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FIFTH SUNDAY
         MEAL  

Sunday,
May 31 will be the
date for our next
Mission Meal.  If
you or someone
you know would

like a meal delivered, please provide
names and addresses to the church office
by noon on Friday, May 29.

The menu for this meal will be
meatloaf, baked potato, vegetable and
dessert.  Please remember that we also
need help with preparing food, serving
food and most importantly delivering
meals.  Please sign up to help any way
you can.  It will be greatly appreciated.

If you have any questions contact
Pete Tollenaere at 472-9479.

BLOOD DRIVES
May 4  was our second of sixth

blood  drives  this  year.  There  are  three
1-1/2 hour shifts during which we dispense
drinks and treats to those giving blood. 
One of our church members is able to take
the same shift during every drive.  We are
looking for two more volunteers for the
next drive on July 1 .  If you would be ablest

to dispense drinks and treats for an hour
and a half on July 1, please call Kris Davis
at 693-8020.

MOTHER’S DAY WEEKEND WORK
DAY

On Saturday, May 9  was ourth

Mother’s Day yard clean-up effort.  What a
great morning.  Six hard-working men
showed up with pickups, chainsaws, hedge
trimmers, shovels, rakes, ropes, etc.  They
divided into two teams, each going to one
of two residences and did the major
“landscape renovation” jobs.

Six women also showed up.  One
went to work with one of the men’s teams. 
Two raked, weeded and trimmed the two
large berms north of the parsonage and
cleaned a bit around the church building,
while the other three women weeded,
pulled, trimmed and dug at a third
residence.  Many thanks to everyone who
was able to participate!

 
HEARTLAND PREGNANCY BABY

SHOWER
When you come to worship either

May 30 or 31, you will find a pack ‘n play
(kind of like a crib) on display.  It will have
gift tags attached to it.  You will be
encouraged to take one of the tags home
with you.

We will be hosting a Baby Shower
on behalf of the Heartland Pregnancy
Center in Ottumwa.  Each gift tag will list
items needed to service their clients who
are expecting babies.. 

You should brings the gifts AND
the tags to church on or before the
weekend of June 13/14.

*VOTE FOR YOUR
COLOR CHOICE*

The opportunity will
b e  c o m i n g  o n
Saturday/Sunday, June 6 &
7  f o r  t h e  w h o l e
congregation to vote for
their preferred color
options for The newly
remodeled church interior. 
Several color group options

will be displayed for viewing prior to the
voting.  Voting will occur immediately after
each of the two services held that
weekend.

Thanks to my many
friends at FUMC for the many cards,
flowers, gifts, food, and all expressions of
concern.  I am so grateful for my many
wonderful church friends.

             -Martha Flinspach
 

To my church family -
Words can not express how

grateful and appreciative I am for your
thoughts and prayers over the last couple
of months.  The blanket certainly helped
comfort me while I was recovering, and
thelovely card that I received for the
passing of my grandmother.  Thanks
again, and God bless you all!

            Deanna Schlicher

     The  organized unit
of United Methodist
Women shall be a
community of women
whose purpose is to
know God and to
experience freedom

as whole persons through Jesus Christ;
to develop a creative, supportive
fellowship; and to expand concepts of
mission through participation in the
global ministries of the church.

The time is drawing near for the
annual UMW Rose Breakfast on June 18 . th

Don’t forget to email or call in your
reservations to Ferne Lawson by June 11th

at fernel@iowatelecom.net or 641-472-
2401.

Hope House has moved from
Agency to Ottumwa but they are still on
our UMW missions this year.  Hope House
gives young women an opportunity while
recovering from alcohol and drug abuse. 
The women live with their children in this
group home while they are getting their
lives back on track.  Monetary donations to
purchase laundry supplies and other
needed supplies are still welcome.

The UMW Reading Program
books have been moved from the library. 
They are now located in the office on the
east wall.  New ones have been added, so
there is some really good reading!  The
books will be moved to a new location after
the remodel is completed.

The UMW wants  to give a special
shout-out of thanks to Mark La Van for all
the extra work we give him in moving
chairs and tables when we have an event. 
He has been a real help and always has a
friendly smile!
Upcoming Events:
June 10–UMW Board Meeting, 1:00 PM
June 18–Rose Breakfast, 9:00 AM

Our next blood drive will be held
on Monday, July 13 from 2-6:30 P.M.  Call
Melva Dahl at 641-472-5762 to sign up.

mailto:fernel@iowatelecom.net


For it is time for
j u d g m e n t  t o
begin with the
household of
God; and if it
begins with us
first, what will be
the outcome for
those who do
not obey the

gospel of God?  And if it is with difficulty
that the righteous is saved, what will
become of the Godless person and the
sinner? 
-1Peter 4:17, 18

One of the many charges
throughout Scripture speaks to the idea of
remaining steadfast in our faith.  The call

to keep fervent in our love for Christ.  In
its original context in Peter’s letter, he
writes specifically to the suffering and
persecution of Christians, calling and
encouraging them to holy living.  The
concern is that amidst this suffering,
people may errantly perceive the absence
or care of God’s love.  As a result, the fear
is they will further forget or disregard any
obedience in Godly living.  In the place and
time we live we can hardly conclude we
share a similar understanding of the “fiery
ordeal” and testing Peter is writing about. 
However, as we come to the end of the
chapter the verses above still offer the
same warning/encouragement to all
people of the Christian faith.  Perhaps it is
possible to come to the opposite
conclusion of the original recipients of
Peter’s letter.  Perhaps with no suffering or
persecution we may ourselves find false
security in God’s love resulting from our
own neglect.  In our current culture we are
faced with the threat of contentment
allowing us to slide into nominalism at
best.
     Summer is upon us.  It is a time to
enjoy the outdoors, travel, vacations and
many other things.  In conjunction with this
there is often a tendency to drift away from
the things of faith.  I want to take this
opportunity to encourage you to keep
Christ first in your lives.  Be disciplined in
your faith and make God your first priority. 
May the blessing of God’s Spirit dwell in
your hearts, and may you all have a
blessed Summer! 
                                           Pastor Todd

    A GOOD-BYE FROM  

      PASTOR JESS

As I pack up my house and

prepare to leave the community of Fairfield

and First UMC I find myself reflecting upon

my past two years here.  It was a different

experience for me because I had never

been a full time associate pastor, and I

had never been full time at a church this

size.  Two years ago I found myself getting

a surprise phone call to move to Fairfield. 

If the move was a bit of a whirlwind, so

were my two years here, coming to

Fairfield at RAGBRAI time, in the midst of

many changes as you adjusted to two new

pastors and prepared to remodel the

dining room; and leaving while you still

have many changes going on, transitioning

from two pastors to one pastor, and in the

midst of the sanctuary remodeling project. 

That’s a lot of changes in two years.

During this whirlwind experience,

I have been truly blessed to meet and work

with some wonderful people in the church

and in the community.  It has been moving

to witness the faithfulness of those who

are always present for worship and church

ministries, those who are always praying

on behalf of others, and those who are

always helping people in need.  It has

been amazing to see the care and

compassion that some of you have for

those who are hungry and struggling in

this community.  I felt privileged to be

invited into the early conversations

concerning hungry students in the school

systems-conversations that resulted in the

Carry On Bags program.  The communal

response and generosity to that program

has warmed my heart.  Thank you!

At the end of June I will leave here

and return to small town-rural ministry,

where God has called me to minister.  As

I leave this place I echo Paul’s prayer for

the church in Ephesus: I pray that God

may strengthen you in your inner being by

the power of the Holy Spirit and that Christ

may dwell in your hearts, as you are being

rooted and grounded in love.  I pray that

you may comprehend what is the breadth

and length and height and depth of the

love of Christ, a love that surpasses all

knowledge, so that you may be filled with

the fullness of God (Ephesians 3:16-19).

Peace and Blessings,

Pastor Jess

 

Work continues in our church

library on the second floor.  Our book

collections by Max Lucado and Francine

Rivers have now been placed on the

shelves in their “proper places,” due to the

fact that author cards have been created

for each of these books, for the shelf list. 

The shelf list is located on the counter.  It

will eventually hold one card for each book

on our library shelves.  It is primarily for

those of us working in the library, but you,

as a library user, will be able to look for

books by author to find them on the

shelves.

UMW books will soon be residing

on shelves in the library.  They have been

placed in the office for access during these

beginning stages of the remodel.

Please remember to check out a

book you would like to read.  Remove the

card from inside the front cover.  Write the

date and your name on the card.  Place

the card in the small box found on the

meeting table.  Return the book within a

two-week period (we will give you onoe

week’s grace).  Thank you!

TOUCHED BY AN ANGEL

An episode of Touched by an

Angel will be shown Tuesday, June 16 at

1:30 p.m.  Please attend, if you would like

to participate!  There will be popcorn

and/other treats as well as a chance to

visit with friends!

 

VBS WILL BE HELD AT THE

Presbyterian Church from July 12th-16th.

Registration forms are available in

the office.



 

Portia Andre 6/2

Heidi Bowman 6/2

Jim Billingsley 6/3

Ronda Whitney 6/3

Kathy Tollenaere 6/4

Mason Carnahan 6/5

Brad Messer 6/6

Kathy Eklund 6/7

Sharyn Workman 6/8

Jim Flinspach 6/9

James Young 6/12

Khai Klehm 6/13

Chad Setterstrom 6/13

Carol Nielsen 6/13

Carol Hervey 6/14

Margaret Steele 6/14

Carson Crile 6/14

Monica Schubick 6/14

Charlotte Lenhart 6/14

Georgetta Glass 6/14

Keith Hyde 6/15

Rachel Keller 6/15

Bev Nelson 6/15

Dawn Flournoy 6/15

Rhonda Goehring 6/16

Lisa Holthus 6/16

Aiden Daugherty 6/17

Jeff Wilson 6/18

Rod Nelson 6/20

Marj Evans 6/21

Emma Wendland 621

Marsha Worley Vandello 6/22

Myron Wormley 6/22

Marcia Gaines 6/22

Tom Kunkle 6/23

Dorothy Rodibaugh 6/24

Lois Sasseen 6/24

Lorraine Walker 6/25

Gavin Jones 6/25

Jeri Kunkle 6/27

Mark Burnstedt 6/27

Will Richards 6/27

Jaclyn Flinspach 6/28

Lindsey Higgins 6/29

Roxie Skaggs 6/29

Phil & Connie Miller 6/1

Bob & Christy Leazer 6/3

Arden & Marilyn Messer 6/3

Richard & Roxie Skaggs 6/7

Larry & Sally Warner 6/7

Dave & Rhonda Goehring 6/7

Byron & Colleen Kimble 6/9

Steve & Angie Lamb 6/9

Jack & Maxine Litton 6/10

Phil & Gloria Countryman 6/11

Curt & Diane Hanson 6/14

Keith & Mary Bagby 6/15

John & Lori Stever 6/15

John & Melva Dahl 6/15

Don & Connie Cummings 6/16

Keith & Janice Hyde 6/16

Tom & Shirley Ridgeway 6/18

Joel & Chris Shaw 6/19

Mark & Kris Davis 6/21

Ross & Lorraine Walker 6/22

Steve & Jeanne Meyers 6/23

Myron & Ann Gookin 6/25

Bob & Connie Keller 6/25

Warner & Marilyn Green 6/26

Joe & Jane Hunt 6/28

Chuck & Joyce Teeter 6/30

Mark your calendar for

our worship in the park. 

On June 29  we willth

meet for worship at

Jefferson County Park 

with a meal following. 

Bring table service and a side dish to

share.

EVEN THE “BIRDS OF THE AIR”

A construction crew was building

anew road through a rural area,knocking

down trees as it went.  The superintendent

noticed that one tree had a nest of birds

who couldn’t yet fly.  He marked the tree

so it wouldn’t be cut down.

Several weeks later he returned to

the tree.  He was lifted up by a bucket

truck so he could peer into the nest.  The

fledglings were gone.  They had learned to

fly.  The superintendent ordered the tree

cut down.

As the tree crashed to the ground,

the nest fell clear.  Some of the material

the birds had gathered to build the nest

was scattered about.  Among the scraps of

paper was one from a Sunday school

lesson with the words: “He careth for you.”

LIBRARY BOOKMARK - You might like to

check out:

Unafraid: Mary by Francine Rivers.  This is

the final and fifth book in the Lineage of

Grace series.  These are historical 200-

page novelas about 5 significant women in

the lineage of Jesus: Tamar, Rahab,

Bathsheba, Ruth and Mary.

We are given a glimpse of Mary in what

might have occurred alongside what we

know from the Bible.  It is an interesting

account and version.  The character of

Joseph is given much more prominence,

given the author’s study of the cultural

expectations of the day.

                 **** by Kathy Tollenaere

Christy by Catherine Marshall.  The setting

of the story is in 1912 in Cutter Gap, in the

Great Smokey mountains of Appalachia. 

Christy Huddleston, a nineteen-year-old

teacher travels to teach in a mission

school.  People are living in one-room log

cabins.  Most can’t read or write.  Many of

their clothes are just rags.  They are still

following old customs.

Other characters include Alice Henderson,

a Quaker and also a mission worker; Neil

MacNeil, the arrogant enigmatic doctor

who “owes his people” his love and

protection; David Grantland, a handsome,

brash, young preacher, and Ida Grantland,

David’s spinster sister.  There is a love

triangle that builds to the very end.           

                              **** by Sharon Schafer

The Drop Box by Brian Ivie.  I have read

only the first one-third of this book, and for

this, have skimmed the rest.  The reader is

given much detail about the author’s life. 

He was a child with a huge imagination,

making movies throughout his childhood

and into his college years.  It is at this

point the story, and film made recently

called by the same name, became a

reality.

The movie and book, reveals how Pastor

Jong-rak Lee and his wife, of Seoul, South

Korea have saved hundreds of babies

from certain death.  The movie won both a

Sanctity of Life Award and 2013 SAICFF

grand prize of $101,000.  It was released

in March (2015).  When it becomes

available on DVD, I would like to see it in

our library.  **** Kathy Tollenaere




