Evergreen United Methodist Church
1120 Evergreen Court, Wahpeton, ND 58075
701-642-6202
pastor@evergreenumc.com office@evergreenumc.com
May, 2020

Evergreen UMC Members and
Friends,
Our buildings are closed and all in
person gatherings including worship
are suspended until further notice.
Please join us for online worship via
our Facebook Page (https://
www.facebook.com/EvergreenUMC), or
on our YouTube Channel (https://
tinyurl.com/EUMCYouTube — please
subscribe if you haven’t yet!),
To accompany our shift to online
worship, we have also updated our
giving options, you can now give online
through our website
(www.evergreenumc.com/#/welcome/
give) or through the mail (use the
enclosed envelope).
For those who do not have access
to FB or YouTube we have printed
copies of weekly sermons that we
would be happy to mail to you each
week. Just contact the office and let us
know you’d like to receive them. (701642-6202)

Card Shower/Zoom “Open House” for Pastor Jen
Pastor Jen Tyler will be
leaving Evergreen the beginning
of June and heading to her new
appointment in Watertown, SD
During this time of social
distancing it will be impossible to
have a farewell time with her in
person. A decision has been made to have a card shower for
Pastor Jen. This will be your opportunity to express your
sentiments and what her leadership has meant to you. Send
your cards to:
Pastor Jen Tyler
1415 Ave. A,
Wahpeton, ND 58075
Pastor Jen has also set up Zoom “Open House” (drop-in)
meetings (to say goodbye to folks). They have the same link
and will be scheduled for these times:
June 2: 11am-1pm
June 3: 4-6pm
Join Zoom Meeting:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84508337023
Join us by phone:
+1 651 372 8299 US
Meeting ID: 845 0833 7023
Pastor Jen's last service with us will be June 7th.

Congratulations, Graduating Seniors!
Nick Bladow, son of Darwin & Kim Bladow
Aaron Bohn, son of Justin & Tiana Bohn
Brianna Davis, daughter of Ben & Anita Boatright
Rylan Harty son of James & Jessica Harty and Melissa & Tom Birnbaum
Brady Sande, son of Dawn Wells & Greg Sande
Draven Schillinger, son of Kristina McGovern & Shannon Schillinger

Page 2

Evergreen United Methodist Church

Prayer Concerns at Evergreen

Our Sympathy

Please contact the office to have names added and/or
removed from our prayer concerns list.

Our sympathy the family
of Jane Miller. Jane died
April 21. A private family
service was held.

Please pray for:
Phyllis Schmidt, Renee Rohman, Harriet Fleenor, Barb
Foote, Linda McDougall, Merle Rubish, Marlys
Phillips, Alta Lehmann, Kermith Krueger, Bob Spenst,
Fay Woy, Donna Stone, Cheryl Holding Eagle, Bernice
Oliver, Jim Stone, Yelena Arutyunov, Gloria Plummer,
David Gripentrog, Randy Rittenour (Richardson’s sonin-law), Paula Frazier (Pam Nagel’s sister), Duren
Moffet (Don’s brother), Shelly Muerer (Rich/
Margaret Johnson’s niece), Paul Frazier (Pam Nagel’s
brother-in-law)
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Do you need a face
mask? Some of our
church members have
been sewing cloth
masks. Please contact
the church office if
you are in need of one
701-642-6202.

Remember Mother’s Day: Sunday, May 10

Evergreen Celebrates May
Birthdays and Anniversaries
*Denotes anniversaries
3. Jen Tyler
4. Jan Moore
7. Keven Krueger
7. Aubree Lutgen
8. Nick Bladow
8. Duane Werner
8. Brady Sande
9. Wayne & Dianne Millar*
10. Trisha Levery
10. Darwin & Kim Bladow*
10. Benjamin Lutgen
11. Paul & Renee Drewlow*
12. John & Denise Eastin*
13. John Dassenko
15. Fern Bailey
16. Bill Jongbloed
16. Patti Porter

16. Wayne & Lori Mohs*
18. Janet Dotzenrod
18. Amanda Jaixen
19. Dale Poppen
19. Hattie Dockter
20. Tom Moore
22. Cliff Draeger
25. Carol Abbott
25. Colin Olson
27. Damian Bailey
28. Wayne Gripentrog
28. Elliott Stone

Monthly Offering
Through April 26:
$37,217.50
Monthly Need:
$20,373.00
Thank you so much for your
generosity. We encourage you to
continue to support Evergreen
UMC via mail or online giving.

Calendar Items for May
Sundays:
Online Worship at 10 am
May 19, Tuesday
7 pm, Staff-Parish Meeting

Pastoral Letter
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Nothing in our world is as it seems. Even as I write this, there is talk about more businesses opening
and dreams of life returning to “normal” — but our normal has shifted. Nothing is really as it seems.
Some among us feel this more than others. Not just with our jobs changing and our daily routines
looking so different… but also with some of what is happening around us. For example: my favorite
month is the month of May because it is usually a time of celebration. It usually kicks off for me with
birthday celebrations, then moves on to Mother’s Day, and before we know it, we are surrounded by the
joy and celebration of graduations all around us!
This year, for the first time in many, I was looking forward to my own graduation, too. After a couple of
years of hard work, I am finally finishing my MBA (Masters in Business Administration with a focus in
Strategic Leadership) from Dakota Wesleyan University. The graduation ceremony scheduled for May 3
has been canceled, though. Which is probably for the best, since I wouldn’t be able to travel anyway…
and I wouldn’t recommend such large crowds gathering.
Even so… that doesn’t make it sting any less, or feel any less surreal. After years of hard work, our
graduates have (rightfully!) looked forward to the celebrations and accolades, only to get here, and
realize… this abrupt ending was not what we had hoped for, and it doesn’t look like we hoped it would.
Yes, sure… the results are the same. The diplomas and degrees will look the same, and will offer the
same credentials. But they don’t feel the same. and that grief can be real.
And I’m here to say: that’s okay. AND — I’m sorry.
I’m sorry for all that our high school and college graduates are missing, especially. For the memories
you longed to make, the “lasts” you never got to have, and for the crowds who don’t get to gather to
celebrate with you.
I’m sorry for the moments in all of our lives that are lackluster and falling short of everything we have
hoped for. I’m sorry for the times we don’t get to gather to celebrate, to grieve, and to support one
another. I’m sorry for the realization that as I prepare to move in just over a month, I won’t get to see
most of you in person again. I won’t get to give you hugs and tell you all the reasons I have loved
getting to be your pastor.
Some of these things are really hard, as they are not what we hoped for or imagined. Which is why I
want to say that whatever challenges you are facing, things you are grieving, or circumstances you’re
living that make your life a little harder right now: it’s okay to name it. To say that life is really hard right
now, and you wish it were different. Because life doesn’t look like we hoped it would for any of us right
now, and that’s ok.
Even still, I hope you will know: we really are in this together. We really do long to support and
encourage and pray with one another — even if we have to do so in new and creative ways.

So as we keep our safe distances, worship online, and continue to conduct
meetings via Zoom, I hope you’re looking for moments to support one another, to
reach out and offer a word of encouragement to someone in need, and to join
me in going out of our way to make those otherwise hoped-for celebrations extra
special (by sending cards and sending well wishes to those who are missing the
usual markers of milestones, be it birthdays, graduations, or something else).
Friends, we are in this together… and I am grateful. It’s a blessing to be in
ministry with you.
Pastor Jen Tyler
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By Kay Nelson

Greetings, United Methodist Women! I pray that you are calling on God, the Father, Christ, His Son, and the Holy
Spirit, our Comforter, to sustain and bless you in these troubling days. It is a little harder to be a blessing to others
now but the world is now more in need of Christ. Go be his feet and hands and serve our risen Lord.
The UMW general meeting and all Circle meetings for May have been cancelled.
Our Mission U, scheduled for July 15-17 at Jamestown University has been cancelled because of the virus. But we
have a wonderful opportunity to explore one of the studies that was to be offered this year "Finding Peace in an
Anxious World". How appropriate is this for a study at this time. The "Finding Peace in an Anxious World" study will
not be offered in 2021.
Pastor Michelle Brennan with Jamestown First UMC, who was scheduled to lead this study at Mission U, is putting
together a 6-week live stream spiritual growth study based on "Finding Peace in an Anxious World”. Beginning
Thursday, April 16 at 7:30 PM the study will be live streamed and also posted on Jamestown First's YouTube site.
Here is a link for easy access to the YouTube feed: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCAFQ7g562RzhqJFmKRmjEkQ/feed You can click in and join either live on Thursday evening or at another time
when it is more convenient. Each week for about 20 minutes Pastor Michelle will share information and thoughts,
and propose ways to address anxiety in our current time. Key to the study will be the Serenity Prayer. Because
discussion is a large part of any study, and because social distancing prohibits gathering in person, consider finding a
"telephone discussion buddy" to share with between sessions. It will also be helpful to have a pen and notebook
handy to jot down notes and questions for discussion with your buddy.
Our spring bake sale is cancelled. However, we would ask you to consider a bakeless bake sale to fund our
mission emphasis. Make your checks out to EUMW and send them to Dianne Millar or the church with a note of
designation.

