: Ruby and Wayde Wicker

In addition to providing tarps for shelter,
Ruby and Wayde Wicker hand out other
items as the season dictates. (Think flipflops in the summer and rain ponchos in the
winter.) Monetary donations may be placed
in the offering plate. (Please write “Tarps”
in the memo line of a check or on the
outside of an envelope for a cash donation.)
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Upcoming Events at United Methodist Churches
in the Sunrise Circuit, the Bridges District, and beyond...
(Sunrise Circuit Churches include Rio Linda UMC, Elverta UMC, North Sacramento UMC,
Trinity UMC, St. Mark’s UMC, St. Andrew’s UMC, Citrus Heights UMC, Sacramento Cho-Un
Korean UMC, Fair Oaks UMC, UMC of Rancho Cordova, and Wesley UMC.)

Stewardship and Culture Online Class
With Christmas commercial craziness behind us, now is a perfect time to reflect on our
stewardship and the “buy now, pay later” culture. Join Rev. Dr. Betsy Schwarzentraub, CA-NV
pastor and online instructor for “Stewardship and Culture: Creating Contagious
Generosity” from Jan. 16 through Feb. 11.
Listen to a half-hour audio-visual presentation each week and interact with others in an
online Class Forum on how we can deal in a healthy way with consumerism, the pressure to
achieve, constantly changing technology, and more. The class will begin on Jan. 16 with an
introductory conference call on Jan. 9 for early registrants. With one course text and free
online resources, participants can gain insights from others across the U.S. and work on an
intentional Generosity Plan for their own congregations.
Betsy has been Stewardship staff for our Annual Conference, Foundation and denomination.
“Stewardship and Culture” is sponsored by the Ecumenical Stewardship Center, which serves
churches in the U.S. and Canada. Continuing Education Units are also available. To learn more
and to register, go to transformingthechurch.org.

Visit www.cnumc.org
for information on





General Conference Session



Annual Conference Session

Western Jurisdiction Conference
…and much more!
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Shop with Scrip:
The Easiest & Least Painful Fundraiser Ever!
What is Scrip? It’s fundraising while you shop! Scrip fundraising gift cards are the same gift
cards you would normally purchase from a retailer in your local retail stores, and they work the
same way. You’ll find cards you can use at grocery stores, gas stations, restaurants, movie
theaters, home improvement stores, and more. You are paying full face value for a gift card
that can be used in place of cash, checks, or credit cards for everyday shopping. The Church
Office will place a group order on the dates listed below. We pay a reduced cost for the gift
card and immediately “earn” the difference.
How Do I Place an Order? Orders may be
1. handed to Dedra Beauchamp on a Sunday
2. placed in the blue pouch on the Narthex Bulletin Board (lower right corner)
3. placed in the Admin Asst Spencer mailbox (lower right corner)
4. mailed to the Church Office
5. turned in at the Church Office during office hours

Scrip Order Dates for 2017
(Usually the 3rd Monday of the month.
Exceptions noted below.)

Tuesday, January 17 (to avoid MLK Jr., Day)
Monday, February 13 (to avoid Presidents’ Week school break)
Monday, March 20
Tuesday, April 18 (to avoid Easter Monday)
Monday, May 15
Monday, June 19
Monday, July 17
Monday, August 21
Monday, September 18
Monday, October 16
November & December dates to be announced.
Please have all orders to the Church Office by 9:00 am on the order date.
Order forms can be found in Spencer and on the Narthex bulletin board.
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Book Club
January’s Book Club selection is The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce.
From amazon.com: “Meet Harold Fry, recently retired. He lives in a small English
village with his wife, Maureen, who seems irritated by almost everything he does.
Little differentiates one day from the next. Then one morning a letter arrives,
addressed to Harold in a shaky scrawl, from a woman he hasn’t heard from in
twenty years. Queenie Hennessy is in hospice and is writing to say goodbye. But
before Harold mails off a quick reply, a chance encounter convinces him that he
absolutely must deliver his message to Queenie in person. In his yachting shoes
and light coat, Harold Fry embarks on an urgent quest. Determined to walk six
hundred miles to the hospice, Harold believes that as long as he walks, Queenie
will live. A novel of charm, humor, and profound insight into the thoughts and
feelings we all bury deep within our hearts, The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold
Fry introduces Rachel Joyce as a wise—and utterly irresistible—storyteller.
Bring a sack lunch and join us on January 23 at noon in the library.
Upcoming selection: Nightingale by Kristen Hannah

Pinochle
Ellen Frosch will host pinochle on Friday, January 13 at 6:30 pm in the
Sanctuary. Come on out for a night of fellowship and fun. We will teach you to
play Pinochle if you have never played before!

Mark Your Calendar With These Upcoming Dates…
01/16

Martin Luther King, Jr. Day church office closed.
02/03-02/04 Rummage Sale (tentative)
02/20 Presidents’ Day - church office closed.
03/01 Ash Wednesday

04/17
05/29
06/04
07/04

03/04 Endowment Chili Feed (tentative)
03/05 1st Sunday in Lent

09/04 Labor Day - church office closed.
11/05 All Saints Sunday

03/12

11/05

Daylight Saving Time begins.
Spring forward 1 hour.
04/09 Palm Sunday
04/13 Maundy Thursday
04/14 Good Friday
04/16 Easter Sunday

11/23
12/03
12/03
12/09

Easter Monday - church office closed.
Memorial Day - church office closed.
Pentecost Sunday
Independence Day church office closed.

Daylight Saving Time ends.
Fall back 1 hour.
Thanksgiving - church office closed.
1st Sunday in Advent
Marathon - possible road closures.
Advent Concert
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JANUARY WORSHIP SIGN-UPS
January 1 - Communion, Epiphany Sunday, New Year’s Day

January 15 - Band Sunday

Greeters

Flowers

1

1

Coffee Fellowship
Hosts

8

8 Kathy Glass, Adriane S.

1 Tongan Ministry

15

15

8 Marets

22

22 Wayde Wicker for Della
Self’s birthday

15 Phinney/

29

22 Wickers

29

Couch/Floyd
29 Easterbrooks

Liturgists

Offering

1 Dedra Beauchamp

1

8 Kathy Glass

8

Easy Worship
Operators

15

15

4 Adriane Samcoff

22

22

11 Andrew Maret

29

29

18 Youngjae Park
25 Adriane Samcoff

Children's Time

Counters

1 Dedra Beauchamp

1 Ellen Frosch/Bill Floyd

8 Pastor Jeong Park

8 Bill Floyd/Elaine Bach

15 Dedra Beauchamp

15 Bill Floyd

22 Dedra Beauchamp

22 Judy Shearer

29 Dedra Beauchamp

29 Pat Eichner

January Communion
Steward:

Sunday School Teachers

Elaine Bach

8

Communion Servers:

15

Daniel Palu

22

1

29

29 Andrew Maret
HOW TO SIGN UP
You can help out – try
to sign up a month or
more ahead of time.
You can call the
Church Office or sign
up on the clipboard
found on the Narthex
shelf. Thanks for your
help!
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Fair Oaks United Methodist Church
Business Directory

Q: Why do we have
a business
directory in a
church
newsletter?
A: The donations
provided by the
businesses listed
help offset the cost of publishing a monthly
newsletter.

Q: Who are the people behind these
businesses?
A: They are members or regular attendees who
consider FOUMC their church home and wish
to share their business talents with their church
family.

Q: Can I be listed in the business directory
each month?
A: Yes! Contact the church office at 961-6631 or
Office@FairOaksUMC.org to learn more.

Fair Oaks
United Methodist Church

9849 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Fair Oaks, CA 95628
Phone: (916) 961-6631
Fax: (916) 961-1572
E-mail: office@fairoaksumc.org

Promoting the love of Christ and nurturing
spiritual growth for each individual, the
church and the community.

We’re on the web!
www.fairoaksumc.org

The Fair Oaks’ ACORN is published monthly by the
Fair Oaks United Methodist Church and is distributed
at the end of each month. Newsletters are also
online
at
FairOaksUMC.org/#/find -outmore/newsletters.
Next Deadline: Wednesday, January 25 at 9:00 am.
Submit articles to the Church Office in person or by
email at office@fairoaksumc.org. Submissions may
be edited for accuracy, length or clarity.

