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Confirmation Sunday Sees two New Members Confirmed
At left, Pastor Jen
talks about the
commitment of
confirmation, as
Aaron Bohn (left)
and Chase Schmitt
(right) stand ready
to become members of Evergreen.
The confirmation
took place on May
1. At right, the families of Aaron and Chase are
invited to come forward to participate in the
confirmation to show their continued support
for the two new member’s faith journey.
Public profession of faith
By Joe Lovino
Although confirmation is not a sacrament in The United Methodist Church, it is an important marker along our spiritual journey. At baptism, we are initiated into the new covenant in Jesus Christ and membership in the Church, Christ’s body in the
world. For many, this happens when they are very young.
We recognize children are members of their human families, but no one expects them to clean their rooms or empty the
dishwasher until much later. In the same way, “baptized infants are members of the Church—the family of faith—but are not
yet capable of sharing everything involved in membership,”
Confirmation is an opportunity to respond to the grace of God available to us, as acknowledged in baptism, and to promise
to live as a person of faith. Typically, the confirmand then kneels before the pastor who, along with parents, sponsors, and
others, lays hands on her head. The pastor speaks words that are nearly identical to those said during the laying on of hands
following baptism, “The Holy Spirit work within you that having been born through water and the Spirit, you may live as a
faithful disciple of Jesus Christ.”
Finally, confirmands are asked to take the same vows of membership in The United Methodist Church and their local congregation that all who join are asked.
Because our journey in the Christian faith is not intended to be a solo venture, throughout the service there are places for
the congregation to participate. In different parts of the service, they renew their baptism vows, profess their faith together
with the confirmands, promise to do all in their power to support these newest professing members, and with
them renew their covenant to be the body of Christ for the world.
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Outdoor Activities Coming to Evergreen: Fun for the Whole Family
By Becky Dockter

Camp night
Evergreen will be hosting a family camp night for all
ages on Friday, June 24th starting at 7pm! We'll have
lawn games, sing camp songs, and of course we'll have a
campfire with s'mores! Bring your own lawn chair, also
sleeping bag, pillow and a tent if you have one. Please
join us for all or part of the night, we'll have breakfast at
the church in the morning!

Outdoor Worship Service
Coming up on July 31st, we are planning an outdoor
worship service and potluck in the park. We have also
rented the Chahinkapa park pool for the morning and
hope to partner with Breckenridge UMC to get together! Look for details in next months newsletter, and
on our Facebook page!
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George and Alinda
Bassingthwaite, Bonnie Anderson and
Loretta Meyer study a
map of the proposed
route for May 18th
prayer walk. The goal
of the walk is surround
the city in prayer.

Alinda, George,
Loretta & Bonnie participate in the prayer
walk

A Perfect High Altitude Photo of Sunday Morning Service

Pastor Jen presents Evergreen’s graduating seniors with a gift from the congregation—a study
Bible, so that they may always remember those
with whom they grew up, as they venture into the
world. The two graduating seniors this year were
McKenzie Gripentrog (right) and Meaghan Wolfgram (left). McKenzie is the daughter of Wayne
and Ronda Gripentrog. Meaghan is the daughter
of Bryan and Mary Wolfgram.

The only thing missing….It may be you!

Care
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Congratulations to
Alicia Olson
and Jordan
Blaufuss on
their wedding, which
took place at
Evergreen on
April 9. Officiating was
Pastor Jen.

Bike Blessing Event Held at
Chahinkapa Park
Hearty travelers (in the two pictures below)
made their way from Evergreen to
Chahinkapa Park on Sunday May 22 for a
bike blessing event.
Sweet
treats and
juice were
served at
the Langendorfer
Shelter, so
that the
travelers
could recover
their
strength
after such
a long and
arduous
journey.
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MARCH 2017 – Missions committee has decided
on a mission trip for March of 2017, to the
Dominican Republic for approximately 7-10 days.
We will be working with and depending on Gordy
and Ardell Graner, United Methodist Missionaries
from North Dakota, for arrangements and
direction. At this time they cannot say exactly
what the project would be but guarantee it will be
hands on. The approximate cost per person is
estimated at $2000.00. (Don’t let that deter you
as we do plan to fund raise.) If you
have any interest in being part of
the team please sign up on the
sheet posted on the bulletin board,
this is not a commitment, just
showing you may be interested.

Evergreen Celebrates June
Birthdays and Anniversaries
*Denotes anniversaries
1 - June Edwards
1 - Cody Maddock
2 - Kevin Hudson
4 - Justan Metcalf
5 - Jerald Stewart
6 - Leland Levery
7 - Jim Stone
8 - Jake Richels
8 - Michael Ehlers
8 - John & Mary DelVal*
9 - Dylan Wolfgram
9 - David & LaRae Gripentrog*
10 - Val West
10 - RaeAnn Drewlow
10 - Xander Bohn
10 - Fred & Janice Walter*
11 - Harris & Fern Bailey*
11 - Tom & Jan Moore*
12 - Gene & Gloria Plummer*
12 - Craig & CJ Clem*
15 - Jim & Karen Selken*

16 - Marlys Hoeft
16 - Mark Boyer
17 - Marty Boyer
18 - Aaron Bohn
19 - Gloria Plummer
19 - Michael Rittenour
20 - Rhaeghn Gripentrog
20 - Tanner Werner
21 - Mary DelVal
21 - James & Jessica Harty*
22 - Lois Berndt
22 - Kevin & Judy Nelson*
23 - Elizabeth Taylor
24 - Mike & Bonnie Beeson*
26 - McKayla Mortenson
26 - Don & Kairouan Moffet*
27 - Lori Mohs
27 - Colin & Linda Bailey*
28 - Annetta Nies
28 - Angie Kratcha
29 - Gayle Barton
29 - Nicole Keller
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Evergreen Mission News

Cans of Soup Needed for June

UPCOMING EVENTS:
OCTOBER 29-30, 2016 - We have
made the decision to donate our
hands-on mission to the Spirit Lake
Ministry Center working with Mike
and Libby Flowers, to fulfill the theme
of the 2016 Annual Conference which is “Living Generously; Unleashing God’s Gifts”. This year’s offering,
“10,000 Hours Miracle Offering” has both a hands-on
and financial component. We are invited to live generously by investing our time to impact lives through
our conference ministries. The hope is to have 10
people from each church pledging 10 hours of service
to one of the conference ministries and to raise
$100,000 to fund 10,000 hours of Internship. A signup sheet is on the bulletin board. On site housing is
available. The project will be determined by how
many hands we have. Come one come all!

MARCH 2017 – Missions committee has decided on a
mission trip for March of 2017, to the Dominican Republic for approximately 7-10 days. We will be working with and depending on Gordy and Ardell Graner,
United Methodist Missionaries from North Dakota,
for arrangements and direction. At this time they
cannot say exactly what the project would be but
guarantee it will be hands on. The approximate cost
per person is estimated at $2000.00. (Don’t let that
deter you as we do plan to fund raise.) If you have
ANY interest in being part of the team please sign up
on the sheet posted on the bulletin board, this is not
a commitment, just showing you may be interested.
The only ones among you who will be
truly happy are those who have sought
and found how to serve.
-Albert Schweitzer

Visit the Church Web Site:
www.evergreenumc.com

by Jan Moore

THANK YOU!!! everyone for your help with
donations to the Back Pack Project, during the
month of May we collected 90 granola/cereal
bars; 90 packets of instant oatmeal; and 7 jars
of peanut butter.
During the month of JUNE the
“ONE THING” collection is:

10.5 OZ. CANS OF SOUP THAT KIDS WOULD LIKE
(CHICKEN NOODLE, CHICKEN & STARS, TOMATO,
USE YOUR IMAGINATION!)
Look for the totes in the Fellowship Hall
for your donation.

Evergreen Staff
Pastor:

Reverend Jen Tyler
evergreenpastor@702com.net

Administrative Asst:

Julie McGovern
evergreenoffice@702com.net

Newsletter:

Dr. Philip Parnell

701-642-6202
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

2

3

4

9

10

11

6 pm, Bible
Study
7 pm, Prayer
Walk
5

6

7

9 am, Worship

7 pm, Prayer
Walk

10 am, Coffee

12

13

9 am, Worship
10 am, Coffee

14

15

6 pm, Worship
Committee

6 pm, Bible
Study

Dakotas Annual Conference will be held in
Sioux Falls, SD June 9-11. Attending from
Evergreen UMC are Mike & Bonnie
Beeson, Tiana Bohn and Pastor Jen.
16

17

18

23

24

25

7 pm, Prayer
Walk

4:15 pm, UMW
Prayer Vigil III

19

8

20

21

HAPPY
FATHER’S
DAY

22

6 pm, Bible
Study

NEWSLETTER
ARTICLE
DEADLINE

7 pm, Prayer
Walk

9 am, Worship

7 pm, Campout
at Evergreen

10 am, Coffee
26

9 am, Worship
10 am, Coffee

27

28

29

12:30 pm,
Newsletter folding
6 pm, Bible
Study
7 pm, Prayer
Walk

30

Respond
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Bishop Ough: Go where the wounds are

June, 2016

By Christa Meland

From the Dakotas Conference UMN
“If we are to obey Jesus’ command, if we are to accept Jesus’ Great Commission, if we are to follow Jesus’ pattern for making disciples, then
we need to go where Jesus went,” Bishop Bruce R. Ough told General Conference attendees in the closing worship service. “We need to go
where the wounds are and proclaim there is healing for every wound—every wound, every sin, every brokenness!”
The closing address came Friday afternoon following two weeks of worship, celebrations, legislation, discussions, and fellowship. It was the
final message to the 864 delegates and thousands of visitors who gathered in Portland from across the globe to discern God’s vision and
make decisions that impact the denomination’s future. “My charge to you as we prepare to leave is this: ‘Go, therefore…!’ Go to where the
wounds are because that is where Jesus went and that is what Jesus did,” Ough said.
Over the past 11 days in Portland with Jesus and each other, we have rejoiced at times and wept at times, he said. We have experienced
moments of joyful unity and we have experienced the pain of our disunity. As we prepare to leave Portland, where are we to go? Ough
asked. Where are we to go as we return to our home communities all across this globe?
We’re called to go where the wounds are because that is where Jesus went and that is what Jesus did, he said.
When the Roman centurion, an enemy, pleaded for his servant to be healed—Jesus went to where the wounds were.
When the disciples were paralyzed by fear on the raging sea—Jesus awoke and went to where the wounds were.
 When the Samaritan woman yearned for the living water—Jesus went to where the wounds were.
 When Lazarus lay dead in the tomb—Jesus went to where the wounds were.
 When the Sanhedrin and the Empire colluded to kill him—Jesus walked right into the center of the woundedness and sin of all humankind
and gave up his life to save us.



“Now, dear friends, we are being sent as Jesus’ witnesses to follow him to where the wounds are and do as he did,” Ough said. “This will
not be easy. Yet, we know it is the faithful way. We do not go alone. We have each other and our great connection. Best of all, God is with
us.”
Go to those in and beyond our churches who have been damaged or disenfranchised by the actions or inactions of this General Conference,
he said. Go to those who live in poverty. Go to those who are sin sick or filled with despair. Go to those who are despised or hated or feared
because of their race, tribe, language, or faith. Go to where the wounds of bigotry and prejudice are. Go to where the wounds of injustice
are.
We go prepared and clear about our mission—to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world, Ough said. We have
been given the keys to the kingdom. We have been given authority to make disciples, to baptize and teach. We have been promised Jesus’
abiding, empowering, guiding presence—to the end of the age.
“Dear friends, do not doubt,” Ough said. “Do not be paralyzed with fear. Do not allow cynicism to claim your soul. Hold fast to the
faith...Take courage from one another’s faithfulness. Maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace. Remember we are one body
through the cross.”

Ough concluded his sermon by urging attendees to pray unceasingly for the Holy Spirit to breakthrough and revive our great
United Methodist movement.
“For the sake of Christ and all of God’s children and the creation itself, go home—go to all the nations. Go, therefore…!”

Summer Schedule
Begins May 29
9 am, Worship Service
10 am, Coffee Time

Remember the Noisy Bucket
Offering!
Second Sunday of each
month.
Proceeds support the Three
Rivers Crisis Center - Kids
Connection.

Pastoral Letter
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Pastor’s Ponderings
As I sit down to write this, the sun is shining, the birds are chirping, the grass is green and the
trees are in bloom. Summer has arrived!
As always when summer arrives, that indicates not only warmer weather and a break from hectic school schedules, but also the coming of Lake Season here in the Valley. As a part of our
acknowledgment of that, we are making some changes to our summer schedule here at Evergreen, too.
First, worship will now begin at 9am with coffee hour to follow at 10am. Hopefully this allows you to join us for worshipping our Creator before making our way out to our summer activities!
In an effort to help you plan better, we are going to have one long, thorough series for the duration of summer months. From now through August, we will be reading and studying the book of
Acts. Why Acts? After 5 weeks of talking about prayer and asking God to breakthrough here at
Evergreen, I can’t imagine anything that makes better sense than studying the book in the Bible that tells us the story of how the church, as a movement, began. It is an amazing Holy Spirit
-filled story of blessings, conflict, love, division, and power! I hope you’ll join us on Sundays
and/or follow along by reading each week’s texts (included on insert page).
In addition to our Sunday series, we will spend time studying the book of Acts together in a Bible study that will begin on Wednesday, June 1 at 6pm. We will then meet at 6pm every
Wednesday through August to study and reflect on these texts together.
Speaking of summer opportunities: Did you hear we are going to continue doing prayer walks
as a community each week? Every Wednesday at 7pm, we will leave from Evergreen UMC to
prayer walk a few blocks in our community. Each week there will be transportation available
(our Evergreen van) so that if you would like to come and pray alongside us but cannot walk,
you can ride and pray.
Can’t make it on a Wednesday? Prayer walk when you can! There is a map of all of the streets
of Wahpeton posted in our fellowship hall. Let us know where you have prayer walked by highlighting those streets with the dry erase markers sitting next to the map. My goal — my challenge — is that we would fill the streets of Wahpeton, coloring our map in full to show that we
have prayer walked our entire community!
We have a great start in doing so. So great, in fact, that I imagine that map filling up quickly.
We could be done at that point, but what fun is that? Rather, I would like to
issue you a challenge: Together, let’s prayer walk the entire city of
Wahpeton 7 times this summer. Like the prayerful circling of Jericho in
the book of Joshua, may we, too, circle our community in an effort to break
down the walls that hold us back from living fully into the ministry God desires for us, in turn inviting God to breakthrough in and around us!
I’m excited about these opportunities to study and pray this summer, and
look forward to hearing stories about how and where you/we will see God!
On the journey together,
Pastor Jen Tyler
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UMW News -- “Growing in Blessedness”

June, 2016

by Denise Eastin, Communications

Thanks to Hope Circle for hosting the May 12th General meeting of UMW. 19 members were present.
Our program, from the UMW Program Book, “Mother’s Day Giving”, was presented by Mary Schradick
and shed light on the origins and history of Mother’s Day.
Highlights of our business meeting included: a report given by Treasurer, Dianne Millar on the
financial success of our April 23rd Spring Bake Sale. The free-will offering for rolls and coffee totaled
$238.00. Donut sales brought in $880.00 (which was deposited directly to Evergreen UMC General Fund).
Our Baked Goods/Jams & Jellies raised $851.35. That’s a grand total of $1969.35! Thank you to everyone
who participated and/or offered prayers for the success of this endeavor.
Marjo Johnson reported on the good effort UMW members are making to collect Our Family and
Campbell’s UPC’s/Jubilee receipts/printer cartridges and Box Tops for Education. The numbers Marjo
reported were good … but we could do even more for ’mission projects’ that benefit women and children in
our area and our country. Please don’t undervalue your contributions. Together we can make a
difference!
The 2016 Dakotas Conference UMW Prayer Vigil III has Evergreen UMW scheduled for June 12th from
4:15pm to 5pm. The subject is World Day Against Child Labour. For background information on Child
Labour go to: www.un.org/en/events/childlabourday/background.shtml. Their website reported this:
“Today, throughout the world, around 215 million children work, many full-time. They do not go to school
and have little or no time to play. Many do not receive proper nutrition or care. They are denied the
chance to be children. More than half of them are exposed to the worst forms of child labour such as work
in hazardous environments, slavery, or other forms of forced labour, illicit activities including drug
trafficking and prostitution, as well as involvement in armed conflict.” Please add your prayers to those
around the world who will be praying for the future of our world.
Love Ribbons were made available on Mother’s Day. Donations of $22 were collected. Love Ribbons
will be available again on Father’s Day, Sunday, June 19th. The next general meeting of UMW will
be held on Thursday, September 8th at 7pm, hosted by Sunshine Circle. Lois Berndt will present the
program, “Poverty and Possibility”.

General Conference Reflections
Pastor Jen Tyler
As you may know by now, from May 10-20, delegates from United Methodist Congregations around
the world came together for The UMC’s General Conference. General Conference is the top policy-making
body of our denomination, gathering with elected delegates once every four years to work on legislation in
an effort to update our church policies, rules, and statements on social issues. Of equal importance, they
also spend a great deal of time in worship together, celebrating and engaging in fellowship as we celebrate
the many great things happening across our denomination.
A lot happened at this year’s General Conference, including affirming our denomination’s mission
statement “to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world,” celebrating our progress
with our “Imagine No Malaria,” remembering and repenting the atrocity of the Sand Creek Massacre, and
celebrating 150 years of the United Methodist Women and 60 years of Women’s Ordination.
The delegates also voted on numerous issues, determining that there would be new panel on church
growth, more bishops in Africa, and making a commitment to begin work on a new hymnal. The body also
considered our divestments, associations with organizations, and issues such as healthcare. (Cont. Pg.9)

http://www.evergreenumc.com
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As usual, the human sexuality debate was a major issue. With passionate speeches on both
sides of the debate, the General Conference delegates asked our Bishops to provide leadership and a
suggestion for a way forward. The bishops proposed a plan, which was accepted by the Conference,
to create a commission that would fully examine and evaluate every paragraph in our Book of
Discipline related to human sexuality. They will collaborate and recommend a path for our
denomination by our next General Conference in 2020, with the possibility of a special General
Conference called around 2018.
As with any General Conference, there were high and low points, tensions and breakthroughs.
Above all, though, it reminded me of one of the reasons I love being United Methodist: because we
are a church committed to maintaining a place for theological diversity. I really do believe it is okay if
we don’t all agree, so long as we stay focused on Jesus and his command to love one another as we
seek to live into our discipleship. Through dialogue and the practice of listening to one another even
amidst disagreements, I believe our faith can only grow stronger.
I hope this helps give a glimpse of insight into some of what went on at our denomination’s
General Conference. If you would like more information or have any questions, feel free to stop by,
call, or email me over the next couple of weeks.

THE BOOK OF ACTS: COURAGEOUS FAITH
Summer Bible Study Plan
Since we'll be spending the summer exploring the book of Acts during our Sunday worship services,
you are invited to read and study along throughout each week.
Week 1
Week 2
Week 3
Week 4
Week 5
Week 6
Week 7
Week 8
Week 9
Week 10
Week 11
Week 12
Week 13
Week 14
Week 15

May 9-15
Chapters 1 & 2
May 16-22
Chapters 3 – 4:37
May 23-29
Chapters 5:1 – 6:7
May 30-June 5
Chapters 6:8 – 8:3
Off Series June 6-12
June 13-19
Chapters 8:4 – 40
June 20-26
Chapter 9:1-31
June 27-July 3
Chapters 9:32-10:48
July 4-10
Chapters 11-12
July 11-17
Chapter 13-14
July 18-24
Chapter 15-16
July 25-31
Chapters 17-18
August 1-7
Chapters 19-20
August 8-14
Chapters 21-24
August 15-21
Chapters 25-26
August 22-28
Chapters 27-28

Read each week's section on your own or read it with friends and family. Talk together about what
happens, making note of any questions you have. Specifically, I hope you will consider questions such
as: How does the Acts church seem like today's church? How do these early Christians seem like us,
and how are they different? Where is the Holy Spirit leading you? Where is the Spirit leading US? How
does God's Spirit challenge you on a day-to-day basis?
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Finance News
As much as we'd like to see each of
you in church every Sunday, it's
realistic to suppose some of us
might be away a time or two during
the summer, so we've enclosed a
self-addressed envelope for your
mailing convenience.
Thank You!

Evergreen UMC also has an electronic option for
making regular offerings. Contributions can be debited
automatically from your checking or savings account.
This program offers convenience for you and muchneeded donation consistency for our congregation.
Authorization forms are available from the church office. .

Sunday, June 19th

