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February 14th starts
2018 Lenten Season.

Lenten Soup
Gatherings

Is it that time already?
Yes, yes it is.

Join me this year in walking with Jesus. We have borrowed the hymn
“Just a Closer Walk with Thee” for our Lenten theme. This year we will
be exploring the final journey of Christ. We are going to work our way
along the Way of Sorrows.
In 2018 there will be more opportunities for fellowship during the
Lenten season. Lenten Soup Gatherings will be held on both Thursday
evenings and Saturday afternoons.
Saturday gatherings will begin February 17th at 3:45pm, except for
March 3 when there will not be a gathering to make room for the annual
Chili Feed. Most Thursdays will be held in the Sanctuary and will start at
5:45pm. On March 1, our gathering will be held in Wesley to make room
for a Boy Scout activity.
As usual, we will share a meal of soup, bread and peanut butter
sandwiches. We then will be able to spend some time in devotional
fellowship.
Volunteers are needed for set up, clean up, bread, and soup. Please
contact Kathy Glass to sign up.
Lent 2018
February 14: Ash Wednesday service at 7 pm
February 18, 25; March 4, 11, 18: Sundays in Lent
Worship services at 10 am
March 25: Palm Sunday service at 10 am
March 29: Maundy Thursday service
March 30: Good Friday service
at UMC of Rancho Cordova
April 1: Easter Sunday service at 10 am
Fair Oaks United Methodist Church

9849 Fair Oaks Blvd., Fair Oaks, CA 95628 | 916.961.6631 | www.fairoaksumc.org
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Lent Begins February 14
By Pastor Jeong Park
Dear Fair Oaks United Methodist Church brothers and sisters,
We are going to enter Lenten season in February beginning on Ash Wednesday, February 14. In our
Christian tradition, Lent is a special season when we take time to reflect on our lives. This past
January, we have lost three beloved church members, Ed Klanjac, Tom Schoenfeld and Norma
Bennett. While I was grieving over our human loss, I asked the question to myself what it means to
come to life and leave this life in our spiritual life journey.
Lent is one of the best spiritual opportunities for us to reflect on the meaning of life and purpose.
As we prepare for a new spiritual season, I want to invite you to contemplate Jesus’ sacrificial love and
God’s boundless love, especially reflecting on the question, “What really does it mean to come to life as a gift
from God?”
I believe that love is an important key word to understand the purpose of our life. As God sent His
only son to us because of His great love for us, all of us were born and still live as a blessing of love to
our family, friends and in the community. Love is the only reason that we live our lives and the
purpose of our Fair Oaks United Methodist Church. Let us love each other fully and faithfully as Jesus
did for us.
I introduce to you our Methodist founder John Wesley’s covenant prayer. He wrote this prayer to
make this covenant of God giving himself completely to God, trusting in his promises, and relying on
His grace.
“I give myself completely to you, O God.
Assign me to my place in your creation.
Let me suffer for you.
Give me the work you would have me do.
Give me many tasks or have me step aside while you call others.
Put me forward or humble me.
Give me riches or let me live in poverty.
I freely give all that I am and have to you.
And now, holy God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you are mine and I am yours.
So be it. May this covenant made on earth continue for all eternity. Amen”
John Wesley found the purpose of his life in God’s love for him. What is your life for? In this
coming holy season, why don’t you take your personal moment to dwell on this spiritual question as
part of your Lenten reflection?
May God bless your journey!
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Prayer Requests
Continued prayers for Cheryl Raney's niece, Jon
Chesser. Her surgery for breast cancer has been
scheduled for February 23 at Kaiser Roseville. She will
have a mastectomy/lymphectomy on the right side.
Tom Schoenfeld passed away on a recent Sunday
morning. Please pray for Donna and her family as they
go through this difficult time of transition in their
lives. Donna’s address is 4950 Richwood Ct., Fair
Oaks, CA 95628.
Ed Klanjac passed away in late January. His memorial
service is scheduled for March 10 at 2pm in our
sanctuary. Please pray for Nancy and all of the Klanjacs
as they grieve. Nancy's address is 7612 Pleides Ave.,
Citrus Heights, CA 95610.
Continued prayers for Norma Bennett's family as they
also continue through the grief process. Cards may ben
sent in care of Norma’s daughter, Shelley
Ettlin. Shelley's address is 2680 Barbera Way, Rancho
Cordova, 95670.
Wayde (Paris) Wicker is asking for prayers for the friends, family, and loved ones of Ronnie Foster
who passed away in January. Ronnie was an occasional attendee of our church and a friend of the
Wickers'. His death was unexpected and sudden.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
Please keep Stan and Alma Andrus, Lola
Morphis, Margy Lauritzen, Doris Ashworth,
and all of our church members and friends who
may not make it to church regularly in your prayers.

Do you have prayer requests?

Contact Nancy Klanjac (nanklan1@aol.com; 9675427), so the members of our prayer chain can pray
for you, or contact the Church Office
(office@fairoaksumc.org; 961-6631) to have your
requests printed in the Acorn.

Communion for the Homebound
Communion for the
Homebound will be offered
on the first Sunday of each
month. Please contact the
Church Office if you or
someone you know would
like to receive communion in
their home.
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From Sunrise Christian Food Ministry:
Thank you so much for your donation to the Food Closet. We are seeing an increase in families
that need food so your gift is well used. Thank you.

From Family Promise of Sacramento:
Thank you for your donation to Family Promise of Sacramento. The families are forever in
gratitude and thank you beyond measure. Please know that your donation is helping families
without homes begin again and find a home. May God bless you and yours.

From Theresa Gamble, Nursery Care Provider:
Thank you for your generous gift to me this past Holy Christmas. I am so blessed to know so
many of you and honored to care for the children you entrust to my care.
Many thanks to the following people for making sure that we have working bathrooms!







Tom Wold for spearheading the sewer line repair and to Ellen Frosch for making sure the check
was cut in time.
To all Trustees, Finance members, and Church Council members who made repair decisions
and passed approvals in a timely manner.
To Ben Couch for providing knowledge of previous pipe line work in the lower parking lot.
To Wayde (Paris) Wicker and Pastor Jeong for coming to the church on weekends and evenings
so that outside user groups could access the Spencer bathrooms while on campus.
To Sue Jas and the Little Methodist School teachers and parents for parking elsewhere while
repairs where underway.
To everyone for being patient about the potties!
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Co-chairs: Mary Ellen Milne, Wayde (Paris) Wicker

Adult Bible Study by Loren Guffey
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9 am in the Library.
Home Study Guides available on the Narthex Bulletin Board.
As we enter the final month of the quarter on the subject of faith we will read what
James had to say about the relationship of faith and works.
Dorcas was the subject of a recent article in our Standard Lesson Quarterly. We
revisit Dorcas in the scriptures in lesson 12 and we close out the month with Paul’s
epistle to Timothy. It is, at least in part, about faith.
“That all men should honour the Son, even as they honour the Father. He that
honoureth not the Son honoureth not the Father which hath sent him. Verily, verily, I
say unto you, He that heareth my word, and believeth on him that sent me, hath
everlasting life, and shall not come into condemnation; but is passed from death unto
life.” (John 5:23-24.)
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Music Ministry: Share the Joys of God through Music
By Eliseo Paniagua, Music Director
Are you interested in being a part of our Sunday services while creating beautiful music? If so,
please come join the Chancel Choir for our rehearsals. The Chancel Choir rehearses every
Thursday from 7:30-9:00 pm in the Sanctuary and our music selections vary every week. No prior
experience needed, just a love to sing and a positive attitude!
Along with the Chancel Choir, Fair Oaks UMC is happy to welcome the addition of the
Handchime Choir. We rehearse every Thursday from 6:30-7:20 pm in the Sanctuary. No
experience is necessary, just an open mind and willingness to learn.
Both groups are a different way to share the joys of God while making wonderful music. Any
questions, feel free to contact Music Director Eliseo Paniagua at eliseopaniagua@yahoo.com.

Lenten Small Groups Forming
By Mary McCollum
I can’t believe it! We celebrate the coming of the three Magi on
Epiphany Sunday (January 7) and go into a brief season of Epiphany and
then Lent starts February 14 (Valentine’s Day). How can it come so
soon? So this means we must scramble to organize our small relational
groups for that 6-week period.
This year we have a delightful opportunity to “field test” our pastor’s
work on dealing with grief. His focus was death from traumatic
circumstances but we can broaden that to helping ourselves and others
deal with the passing of those near and dear in any circumstance. That
involves all of us eventually and repeatedly. We seek ways to comfort
others directly affected. We seek useful advice for dealing with reality
and the challenges it places on our faith.
Pastor Jeong’s book will be our study guide through 6 sessions before
Easter. We plan to form 3 small groups as before: Wednesdays 2-3:30
(begins Feb. 14 with Loretta Dodge facilitating), Saturdays11-12:30
(begins Feb. 17 with Pastor Jeong and Sharon Jackson facilitating); and
Sunday after worship (begins Feb. 18 with Mary McCollum and Joan
Mayberry facilitating). All groups meet in the library. We’ll hand out
books on February 4 and 11 and collect $10 for each then.
How often do we have the opportunity to learn from a present author?
We are proud of Pastor Jeong’s contribution in spreading Christ’s love
and compassion!

Please read
Chapter 1 and
Chapter 4
before the first
class.
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Preschool News
By Sue Jas, Director
Our theme for February is Nursery Rhymes. Little Methodist
is looking forward to a field trip to Bel Air on Jan. 31 and Feb.
1. Our Valentine's parties will be Feb. 13 and 14 and the Tooth
Fairy is coming to our school on Feb. 16. At the end of the
month we will be going to Barnes and Noble for story time. We will hold a book fair with Barnes and
Noble from February 27 through March 4 (flyer below or pick one up in the Narthex or Spencer).
Stay tuned for registration for Fall 2018 coming out soon -- March 1 for returning families
and March 15 for new families. For questions, please call Sue Jas at 961-0368 or
email littleschool@sbcglobal.net.
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Help Wanted!
If you have used Christmas cards that
you would part with, would you give
them to me? I only need the pictures
for a craft project.
Thanks, Mary McCollum

An Invitation from
Saint Francis Episcopal Church
Dear Friends of Saint Francis,
On behalf of the friends and families of St. Francis Episcopal Church, we are extending
heartfelt thanks to our friends as we close our doors of worship. The surrounding communities
of Fair Oaks, Citrus Heights, Orangevale, Folsom, and Sacramento have been good to St.
Francis, and we in turn would welcome you to participate in the final celebration with festive
fellowship.
Date: April 14, 2018
Time:

4:00 pm Final celebration with Bishop Beisner
5:30 pm Festive fellowship with refreshments
Place: 11430 Fair Oaks Blvd., Fair Oaks, CA 95628
Phone: 916-966-2261
Please RSVP no later than March 18, 2018 to Mary Lee Pennington
916-989-4512 or 916-899-9319
We look forward to having the opportunity to personally thank you for being such good
friends.
With Abundant Hope in Christ,
Reverend Joseph Duggan

Did you know that we have an
Instagram account?

Need help signing up or
logging on?

It is fairoaksumc.

Ask Sydney Moore.

Page 9

How is it with your Soul?
By Kathy Glass
Small group will meet on February 1 & 8 then will be on hiatus until April 5.

John Wesley wanted the group of Christians he
shepherded to work on their spiritual connection
together. Here at Fair Oaks there are opportunities
for this connection. One of them meets most
Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm. Join us in the
Library. We promise a small experience in
journeying to be closer to our God.

Life’s Challenges Support Group
for Men & Women
February 5 and 19 at 6 pm in the Library
Life's Challenges provides support for persons coping with difficult challenges
such as divorce, unemployment, loss of a loved one, financial problems and
more. We offer opportunities for renewal, restoration and kinship in a safe,
nurturing and confidential environment. Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays. Call
the Church Office at 916-961-6631 or contact Loretta Dodge for more
information.

Church Office Hours
Monday - Friday, 9 am - 1 pm
The Church Office will be closed
February 19 for Presidents Day.
When the office is closed, urgent prayer requests or
pastoral care needs can be directed to Pastor Jeong,
Nancy Klanjac (Prayer Chain, 967-5427,
nanklan1@aol.com), or Betty Phillips (Caring Minister,
482-3514, bettyharrahs@hotmail.com).
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“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of
the least of these who are members of my
family, you did it to me.”
Matthew 25:40

Outreach Sunday is the first Sunday of every month.
Please bring your donations to support our various local
outreach ministries including Sunrise Christian Food Bank,
Downtown Ministries, Tarps and Seasonal Support for the
Homeless, and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.

Downtown Ministries
Collection Jar
Contact: Karlene Brown

A collection jar for
Downtown Ministries can
be found in the Narthex
on the 1st Sunday of each
month. Fair Oaks United
Methodist Church makes
ongoing
monetary
donations to support
Downtown Ministries’
many programs.

Sunrise
Christian
Food Bank
Contact:
Phyllis Brantley

Canned Fruit or Vegetables
Canned Tuna (5 oz. preferred)
Macaroni & Cheese
Dry Beans — Rice
Peanut Butter (18 oz. preferred)
Ramen-type Soup Mix
Cold Cereal
Canned Meats

BRING YOUR DONATIONS
1st SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH!

Tarps & Seasonal Support for the Homeless
Contact: Ruby and Wayde (Paris) Wicker

In addition to providing tarps for shelter,
Ruby and Wayde (Paris) Wicker hand out other
items as the season dictates. (Think flip-flops in
the summer and rain ponchos in the winter.)
Monetary donations may be placed in the
offering plate. (Please write “Tarps” in the
memo line of a check or on the outside of an
envelope for a cash donation.)
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Upcoming Events at United Methodist Churches
in the Sunrise Circuit, the Los Rios District, & beyond...
(Sunrise Circuit Churches include Rio Linda UMC, Elverta UMC, Trinity UMC,
St. Mark’s UMC, St. Andrew’s UMC, Citrus Heights UMC, Sacramento Cho-Un Korean UMC,
Fair Oaks UMC, UMC of Rancho Cordova, and Wesley UMC.)

Quilting at the
Lake
Enjoy time with other quilters in an
intimate setting at Lake Tahoe UMC
and Retreat Center. All skill levels
welcome. Bring your own projects and
materials. We will have two small kits
available for purchase. REMEMBER
YOUR SUPPLIES! The closest quilt
shop is in Reno!
Date: Tuesday, April 3-6, 2018
Time: 12pm - 1pm
Location: Lake Tahoe UMC & Retreat
Center 8425 Dolly Varden Ave. Kings
Beach, CA 96143
Cost: $120 (includes lodging at the
center, and eight meals)
Registration is limited to 10 people!
Register at https://calnevreg.brtapp.com/QuiltingattheLake
Things to Bring list


Bring snacks to share
 Money for one dinner out
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Book Club
February’s Book Club selection is The Things We Do For Love by Kristen Hannah.
From amazon.com: “Years of trying unsuccessfully to conceive a child have
broken more than Angie DeSaria’s heart. Following a painful divorce, she
moves back to her small Pacific Northwest hometown and takes over
management of her family’s restaurant. In West End, where life rises and falls
like the tides, Angie’s fortunes will drastically change yet again when she
meets and befriends a troubled young woman.
“Angie hires Lauren Ribido because she sees something special in the
seventeen-year-old. They quickly form a deep bond, and when Lauren is
abandoned by her mother, Angie offers the girl a place to stay. But nothing
could have prepared Angie for the far-reaching repercussions of this act of
kindness. Together, these two women—one who longs for a child and the
other who longs for a mother’s love—will be tested in ways that neither could
have imagined.”
Bring a sack lunch and join us on February 26 at noon in the library.
Upcoming selections: The Water is Wide by Pat Conroy,
The Zookeeper’s Wife by Ackerman, Jerusalem Diamond by Noah Gordon,
Break Through by Michael C. Grumley

Pinochle
Dave and Pat Eichner will host Pinochle on Friday, February 9 at 6:30 pm in
the Sanctuary. Come on out for a night of fellowship and fun. We will teach you
to play Pinochle if you have never played before!

Mark Your Calendar With These Upcoming Dates…
02/02 - 02/03 Rummage Sale
02/11 Boy Scout Sunday
02/14 Ash Wednesday, 7 pm service

05/27 Chancel Choir’s last Sunday in worship
before Summer Break
05/28 Memorial Day. Church office closed.

02/19
03/03
03/25
03/29

Presidents’ Day. Church office closed.
Annual Chili Feed and Cake Auction
Palm Sunday
Maundy Thursday

07/04 Independence Day.
Church office closed.
07/07 Red White Blue BBQ and Pie Auction
09/03 Labor Day. Church office closed.

04/01
04/02
05/20
05/20

Easter Sunday
Easter Monday. Church office closed.
Pentecost Sunday
Spring Concert

11/04
11/22
12/02
12/24

All Saints Sunday
Thanksgiving Day. Church office closed.
1st Sunday of Advent
Christmas Eve service
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FEBRUARY WORSHIP SIGN-UPS
February 4 - Communion February 11 - Boy Scout Sunday
February 18 - Band Sunday, 1st Sunday in Lent

Greeters

Flowers

4

4

Coffee Fellowship
Hosts

11

11

4 Tongan Ministry

18

18 no flowers during Lent

11 Marets

25

25 no flowers during Lent

18 Phinney/
Couch/Floyd

Liturgists

Offering

4 Kathy Glass

4

11 Elaine Bach

11

18 Cheryl Raney

18

25 Sammie Lee Wilhoit

25

25 Wicker/Martin

Easy Worship
Operators
4 Adriane Samcoff
11 Andrew Maret
18 Youngjae Park

Children's Time

Counters

4

4 Ellen Frosch/Pat Eichner

11

11 Bill Floyd/Elaine Bach

18 Kathy Glass

18 Bill Floyd/Lyn Gras

25

25 Chong Suk Henderson/
Mike Wilhoit

February Communion
Steward:

Sunday School Teachers

Nancy Klanjac

11 Phyllis Martin

Communion Servers:

18 Phyllis Brantley

Elaine Bach

25 Adriane Samcoff

Anne Rohwer

4 Mary Maret

25 Adriane Samcoff

HOW TO SIGN UP
You can help out – try
to sign up a month or
more ahead of time.
You can call the
Church Office or sign
up on the clipboard
found on the Narthex
shelf. Thanks for your
help!

February 2018 Calendar - Fair Oaks UMC

Fair Oaks
United Methodist Church

9849 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Fair Oaks, CA 95628
Phone: (916) 961-6631
Fax: (916) 961-1572
E-mail: office@fairoaksumc.org

Promoting the love of Christ and nurturing
spiritual growth for each individual, the
church and the community.

We’re on the web!
www.fairoaksumc.org

The Fair Oaks’ ACORN is published monthly by the Fair
Oaks United Methodist Church and is distributed at the
end of each month. Newsletters are also online at
FairOaksUMC.org/#/find-out-more/newsletters.
Next Deadline: Wednesday, February 21, 2018, at 9 am.
Submit articles to the Church Office in person or by
email at office@fairoaksumc.org. Submissions may be
edited for accuracy, length or clarity.

