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THANKS FOR A GREAT VBS
I wanted to take the time to thank

everyone who helped with, donated toward,
and participated in Vacation Bible School
this year.  Seventy-eight people ate
together, sang together, made crafts,
worshiped God, and learned the story of
Moses and the Israelites!  It was a great
time and it would not have been possible
without the help of everyone.  Thank you
for your help.  Our mission for VBS was
The Lord’s Cupboard.  We donated 130
lbs. Of food and hygiene products to help
people in need in our community.

 CHURCH MEMBERS PUBLISH
AURORA BOREALIS (Christian Witness
in Alaska)

The harvest is plenty but the
gatherers are few.  Art and Cora Guillermo
proved they could reap fruitful results
through their unique way of modern day
witnessing that is dramatic and practical. 
They worked as volunteers in mission for
13 summers in the Filipino-American
Ministry of Douglas United Methodist
Church, Alaska.  Their scintillating account
in reaching out to compatriots
“kababayans” is gleaned in their
contemporary events, and vision.  This
inspirational-historical book provides a
pragmatic model of discipleship in reaching
constituencies in America.

Author’s sale price $14.95 plus SH
$2.65. Call 472-5160 or email
sultan@owatelecom.net.

GOING TO THE STATE FAIR? 
On Friday, August 15, Jennie

Flinspach will be singing at the fair with
“Christian Chaos”, a praise band from
Tipton, Iowa.  They will be playing at 2:30
at the Susan Knapp Amphiteater.  Come
and hear some great singing and
worshiping!

CHURCH CONFERENCE JULY 31
To vote on Sanctuary Remodel

7:00 P.M., July 31
In the Sanctuary

UPCOMING MOPS YEAR 
It is time again, another school

year is just around the corner.  Mothers of
Preschoolers (MOPS) will holdp a kick-off
Cookout on Sunday, August 17  at 4:00th

p.m.  It will be held at OB Nelson Park
shelter.  It will be a potluck style dinner, so
be thinking of a delicious dish to bring! 
Make sure to bring a friend and their family.

Monthly meetings have been
changed to the second Thursday of the
month from 6:00 p.m.- 7:30 p.m.  Childcare
will be provided.  Please make sure you
email Elly or comment on the MOPS
Facebook page by Tuesday if you will need
childcare.  We want to make sure to have
enough helpers.

Volunteers are needed to help with
the childcare in the nursery.  There will be
a sign up sheet in the narthex or you can
call the church office to sign up.  Two
people per month are needed for less than
two hours.  Your help with this ministry is
greatly appreciated.

We look forward to another great
year.  Thanks for all your help and support. 

HIGHER EDUCATION SCHOLARSHIPS
This year every student who

applied for a Higher Ed Scholarship
received one. The Higher Education &
Campus Ministry committee was able to
award scholarships to 6 graduating seniors
and 12 non-recent graduates.

The six seniors were: Jaclyn
Flinspach, Joanna Funkhouser, Riley
Hammel, Coren Hucke, Brooke Stever,
and Jordan Whitney.

Non-recent graduates were:
Mason Carnahan, Meredith Carnahan,
Kaitlyn Daugherty, Sarah Flinspach, Alex
Gookin, Michael Gookin, Olivia Hunt,
Jessica Lamb, Jacob Lantz, Adam Mueller,
Emily Mueller, and Monica Schubick.

JULY 7th BLOOD
DRIVE
We would like

to thank you and  the
donors of First United
Methodist Church for

the blood drive you recently held with
Mississippi Valley Regional Blood Center. 
Our group provided 21 donations for local
hospitals served by MVRBC.  Because
each whole blood donation can be
processed into mult iple blood
components, your blood drive provided up
to 84 products for patients in need.

With the support of blood drive
host organizations like yours we provide
lifesaving products to hospitals through
our region.  Thank you to your Blood Drive
Coordinator and to those who gave blood
at your event, and thank you for joining in
our mission to help save lives!

 Director, Donor Relations
 MVRBC

SCHOOL KITS
Every year the United Methodist

Committee on Relief gathers various kits
for distribution throughout the world.  The
Missions Committee invites you to collect
items for school kits.  These kits provide
tools for education.  Each kit consists of
the following items:
* 3-Notebooks, approx 8-1/2 x 11, wide
ruled (210 to 250 sheets) spiral or bound
* 1-30 cm metric ruler
* 1-box of 24 crayons (only 24)
* 1-2-1/2 in” eraser
* 1-blunt scissors (metal)
* 1 hand pencil sharpener
* 6-unsharpened pencils with erasers

If you cannot collect supplies but
would like to give toward this, please
consider giving $11 for the kit and $2 for
shipping.

A REMINDER
Just a reminder that we have

changed our internet provider, so the
email address you should use are:
  Todd: toddlholman@gmail.com
  Jess: jessrockhold@gmail.com
  Doris: doris.eklund@fairfieldumc.org
The old addresses are no longer valid.  Thanks!.
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A NOTE FROM
PASTOR JESS

If a brother or sister is
naked and lacks daily
food and one of you
says “Go in peace; keep
warm and eat your fill,”
and yet you do not

supply their needs, what is the good of
that?  So faith, if it has no works, is dead.
                                         -James 2:15-17

Faith without fruit (or works) isn’t
really in line with the teachings and
example of Christ, nor is works without
faith.  One can speak of God continuously
but that does little good if talking is as far
as faith in God goes.  Real faith is always
lived faith.  The good works Christians do
are not a means to earn points with God or
attain salvation.  Good deeds are the
response of the faithful to the steadfast
love of God revealed in Jesus Christ.  This
topic and passage from James are
something that the youth and I spoke about
several times this past year as we looked
at ministries that served those in need such
as Iowa Homeless Youth Centers and
Open Table Nashville.  We spoke about
the love of God, how Jesus commanded us
to love our neighbors, and what are faithful
responses to those in need (what is faith in
action?).  There is a lot of need in the world
and there is a lot of need in our community. 
Our children, youth, and teachers see
poverty in our town, perhaps in ways that
others do not, as they notice the students
that have no clean clothes, lack school
supplies and food.  These are
heartbreaking realities.

As a result of many conversations
taking place in various pockets in the
community, a backpack program will begin
this coming school year to provide food for
students.  This is a way we can meet the
bodily needs of our neighbors.  This is a
way we can be the hands and feet of
Christ.  This is one of the many ways our
faith can be manifest in action.

In closing, I’ll leave you with this
thought from John Wesley, “As light cannot
be hid but will show itself at one place or
the other, so true faith cannot be hid but
will break out and show itself by good
works.”

How does your faith break out into
the world?

Peace and Blessings,
Pastor Jess

OLD GLASSES may be dropped of at the
church - These are picked up by a Lions
Club member.  Thanks.

Gwen Wells 8/1
Aaron Countryman 8/2

Austin Davis 8/2
Byron Stever 8/2
Olivia Hunt 8/3

Gay Chapman 8/3
Alex Crile 8/3

Rick Herman 8/5
Brenda Gregory 8/6
Quinci Hammes 8/8

Lois Metz 8/8
Jolie Crile 8/9

Shane Morrissey 8/9
Joanna Funkhouser 8/9

Robert Sasseen 8/9
Cindy Rippey 8/10
Marilyn Green 8/10

Sherry Day 8/10
Mike Crew 8/11

Curt Hanson 8/13
Larry Pettit 8/13

Phil Wendland 8/13
Leland Stanley 8/14

Bob Keller 8/15
Francis Horn 8/15
Dain Burklart 8/15
Jim Eklund 8/16

Jennifer Hammel 8/16
Dale Melcher 8/17
Bryce Buch 8/19

Lance Schlicher 8/19
Judy White 8/20
Sue Austin 8/21

Remington Westhoff 8/21
Jan Espy 8/21

Maggie Ferrel 8/22
Rachel Kemp 8/22

Samantha Vice 8/22
Dixie Hickenbottom 8/23

Chuck Workman 8/24
Lucas Huff 8/24
Tom Banse 8/25

Larry Warner 8/25
Barbara McLarney 8/26

Edd Felgar 8/26
Brian Holthus 8/27

Deb Davis 8/27
Veeny Jefferson 8/27
Kaitlyn Daugherty 8/27

Lori Stever 8/28
Shirley Baird 8/28

Janice Sparks 8/29
Jim Edgeton III 8/29

Amy Gookin 8/30
Warner Green 8/30

Clare Miller 8/30

James & Tammy Closser 8/10
Jon & Kim Funkhouser 8/11
Dwain & Jane Dooley 8/11

Dag & Melinda Hugdahl 8/12
Dan & Tina Breen 8/12

Jeff & Ranita Shelby 8/17
Larry & Kay Unkrich 8/17

Bruce & Portia Andre 8/21
Larry & Janet Nash 8/26

Raymond & Rosemary Dake 8/27

To First United Methodist Church family,
Thank you for the cozy and

comforting prayer blanket.  A special
thank you to the Browns for bringing it to
me at Jefferson County Health Center. 
Also thanks to Pastor Jess for the visit
and prayer.

Joan Tedrow

Dear Pastor Jess & Methodists,
It is such a reassuring relief that

there are churches and community
services that assist folks when they really
need help.

I am still behind on fundamental
bills, however, what you gave me will help
tremendously.  Blessings to you all and
thank you.

Dear Pastor Jess,
Earlier this month, you helped pay

my electricity bill.  Your generosity, and
that of your church, helped stave off
disconnected utilities.  My daughter and I
are well, and we thank you.

I pray that one day my financial
struggles will end, and this poverty will
become a distant memory.  But even
more, I pray that the Lord will never, ever
allow we to forget the kindness of those
who helped me endure it.

In God’s name, we thank you.

 

A REPAIR FOR BROKENNESS
Our life is full of brokenness –

broken relationships, broken promises,
broken expectations.  How can we live
with that brokenness without becoming
bitter and resentful except by returning
again and again to God’s faithful presence
in our lives?
                                         -Henri Nouwen




