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Congregational Care Team Commissioning
Congregation Care Ministry
by Linda Bailey
This ministry of care is designed to connect our church family with lay persons
who work alongside Pastor Jen to provide
assistance/support in times of special
need, crisis or transition.
During the last months, Pastor Jen has led
several selected members of our congregation in a training based on a model of
care ministry started by Adam Hamilton,
founding pastor of the United Methodist
church of the Resurrection in Kansas.
The training is designed to equip participants with the skills/tools to listen, visit, comfort, encourage - all under the umbrella of prayer.
The congregational care ministry’s mission is to provide ongoing expressions of love, compassion and prayer
to persons within the congregation, and to respond to special needs through offers of direct assistance or
referrals to local resources.
Special tasks may include assistance with meals, transportation or member visits.
These needs may be identified through prayer requests, referrals to Pastor Jen, or direct contact with a member of the congregational care team: Bonnie Anderson, Linda Bailey, George & Alinda Bassingthwaite, Tiana
Bohn or Renee Rohman.
In 1 Thessalonians 2:8, scripture tells us “We were glad to share not only God’s good news with you but also
our very lives because we cared for you so much.”
We are grateful to serve through this compassionate ministry trusting in God’s healing grace and love.

Remember Mother’s Day: Sunday, May 13
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Adult Sunday School Announcement
By Jean Freden
Thank you to all of you who participated in the Adult
Sunday School Class. A big thanks to all of you who
prepared and presented the lessons each week.
The class will not meet in May but will resume again in
September.

Children’s Ministry

By Becky Dockter

We are winding down another Sunday School year
this month! Thank you to Jenny Schmitt, Bonnie
Anderson, Trisha Levery, Deb Moomjian, and Alicia
Blaufuss for helping our kids to learn to follow Jesus! Also a big thanks to Sandy Olson for leading the
music time each Sunday. Our last day of Sunday
School will be Mother’s Day, May 13th.
Evergreen will be hosting a community Vacation Bible
School this year in partnership with Breckenridge
UMC, Bethel Lutheran, and Breckenridge Lutheran
churches. It will be held at Evergreen July 23-26 in
the evenings. There is a sign-up for volunteers at the
church, and we need volunteers for kitchen help,
crew leaders, station leaders, etc. Please consider
helping out so we can make this a success! We are
hoping to attract around 100 kids which would make
it a wonderfully fun experience to learn God’s Word!

Did you know...
Monday, April 23 marked 50 years since The United
Methodist Church came to be via a merge of the
Evangelical United Bretheren Church and The Methodist
Church.
Sunday, April 22, we celebrated this milestone during
our 10am worship. We had stories, God-sightings,
photos, and a focus (an INVITATION!) of looking
FORWARD. Together, we reflect on where we have
come from, as we anticipate where we are going.

Congratulations, Graduating Seniors!
Please join us on Sunday morning, May 13th, when we honor our High
School graduates.
Xander Bohn, son of Justin & Tiana Bohn
Aaron Deike, son of Harlan & Tammy Deike
Rhaeghn Gripentrog, daughter to Wayne & Rhonda Gripentrog
Blaine Harty son of James & Jessica Harty and Tom & Melissa Birnbaum
Hunter Rittenour, son of Michael & Susan Rittenour
Samantha Turley, daughter of Amy Green & Michael Foster

Our sympathy to Grace
Ehlers on the death of her
son Bruce. A celebration of
his life is being held on
Sunday, May 6, 2-4 pm, at
Hughes Shelter in
Wahpeton.

Care
http://www.evergreenumc.com

Evergreen United Methodist Church

UMW News and Announcements

Page 3

By Denise Eastin

"Sacred Spaces: Encounters with God and Neighbor"
Our Spring Bake Sale is almost upon us – Saturday, May 5th from 9 to 11am. There’s been
some good sales on baking supplies recently, so here’s hoping you were able to take advantage and
will be donating your creations to this UMW fundraising event. Please label your baked goods/candy/
jams & jellies/snack treats and leave them in the Fellowship Hall with a suggested price attached,
starting on Friday, the 4th. Your generous donations have resulted in great success the past two
years. The monies raised from sales and free will offerings from coffee and rolls went directly toward UMW mission projects.
Love Ribbons will be available before church service on Mother’s Day, May 13th. For a donation of
$1, you can show your appreciation and love for the women (and men) in your life, with the ultimate
goal of benefiting women and children’s mission projects right here, in the Dakota’s Conference.
The UMW Prayer Vigil II is scheduled for May 15th. The prayer focus is International Day of Families (www.un.org/en/events/familyday). Their website reports: “The UN, in its drive to celebrate the
most human concepts ... It doesn’t matter what you consider to be family, or whether it’s seen as
‘traditional’ or not – after all, the UN wants to ‘promote awareness’ of the importance of Family”.
Our next general meeting of UMW will be held Thursday, May 10th at 7pm. Alinda Bassingthwaite
will present the program entitled, “Sacred Space of Nurturing”. Hope Circle will provide refreshments.

May Circle Meetings
May 8, Tuesday, 6:30 pm, Joy Circle
Potluck (note time change this month)
May 15, Tuesday, 9:30 am, Hope Circle
May 15, Tuesday, 1:30 pm, Sunshine
Circle

The UMW has
cards for sale in
the Fellowship
Hall. Boxed cards
range in price
from $5-$7.
Individual cards
are also available for sale ($.50). Proceeds
go to mission projects.

Evergreen Celebrates May
Birthdays and Anniversaries
*Denotes anniversaries
3. Jen Tyler
4. Jan Moore
7. Keven Krueger
7. Aubree Lutgen
8. Duane Werner
8. Brady Sande
9. Wayne & Dianne Millar*
10. Trisha Levery
10. Benjamin Lutgen
11. Paul & Renee Drewlow*
12. John & Denise Eastin*
13. John Dassenko
15. Fern Bailey
16. Bill Jongbloed
16. Patti Porter

16. Wayne & Lori Mohs*
18. Amanda Jaixen
19. Dale Poppen
19. Hattie Dockter
20. Tom Moore
20. Mya Kratcha
22. Cliff Draeger
25. Carol Abbott
25. Colin Olson
27. Damian Bailey
28. Wayne Gripentrog
28. Elliott Stone
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Youth News

Monday, April 30 — Final (extended!)
deadline to sign up for the mission trip
Wednesday, May 9 — Our FINAL Wednesday
night youth group of the (school) year. Join us on
this celebratory night of fun (and food!).
Sunday, May 13 — Graduation Sunday! We
will be celebrating all of our graduating seniors,
inviting them to share with us their future plans.
Come celebrate with us!
We have learned a lot this year as we have
started walking through some of the key stories of
the Bible, working our way from Genesis to Judges
so far. We will continue to connect over the
summer months as we have our area (to Fargo!)
mission trip with youth from across the Dakotas.
We also hope to plan social events to stay
connected throughout the summer — stay tuned

By Jan Moore

Individual Oatmeal Packets Needed
for May “One Thing”
514 Granola Bars &
2 Peanut Butter Collected in April

It has been another great year with
Evergreen’s Youth Group! We continue to meet
every Wednesday night at 7pm in Zion Chapel. As
we draw near to the end of the school year, here
are some dates to take note of:
Sunday, April 29 — Confirmation Sunday!
Come support this year’s confirmation class as they
profess their faith and join as full members of
Evergreen UMC!

May, 2018

The Back Pack Project is always in need of donations. In August 2013, the Missions Committee
embraced the idea of “One Thing” which represents the collection of one designated item each month
for a worthwhile cause. Our main goal since the conception of the idea has been to collect food items that are
used during the school year in the Back Pack Project. This
program sends easy to fix food items home with grade
school age children each Friday to supplement their diets
for the weekends when they do not receive school meals.
Look for the totes in the Fellowship Hall for your donation.
During the month of MAY the “ONE
THING” collection is:
INDIVIDUAL OATMEAL PACKETS
Thank you to everyone who has helped
with donations to the Back Pack Project,
during the month of April, we collected
514 granola/cereal bars. Thank you for your support of
this ministry!!
Evergreen collect donations amounting to $465 for The
Richland-Wilkin Relay for Life (American Cancer Society)
which was held Saturday, April 14, 2018. We truly are a
church of action, thank you for your support in the fight
against cancer.

Congratulations and welcome
to Evergreen’s newest
member Samantha Turley
(right) she was baptized by
Pastor Jen on Sunday, April 8.
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Sunday
April 29

Monday
April 30

Tuesday
1

Wednesday

Thursday

2

3

Confirmation

6 pm, Praise Team

9 am, Sewing Day

9 am Children’s
Sunday School &
Coffee
10 am, Worship

7 pm, Last Choir
Practice

Friday
4

Saturday
5
Bake Sale
Rolls & Coffee
9 - 11 am

7 pm, Youth Group

6:30 pm, Financial Peace
6

7

9 am, Children’s
Sunday School &
Coffee

8

9

10

11

12

6:30 pm, Joy
Circle (potluck)

6 pm, Praise Team

9 am, Sewing Day

7 pm, Youth Group

7 pm, UMW Meeting

15

16

17

18

19

9 am, Sewing Day

Newsletter article
deadline

24

25

10 am, Worship

13

14

9:30 am, Hope
Circle
1:30 pm, Sunshine Circle

9 am, Children’s
Sunday School &
Coffee
10 am, Worship,
Graduate recognition
20

21

22

9 am, Coffee

12:30 pm, Newsletter folding

10 am, Worship

27

23

28

9 am, Coffee

29

30

31

Evergreen UMC - 701-642-6202

10 am, Worship

Jen Tyler, Pastor evergreenpastor@702com.net
Church Office
Closed

Julie McGovern, Administrative Asst. evergreenoffice@702com.net

26

Respond
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Easter
Morning
April 1
Summer Schedule
Begins June 3rd
9 am, Worship Service
10 am, Coffee Time

Easter Morning, April 1

Pastoral Letter
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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This past year, I had the privilege of being a part of the 12th cohort of Lewis Fellows through
Wesley Theological Seminary (a United Methodist seminary in Washington, DC). The Lewis
Fellows program is a year-long post-graduate leadership development program for clergy serving across the United States.
Throughout the year, our cohort met in various locations (Kansas City, KS; Ft. Lauderdale, FL;
and Washington, D.C.) to explore themes of effective leadership. Our readings and conversations were a gift to me, proving helpful and directly applicable to the ones we’re having here at
Evergreen. Topics included (but were not limited to) themes of evaluating mission and vision,
congregational culture, and developing and evaluating fruitfulness. I have been grateful for all I
have learned along the journey, and for the opportunity to be a part of this program.
Last week was the final gathering of this Lewis Fellows cohort, and it has left me thinking about
the gift of continuing education. As leaders in our church, community, and world, I believe we
are all called to be learning and seeking growth in various places of our lives. For some of us,
formal education is the best way to do this. For others, it looks like taking part in small groups,
engaging in conversations with people who think differently than we do, or learning new skill
sets. All around us every day are opportunities to learn, to grow, and to become more faithful
stewards of the gifts God has entrusted to us.
This invites us to wonder: what gifts has God given you, that you may be called to share with
our community, country, and world? Romans 12:6 tells us, “We have gifts that differ according
to the grace given to us…” While the Apostle Paul goes on in this passage to offer examples,
he also offers an invitation of what we can and should be doing with these gifts:
“Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with
mutual affection; outdo one another in showing honor.” (Romans 12:9-10)
No matter what graces have been given to you, or what gifts we possess, we all have growing
edges. Yet we also have opportunities to learn, grow, and love better. Where are you seeking
to grow? How are you seeking to live more fully into the graces God has given you?
Or, to ask this using the words of Apostle Paul in Romans, How are you seeking to “let your
love be genuine?” In this time of living in a broken world full of divisiveness, how are we seeking to outdo one another with honor and mutual affection?
As we seek to grow, may we do so focusing on this invitation to live
into the fullness of love God has given us, in order that we share it
with others.
In service together,
Pastor Jen
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

at
Evergreen UMC
With Rolls & Coffee
Saturday, May 5th
from
9am to 11am

