
                                         THE HERALD                                   
                                                                           November 2014                                 
                                                                               First United Methodist Church                       
                                                                      Fairfield, Iowa
                                                     Christ, Sharing His Love, and Helping Others to Know Him

            
MOPS NEEDS YOUR HELP

Mops needs your help. Childcare is
needed from 5:45 to 7:15 p.m. the second
Thursday of each month.  Please sign up
outside the church office.

Thanks!

YOUTH NEWS
October was a great month!  We

had anywhere between 3-12 youth
participating in lessons and activities.  We
enjoyed some coloring and reflection on
the importance of Sabbath rest, spent time
hanging out at Pastor Jess & Tim’s place,
and went to Atwood’s Corn Maze on a
beautiful fall day.  In November the youth
will start making Christmas cards that will
be mailed out in December.  We found out
this spring it takes a few weeks to hand
make 300 cards!  

Please note the following: We will
not be participating in Reggie’s Sleepout
this year.  Youth Group will not meet
November 9  or November 30 .th th

WEDNESDAY MORNING KIDS CLUB
Every Wednesday morning (when

there is school) kids K-5th grade are invited
to come to the church for breakfast, a Bible
lesson, a craft and games.  In October we
talked about Noah and the flood, God’s
promise to Noah and all the earth, and we
attempted to build a tower that reached to
heaven.  The tower thing didn’t work
because we can’t reach heaven on our own
but only by the grace of God.  In November
we will spend sometime learning about
God working in the lives of Moses and the
Israelites.

Daylight savings time ends
Sunday, November 2.  Don’t forget to set
your clocks!

 
 CARRY ON BAGS

Carry on
Bags (COB) is a
new program that is
aiming to help feed
our children and
youth who lack food

to eat on the weekends.  This program is
overseen by a board of directors and is
working with HyVee, First United Methodist
Church and other groups within the
community.

Every Friday a bag of food goes
home with students who have been signed
up by a parent/guardian.  Each bag of food
costs approximately $3 and contains shelf
stable items.  If you have any questions
and contains shelf stable items.  If you
have any questions you may contact Pastor
Jess who is a member of the COB board of
directors or email COB or email COB at
carryonbags52556@gmail.com.

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL
Thank you to everyone who has

contributed to our Heifer project since
November 2013.  The total amount of
money that will be presented at Ingathering
in Mount Pleasant on November 1 is
$7,423.68.  You all are making a difference
in the lives of others who will benefit from
Heifer International gifts.

Tammy Closser 11/1
Tom Ridgeway 11/2
Gary Sparks 11/3

Ellaine LaVan 11/3
Emily Mueller 11/3

Chase Countryman 11/4
June Kemp 11/5
Duane Durst 11/6

Olivia Hammel 11/6
Kent Whitney 11/6

Jon Funkhouser 11/6

Caden Allison 11/7
Erma Johnson 11/9
Ferne Wickliff 11/10
Melva Dahl 11/11

Dave Kraemer 11/12
Bee Johnson 11/13

Viola Diehl 11/14
Ross Walker 11/15
Terri Kness 11/15
Mort Gaines 11/16
Betty Motz 11/16
Evan Davis 11/17

Ellen Westhoff 11/18
Steve Swanson 11/18
Jaden Canfield 11/20
Emily Reneker 11/21
Byron Kimble 11/21
George Davis 11/21

Darin Roth 11/22
Reese Klehm 11/23
Chris Davis 11/23

Kay Ferguson 11/23
Avery Wendland 11/24
Addison Ferrel 11/25
Peggy Small 11/25

Madeline McCombs 11/26
Channing Countryman 11/27

Joan Salts 11/28
Anne Whitney 11/29
Riley Hammel 11/29

Kristen Daugherty 11/29
Alec Schubick 11/30
Irene Stagers 11/30
Norma Young 11/30
Maxine Litton 11/30

Tom & Phyllis Thompson 11/6
Larry & Cindy Rippey 11/9

Jerry & Sandy Nelson 11/12
Dennis & Jennifer Hammel 11/25

Jeff & Peggy Small 11/27
Brent & Mindy Hoskins 11/28

Jeff & Sheryl Payne 11/28
Richard & Veeny Jefferson 11/30

Thanks so much to the church for
the lovely blanket.

-Bev Olson



     Grace and peace to you
from our Lord Jesus Christ.  I
initially hoped to write to you
all about faithful Christian
witness and the opportunities

God continually provides us to share the
gospel with the various people who have
yet to hear of the great hope of forgiveness
and eternal life in God our Father through
the blessing and sacrifice of Christ Jesus. 
However, as a result of the minor incident
taking place during worship on the morning
of October 26, it is necessary to address
the situation in order to not mislead our
congregation in relationship to the
leadership of First United Methodist
Church.  If you attended worship or parked
in the vicinity of the church on the morning
of the 26 , many of you received a politicalth

propaganda flyer placed in the door or on
the windshield of your vehicle.  Normally
we overlook these things regarding the
nature of some overzealous political
activists attempting to do their part. 
Unfortunately someone took it upon
themselves to sign this flyer “FUMC for
Pro-Life Leaders.”  I want to assure you
there is no such group affiliated with our
church, nor does our church assume any
political position whatsoever.  The content
of this particular flyer is sketchy and
hypocritical in its own presentation and
more than likely quite embarrassing for the
people or person responsible for
distributing it.  I stress this is a minor
incident but feel it necessary to address
this as a precaution in order to clear the air. 
It is my hope and the hope of the
leadership of the church that you recognize
this is our final position on the issue and
should someone read this and reply in an
attempt to escalate the situation it is our
desire there will be no more written
responses as we have stated our position. 
I want to reiterate, First United Methodist
Church does not assume any political
position whatsoever.  We are made up of
many diverse and gifted people who
contribute greatly to the body of Christ and
we continue to strive to be God’s

missionaries in the world.  Let your light

shine before all humanity that they may

see your good works and glorify God

the Father who is in heaven.  (Matt.

5:16)  May God continue to bless you that
you may be a blessing in the lives of
others.                                                        
                                    Yours in Christ,       
                                     Pastor Todd

   UMW UPDATE
Thanks to

everyone who donated
items and to all those
who volunteered their
time and effort for this
year’s bazaar on
October 17  & 18 . th th

We had a wonderful evening of fellowship
at the tenderloin dinner and once again
Trash and Treasures was a success.  Next
month I will have a final tally of profits to
share with you.

We are working on new ideas for
continuing UMW into the future.  We are
going to try a team approach for the
following year which will include more
participation from members and less
demand on leadership.  Also, discussion
has been made that we will look into
choosing one mission of our church to help
lead and support.  We continue to invite
women of any age to join our team.

Due to November’s UMW board
meeting being the 26 , the day beforeth

Thanksgiving, the meeting will be moved
up a week to Wednesday, November 19th

at 2:00 PM.  This will be our last meeting of
the year.

Upcoming events: UMW Board

Meeting: November 19 , 2:00 PM.th

Everyone have a save and wonderful
Thanksgiving!

Ronda Logli
President UMW

Annual Thanksgiving Dinner

Serving 11:30 a.m.-1:00 p.m.
If you want to help, contact Dave

Goehring (641-799-3450).  People are
needed to cook turkeys, make pies and
help deliver meals.

If you wish to have a meal
delivered, contact the church office (472-
4303).

POINSETTIAS
The first Sunday in Advent is

November 30 .  If you would like toth

provide a poinsettia call the church office
and we will order one for you.  The cost
this year will be $10.00.  Thanks.

FOR THE KIDS



A NOTE FROM PASTOR JESS
We always give thanks to God for

all of you and mention you in our prayers,
constantly remembering before our God
and Father your work of faith and labor of
love and steadfast hope in our Lord Jesus
Christ.

     -1 Thessalonians 1:2-3

November is a pretty full month.  It 
begins with all saints day when the church
universal remembers the saints that have
gone before us in the faith.  We celebrate
Thanksgiving with a wonderful community 
meal.  And at the end of November we
enter into Advent, a season of preparation

and expectation.  In the midst of the
activities,  rushing around,  preparation of 
food and Christmas shopping, I would like
to pause for a moment and give thanks to
God because sometimes in the midst of
things it is easy to forget all the good.  As I
write this I am very thankful to God for the
faithful people who are truly being Christ’s
hands and feet in the world.  I am thankful
for the dedicated people who lead us in
worship through reading and song, for
people who have worked so hard to
provide items for the people who have
helped package and deliver the food for
Carry  On  Bags,   for the people who have 

worked so hard to provide items for the
Thanksgiving ingathering, for the energy
and enthusiasm of the kids and youth in
our church, for those who faithfully pray
for this church, and for those who quietly
serve/give (and think no one notices).  I
have heard such wonderful stories of
caring and generosity in the past month
that I just wanted to say thank you.  I give
thanks to God for all the faithful people
living into and building the kingdom of
God.

-Peace and Blessings,
 Pastor Jess


