
PRESBYTERY MEETING AT NOBLE ROAD PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
CLEVELAND HEIGHTS, OHIO 

 
 (The Mission Council encourages Clerks of Session to reproduce this summary for their sessions 
so they will be better informed of the work of the Presbytery.) 
 
At its meeting on November 25, 2013, the Presbytery of the Western Reserve: 

1. Held a farewell reception for staff members – the Rev. Liza Hendricks, who accepted a call 
as Transitional General Presbyter in the Presbytery of Eastern Virginia; and for the Rev. Jody 
LeFort and Laurie Steidel as they retire. 

2. Opened the meeting at 5:00 pm with the hymn, “Part of the Family.” 
3. Was warmly welcomed to Noble Road Presbyterian Church by Moderator Francis Miller, 

Pastor of the Church.  The church started the Dougbe River School project with a dream to 
build a school in Liberia, which in the past year has come to fruition.   

4. Received the Stated Clerk’s Report which included communication from the Presbyterian 
Mission Agency (PMA) honoring 41 presbyteries for generosity in 2012, including the 
Western Reserve which was fourth in Basic Mission Support by average per member giving 
($15.09); and regarding the possible revocation of tax-exempt status if a notice to file IRS 
Form 990 is ignored. Contact April Davenport, Associate General Counsel at the PMA, (502-
569-5350 or april.davenport@pcusa.org) if your church has received such a notice. 

5. Approved the Consent Agenda, which included the request for the transfer of membership of 
the Rev. Maryla Meagher to the Presbytery of Baltimore; the Committee on Session Records’ 
annual review of session minutes; report that the Committee on Preparation for Ministry 
enrolled Kimberly Cheng (Parma-South) as an inquirer for preparation in the process to 
become a teaching elder; and information that the Administration Ministry approved the sale 
of the Glenville New Life Community Church property on East 105th street as the 
congregation moves toward merging with Calvary Church. 

6. Elected committee/ministry members and officers for 2014 including Ruling Elder Bob Ault 
(Covenant) as Moderator; Teaching Elder Sandy Seaton-Todd (Church of the Western 
Reserve) as Vice-Moderator; Ruling Elder Don Sinko (Parma-South) as Treasurer; and 
Teaching Elder Francis Miller as Mission Council Moderator. 

7. Elected the following persons to be commissioners to the 221st General Assembly to be held 
in June 2014, in Detroit, Michigan:  Ruling Elders Eric Muller-Girard (Forest Hill) and Susan 
Vlcek (Medina); Teaching Elders Stephen Adams and Lynn Thompson Bryant; and Young 
Adult Advisory Delegate Keon Abner (Glenville). 

8. Recognized the service of the Rev. Jody LeFort, recently retired Presbytery Stated Clerk. 
9. Received the treasurer’s report through October 31, 2013. 
10. Approved a budget for 2014 in the amount of $501,663, including staff compensation and the 

per capita of $26.00 (PWR=$15.73; GA=$7.02; Synod=$3.25). 
11. Approved a motion from the session of Avon Lake Presbyterian Church that the Presbytery of 

the Western Reserve establish a fund to help the Pioneer Memorial Presbyterian Church with 
costs incurred as a result of a former pastor’s alleged sexual misconduct. Congregations are 
encouraged to donate to the fund, through March 31, 2014, as a sign and act of support for 
the congregation in this painful time. 

12. Learned that Mission Council accepted invitations from churches to host 2014 stated 
meetings as follows:  January 27 – John Knox; March 24 – Lyndhurst Community; May 28 
(Wednesday) – Breckenridge Village; July 28 – Lakewood; September 22 – Avon Lake; and 
November 24 – Church of the Covenant. 

13. Recognized the service of Staff Associate Laurie Steidel, who is retiring after more than 24 
years on Presbytery staff. 

14. Heard the Good News of the Presbytery as coordinated by the Rev. Liza Hendricks, who 
gave thanks for mission of the congregations and the many ways people are engaged in 
ministry.  Good times shared and blessings are the memories she holds dear, including: 



• The joy she felt as she stood for the first time in the new North Church space, made possible by 
the partnership of the churches in this presbytery. 

• The opening of the Dougbe River School in Liberia a year ago. After 6 months in operation, the 
school was declared the best in the district growing from 74 students to 100. 

• Glenville and Calvary Churches partnering to become New Life at Calvary. 
• Church of the Covenant partnering with University Hospitals for lighting the Rose Window in the 

sanctuary to give comfort to patients.  This will be a feature story in an upcoming issue of 
“Presbyterians Today” magazine. 

• John Knox Church’s partnership with a church in Nicaragua. 
• The many congregations in this presbytery who have community meal/food pantry programs. 

15. Approved minimum terms for Certified Christian Educators and Certified Associate Christian 
Educators as follows:  Salary of $33,000 per year, 3 weeks’ vacation, 1 week study leave, and 
benefits as negotiated. 

16. Approved the call of the Rev. Francis Miller to be pastor of Lyndhurst Community Presbyterian 
Church effective January 1, 2014. 

17. Received the Rev. Robin Craig into membership in order that she may serve as Covenant Pastor for 
Boulevard Presbyterian Church, effective December 1, 2013. 

18. Transferred the membership of the Rev. Elizabeth G. Hendricks to the Presbytery of Eastern Virginia, 
effective December 1, 2013, in order that she may serve as their Transitional General Presbyter. 

19. Received the written report of the Committee on Ministry, which included the following items 
approved by COM: 
• The three quarter time Covenant Pastor relationship between the Rev. M. Robin Craig and 

Boulevard Presbyterian Church. 
• The request of the Rev. Winston Kirkland to designate 25% of his 2014 pension income as 

housing allowance. 
• An administrative commission to install the Rev. Matthew Reeves as Pastor of Christ 

Presbyterian Church on Sunday, December 1, 2013 at 4:00 pm. 
• Renewal of the Parish Associate relationship between the Rev. Tricia Dykers Koenig and Forest 

Hill Church. 
• The request of the Session of Wickliffe Presbyterian Church to appoint the Rev. George Dauler 

as part-time (20 hrs/week) Covenant Pastor for a six month term beginning November 3, 2013.  
• The agreement of dissolution of the pastoral relationship between Pioneer Memorial Presbyterian 

Church and the Rev. Kerri Peterson-Davis. 
• The request of the session of Pioneer Memorial Presbyterian Church that the Rev. Dr. Michael J. 

Anderson be appointed to serve as full-time Interim Pastor for 12 months, effective January 1, 
2014 and granted him permission to labor inside the bounds of this presbytery. 

• The requests of the Reverends Lou Will and Kerri Peterson-Davis to be placed on the Pulpit 
Supply List. 

20. Recognized the service of the Rev. Liza Hendricks as General Presbyter since July 15, 1999. 
21. Received highlights of the October Synod Assembly and learned that the Assembly participated in a 

seminar about the Confession of Belhar; elected Russell Brandt (Mackinac Presbytery) as Moderator 
and Andries Coetzee (Muskingum Valley Presbytery) as Vice-Moderator; announced 2013 New 
Covenant Grant recipients, including 2 for projects within PWR; approved an overture to the 221st 
General Assembly providing for Young Adult Delegates to be full commissioners with vote rather than 
being advisory delegates; and approved a 3-5 year plan to focus on vulnerable and marginalized 
people.  

22. Worshipped, with the Rev. Francis Miller preaching the sermon, “Heartbreak,” the reading of the 
necrology report, celebration of the Lord’s Supper, an installation of the new Moderator, Elder Bob 
Ault, and Vice-Moderator, the Rev. Sandy Seaton-Todd. 

23. Adjourned at 8:58 pm with a benediction offered by Ruling Elder Bob Ault, and a sending song, “What 
Does the Lord Require of You?”, to serve God in Christ’s love until the next stated meeting on 
Monday, January 27, 2014 at 5:00 pm at John Knox Presbyterian Church in North Olmsted, 
Ohio.   


