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MOPS NEEDS YOUR HELP

Mops needs your help. Childcare
is needed from 5:45 to 7:15 p.m. the
second Thursday of each month.  Please
sign up outside the church office.

Thanks!

HELP NEEDED
There is a need for more people to

serve on the funeral dinner committee.  If
this is something you would be interested
in doing or would like more information,
please contact Maxine Litton at 919-3999
or Kay Unkrich at 472-5475.

MISSIONS MEAL
With our 5th

Sunday f a l l ing
during the same
weekend this month
as Thanksgiving,
the decision has

been made to postpone it for one week
until Sunday, December 7.  This will give
all our helpers a bit more time to recover
from their efforts on Thanksgiving day if
they are participating in that, and not
overload people if family and friends are
visiting over the busy holiday weekend.

As always we will need help
preparing meals, packaging meals after
the Sunday service and, most importantly,
delivering meals.  This time we plan on
preparing casseroles with any remaining
turkey from our Thanksgiving dinner. This
has been a favorite meal at our previous
5  Sunday events.  Please considerth

helping prepare one of these casseroles
and sign up to do so as we have done in
the past.

Remember, this is a great way to
extend our time of Thanksgiving by helping
serve others.

If you would like a meal, or know
of someone that could use one, please
notify the church office and we will see that
it is delivered.

Thanks.

HEIFER INTERNATIONAL
Thank you to everyone who has

helped our church achieve the goal of two
arks for Heifer International.  With the help
of an anonymous donor, individual
donations on second Sundays, and the
missions committee, our church presented
$10,000 at the Ingathering in Mount
Pleasant on November 1.

We have begun our fund raising
for the 2015 Ingathering.  In November we
collected $111.64.  Thank you for your
continuing support..

 
THE LORD’S CUPBOARD
The Lord’s Cupboard needs

volunteers to help with their 500 Christmas
food boxes at the Nazarene Family Center,
corner of 6  & Briggs.th

Monday, December 15 , 9:30 a.m.th

help will be needed to open and stack
boxes (about one hour).    

Tuesday, December 16  at 7:00th

a.m. we will be opening and stacking food
cases (about two hours).

Tuesday, December 16  at 5:30th

p.m. we will be filling the boxes.
Kids have a ball tearing down

boxes, and high schoolers get community
service hours.  All are invited.

YOUTH NEWS
For the last few weeks the youth

and I have spent time making Christmas
cards for the congregation.  We did this
earlier in the year at Easter and decided to
do this again for Christmas.  While making
roughly 300 Christmas cards by hand may
seem like a lot of work (and it is), it is also
a good time for the youth to just be
together.  During this time our discussions
range from serious to absolutely ridiculous
as we look at the Bible and faith.

As you open your card (which I
hope everyone receives) I hope you feel
the peace of Christ and the joy the youth
have in sharing the message of Christmas
with you.

*Please note that Youth Group will not
meet December 14  or 28th.th

      UMW NEWS
Arise, shine; for your
light has come, and
the glory of the Lord
has risen upon you.
       Isaiah 60:1 NRSV

 Another   year   is   coming   to  a
close and next year for the UMW will
have hopefully many positive changes. 
The circles have been asked to choose
from several different missions to take on
as their projects for the coming year. 
Among them are the Carry-on-Bag
Project, help with Habitat for Humanity,
babysitting for MOPS, activities at Care
Centers, provide school supplies for
Fairfield Community School District, help
fund the youth mission trip, help the 1st

Baptist Church with the furniture and
clothing drive, among others.  Even if
each circle takes on just one of these
projects we will be fulfilling our role as
United Methodist Women.

Our church bazaar was a success
this October, raising a total of $6,322.29,
with the tenderloin dinner bringing in
$2157, Trash & Treasures $3239.67,
Country Store $805.62 and Silent Auction
$230.  Thanks to all who helped, and a
special shout-out to Angie Lamb and her
Crew and Kathy Horn and her crew.

This is my last year as UMW
President, and the experience has been
challenging but exciting.  Without it I
would not have made new friends or
gotten to know my church family as I
have.  Thank you for all that.  Next year
will have challenges but we will continue
to fulfill our mission of education, action
and giving, continually growing in
Christian faith.

All of you have a very Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year!

Ronda Logli

 

 



The Gospel of Mark

begins, “Behold I send

My messenger before

your face, who will

prepare your way; the

voice of one crying in

the wilderness ‘make ready the way of

the Lord, make his paths straight.’”

If we take a little time to reflect on

this scripture considering what it might be

like living during the time of this prophecy,

we can conclude what a magnificent

message of hope for things to come. 

Israel has been watching and waiting,

wondering if the things of the past are real,

if God is real, and most importantly does

God care about His people.  With John’s

proclamation the season of preparation

begins.  There is excitement in the air. 

The anticipation that God is coming for His

people.  Mark begins with John coming on

the scene prophesying, but Luke takes us

back earlier reminding us that the story

begins with a birth proclamation.

We can all relate to stories of

excitement in our own lives, especially

stories of birth and new life.  I arrived at

the office on Monday to an unexpected

excitement and buzz in the air.  Normally

Mondays are the worst days for me. 

Groggy and tired from the previous day, it

seems nothing has ever taken more out of

me than preaching.  However, the

atmosphere was different on the day of the

17 .  No, the heat wasn’t quite fixed in theth

sanctuary, but I was still holding out hope. 

Instead I found out that in the next week

Darin our morning custodian was getting

ready to celebrate his birthday.  I love to

go to work in the morning and see Darin. 

I know that Darin is going to make me

smile.  Each day of the week as his

birthday drew closer in anticipation, it

seemed his smile grew a little bit more,

causing mine to grow.  I found that his

excitement simply made me excited. 

Despite the fact that his birthday was on

Saturday when Friday came we were all

excited, and we celebrated Darin’s

birthday with a cake.  

This is the time of year that we

identify with some historical births that pull

us towards God in our own excitement and

anticipation.  In the first chapter of Luke’s

gospel Zacharias was performing his

priestly service when an angel appeared to

him.  The scripture tells us that he was

upright and blameless, and yet during his

service as the angel appears Zacharias

struggles with believing what the angel is

telling him.  He is told he will have a son,

and many will rejoice at his birth. 

Furthermore, the angel states that he is

the one coming before in the spirit of Elijah

to change the attitude of the people to

righteousness.  This is to make ready for

the Lord who will be born for the salvation

of humanity.  Unfortunately Zacharias was

unable to speak about the coming of John

and the preparation until his birth because

of his doubt.  And yet the people knew

something happened in the temple.  They

sensed there was something to get excited

about, they realized he had seen a vision,

but he could not tell them.  We know the

story of John and more importantly the

story of a Savior coming for the salvation

of humanity.  There is excitement in this

season that plays out over and over again

each and every year.  Christ was born to

us for the hope of all humanity.  I hope that

your excitement continues to grow that you

may also be infectious to others about the

joy of Christmas and the birth of Christ.  

May God’s continued blessing

shine in your hearts and be visible in your

lives.  

Merry Christmas

 Pastor Todd

A NOTE FROM PASTOR JESS

But the angel said to them, “Do not be

afraid for see–I am bringing you good

news of great joy for all the people: to you

is born this day in the city of David a

Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord.”

                                          -Luke2:10-11

Last year as a clergy friend

prepared for Christmas Eve she jokingly

asked her daughter what she should say in

the sermon for the evening and her

daughter responded, “Well, I don’t know

Mom.  The Bible pretty well nailed it” And

it really does.  The biblical narrative

communicates to us a faithful God, helps

us to encounter the living God and shares

with us the good news.  And I think we

could all use a little good news, a little light

shining in the darkness to remind us that

darkness does not triumph and we do not

stand on our own.  Because God loves us

so much, God came to us in the Christ

child to free us from our sin, this is good

news for all people.  He came to bring

hope, help, and healing.  He came that we

might be reconciled to God.  He came as 

as Emmanuel, God with us.  Such good

news for all people!

So as we enter into this season of

expectation and promise fulfilled let us

listen again to the story of our faithful

God and let us be transformed by

Emmanuel, God with us.

                      -Peace and Blessings

                       Pastor Jess

BIRTHDAYS AND ANNIVERSARIES

Kristy Nystrom 12/1

Art Guillermo 12/2

Connie Cummings 12/2

Corynn Klehm 12/2

Carol Carnahan 12/4

Amy Megrath 12/5

Joe Hunt 12/6

Mark Davis 12/6

Catherine Kann 12/9

Joan Tedrow 12/9

Savin Ungaro 12/10

Chris Manning 12/10

Joni Manning 12/10

Dean Pettit 12/11

Penny Bryant 12/11

Nathan Hurley 12/12

Gloria Countryman 12/12

Jeralee Larson 12/15

Kathy Horn 12/15

Raymond Dake 12/16

Jerry Bissig 12/17

Jessica Clements 12/19

Maxine Kann 12/19

J J Funkhouser 12/19

Cory Klehm 12/20

Sandy Nelson 12/20

Linda Teeter 12/22

Sally Warner 12/22

Jenna Foster 12/23

Arden Messer 12/23

Kayla Schubick 12/23

Staci Kraemer 12/25

Janie Morgan 12/25

Christy Leazer 12/25

Wima Whitham 12/27

Phil Countryman 12/27

Mae Herman 12/27

Joyce Teeter 12/27

Lynda Unkrich 12/27

Jolea Burkhart 12/28

Chuck Teeter 12/28

Jordan Whitney 12/28

Gary & Janice Sparks 12/12

Bill & Marcia Dunbar 12/20

Scott & Terri Reneker 12/21

Steve & Luann Swanson 12/23

Bob & Bettye Brown 12/24



     
 

      The First United Methodist Church
Choir will host four other church choirs
from Fairfield in a concert to be held
Sunday evening, December 14 , at 7:00th

PM at the First United Methodist Church. 
The concert will feature the church choirs
as each group performs songs individually.
The five choirs will also combine to
perform seven Christmas songs. The mass
choir will present a total of over 75 singers.
The concert will also include an organ
prelude  performed  by  Dee Sandquist. 

The concert will end with a mass sing-
along with the choirs and audience,
accompanied by Dee Sandquist on the
organ.  Choirs will be accompanied by 
LeAnne Edgeton on piano and Dee
Sandquist on piano and organ. 

The five choirs participating in this
concert are: The First United Methodist
Church Choir directed by Jim Edgeton, the
First Baptist Church of Fairfield directed by
Sue Long, Emanuel Lutheran Church of
Fairfield directed by Arvin Bogaards, First
Lutheran Church of Fairfield directed by
John Grunwald, and The First
Presbyterian Church of Fairfield directed
by Collin DePriest.

There will be a reception held in
the community room of the church
following the concert. Everyone is invited
to the concert and reception. The concert
is free and open to the public.

Your church staff wishes you a
Blessed Christmas and a Happy New

Year.




