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These pictures show volunteers on Evergreen’s Sunday
of Service, August 20, cleaning at the Food Pantry,
visiting shut-ins, packing health kits, writing notes to
missionaries and trimming at the church.

The pictures show members of the church cleaning at the Richland Wilkin Food Pantry, writing notes to missionaries, yard work at the church
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By Alicia Blaufuss

In August, a group of 16 (including youth group and Sunday schoolers) traveled to Valley Fair for some fun in the sun! We hit the
weather jackpot, as it was 80 degrees with a slight breeze. The
teens, kids, and chaperones (shout out to Becky Dockter and Jenny
Schmitt for helping out!) had a blast going on the plethora of rides
and water park attractions that Valley Fair has to offer. We left for
Valley Fair at 8am and got back home at 10pm. It was a FUN and
EXHAUSTING way to get together with friends before the school
year begins!
The beginning of a new school year means activities will, or already
have, begun. Youth group will have their first gathering on
Wednesday, September 13th. On the first night we will be talking
about future mission trips and the potential to switch youth group
nights to Sunday evenings rather than Wednesdays. I'd love some
feedback about switching youth group to Sunday, so come prepared to discuss the pros and cons on the 13th! I'm excited to get
back in the groove and see all of our awesome youth.
Lastly, as many of you know, I am pregnant and due in early December. I've spent many months praying and reflecting on what is
best for myself and my family and have decided to step away from
youth group in mid-October with the intention of coming back in
the fall of 2018, unless the position is filled. That being said, our
youth program is extremely important, especially in our aging
church population. If you have even the slightest interest or calling
to become a leader for our youth, please contact myself or Pastor
Jen. It truly is a fulfilling experience. Also, we have a new curriculum that was ordered this summer, and I am in the works of creating lesson plans through the year. It will also be a great tool for
anyone who would like to transition into the youth director position! These resources will aide in teaching our youth the word of
God and how to seek God in their daily lives.
I hope your fall season if full of good football, hot coffee, and warm
cozy sweaters, and I thank you all for supporting youth group and
the amazing kids within our church.
With love,
Alicia Blaufuss

Announcement: Fall Worship schedule begins September 8
Sunday School & Coffee at 9:00 AM — Worship at 10:00 AM

Care
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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By Denise Eastin

It’s September! Time to begin our UMW General meetings and our Circle meetings once again. UMW will meet
Thursday, September 14th at 7pm. Sunshine circle will be hosting and the program, a Reading Program Book Report,
will be presented by Mary Schradick.
If you are not already an active member of UMW, and/or have not joined a UMW Circle, this is a great time of year
to take the plunge and be part of a world wide network of women who “are working on turning faith, hope and love
into action on behalf of women, children and youth around the world”. If it’s been some time since you read
Response magazine, or if you’re curious about the interests and impact UMW has on the world, there are copies of
the magazine in our church library for you to read. If you decide to join UMW for the first time, a year’s subscription
to Response magazine will be purchased for you by our UMW unit.
A reminder to Circles … please check your membership rolls and officers list and be ready to report any changes at
the September or October meeting of UMW. This updated information is needed for our 2018 UMW Booklet.
In lieu of their regular Circle meeting, Joy Circle will attend the Mission presentation by Ardell and Gordon Graner,
missionaries from the Dominican Republic as they will be speaking at our church Tuesday night, the 12 th.
Northeast District Meeting/Retreat will be held right here at Evergreen UMC September 15th and 16th. Our theme
is “A Call to Community”. Our UMW unit will host the two day event. On Friday afternoon there will be a hands-on
mission project where we’ll make potholders from 3 - 5pm to accompany solar ovens
for the Solar Oven Project. The evening
*Denotes anniversaries
meal will begin at 5:30, followed by a spiri1 - Pam Burrer
14 - Rylan Harty
tual retreat themed on being a nurturing
2 - Karen Selken
14 - Tom & Julie McGovern*
community from 7 to 8pm. On Saturday,
2 - Rudolf & Yelena Arutyunov*
16 - Phyllis Banks
21 - John Gange
registration opens at 9am with a day of pro- 2 - Tom & Carolyn Stone*
5
Delores
Wynn
22 - Richard Blom
grams, snacks and luncheon, and a business
5 - John & Kim Dassenko*
22 - Jim Selken
meeting. There will be no charge to our
6 - Harlan Deike
22 - John & McKayla Mortenson*
members for attending the retreat, but
8 - Harriet Fleenor
23 - Trudi Smith
8 - Jeff & Maxine Leinen*
23 - Casey Jaixen
contributions of salads for our Saturday
8 - Marlin & Tina Galde*
23 - Jim & Bev Stone*
potluck Luncheon would be appreciated.
9 - Tammy Deike
24 - Benjamin Sande
Please add your name to the sign-up sheet
9 - Jolynn Werner
25 - Lyle & Trisha Levery*
9
Kostantin
&
Svetlana
Arutyunov*
26 - Korin Olgaard
in the narthex. This is a wonderful opportu27 - Wayne Millar
nity to meet with like-minded women from 9 - Dayne & Angie Kratcha*
10 - Jerry Nankivel
28 - Nancy Richels
other churches in our district who can in11 - Phyllis Schmidt
28 - Blaine Harty
28 - Wayne & Ronda Gripentrog*
spire commitment to Mission (with a good 11 - Marlyn Fredericksen
11
Jeannie
Nagel
29 - Esther Gordon
dose of laughter and fellowship thrown in).
11 - John Nagel
29 - LaRae Gripentrog
The Annual UMW Conference meeting is 11 - Becky Dockter
29 - Colin Bailey
in Aberdeen, SD on October 6th and 7th.
11 - Richard & Jennifer Blom*
29 - Celia Rossow
Anyone interested, please contact Fern Bai- 12 - Max Reinke
29 - Caitlynn Sand
ley for details. (Continued page 5)
13 - Clark & Delaura Gripentrog*
30 - Kathy Johnson

Evergreen Celebrates September
Birthdays and Anniversaries

14 - Clyde Johnson
14 - Alayna Schmitt

30 - Courtney Johnson
(*) Denotes anniversaries
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Adult Sunday School Begins New Season
By Jean Freden
September brings thoughts of going back to school. September also means Adult Sunday School will be starting—on
September 10. We will again be using the Faith Link series. This series studies present day issues. The sessions
will be held in the Fireside Room and in the classroom south
of the restrooms. Everyone is welcome to join us in lively
discussions and coffee. If you would be interested in leading these discussions please contact Jean at 640-1641.

Mission News

September, 2017
By Jan Moore

For our “One Thing”
collection for the Back
Pack Program during the
month of September, we
have been asked to collect:
INDIVIDUAL FRUIT CUPS
Look for the totes in the Fellowship Hall.

Praise Team Begins New Practice Season
By Bonnie Beeson

If you like to sing Praise Songs and would like to be a
part of our team, come and join us on Wednesday,
September 6th, 6:00 pm in the sanctuary for our first
rehearsal. Our team is always looking for singers and
those individuals who play drums or guitar. We are a
very "laid back" group who enjoys praising the Lord
with the talents He has given to each of us.

Sewing Group Starts Sept. 22

By Jean Rubish

Sewing will start again on Thursday, September
22nd. If you are looking for a good cup of coffee &
some good natured banter come & join us on Thursdays. We start about 9 am & are through generally
around 2 or 2:30 pm.

Thank You from the Food Pantry...
Evergreen received this note from Lois Fenske,
Richland-Wilkin Food Pantry….“I can't thank you
enough for the phenomenal job you did cleaning the
Food Pantry yesterday! Please extend my thanks to all
the workers who came along.“
Volunteers at the Food Pantry were Roberta
Whitehead, Kay Nelson, Jeannie Osborn, Tom & Jan
Moore, and Wayne & Dianne Millar.

Monthly Offering
Totals for August
$13,987.16
Monthly Need:
$20,050.00
Noisy Bucket Offering: $75.00

55 jars of peanut putter were collected for the Food Pantry in August. Thank you!! Reminder for those donating
food items – please check the expiration dates. Items that
are near their expiration dates can not be used.
Mission Projects for the congregation to be involved in
during our Sunday of Service on August 20, 2017 were
highly successful. Approximately 100 health kits were assembled as well as many notes of encouragement written
to be mailed to missionaries; refrigerators were wiped
down, floors moped and the bathroom cleaned at the
Richland-Wilkin Food Pantry; bushes were expertly
trimmed at the front of the Church Building; shut-ins
were visited; and several people assisted in setting up the
pot-luck dinner and doing the dishes! Thank You to everyone for their participation. (See photos on page 1)
Something to look forward to on SEPTEMBER 12, 2017, at
6 pm, Gordon and Ardell Graner, missionaries from Dominican Republic have plans to make a presentation and
share a potluck meal at Evergreen.
The only ones among you who will be
truly happy are those who have sought
and found how to serve.

Our sympathy to Bonnie & Mike
Beeson on the recent death of
Bonnie’s sister, Uva Hahn, of Olivia,
MN

Sunday School Begins
9 am, Sunday, September 10
All Ages Welcome!

http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Sunday

Monday

3

4

9 am, Worship

LABOR DAY

10 am, Coffee

Church office
closed

10

11

Tuesday

5

Wednesday

7

Thursday

Friday
1

2

7

8

9

15

16

6 pm, Praise
Team Practice
7 pm, Choir Practice
12

13

14

6 pm, Potluck
Meal & presentation by Gordon &
Ardell Graner,
missionaries from
Dominican Republic.

6 pm, Praise
Team

7 pm, UMW
Meeting

19

20

21

22

9 AM, Sunday
School & Coffee

9:30 am, Hope
Circle

6 pm, Praise
Team

9 am, Sewing

10 am, Worship

1:30 pm, Sunshine Circle

7 pm, Choir

NEWSLETTER
ARTICLE
DEADLINE

26

27

28

29

12:30 pm, Newsletter Folding

9 am, Sewing

FALL
SCHEDULE
BEGINS
9 AM, Sunday
School Rally Day
& Coffee

Saturday

7 pm, Choir

UMW District Meeting 15-16
at Evergreen UMC

7 pm, Youth
Group

10 am, Worship
(noisy bucket)
17

18

24

25

9 AM, Sunday
School & Coffee

7 pm, Staff
Parish Meeting

10 am, Worship

23

7 pm, Youth
Group

6 pm, Praise
Team
7 pm, Choir
7 pm, Youth
Group

Saturday, November 18th
9:30 am - 11 am
Annual Charge Conference

30

Respond
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FROM: Bishop Bruce R. Ough

During the next two months you’re going to be asked to
volunteer and donate to Evergreen’s Fall Bazaar 2017.
Please give generously and respond with a “Can Do”
attitude when asked to sign up and participate. This is
UMW’s biggest fundraiser of the year with net proceeds
benefiting UMW Mission pledge commitments and the
General Fund of Evergreen UMC. This event is also a
wonderful opportunity to invite your friends and relatives
to our church for a lovely afternoon of delicious food, fine
fellowship, and fabulous shopping! You are needed to
make the Bazaar a success! Mark your calendar for
Saturday, October 21st.

The 2016 General Conference called upon
the Council of Bishops to guide The United
Methodist Church in finding a “way
forward” through the four-decade-long
divide we have had on the matter of
homosexuality. As a result, the Council
formed a Commission on a Way Forward
to assist the bishops with this task. The
Commission will make its final report to
the Council of Bishops in May, 2018 and the Council, in
turn, will make its recommendation to a called session of
the General Conference in February, 2019.

Special Thanks….from UBS

By Linda Bailey

Thank you to everyone who contributed in anyway to
making our blood drive at Evergreen UMC a success. Blood
products collected on August 21 totaled 51 with 31 products
collected on August 22. From United Blood Services “Thank
you for your dedication to building our community blood
supply.”

This Fall (September – November), I will be hosting 15
regional conversations across the Dakotas-Minnesota
Area regarding the Commission’s work. I am eager to (1)
keep you informed about their deliberations and progress
and, more significantly (2) gather your thoughts about a
way forward. I am interested, among other things, to
dialogue about how you see The United Methodist
Church remaining united in the presence of significant
cultural, regional and theological differences.
I look forward to this opportunity to engage in this
crucial conversation with you. I urge you to continue to
pray seeking God’s guidance and blessing for the
Commission and the Council.

Sunday, October 29 – 3:30-5:30 pm, at Fargo
Calvary (We will plan to carpool, contact Pastor Jen
or the church office to RSVP.)

Evergreen Staff 701-642-6202
Pastor:

Pastor Jen Tyler
evergreenpastor@702com.net

Administrative Asst: Julie McGovern
evergreenoffice@702com.net
Youth Ministry
Evergreen’s newest members Kay and Roger
Nelson.

Remember the Noisy Bucket
Offering!
Second Sunday of each
month.
Proceeds support the Three
Rivers Crisis Center - Kids
Connection.

Alicia Blaufuss
blaufua@fargo.k12.nd.us

Praise
Team
Practice
Wednesday Nights,
6:00 PM - Begins
September 6

Choir Practice:
Wednesday Nights, 7:00 PM
Begins September 6th

Pastoral Letter
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Pastor’s Ponderings
It was Friday night, and I lost track of time as we sat at the table long after our meal had finished. I was
busy reminiscing with a dear old friend whose sister was the bride at the wedding I would officiate the
next day.
I was busy gushing with joy about new life. Only 4 days earlier, my sister-in-law gave birth to my fourth
nephew, and I couldn’t wait to meet him. Even more: one of my best friends had given birth just hours
before. New life was all around me, and I couldn’t help but to tie it in to the new life to be found in the
new beginning this couple — and these families — were entering into.
My phone was on silent, so if I hadn’t had it out to show off pictures of these beautiful new babies, I
probably wouldn’t have even noticed it ringing. I look down and think, “There’s only one reason the funeral home calls on a Friday night…” Sure enough: a community member had unexpectedly passed
away. Would I be able to meet with the family to help them plan (and then to preside over) a memorial
service? I didn’t hesitate, of course. My answer was what it always is, when I can: Yes, absolutely.
The circle of life, I think.
All around us, we are gearing up for a new season. We have new babies in our congregation. We are
starting new school years as students, faculty, and staff. We are dreading the closing of our lake cabins
for the season. Wherever we are in life or amidst the eleven decades of life represented in our church,
we are familiar with the ebb and flow of seasons: of endings and new beginnings. Of all life has to offer
with life, and with death; with suffering, and with joy. Many of these we experienced this summer. For
some of us, maybe even just this week.
All of this comes together, inviting us to pause, and to consider: as life could come and go so quickly,
and without notice… what legacy do you want to leave? What joy do you want to embrace today, in order to pass it on to the generations behind you?
You’ve probably heard me say it before (and you’ll probably hear me say it again): I believe that we are
all created in God’s image, each with our own sets of gifts, and all of us with a unique and individual calling unlike any other. What is your calling? Who has God created you to be?
This fall, we’re going to kick off our new season by reflecting on these questions, as were outlined in our
children’s Vacation Bible School (VBS) lessons. When this new Sermon Series begins on our Rally Day
(September 10), we will explore the themes of how God creates (us and all that is around us), God is
with us and loves us, and God has made us for a reason.
My hope is that together, we will embark on this new season by reflecting on
the journey we are on as individuals, and as a church. A church, that is, that is
called to live out our faith and our discipleship not for our sake, and not for the
sake of growing or having more people in our pews — but for the sake, of God,
and God’s kingdom, as together we seek to share the love and joy that is a
deeper, more meaningful connection to God — our Creator, and Redeemer,
and Sustainer.
Thanks be to God.
Pastor Jen
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Show Your Evergreen Spirit!
By Nancy Richels

We are excited to announce that you
will have the opportunity to order
sweatshirts, t-shirts and polos featuring
the Evergreen UMC emblem in
September. Orders will be taken on
September 10 and 17 before and after
the church service or you may contact
the church office by September 20th.
Polos, hooded sweatshirts, crew
sweatshirts and t-shirts are available in
green or black. Payment is due at the
time of the order. Prices are as follows:
t-shirts, $10.00, crewneck sweatshirts,
$18.00, hooded sweatshirts $25.00 and
polo shirts, $22.50. This is a fun way to
show our unity and pride in our church!

