DECEMBER 2016

the acorn
IN THIS ISSUE...
Trustees and
New Church
Tenant update
on page 6
Over 80s Club
Christmas Gala
on page 7
Little Methodist
School News on
page 8
Troop 215 Year
in Review on
pages 11-12
2017 Acorn
Deadlines on
page 17
Mark your
calendar for
2017 on page 18

The monthly
newsletter of the
Fair Oaks United
Methodist Church

Advent 2016
December 4
2nd Sunday of Advent & Communion
December 10
Advent Concert at 6 pm
December 11
3rd Sunday of Advent & Apportionment Sunday
December 18
4th Sunday of Advent & poinsettia order deadline
December 24
Christmas Eve service at 6 pm only
December 25
Christmas Sunday service & Communion at 10 am

Additional Advent information
on pages 4-5 including:
Poinsettia order form
and
Advent Concert invitation

FEATURED BUSINESS:
MARATHON ROAD CLOSURES AND DELAYS, SUNDAY, DECEMBER 4
The California International Marathon will run on Sunday, December 4,
2016, causing some intersections near the church to be closed. The race
starts at 7 am near Folsom Dam and travels Oak Avenue, Fair Oaks Blvd.,
and J Street to the Capitol. Intersections will be closed only while the race
comes through, but be prepared, if necessary, to leave home early and
avoid the race course on your way to church. Race map and more
information at runcim.org.
Fair Oaks United Methodist Church
9849 Fair Oaks Blvd., Fair Oaks, CA 95628 | 916.961.6631 | www.fairoaksumc.org
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God’s Call
By Pastor Jeong Park
We have finished our Fall small group ministry with about 26 participants in four small groups.
We used Rev. Adam Hamilton’s book, “The Call” following the Apostle Paul’s four missionary
journeys and tried to reflect on them in our individual lives. For example, “What led you to become
a Christian?” or “How have you experienced God in your life?” It was all about the call from God
speaking in each person’s heart. I express my personal gratitude to our small group leaders: Kathy
Glass, Mary McCollum, Helena Hurst, Gloria Phinney, and Joan Mayberry for their excellent
leadership. Due to their high sense of call and commitment, we were blessed to complete the whole
six-week session.
Speaking of God’s call, I received a call from our new Bishop Minerva Carcaño a couple of weeks
ago. She wished to nominate me to the board of Wespath Benefits and Investments which is a
general agency of our denomination with fiduciary responsibility for the benefits plan and asset
investments. Honorably, I was informed last week that I was elected as one of the board members
on the Western Jurisdiction Conference’s behalf. I am deeply humbled and privileged to take this
call from the Bishop’s office. It is a voluntary service ministry to serve on our denomination’s
pension ministry as one of board members for the next four years ($21 billion in assets managed by
250 employees and $1 billion for investment. The headquarter office is located in Glenview, Illinois.)
I discern this call as a great learning opportunity to serve our denomination and will take it for
another spiritual growth in my capacity. I don’t why I was elected. Probably I don’t necessarily need
to know it. But I humbly sense that sometimes God works in a mysterious way going beyond our
reason and perception.
In this season of Advent, I think of the meaning of Christ child’s coming. How do you understand
your faith and find God’s call for you in a vulnerable and weak baby child Christ? It is our holy task
to discern God’s holy call for each of us in this holy season. I hope that you will hear and discern
God’s personal voice in the season of Advent. The season of Advent always gives us a great
opportunity to discern God’s call for us and to discipline our spiritual sensitivity in the baby Jesus.
Let us be open and receptive to God’s call who continues to speak in our souls without ceasing!
Blessings,
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Prayer Requests
Please continue prayers for Freeman
Rittenhouse's return to health and for peace of
mind for him and Lila. He is having a difficult
time. For cards and notes, Freeman's address is
8743 Phoenix Avenue, Fair Oaks, CA 95628.
Phone: 966-1744.
Please pray for peace of mind for Kimberly
Cole. She has had numerous complications since
her heart surgery last summer. If you would like
to send a card or note, Kimberly's address is
1994 Benita Drive #4, Rancho Cordova, CA
95670. Telephone: 916-804-8772.
Owen Elmer had a heart attack. Pastor Jeong
spoke to him and he is currently in rehab at
Kaiser. Diana asked for prayers and also wanted
to give her thanks for all the care, meals, prayers,
and more that the church has given them since
Owen's chemo treatments began. Owen’s
address is 4226 Galewood Way, Carmichael, CA
95608.
Steve Robinson remains in hospice care.
Prayers for comfort and peace of mind. Steve’s
address is 9987 River Mist Way, Rancho Cordova, CA 95670.
Lora Allen continues to battle lung cancer. Please keep Lora and Jim in your prayers. Lora’s
address is 7209 Zelinda Drive, Fair Oaks, CA 95628.

From Linda Robinson:

Thank you to all who brought meals for our family. It was
very appreciated and enabled me to focus on Steve's needs.
Thank you to Nancy Klanjac, Luan DCamp, Karlene Brown, Sue Easterbrook, and Sheri Johnson for
the wonderful meals.

Ongoing Prayer Concerns

Please keep Stan and Alma Andrus, Lola Morphis,
Norma Bennett, Margy Lauritzen, Lora Allen,
Steve Robinson, and all of our church members and friends who may not make it to church regularly
in your prayers.

Do you have prayer requests?
Contact Nancy Klanjac (nanklan1@aol.com; 967-5427), so the members of our prayer chain can pray
for you, or contact the Church Office (office@fairoaksumc.org; 961-6631) to have your requests
printed in the Acorn.
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Advent Concert Singers
Choir is looking for additional singers that can help us with our Advent Concert. Rehearsals
are Thursday evenings at 7:30 pm in the Sanctuary, and we will rehearse the Christmas music for
about an hour at the beginning of the rehearsal. Additional rehearsals are scheduled for December
3 at 10:30 am and December 10 at 10 am. Contact Betty K. at betty2392@yahoo.com or feel free
to just show up!

Wanted: Sheep, Angels, Shepherds, Mary, Joseph
and All Kids with Talents They Would Like to Share!
During the early service on Christmas Eve, the children perform a Christmas Play and share with
us any special talents they have such as playing a Christmas song on the piano or flute or singing.
The only requirement for participating is that the child will be at the Early Christmas Eve Service.
We will practice for the play for about 20 minutes after the regular Church services in December
and will run through the play a few times before the service on Christmas Eve. Please contact
Anne Wilhoit (wilhoit@surewest.net, 916-726-2195) to participate and let her know if your child
would prefer a speaking or non-speaking role and if they have any other talents they would like to
share.
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Heifer Happenings
DON’T FORGET —
In Honor and In Memory cards are always available
for a meaningful gift during the holiday season.
Let someone else give ordinary!
Save the Date: International Storytelling, January 23, 3 pm, at
Westminster Presbyterian Church in Sacramento.

Your Trustees by Renee Meyer, Chair
May God bless you with warmth, love and happiness during this Advent Season. The Trustees
have been busy as usual trying to keep the church campus up and running!
At the Charge Conference on November 13, it was suggested that we pursue locating cell tower
companies to build on the empty tower to re-generate monthly income. I was recently able to
spend time with workers who do maintenance on the towers and learned that currently Sprint is
the only agency that is utilizing the tower behind Spencer. I was told that the fact of the matter is
that more and more agencies are turning to satellites and other means and are retreating from
using cell towers. It was a great decision on the part of the Trustees to have the cell tower
contracts bought out when they were. Trustees will not be spending time trying to trace down
other agencies to install, because, at this point it is not a worthwhile cause.
I believe I mentioned last month that I had been in contact with the owners of the neighboring
lot to try to see if they would be interested in helping fund the completion of the metal fence on
the west side. To date, I have had no response from them as to future plans so that project is
currently on hold until springtime.
Vandalism and trash piles have been seen on two to three occasions. Jiffy Fixers installed
locking boxes over the outside electrical sockets and then noticed that one of the locks had been
sawed with a hacksaw to make the plug look as if it was locked but it is free to be opened back and
forth. Jiffy Fixers will be sealing off outdoor electrical sockets if the vandalism continues. This
will be a one by one process, depending on if more locks are vandalized as time progresses.
Cross Point Church will be vacating our facility in December. A new church, Sacramento
Mission Bible Church, also a Korean congregation, will be moving in the minute Cross Point
vacates. There will not be a lapse in monthly donation income, however, it will be significantly less
than what Cross Point has been paying for most of this year. I will be making announcements as
the moves and changes take place, just to keep everyone aware of what is happening.
May God grant you peace and protection during this Christmas Season, and may its true
meaning touch you substantially.
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Over 80s Club
By Mary McCollum
A lovely Halloween treat with games and sharing was enjoyed
by all at the Easterbrook home. We lit candles in remembrance
of our friends Virginia Wells and Jewel Gilmore.
"Over 80's" is holding their Christmas gala/feast on Friday,
December 2 at 12:00 o'clock at Mary McCollum’s home. Call
ahead for a reservation! 481-3320.

Adult Bible Study by Loren Guffey
Join us on Sunday mornings at 9 am in the Library.
We have seen how the prophecies of the Old Testament connect to the prophecy of
Revelation. Now we continue in the theme of creation. We will spend a little time
reexamining the creation of the universe, but we will spend more time on more recent
examples of God’s creation. God sent His Son in order to re-create a new order for a
wayward people. The church, the body of believers, can also be thought of as the
community of the re-created. The re-created walk in faith by the power of the Holy
Spirit.
The creation of the church begins with two miraculous pregnancies. It seems we
modern day Christians have a tradition so firmly entrenched that it is almost a
requirement; we use this season of the year to tell the story of the birth of the Savior.
Our examination of that traditional story will be from a slightly more unique point of
view.
“So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who
were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.” (Galatians 3:26-27.)
“We are not uncertain of God, but uncertain of what He is going to do next. If we
are only certain in our beliefs, we get dignified and severe and have the ban of finality
about our views...Leave the whole thing to Him, it is gloriously uncertain how He will
come in, but He will come. Remain loyal to Him.” (Oswald Chambers.)
Home Study Guides available on the Narthex Bulletin Board.

Page 8

Small group can be a big thing.
Thursdays at 7 pm in the Library
How is it with your soul? How has God been working in your life this week?
How can we pray for you? Who else can we pray for?
These little questions are the core of small group activity. A place to stop and reflect with others
on our spiritual journey and growth. It is our goal for the small group forum to expand. We are
currently looking for someone who can lead a small group during one day of the week. Anyone
wishing to participate in small groups, during the day or evenings, please contact Kathy Glass or the
church office for more information.

Preschool News
By Sue Jas, Director
Happy Holidays everyone! To kick off the month we are
having our annual Parents’ Night Out on Friday,
December 9. The kids will get to come to school at
nighttime and be with their teachers for three hours while
their parents enjoy a night out.
During December we will learn about Nursery Rhymes, Christmas Around the World and the
reason for the Christmas season.
We still have openings in our 3- and 4-year-old classes. Call Sue at (916) 961-0368 for a tour or if
you have any questions. Little Methodist School will be closed from December 26 through January 9.

Little Methodist School
Coffee Times
Please join us!

9 am in front of the blue mural
or in school office/patio if raining:
No coffee time in December
January 18 & 19 February 22 & 23
March 29 & 30 April 26 & 27
May 17 & 18
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Thursdays at 7 pm
in the Teen Room

Contact: Adriane Samcoff

Life’s Challenges
Support Group
for Men & Women
December 5 and 19
at 6 pm in the Library
Life's Challenges provides support for persons
coping with difficult challenges such as divorce,
unemployment, loss of a loved one, financial
problems and more. We offer opportunities for
renewal, restoration and kinship in a safe,
nurturing and confidential environment. Meets
on 1st and 3rd Mondays. Call the Church
Office 961-6631 or contact Loretta Dodge for
more information.

Communion
for the
Homebound
Communion for the
Homebound will be
offered on the first
Sunday of each month.
Please contact the
Church Office if you or
someone you know
would like to receive
communion in their
home.

Church Office Hours:
Monday - Friday
9:00 am – 1:00 pm
When the office is closed, urgent prayer requests or pastoral care
needs can be directed to Pastor Jeong, Nancy Klanjac (Prayer Chain,
967-5427, nanklan1@aol.com), or Betty Phillips (Caring Minister, 4823514, bettyharrahs@hotmail.com).
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Finance Ministry
Income
Expenses
from Reserves
Net

Month of Oct.
$14,325
$15,912
$(1,587)

Year-to-date Jan.-Oct.
$148,737
$160,850
$13,661
$1,548

Chancel Choir Rehearsals
Chancel Choir rehearses on Thursdays in the church Sanctuary
from 7:30 pm – 9:00 pm. We welcome all past members and
encourage anyone who would like to join choir to come to our
group. Contact Betty Karamatova at betty2392@yahoo.com if
you have any questions. We hope to see you there.

Jiffy Fixers — Every Tuesday at 9 am

†

Contact: Jim Allen
The Official Jiffy Fixer Jingle by Dedra Beauchamp

Who remembers the old Dr. Pepper commercial jingle?
(I’m a Pepper, He’s a Pepper, She’s a Pepper, Wouldn’t you like to be a
Pepper too?) Now sing along with me…
I’m a Fixer, She’s a Fixer, He’s a Fixer,
Wouldn’t you like to be a Fixer too?
Be a Fixer! Join Jiffy Fixers! Be a Fixer! Join Jiffy Fixers!

e-newsletter vs. paper newsletter
Do you prefer to receive your monthly Acorn newsletter via an attachment to an email? Or would
you rather have a paper copy mailed to your home? If you are not receiving the Acorn the way you
would like, please contact the Church Office (916-961-6631; office@fairoaksumc.org) to ask about
having it sent a different way.
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Boy Scout Troop 215 Year in Review
Well, another year comes to a close and the scouts and leaders of Troop 215 have been very busy in 2016.
Our campouts are the 3rd weekend of each month unless another event or holiday prevails.
January - Christmas Trees and Video Games. The Troop completed another successful year of
their Christmas Tree Recycling Fundraiser. After all the hard work the scouts put in from late
November to mid January, they earned a Video Game All-nighter. On the last weekend of the
month, from 7 pm Saturday to 7 am Sunday, the scouts have all-you-can-eat pizza, chili dogs, chips, popcorn,
vegetable trays and sodas for a night of fun. Three to four leaders are on hand with plenty of coffee to make
sure everything runs smoothly and its all cleaned up by the time services start on Sunday.
February - Klondike Snow Camping and Scout Sunday. Grover Hot Springs was the
destination this time for snow camping. After a full day of snow play, there is the added joy of soaking
in a natural outdoor hot spring to warm you up. Sitting in the hot spring while it is snowing is a sight
to behold. Getting out of the hot spring while it’s snowing is another story. On Scout Sunday the scouts really
enjoy showing off their camp cooking skills and participating in the service. Nine items this year from cobbler
to monkey bread to stroganoff and chicken pot pie were presented to the congregation for lunch after the
service. This year the Cub Scouts from Pack 215 also joined in on the cooking and activities.
March - Hiking at Sly Park. The scouts enjoyed their hiking trip here and the views of Jenkinson
Lake so much that when it came time to pick the location for the May Canoe Trip, they asked to go
back to Sly Park. Dutch oven cooking doesn't always work as well as you plan. The Apple Crisp came
out crunchy, could have used more time.
April - Collins Lake. This is a very crowded lake and campground. The leaders and scouts enjoyed
their trip and learning water and boating safety.
May - Canoeing at Sly Park and Memorial Day Flags. The first night was tough...tents setup
and the clouds opened up with hail and a freak storm. That night everyone went to bed early. By
morning the clouds had cleared and after a good camp breakfast it was time to get the canoes on the
water. The surface of the lake was like glass, perfect for skipping rocks before dinner. You could get 10 skips
off a good one, easy. The Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend it is our honor every year to help Cavalry
Cemetery off Verner place a flag on every military grave. We arrived at 8 am and finished before 11 am. It is an
event we do every year without question. Thanking those who gave all.
June - 50 Mile Hike. The best part of being a scout leader is working with the scouts. The hardest
part of being a scout leader is keeping scouting safe for everyone. After much thought the 50 Mile
Hike had to be canceled. We hope to be able to hike more to achieve the 50 mile hike badge. The rest
was appreciated because Camp Winton was coming up.
July - Summer Camp at Camp Winton and the Red, White and Blue. Summer Camp is a
perfect time for a scout to earn several merit badges at one time. To achieve Eagle Scout a scout must
earn 21 merit badges - 13 of them must be Eagle required. The Troop was very productive at camp
this year, earning all together, over 50 merit badges between 16 scouts. Ranging from easy ones like
Fingerprinting to the harder Wilderness Survival, this one requires the participants to spend the night outdoors
in the woods and build their own shelters. Next was the Red, White & Blue BBQ, Pie Auction and Flag
Retiring - This day was a busy one for the scouts. It was also the day they returned from Summer Camp. The
scouts got home in just enough time to wash their uniforms, take a shower and return back to the church to
setup for the flag retiring. The moms of the Troop came through with several pies for the auction. This is an
event we look forward to each year. Come for the flag retiring and bbq but stay for the pie auction.
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Continued from previous page...

August - Angel Island. After putting in 4 hours of service to the park and helping the park
rangers on Angel Island, the Troop was given a private campsite for the rest of their stay. Raccoons
kept tabs on everyone and even tried to sample meals, as often as they could. The night hike to see the
city lights from San Francisco was amazing, the lights almost looked like stars dancing. The empty buildings
made great ghost stories on the hike back to camp in the dark. Even flashlights are no match for a scouts
imagination. No ghosts were harmed on the campout.
September - Getting in more miles hiking at Big Basin. Huge trees and breath taking ocean
views, abound. This hike took longer than the leaders planned. What started out as a short hike and
back by lunch then out for a second hike before dinner, turned into a 6-hour hike that took all day.
Scouts and leaders slept good that night. One thing our leaders do in planning for this hike or any hike was to
pack plenty of trail snacks and for everyone hiking to bring a refillable water bottle.
October - Santa Cruz Camping. Not everyone gets to say that they camped overnight on The
Santa Cruz Beach Boardwalk but scouts sure can! Twice a year The Boardwalk closes to the public
and opens only to BSA! Troop 215 picked a spot off the beaten path away from the crowds. If you
are familiar with the Boardwalk, we camped under the log ride. The cost to attend included dinner Friday, a
movie on the beach, breakfast Saturday, free arcade time both days, a sandcastle building contest plus each
scout, leader and chaperone received an all day ride wristband. While this trip isn't out in nature and doesn’t
require scouting skills it is a wonderful Troop-building/Team-building event. A picnic lunch was provided by
the Scoutmaster for all in Troop 215 who attended on Saturday afternoon.
November - Day Hike. Well, Mother Nature really turned on the rain the 3rd weekend of the
month this time. Due to heavy rainfall predictions for Saturday, November 19th the leaders decided
to cancel the camping trip and make it a day hike at Calaveras Big Trees the Saturday after
Thanksgiving instead. The North Grove hike at Big Trees is a developed trail perfect for all fitness levels, even
scooters and wheelchairs, with over 25 points of interest. The Sequoia Redwoods in the park are some of the
oldest and largest living things on our planet.

future.

December - Christmas Trees. December brings us back to our Christmas Tree Recycling
Fundraiser. The Troop well be passing out 20,000 flyers in the Fair Oaks, Orangevale, Citrus Heights
areas. We are hoping for a great year in 2017. We look forward with hope and excitement for the

Eagle Scouts earned in 2016:
James Kwon
Kyle Yee
Andrew Shade

Life Scouts working on their
Eagle Scout:
 Matthew Aarnio—
Project: Toy Drive for Shriner’s
Hospital.



Stephen Hernandez—
Project: iPad Information
Center for families of
patients at Sutter Children
Hospital.

If you know a boy or young man between 11-17 years old, who wants to find out more about being
a Scout.... Our meetings are held Monday nights, 7 pm in Wesley Hall.

Thank you for your continued support FOUMC!
Yours in Scouting and Always,
The scouts, leaders and families of Troop 215
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Downtown Ministries Collection Jar

Contact: Karlene Brown

A collection jar for Downtown Ministries can be found in the Narthex on the 1st Sunday of each
month. We will be making ongoing monetary donations to support Downtown Ministries’ many
programs.

Sunrise
Christian
Food Bank
Contact: Debbi Oliver

Fair Oaks United Methodist Church is regularly
scheduled to support UMC of Rancho Cordova
with Family Promise.. We need help preparing
dinner, salad, and sides, and/or helping host the
families (usually around 20 people total) for dinner
at UMC of RC from 5:30-8:00. If you are willing
to help or would like to know the 2017 schedule,
please
contact
Debbi
Oliver
at debbip1@aol.com or at 916-207-2653.

Contact:
Sheri Johnson

Canned Fruit or Vegetables
Canned Tuna (5 oz. preferred)
Macaroni & Cheese
Dry Beans — Rice
Peanut Butter (18 oz. preferred)
Ramen-type Soup Mix
Cold Cereal
Canned Meats

BRING YOUR DONATIONS
1st SUNDAY OF EVERY MONTH!

Tarps & Seasonal Support for the Homeless
Contact: Ruby and Wayde Wicker

In addition to providing tarps for shelter, Ruby and Wayde will begin
handing out other items as the season dictates. (Think flip-flops in the
summer and gloves in the winter.) Check future Acorn newsletters for
more details as they are decided. You can also speak to Ruby and Wayde
Wicker, Terri Himes, or Tom Wold about the new direction this outreach
ministry is taking. Monetary donations may be placed in the offering
plate. (Please write “Tarps” in the memo line of a check or on the
outside of an envelope for a cash donation.)
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Upcoming Events at United Methodist Churches
in the Sunrise Circuit and Bridges District
(Sunrise Circuit Churches include Rio Linda UMC, Elverta UMC, North Sacramento UMC,
Trinity UMC, St. Mark’s UMC, St. Andrew’s UMC, Citrus Heights UMC, Sacramento Cho-Un
Korean UMC, Fair Oaks UMC, UMC of Rancho Cordova, and Wesley UMC.)

Nevada City
United Methodist Church
433 Broad Street
Nevada City, CA 95959
530-265-2797
Victorian Christmas Open House
Sundays, December 4, 11, 18
from noon til 6 pm
Wednesdays, December 14, 21
from 5 til 9 pm



Special Music
Beautiful Crafts

Coffee & Cookies
 Visit with Santa



Flyers on Hall Bulletin Board

SAVE THE DATE...Bridges District Revival

Saturday, February 4, 2017
9:30 am - 4:30 pm
Fairfield Community United Methodist Church
Come and claim the power of new life in our District! It's time once again to pick it up and lift it
up and share our hopes and dreams for the life of the Gospel among us! Come, worship, celebrate
and receive the gift of Spirit, Worship, Fellowship and more!

Prayer and Faith Sharing Groups / PrayerShops / Lunch Included
Donation Requested $20. Register at https://calnev-reg.brtapp.com/BDrevival2017

Page 15

November 11, 2016
Brothers and Sisters,
We have lived some difficult months in this
country; months of growing hostility among
political leaders, with the lashing out at others in
extreme ways, and not just at political opponents.
Racism, misogyny, xenophobia, a disregard for
the economically poor, and all too often a lack of
honesty, have characterized the race for the presidency. It brought out the worst in us for all to see.
During this year as I traveled across the country and to other parts of the world, persons I encountered kept
reminding me that the U.S. Presidential election affected them as well. The power of the leading nation of the
free world is still felt around the globe. The nastiness of our political season troubled those I met along the
way. They feared that it would pour over into the diplomatic relationships between our country and theirs. At
our 2016 General Conference the bishop of the Methodist Church of Argentina shared with me his deep
concerns about our Presidential election. “Remember us when you vote,” he said to me.
In our democratic society a fair election has been held and a president has been elected. I hope that we
United Methodists participated in the election. As United Methodists we believe that “the strength of a
political system depends upon the full and willing participation of its citizens.”[1] We have voted and the
election is done, but the concerns and fears left by such a terribly contentious political process remain. Our
beliefs now guide us forward with a deep sense of responsibility.
Our Social Principles clearly state that “The Church should continually exert a strong ethical influence upon
the state, supporting policies and programs deemed to be just and opposing policies and programs that are
unjust.”[2] So, if the racist, misogynist, xenophobic, uncaring and dishonest attitudes of the race for the
presidency should surface in the policies and programs of the Trump administration we have much work to do
as persons of Christian faith. Vigilance with a readiness to act will be required of all of us.
But between now and January 20, 2017 there is already work to be done. There are young people who are
undocumented who fear that a wall will be built, so high that it will forever separate them from their families
and God’s preferred future for them. Women are concerned that their hard fought-for rights will be
diminished if not erased. Some of our brothers and sisters of other living faiths are discerning the difficult
decision of whether they remain in this country, their home, or return to the countries of their heritage,
beloved places but no longer home to them. The economically poor are fearful that their despair will be no
one’s concern, compassion having gone missing in the political rhetoric, justice, a responsibility of civil society,
ignored.
However we may have voted I pray that we remember that above all, above political parties and nation
states, we are those who follow Jesus Christ alone, citizens of the reign of God. I believe that on this day Jesus
is beckoning us to join him in walking with those who are suffering most, those who are broken in spirit and
body, those who are living in fear and have lost hope. Following Jesus and standing with and caring for those
whom Jesus also loves, may require that we challenge the political powers of our time. Let us be people of
Christian faith, unafraid, for the God of justice will be with us.
Blessings,
[1] Social Principles of The United Methodist Church, V.
The Political Community, B) Political Responsibility.

Bishop Minerva G. Carcaño

[2] Ibid.

Page 16

Page 17

Page 18

Book Club
December’s Book Club is a free choice selection:
Choose your own holiday-themed book to share with the group!
Bring a sack lunch and join us on December 19 at noon in the library.
Upcoming selections:
The Unlikely Pilgrimage of Harold Fry by Rachel Joyce
Nightingale by Kristen Hannah

Pinochle
Gloria Phinney and Sheri Johnson will host pinochle on Friday, December 9 at
6:30 pm in the Sanctuary. Come on out for a night of fellowship and fun. We
will teach you to play Pinochle if you have never played before!

Mark Your Calendar With These Upcoming Dates…
12/04

Marathon - possible road closures.

12/10 Advent Concert at 6 pm
12/11 Apportionment Sunday
12/24 Christmas Eve service at 6 pm
12/25 Christmas Day Sunday worship service
at 10 am
12/31 Tongan Ministry Watch Night service

2017
01/01 New Year’s Day Sunday worship
service at 10 am
01/02-01/06 Tongan Ministry Holy Week
services daily
01/16 Martin Luther King, Jr. Day - church
office closed.
02/03-02/04 Rummage Sale (tentative)
02/20 Presidents’ Day - church office closed.

03/01

Ash Wednesday

03/04 Endowment Chili Feed (tentative)
03/05 1st Sunday in Lent
03/12 Daylight Saving Time begins. Spring
forward 1 hour.
04/09 Palm Sunday
04/13 Maundy Thursday
04/14 Good Friday
04/16 Easter Sunday
04/17 Easter Monday - church office closed.
05/29
06/04
07/04
closed.
09/04
11/05
11/05

Memorial Day - church office closed.
Pentecost Sunday
Independence Day - church office
Labor Day - church office closed.
All Saints Sunday
Daylight Saving Time ends.
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DECEMBER WORSHIP SIGN-UPS
December 4 - Communion December 18 - Band Sunday
December 25 - Christmas Sunday

Greeters

Flowers

4

4

Coffee Fellowship
Hosts

11

11

4 Tongan Ministry

18

18

11 Marets

25

25 Poinsettias

18 Phinney/

Liturgists

Offering

Couch/Floyd

4 Sammie Lee Wilhoit

4

11 Elaine Bach

11

18 Judy Shearer

18

Easy Worship
Operators

25 Betty Philliips

25

4 Adriane Samcoff

Children's Time

Counters

11 Andrew Maret

4 Kathy Glass/Dedra B.

4 Ellen Frosch/Pat Eichner

11 Kathy Glass/Dedra B.

11 Bill Floyd/Elaine Bach

18 Kathy Glass/Dedra B.

18 Lyn Gras/Bill Floyd

25 Pastor Jeong Park

25 Judy Shearer

December Communion
Steward:

Sunday School Teachers

Nancy Klanjac

11 Amber Bizik

Communion Servers:

18 Rayven Fletcher

Elaine Bach/Judy Shearer

25 Amber Bizik

25 Wickers

4 Phyllis Martin

18 Youngjae Park
25 Adriane Samcoff
HOW TO SIGN UP
You can help out – try
to sign up a month or
more ahead of time.
You can call the
Church Office or sign
up on the clipboard
found on the Narthex
shelf. Thanks for your
help!

CHRISTMAS EVE WORSHIP SIGN-UPS
This year we are holding one family-friendly Christmas Eve service at 6 pm.

(2) Greeters

(2) Ushers

(1) Liturgist

Jeff Couch

Sammie Lee
Wilhoit

(4) Offering
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Fair Oaks United Methodist Church
Business Directory

Q: Why do we have
a business
directory in a
church
newsletter?
A: The donations
provided by the
businesses listed
help offset the cost of publishing a monthly
newsletter.

Q: Who are the people behind these
businesses?
A: They are members or regular attendees who
consider FOUMC their church home and wish
to share their business talents with their church
family.

Q: Can I be listed in the business directory
each month?
A: Yes! Contact the church office at 961-6631 or
Office@FairOaksUMC.org to learn more.

Fair Oaks
United Methodist Church

9849 Fair Oaks Blvd.
Fair Oaks, CA 95628
Phone: (916) 961-6631
Fax: (916) 961-1572
E-mail: office@fairoaksumc.org

Promoting the love of Christ and nurturing
spiritual growth for each individual, the
church and the community.

We’re on the web!
www.fairoaksumc.org

The Fair Oaks’ ACORN is published monthly by the
Fair Oaks United Methodist Church and is distributed
at the end of each month. Newsletters are also
online
at
FairOaksUMC.org/#/find -outmore/newsletters.
Next Deadline: Tuesday, January 2, 2017 at 9:00 am.
Submit articles to the Church Office in person or by
email at office@fairoaksumc.org. Submissions may
be edited for accuracy, length or clarity.

