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“Someone is Coming”
Sunday, December 10, 2017
7 pm in the Sanctuary
Featuring the FOUMC Hand Chime Choir,
Chancel Choir, and special guest The Extension Chords.
Free event with refreshments to follow.
Everyone is welcome!
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The Season of Advent
By Pastor Jeong Park
In the church calendar, Advent marks the beginning of the church year. The church uses a purple
color during this season because traditionally, purple symbolizes ‘repentance’ as a means of
opportunity to begin again (nowadays, some churches use a blue color as a means of distinguishing
Advent from Lent; or they believe that blue signifies the color of the night sky.) Spiritually, Advent
gives us a fresh start to walk with God and a new page to write our spiritual companionship with God
in Christ.
The ‘Advent’ originates from the Latin word, Adventus, meaning “Coming”. Jesus is coming down
towards us as the greatest gift in this special season. God so loves us that he determines to come to
our hearts so humbly; intimately, and personally. We will discover more wonderful stories in the birth of
Jesus and, I hope, you will open your hearts to receive God’s greatest gift. I invite you to join us on
this special journey together!
Advent preaching themes: “Someone is Coming”
December 3: “Invitation” Isaiah 64:1-8, Mark 13:24-37
December 10: “Excitement” Isaiah 40:1-11, Mark 1:8
December 17: “Preparation” Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11; John 1:6-8, 19-28
December 24: “Celebration” Luke 1:46b-55, Luke 1:26-38
Advent Blessings,

MARATHON ROAD CLOSURES AND DELAYS
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 3
The California International Marathon will run on
Sunday, December 3, 2017, causing some intersections
near the church to be closed. The race starts at 7 am near
Folsom Dam and travels Oak Avenue, Fair Oaks Blvd.,
and J Street to the Capitol. Intersections will be closed
only while the race comes through, but be prepared, if
necessary, to leave home early and avoid the race course
on your way to church. Race map and more
information at runcim.org.

Page 3

Prayer Requests
Terri Himes is requesting prayers for her mother, Anne. Anne fell recently and broke her hip and
back. She underwent surgery and is now at a skilled nursing facility. She will be moved back to her
memory care facility soon. Terri asks for prayers for a peaceful and safe transition.
Prayers for all who struggle with hunger and cold during the winter season. Prayers to keep them
warm and safe and dry.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
Please keep Stan and Alma Andrus, Lola Morphis, Norma Bennett, Margy Lauritzen, Jim
Allen, Doris Ashworth, and all of our church members and friends who may not make it to church
regularly in your prayers.

Communion for the Homebound
Communion for the Homebound will be offered on the first Sunday of each month. Please
contact the Church Office if you or someone you know would like to receive communion in their

Do you have prayer requests?

Contact Nancy Klanjac (nanklan1@aol.com; 967-5427), so the members of our prayer chain can
pray for you, or contact the Church Office (office@fairoaksumc.org; 961-6631) to have your
requests printed in the Acorn.

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy Name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, and the power,
and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen.
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Many, many thanks to:
Karlene Brown, Ellen Frosch, Sheri Johnson, and Diane Sommer for covering Dedra’s desk and
duties while on vacation.
 Nancy Klanjac for clean-up and organization of the Sunday School corner in Spencer.
 David Glass for creating a sound system manual, leading 2 sound system workshops, and
donating a digital recorder to use with the sound system.


Ethan Wayne Doty married
Alexandria (Ali) Rose Barbato on
September 23, 2017 in Quincy,
CA. Ethan, son of Dale and
Rachele Doty, was baptized and
confirmed at FOUMC. Ethan and
Ali reside in Portola, CA.
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Hanging of the Greens,
Friday, Dec. 1, 3 - 5 pm in the Sanctuary
Please join Rosanne Stephenson and Kathy Glass to transform our Sanctuary for the Advent
season. All ages are welcome to help!

Clean-up the Kitchen for Christmas!
December 5 at 10 am
Cynthia Wold will be in the kitchen on Tuesday, December 5, at 10 am to organize table cloths,
linen drawers, wipe down counters and wipe down cabinet fronts. Help get the kitchen spruced up
for the Christmas season!

Christmas Eve is a Sunday this year.
We will hold one service at 10 am that will include our children’s Christmas Play, Communion,
and Candlelighting. (Some of our “normal” worship elements will be dropped to make room for
the Christmas Eve elements.) Our offering collection will be donated to Family Promise. Please
join us!
(Note: There is only 1 service this Christmas Eve at 10 am.
No evening services are being held.)

Wanted: Sheep, Angels, Shepherds, Mary, Joseph
and All Kids with Talents They Would Like to Share!
During the 10 am service on Christmas Eve, the children will perform a Christmas Play and
share with us any special talents they have such as playing a Christmas song on the piano or flute
or singing. The only requirement for participating is that the child will be at the 10 am Christmas
Eve Service. We will practice for the play for about 20 minutes after the regular Church services
in December and will run through the play a few times before the service on Christmas Eve.
Please contact Anne Wilhoit (wilhoit@surewest.net, 916-726-2195) to participate and let her know
if your child would prefer a speaking or non-speaking role and if they have any other talents they
would like to share.
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On Sunday, November 19, 2017, we welcomed 7 new members into our church family!
Deborah Renfrew

Bob and Phyllis
Brantley

Sydney Moore

Eliseo Paniagua

Mike and Anne
Wilhoit
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Trustees Year-End Wrap-Up
By Renee Meyer
What a year we’ve accomplished at Fair Oaks UMC! I could go on forever if I
listed every little thing that was on the Trustees’ wish-list for 2017. We did major
projects and we did little projects; all contributing to bettering the good of the
campus. The Trustees owe it all to you, the members and constant helpers of
FOUMC, who worked to get it all done! We had two very successful work days,
Jiffy Fixers completed many things at little or no expense to the church, and even in
the last month, people have come forward to help get last minute year-end stuff
done!
HUGE thanks to Roy Anderson, his son and friend for installing the Lora Allen
Memorial Bench in the Memorial Garden. I can’t wait to bring Jim to the church to
check it out! To Ruby and Wayde Wicker, thanks for continually outdoing
yourselves with yard upkeep. Thanks to Dick Easterbrook for jumping in as
Trustees Chairperson and making sure all the bids came in, all the projects reached
completion, and safety was maintained throughout. Thanks to Tom and Cynthia
Wold for maintaining Little Methodist School’s North Yard. Thanks to Dedra
Beauchamp for keeping the lines of communication moving in a positive fashion.
Thanks to OMNI Management next door, for their donation to help finish the west
iron fence. Thanks to each and every one of YOU for your love of FOUMC!
I have opted to resign from Trustees this year, to put more focus on my career.
Thanks to my fellow Trustees Joe, Dale, Dick, Wayde, Lance, and Pastor Jeong for
keeping the ball rolling in 2018! I will still be around for Jiffy Fixers, but I need to
open my schedule for free evenings. Enjoy your Christmas Season, with everything
special at Jesus’ birth. Blessings for a safe and productive New Year!
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Music Ministry:
Share the Joys of God through Music
By Eliseo Paniagua, Music Director
Are you interested in being a part of our Sunday services while creating beautiful music? If so,
please come join the Chancel Choir for our rehearsals. The Chancel Choir rehearses every
Thursday from 7:30-9:00 pm in the Sanctuary and our music selections vary every week. No prior
experience needed, just a love to sing and a positive attitude!
Along with the Chancel Choir, Fair Oaks UMC is happy to welcome the addition of the Hand
Chime Choir. We rehearse every Thursday from 6:30-7:20 pm in the Sanctuary. No experience is
necessary, just an open mind and willingness to learn.
Both groups are a different way to share the joys of God while making wonderful music. Both
groups will be performing at our annual Advent Concert on December 10, 2017 at 7pm.
Any questions, feel free to contact Music Director Eliseo Paniagua at eliseopaniagua@yahoo.com.

Hand Chime Choir:
Music Director
Eliseo Paniagua,
Mary Maret,
Youngjae Park,
Helena Hurst,
Judy Shearer,
Karlene Brown

Page 10

Adult Bible Study by Loren Guffey
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9 am in the Library.
Home Study Guides available on the Narthex Bulletin Board.
December begins the winter quarter of our Bible Study Lesson Plan. The theme for
the winter quarter is Faith. We will spend two-thirds of our time this quarter in the
New Testament. We will go into the Old Testament only to study the great faith of
the prophet Daniel and his vision of the future of faith.
The pagan gods were fickle and not trustworthy. They yielded to hedonistic desires.
They had to be bargained with. You could not put faith in them. How different the
God of the New Testament! How different the God that Daniel worshiped! Our God
may or may not honor attempts to bargain with Him, but He always honors faith.
“...one Lord, one faith, one baptism...” (Ephesians 4:5) Cause and effect. Faith and
works. Faith was needed in the healing of a man who could not walk. (Lesson one.)
Faith led to a great missionary journey. (Lesson two.) Faith keeps us doing good
works in spite of hardship. (Lesson three.) We “keep the unity of the Spirit through
the bond of peace.” (Ephesians 4:3.)

“If you are rightly devoted to the Lord Jesus, You have reached the sublime
height where no one ever thinks of noticing you, all that is noticed is that the
power of God comes through you all the time.” (Oswald Chambers)

Preschool News
By Sue Jas, Director
Happy Holidays everyone! December’s theme is Winter
Wonderland. To kick off the month we will be having our
annual Parents Night Out on Friday, December 8. The kids will
get to come to school at nighttime and will enjoy Christmas
crafts, a movie and dinner while their parents enjoy a night out.
We have three openings in the Toddler Tuesday/Thursday class and several openings in the Pre-K
Tuesday/Thursday class. Call Sue at (916) 961-0368 for a tour or if you have any questions. Little
Methodist School will be closed from December 22 through January 5. School will resume on Jan. 8.
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Prayer Partners:
Share Your Burden, Divide Your Grief
By Mary McCollum, Worship Ministry
The Worship Ministry team has begun a new addition to our Communion
experience. Each Communion Sunday there will be two “prayer partners”
stationed at each end of the communion rail. If you would like to share your
concern with this person, please wait by them for your turn. They will ask
you quietly to tell them your concern and they will pray there for and with
you. Hearing another voice united with your burden is often very helpful.
Give it a try and see for yourself.

How is it with your Soul?
By Kathy Glass
John Wesley wanted the group of Christians he
shepherded to work on their spiritual connection
together. Here at Fair Oaks there are opportunities
for this connection. One of them meets most
Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm. Join us in the
Library. We promise a small experience in
journeying to be closer to our God.

Life’s Challenges Support Group
for Men & Women
December 4 and 18 at 6 pm in the Library
Life's Challenges provides support for persons coping with difficult challenges
such as divorce, unemployment, loss of a loved one, financial problems and more.
We offer opportunities for renewal, restoration and kinship in a safe, nurturing and
confidential environment. Meets on 1st and 3rd Mondays. Call the Church Office
at 916-961-6631 or contact Loretta Dodge for more information.
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Did you know that we
have an Instagram
account?
It is fairoaksumc.

January 2018
Acorn articles
are due to
Need help signing up
or logging on?
Ask Sydney Moore.

the Church Office
on Tuesday, January 2, at 9 am.
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Heifer Happenings
By Dedra Beauchamp
We raised $220.70 from the recent clothing drive! That is the most
we have raised in the handful of clothing drives we have held. Thank
you all!
Due to the increased busy-ness of life, there are no plans to hold
another clothing drive for a while. Please donate your items to the
Church Rummage Sale in February or to your favorite charity.

RUMMAGE SALE!
The Rummage Sale is scheduled for February 2-3, 2018.
Co-chairs: Mary Ellen Milne,
Wayde & Ruby Wicker
Let family and friends know and ask everyone to save their donations of treasures for
the sale. We will start collecting the last week in January. IF something needs to be
donated before then, please contact Wayde. Every treasure will help with this fundraiser
for our church.
Thank you! Ruby, Wayde, and Mary Ellen

e-newsletter vs. paper newsletter
Do you prefer to receive your monthly Acorn newsletter via an
attachment to an email? Or would you rather have a paper copy mailed to
your home? If you are not receiving the Acorn the way you would like,
please contact the Church Office (916-961-6631; office@fairoaksumc.org)
to ask about having it sent a different way.
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“Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of
the least of these who are members of my
family, you did it to me.”
Matthew 25:40

Outreach Sunday is the first Sunday of every month.
Please bring your donations to support our various local
outreach ministries including Sunrise Christian Food Bank,
Downtown Ministries, Tarps and Seasonal Support for the
Homeless, and the Pastor’s Discretionary Fund.

Downtown Ministries
Collection Jar
Contact: Karlene Brown

A collection jar for
Downtown Ministries can
be found in the Narthex
on the 1st Sunday of each
month. Fair Oaks United
Methodist Church makes
ongoing
monetary
donations to support
Downtown Ministries’
many programs.

Sunrise
Christian
Food Bank
Contact:
Phyllis Brantley

Canned Fruit or Vegetables
Canned Tuna (5 oz. preferred)
Macaroni & Cheese
Dry Beans — Rice
Peanut Butter (18 oz. preferred)
Ramen-type Soup Mix
Cold Cereal
Canned Meats

BRING YOUR DONATIONS
1st SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH!

Tarps & Seasonal Support for the Homeless
Contact: Ruby and Wayde Wicker

In addition to providing tarps for shelter,
Ruby and Wayde Wicker hand out other
items as the season dictates. (Think flipflops in the summer and rain ponchos in the
winter.) Monetary donations may be placed
in the offering plate. (Please write “Tarps”
in the memo line of a check or on the
outside of an envelope for a cash donation.)
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Upcoming Events at United Methodist Churches
in the Sunrise Circuit, the Los Rios District, & beyond...
(Sunrise Circuit Churches include Rio Linda UMC, Elverta UMC, Trinity UMC,
St. Mark’s UMC, St. Andrew’s UMC, Citrus Heights UMC, Sacramento Cho-Un Korean UMC,
Fair Oaks UMC, UMC of Rancho Cordova, and Wesley UMC.)

Roseville First UMC
Christmas Day Meal
The First UMC of Roseville will be providing a
Christmas Day Meal on Monday, December 25,
as part of their "Helping Hands Feeding
Program" which has been preparing a meal
each Monday for 36 years. They expect to serve
200 to 240 meals on Christmas Day and would
like volunteers to help serve the homeless, and
donations of food for this meal. To volunteer,
call Kathleen Mirtoni at (916) 782-2450.
From the CA-NV Annual Conference Instant
Connection e-newsletter for November 9, 2017.

Nevada City United Methodist Church
433 Broad Street, Nevada City, CA 95959
Phone 530-265-2797
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Book Club
December’s Book Club selection is
The Book of Joy by Dalai Lama and Desmond Tutu with Douglas Abrams.
From amazon.com: “Nobel Peace Prize Laureates His Holiness the Dalai Lama and
Archbishop Desmond Tutu have survived more than fifty years of exile and the soulcrushing violence of oppression. Despite their hardships—or, as they would say,
because of them—they are two of the most joyful people on the planet. In April
2015, Archbishop Tutu traveled to the Dalai Lama's home in Dharamsala, India, to
celebrate His Holiness's eightieth birthday and to create what they hoped would be a
gift for others. They looked back on their long lives to answer a single burning
question: How do we find joy in the face of life's inevitable suffering? They traded intimate stories,
teased each other continually, and shared their spiritual practices. By the end of a week filled with
laughter and punctuated with tears, these two global heroes had stared into the abyss and despair of
our time and revealed how to live a life brimming with joy. This book offers us a rare opportunity to
experience their astonishing and unprecendented week together, from the first embrace to the final
good-bye.
Bring a sack lunch and join us on December 18 at noon in the library.
Upcoming selections: Before We Were Yours by Lisa Wingate,
The Things We Do For Love by Kristen Hannah, The Water is Wide by Pat Conroy,
The Zookeeper’s Wife by Ackerman, Jerusalem Diamond by Noah Gordon,
Break Through by Michael C. Grumley

Pinochle
Cynthia and Tom Wold will host Pinochle on Friday, December 8 at 6:30 pm
in the Sanctuary. Come on out for a night of fellowship and fun. We will teach
you to play Pinochle if you have never played before!

Mark Your Calendar With These Upcoming Dates…
12/01
12/03

Hanging of the Greens, 3-5 pm
1st Sunday in Advent

2018:

12/03
12/05
12/10
12/17
12/24

Marathon - possible road closures.
Kitchen clean-up, 10 am
Advent Concert, 7 pm
Apportionment Sunday
Christmas Eve, 1 svc at 10 am

01/07
01/07
01/15

12/25
12/31
12/31

Christmas Day - church office closed.
Guest Speaker Daniel Palu
Tongan Ministry Watch Night service

01/01

New Year’s Day. Church office closed.

Epiphany Sunday
Guest Preacher Rev. Larry George
Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.
Church office closed.
02/02 - 02/03 Rummage Sale
02/11 Boy Scout Sunday
02/14 Ash Wednesday
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DECEMBER WORSHIP SIGN-UPS
December 3 - Communion, 1st Sunday of Advent, CA Marathon (some roads closed)
December 17 - Band Sunday December 24 - Christmas Eve (1 service at 10 am)
December 31 - Guest Speaker Daniel Palu

Greeters

Flowers

3

3

Coffee Fellowship
Hosts

10 Diane Sommer

10 Diane Sommer

3 Tongan Ministry

17

17

10 Marets

24

24

17 Phinney/

31

31

Couch/Floyd

Liturgists

Offering

3 Nancy Klanjac

3

10 Lida Clemo

10

17 Sammie Lee Wihoit

17

24 Cynthia Wold

24

31

31

Children's Time

Counters

24 Adriane Samcoff

3 Pastor Jeong Park

3 Ellen Frosch/Pat Eichner

31 Andrew Maret

10 Phyllis Brantley

10 Bill Floyd/Elaine Bach

17 Eliseo Paniagua

17 Pat Eichner/Elaine Bach

24 Christmas Play

24 Chong Suk Henderson/
Mike Wilhoit

31 Sydney Moore

31

December Communion
Steward:

Sunday School Teachers

Nancy Klanjac

10 Nancy Klanjac

Communion Servers:

17 Mary Ellen Milne

Elaine Bach, Bill Floyd,

24 Mary Maret

Anne Rohwer

31 Adriane Samcoff

3 Phyllis Martin

24 Wicker/Martin
31 Easterbrooks
Easy Worship
Operators
3 Adriane Samcoff
10 Andrew Maret
17 Youngjae Park

HOW TO SIGN UP
You can help out – try
to sign up a month or
more ahead of time.
You can call the
Church Office or sign
up on the clipboard
found on the Narthex
shelf. Thanks for your
help!

December 2017 Calendar - Fair Oaks UMC

Fair Oaks United Methodist Church Business Directory

Q: Why do we
have a
business
directory in
a church
newsletter?
A: The
donations
provided by
the
businesses
listed help
offset the
cost of
publishing a
monthly
newsletter.

Q: Who are the people behind these businesses?
A: They are members or regular attendees who consider FOUMC their church home and wish to share
their business talents with their church family.

Q: Can I be listed in the business directory each month?
A: Yes! Contact the church office at 961-6631 or Office@FairOaksUMC.org to learn more.

Fair Oaks
United Methodist Church

9849 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Fair Oaks, CA 95628
Phone: (916) 961-6631
Fax: (916) 961-1572
E-mail: office@fairoaksumc.org

Promoting the love of Christ and nurturing
spiritual growth for each individual, the
church and the community.

We’re on the web!
www.fairoaksumc.org

The Fair Oaks’ ACORN is published monthly by the Fair
Oaks United Methodist Church and is distributed at the
end of each month. Newsletters are also online at
FairOaksUMC.org/#/find-out-more/newsletters.
Next Deadline: Tuesday, January 2, 2018, at 9 am.
Submit articles to the Church Office in person or by
email at office@fairoaksumc.org. Submissions may be
edited for accuracy, length or clarity.

