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Gordon & Ardell Graner Share at Evergreen

Gordon and Ardell Graner were here the evening of September 12 to share about their mission in the
Dominican Republic. We had a potluck and many people attended to share a meal and listen and learn.
The Graner’s exude a joy for the people they work with and an excitement for the successes of their
mission. It was a wonderful evening.

Benny Lutgen was baptized by Pastor Jen on

Our Sunday School shared songs during worship

Sunday, Sept. 24. Parents are Bryan & Sarah

on September 24.

Lutgen.

Daylight saving time ends – remember to fall back on Nov. 4
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Youth News

Evergreen United Methodist Church
By Alicia Blaufuss

Youth group started up on September 13th and is back in full swing! We
have started a new curriculum, and so far it has been very successful
and FUN! With this curriculum, we will be diving in week by week and
eventually make it through the entire Bible. You may have heard the
haikus we wrote during our exploration of creation (Genesis 1 & 2).
Some of the youth weren't too excited that we were working on an
"English" project, but I think we can all agree that they ended up being
entertaining and fun to write.
One activity we have to look forward to is Zoo Boo on
Monday, October 30th. Youth group will be setting up a
booth for the 2nd year in a row, and our costume
theme will be "Christmas" (think Mary & Joseph, elves,
and everything in between!). More details will be given
at youth group meetings in the next few weeks.
There will be NO YOUTH GROUP on OCTOBER 4TH due
to Pastor Jen and myself being out of town. Youth group will resume at
7pm on October 11th, which will be my last night.

Christian Education Happenings
By Becky Dockter
Sunday School is back in full swing for both children and adults. The first
few weeks of children's Sunday School were spent building on lessons
we learned during Maker Fun Factory VBS. We are happy to welcome
some new faces, as well as those who have joined us in previous
years! Several people are again helping to lead Sunday School by taking
turns with lessons. What a wonderful group of kids with which God has
blessed our church!

Christmas Kids Project Coming Soon
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By Fern Bailey
Shoppers are needed for the Christmas Kid's Project. A shopper contacts
an assigned family in October to see what outer clothing needs they
might have for children. Shoppers meet Oct. 16 at 7 pm to receive their
family information. If you aren't interested in being a shopper, you can
make cash donations to the project, or shop for a toy. Sign-up sheets
will be upcoming. If you have questions, call Fern Bailey 701-642-8308
or 640-1640 (cell) or Julie McGovern at the church office.

Website:
www.evergreenumc.com
Facebook:
Wahpeton Evergreen UMC
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By Denise Eastin

In September, UMW members gathered for our general meeting in which we nominated and elected UMW officers
for 2018. A big Thank You goes out to all who served in the past year as well as welcomed the newly elected/reelected for next year. A complete list of their names and offices will be listed in the newsletter after installation of
officers in November. Mary Schradick's program for the evening was a 'book report' on Our Rights, one of the books
on the UMW Reading Program. The book is a collection of short stories highlighting the rights and hopes of women
and youth.
LaRae Gripentrog was recognized as our Jewel of a Woman. Congratulations LaRae and
Thank You for all you do and have done to inspire our participation in UMW, our Church, and
our Community. LaRae was acknowledged with other Jewel of a Woman honorees at the
Northeast District Meeting in September. We will honor her again during UMW Sunday early
next year.
The next general meeting of UMW will be Thursday, November 9 th at 7pm. Lois Berndt will
be present the program, entitled “Refreshing Ourselves”. Hope Circle will host.
The countdown to Bazaar 2017 is on! It’s Saturday, October 21st from 10:30am to 1:30pm. Please add your name
to the lists of ‘Items Needed’ and ‘Volunteers Needed’ in the narthex. This yearly fundraiser is our opportunity/
challenge to raise money for our UMW Mission Pledge ($3200), plus add to the General Fund of Evergreen UMC. We
have a blessed reputation of offering a welcoming atmosphere to the Community for a pleasant afternoon of dining,
fellowship, and shopping. Traditionally, we’ll be offering our famous Chicken Huntington with tasty sides as well as
BBQ.
Our Bake Sale is always successful, along
with our home made canned jams, jellies,
candies, etc. We welcome all of your efforts.
It’s been noted that perhaps 80% of your
*Denotes anniversaries
tasty homemade items are scooped up in the
first 20 minutes of Bazaar!
2-Bob Spenst
23-Arlyn Johnson
We are absolutely over the moon that
3-Sherri Metcalf
23-Jim Walter
Donuts will be offered for sale this year. To
3-Daryl & Kathy Johnson*
24-Guy Whitehead
participate in donut making, sign up in the
4-James Harty
24- Emily Parnell
Narthex. You can be assured of having fun
6-Myar Oltman
25-Tiana Bohn
creating, and bagging the mouth-watering
9-Merle & Jean Rubish*
27-Sydney Johnson
delights that draw so many people to our
Bazaar.
10-Keira Johnson
28-Cicely Biel
There will be Sewn Creations and Crafts for 13-Justin Biel
29-Jessica Faul
sale. Also, we’ll offer a Grandma’s Attic sell14-Kiara Bassingthwaite
30-Natalie McPherson
ing gently used decorative and household
16-Lura Johnson
31-Joe Metcalf
items. As of this writing, we’re hoping to se31-Cheryl Kelsey
cure the talents of Marjo Johnson to thought- 16-Sandy Olson
19-Matt Dassenko
31-Hamid Agayev
fully create a pleasant shopping display for
our Bazaar patrons. Items will be sold on a
21-Marlys Gira
Free Will Offering basis.
21-Mark & Lenore Stevens*
(*) Denotes anniversaries
All of us, working together, are needed to 22-Jean Rubish
make the Bazaar a success! Please keep the
Bazaar in your prayers. Thank You!

Evergreen Celebrates September
Birthdays and Anniversaries
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Electronic Giving is a
convenient, consistent way
to help our church year
round.
Consider scheduling a recurring electronic
contribution today. It’s easy! You will no longer
need to write out checks and prepare envelopes
every week. Even when travel, illness or other
circumstances prevent you from attending
services, your electronic contributions will
continue to be received on an uninterrupted
basis. Information will be shared during our
upcoming October Stewardship Campaign.
Our sympathy of Colin & Linda
Bailey and family and Harris &
Fern Bailey and family on the
September 14 death of their sister,
Mary Ellen Bailey, Tucson, AZ

Monthly Offering
Totals for September:
$14, 523.25
Monthly Need:
$19,002.00
Noisy Bucket Offering: $87.88

Sunday, November 5 is
All Saints’ Day!
Join us for All Saints’ Day worship,
as we come together to celebrate
and honor the saints who have
passed on in the last year with a
time of prayer, thanksgiving, and
candle-lighting. We will also share
in the sacrament of Holy
Communion.
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“Kid-Friendly” Soups Needed for
October “One Thing”
189 Items Collected in August
By Jan Moore
For the Back Pack Program, during October, we are
asked to donate 10.5 oz. CANS of “KID FRIENDLY”
SOUP. Look for totes in the Fellowship Hall for your donation.
Donations for last month include: 140 fruit cups; 12 applesauce cups; 4 pudding cups; 20 jars of peanut butter
4 boxes of macaroni & cheese, and 9 ramen noodle
packets. Also twenty (20) pounds of food was donated
to the Richland-Wilkin Food Pantry. Thank you to all for
your generous donations.
During our Mission Sunday, we assembled 103
HEALTH KITS. In the aftermath of the hurricanes that
have ravaged many islands as well as Texas and Florida we asked for donations of assembled Health Kits.
117 total Health Kits were delivered to the drop off point
this month. Thank you to all who were able to help.
Gordon and Ardell Graner were here the evening of
September 12 to share about their mission in the
Dominican Republic. We had a potluck and many
people attended to share a meal and listen and learn.
The Graner’s exude a joy for the people they work with
and an excitement for the successes of their mission. It
was a wonderful evening.
Remember the KIDS COUNT MIRACLE OFFERING
challenge made by Bruce Ough, Resident Bishop of the
Dakotas-Minnesota Episcopal Area. This challenge has
two parts:
1) a cash offering goal has been set at $100,000 of
which 80% will go to support church-school partnerships and 20% will go to help our new churches
send children and youth to camp; and
2) a pledge to volunteer in service to the children in our
communities of 10,000 volunteer hours. Churches
will be asked to report on their volunteer efforts
throughout the next year. Evergreen Missions Committee has set our volunteer hours at 400 hours and
will be posting a thermometer on the bulletin board
in the Fellowship Hall to monitor our success.
Please keep track of hours you donate to help out in
any events with/for children. We already donate
hours to packing backpacks! Look for any opportunities. We will ask periodically.
The only ones among you who will be truly happy are those
who have sought and found how to serve.
-Albert Schweitzer

http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Sunday

Monday

1

2

9 am, Sunday
School & Coffee

6:30 pm, Worship Committee

Tuesday

3

10 am, Worship,
World Communion
8

Wednesday

4

5

6 pm, Praise Team

9 am, Sewing

7 pm, Choir

6:30 pm, Music
Ministry Mtg.

No Youth Group

9

(Noisy Buckets)

Thursday

10

11

12

7 pm, Joy Circle

6 pm, Praise Team

9 am, Sewing

9 am, Sunday
School & Coffee

6 pm, Confirmation
7 pm, Choir

10 am, Worship,
Bishop Ough

7 pm, Youth Group

16

17

18

19

9 am, Sunday
School & Coffee

7 pm, Christmas
Kids Shoppers
meeting

9:30 am, Hope
Circle

6 pm, Praise Team
6 pm, Confirmation
7 pm, Choir
7 pm, Youth Group

7 pm, Staff
Parish Meeting

Bazaar Note:
Grocery items
needed

22

1:30 pm,
Sunshine Circle
Bazaar Note:
Craft items
needed

23

24

9 am, Sunday
School & Coffee

30

Stewardship
Sunday

ZooBoo @
Chahinkapa
Zoo

3:30-5:30 pm,
Meeting w/
Bishop@ Fargo
Calvary

7
UMW Annual Meeting - Aberdeen

13

14

20

21

25

26

6 pm, Praise Team

9 am, Sewing

Fall Bazaar
Bazaar Note:
Bring Bake Sale
Items
27

10:30 am to
1:30 pm

28
Newsletter
Article
Deadline

No Confirmation or
YF this week

29

10 am, Worship

Bazaar Note:
Bring Bake Sale
Items

7 pm, Choir

10 am, Worship

9 am, Sunday
School & Coffee

Bazaar Note: Take
& Bake order
deadline

6

Saturday

Bazaar Note:
Begin bringing
items for
Grandma’s Attic

15

10 am, Worship

Friday

31

Nov. 1

Nov. 2

12:30 pm, NL Folding

9 am, Sewing

6 pm, Praise Team
6 pm, Confirmation
7 pm, Choir

9 am, UMW
Executive Mtg.

Nov. 3

Nov. 4
Remember to
turn your clocks
back 1 hour

Respond
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Fall Bazaar 2017
Saturday, October 21st
10:30 am - 1:30 pm
Workers Wanted - Food Wanted
Shoppers Wanted
October is upon us! Such an exciting month this will be, highlighted with our fabulous Fall Bazaar. We all
look forward to welcoming the Community into our church for an afternoon of dining, shopping, and fellowship. You are all encouraged ... men, women, and teens alike, to participate and take pleasure in practicing the
hospitality that will make our Bazaar Day a successful church event. Chicken Huntington and BBQ will once again
be on the menu as well as all the tasty fixings you've come to enjoy. The 8" x 8" Chicken Huntington 'Take and
Bake' will be on sale for $12. To ensure availability, please order by Wednesday, October 18th by calling either
Fern Bailey 642-8308 or the Church Office 642-6202.
Sign Up sheets for Food Items Needed, Pies Needed, and Bazaar Workers Needed will be posted at
church. Please add your name to the lists. Donated grocery items should be delivered to the church by Sunday
the 15th. Baked pies for the luncheon should be delivered by Saturday morning, the 21st. We would like your
baked and canned goods and any fresh produce for Grandma's Pantry by Thursday the 19th or Friday the
20th. (Please be sure to label the contents of your delicious treats. If you wish to suggest a price for your donations, please attach a sticky note or tape a note to your creation.)
Items you'd like to donate to Grandma's Attic (no clothes, please) can be brought in starting October 12th
to the office by the south door. This year we ask that you limit your donations to 6 items or less. Donations will
be sold on a Free-Will basis. If you have questions about donations to Grandma's Attic or questions about the Bazaar in general, please contact Fern Bailey.
Please have all sewn or crafted donations to the church by Tuesday the 17th, if possible. We're anxious to
see your handiwork!
Our Fall Bazaar benefits many mission projects around the world as well as right here in our community. We hope that you will include the Bazaar in your prayers.
Our flyers are ready for distribution and can be picked up at the church. Please think about where you
might personally post a flyer ... at work, your apartment, your bank, area stores, the laundromat, etc. Advertising
gets results! Most businesses have been more than gracious in allowing us to place a flyer on the wall or bulletin
board. And don't forget to tell your friends,
neighbors, and relatives about the
Bazaar.
Thank you for all your help!
2017 Bazaar Committee
Remember the Noisy
Bucket Offering!
Second Sunday of each
month.
Proceeds support the Three
Rivers Crisis Center - Kids
Connection.

Praise
Team
Practice
Wednesday Nights,
6:00 PM

Choir Practice:
Wednesdays @ 7:00 PM

Pastoral Letter
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Pastor’s Ponderings
October is always a month that invites reflection for me. It is a time of changing seasons that can’t be
missed as the temperatures drop, the harvest is running at full speed, and the colors around us are
changing at a pace we can’t keep up with.
It’s also been a time of transition in my own life, as each year at this time I find myself reflecting on the
significant ways my life changed in October of 2009, when I was first sent out as a missionary to South
Africa.
8 years later (6 years after my return), part of me is still homesick for this foreign land I came to call
home. I long for the food, the smells, the diversity, the languages, and the simple, far more relaxed ways
of living and being. More than that, of course, I also miss the people I came to call family, and the beloved people I got to be in ministry with. Yet I am sure that today, I am not called to be there, but to be
here, in this time and place.
As I reflect on the ways my life has changed over these past 8 years, I cannot help but to wonder how it
will continue to change in the 8 (or 88) years to come. To reflect on the ways God has been — and will
be — at work in, through, and around my life. To marvel at that which has been accomplished, and to be
humbled by the times I know I have fallen short of the potential to which God has called me.
In many ways, these reflections prepare me for the coming of a new year that is drawing near. They also
invite me not to get ahead of myself, but instead, to focus on being present in this moment. In this place.
What, I wonder, is currently right in front of me, that I will come to reflect on and miss in years to come?
What gifts has God placed right in front of us, that we won’t even realize we have, until they have both
come, and gone?
As the seasons change and things are made new as we move into the fall season, I am reminded of the
words of 2 Corinthians 5:17, which reads:
“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation; everything old has passed away; see everything
has become new!”
When I read these words, I am reminded that moving into a season of newness requires not just the excitement and joy of something new — but also the presence, awareness, wisdom, and sometimes grief
of letting go of the old things. Yet with God, the newness that is being created all around us all the time is
good.
It makes me wonder, as the leaves change colors and begin to fall from the trees… what is it you might
need to let go of, in order to make space for that new things God is doing in and around you? How might
God be preparing you, from the inside out, for that which lies ahead?
All around us, God is doing new things. Incredible things. Life-giving things.
Surprising things. How is God inviting you to become new, as we enter this
new season?
On the journey together,
Pastor Jen
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