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June, 2020

Evergreen Members and Friends,
Working with the staff parish committee
and Pastor Jen, the Administrative
Council has voted to delay in-person
worship until July 19th. With new cases
of COVID-19 currently being diagnosed
in Wahpeton, we believe that caution is
necessary to protect our church family.
Pastor Jen will be leaving Wahpeton
mid-June. Pastor Mary Ann Bernard
plans to arrive in Wahpeton on July 3rd.
Since she is coming from New York,
which has been a hot spot for the virus
(though there have been no cases in
her workplace and she is regularly
tested), and she will be traveling cross
country to get here, she will selfquarantine for 2 weeks once she
arrives.
We long to be together again and what
a day of rejoicing that will be! The
guidelines on page 4, have been
compiled by the Council, referring to
what some other churches are doing,
as well as adapting them to our own
situation at Evergreen. I personally
thank Pastor Jen for her leadership and
many other church leaders for their
prayerful consideration of how to move
forward. Several projects have been
addressed in the church building since
our last service together in March.
Until we meet again, God’s blessing to
you.
Sandy Olson, Administrative Council

Card Shower/Zoom
“Open House” for
Pastor Jen
Pastor Jen Tyler will be
leaving Evergreen in June and
heading to her new
appointment in Watertown,
SD.
Since social distancing means we cannot say goodbye
in person to Pastor Jen, she wants to invite everyone to drop
in to say goodbye via a Zoom “Open House.” There are two
times available for these drop-ins, with the hope that
everyone should be able to call or video in to say goodbye at
one of the allotted times.
These two gatherings have the same link (and
password), and are scheduled for these times:
June 2: 11am-1pm
June 3: 4-6pm
Join Zoom Meeting online OR by Phone
Online:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84508337023?
pwd=RDI4SnBJU1hGd1hPWUt1dzdPbEEwdz09
By phone:
+1 651 372 8299 US
Meeting ID: 845 0833 7023
Password: 6426202
Pastor Jen's last service with us will be June 7th.
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Prayer Concerns at Evergreen
Please contact the office to have names added and/or
removed from our prayer concerns list.

Please pray for:
Matt Dockter, Fern Bailey, Gene Plummer, Bob
Spenst, Phyllis Schmidt, Renee Rohman, Harriet
Fleenor, Barb Foote, Linda McDougall, Merle Rubish,
Marlys Phillips, Alta Lehmann, Kermith Krueger, Fay
Woy, Donna Stone, Cheryl Holding Eagle, Bernice
Oliver, Jim Stone, Yelena Arutyunov, Gloria Plummer,
David Gripentrog, Randy Rittenour (Richardson’s sonin-law), Paula Frazier (Pam Nagel’s sister), Duren
Moffet (Don’s brother), Shelly Muerer (Rich/
Margaret Johnson’s niece), Paul Frazier (Pam Nagel’s
brother-in-law)

June, 2020

Volunteer Needed
We are in need of someone willing to water the
flowers in front
of the church.
If you would be
willing to do this
please contact
the church
office.
Thank you!

Remember Father’s Day: Sunday, June 21

Evergreen Celebrates June
Birthdays and Anniversaries
*Denotes anniversaries
1 - June Edwards
1 - Cody Maddock
2 - Kevin Hudson
4 - Justan Metcalf
5 - Jerald Stewart
6 - Leland Levery
7 - Kathy Dotzenrod
7 - Jim Stone
7 - Samantha Turley
8 - Jake Richels
8 - Michael Ehlers
8 - John & Mary DelVal*
9 - Dylan Wolfgram
9 - David & LaRae Gripentrog*
10 - Val West
10 - RaeAnn Drewlow
10 - Xander Bohn
11 - Harris & Fern Bailey*
11 - Tom & Jan Moore*
12 - Gene & Gloria Plummer*
15 - Jim & Karen Selken*

16 - Mark Boyer
16 - Bob & Elizabeth Spenst*
17 - Marty Boyer
18 - Aaron Bohn
19 - Gloria Plummer
19 - Michael Rittenour
20 - Rhaeghn Gripentrog
20 - Tanner Werner
21 - Mary DelVal
21 - James & Jessica Harty*
22 - Lois Berndt
22 - Kevin & Judy Nelson*
23 - Elizabeth Spenst
24 - Mike & Bonnie Beeson*
26 - McKayla Mortenson
26 - Don & Kairouan Moffet*
27 - Lori Mohs
27 - Colin & Linda Bailey*
28 - Annetta Nies
29 - Nicole Keller

Monthly Offering
Through May 24:
$13,597.50
Monthly Need:
$20,373.00
Thank you for your generosity and
we encourage you to continue to
support Evergreen via mail or
online giving.

Financial Good News!!
Due to many generous gifts received
in April and May from faithful
supporters of Evergreen UMC all
year-to-date financial obligations
have been paid. Thank you to
everyone who has contributed to the
church’s financial health.
Wayne Millar, Finance Secretary

http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Coming Up In Worship
Throughout the month of June, we will continue worshipping online through both Facebook and
YouTube. During this time, it was requested we begin publishing the upcoming texts so you might have
a chance to read and pray through those scripture passages in advance of Sunday worship. What a
great idea! Here are the upcoming texts, themes, and guest preachers for the month of June:
June 7: Pastor Jen’s last Sunday. Sermon title: “Collecting Dust”
Scripture: Matthew 10:5-14 & Matthew 28:16-20
June 14: Bishop Bruce Ough, guest preacher. Sermon title: “The Home of God”
Scripture: Revelation 21:1-6
June 21: Pastor Peder Anderson will lead worship. Sermon title: “Finding your True-Self”
Scripture: Mark 8:27-38
June 28: Pastor Peder Anderson will lead worship. Sermon title: “God’s Love Prevails
Scriptures: Romans 5:1-8 & John 15:13-16

Please join us for online worship via our Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/EvergreenUMC), or on
our YouTube Channel (https://tinyurl.com/EUMCYouTube)

UMW News and Announce

By Kay Nelson

I hope you have listened to Michelle Brennan’s presentation on Living in an Anxious World. Only
one week is left, but you can go to Jamestown’s website: https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCAFQ7g562RzhqJFmKRmjEkQ/feed and listen to all of them. Each session lasts 30-40 minutes
and each is worth the time spent. In fact, she is talking about doing another presentation since the
responses were so positive.
Our Salad Luncheon scheduled for the summer has been canceled.
It is not too late to contribute to the Bakeless Bake Sale with checks to the church or Dianne
Millar. The sale goes to the end of June.
With all the free time we have had, hopefully you have been doing some reading. Remember to give
your lists to Lois.
Be safe and full of peace.
Bakeless Bake Sale Update………
As of May 24, the UMW bakeless bake sale has received $525 to support various mission projects of
the United Methodist Church. If you are interested in no fuss/no muss, guilt-free, calorie-free sweet
treats, there is still time to send your donation to the church office. Donations will be collected
through June 30, 2020. Checks, made payable to UMW, should indicate on the memo line that your
gift is designated for the bakeless bake sale. Mmmmmmmany thanks!
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Evergreen UMC Guidelines for In-Person Worship
As Evergreen looks forward to re-opening our buildings and gathering for in-person worship again, our
Administrative Council has put together these guidelines and recommendations for keeping everyone
safe and healthy.
+ For anyone who chooses not to attend in person, services will be available via livestream.
+ If you feel sick in any manner, please stay home for the safety of others.
+ We recommend that all persons (over age 2) wear a mask/facial covering not only to prevent
transmission from others, but also to others. If you do not have one, there will be some available at
church.
+ All nonfamily members shall maintain 6’ distancing. This applies inside and outside the church
building as well as in the pews.
+ To maintain distancing in our pews, we will only sit in every 3 rd pew; others will be roped off. This
allows us to use 14 pews total, with approximate seating capacity of 56. We are hoping to have overflow
in the fellowship hall to allow for more persons to worship with us as needed.
+ Hand sanitizer stations will be available; it is encouraged it be used generously!
+ Our small groups and Bible Studies will not be meeting at this time; these extra spaces
(classrooms, kitchen, library, etc.) will be inaccessible on Sunday mornings.
+ The Wiggle Room will not be open. Children should sit with their families before and during
worship.
+ Doors to the sanctuary (and to the building, when feasible) will be propped open to eliminate
need to touch handles.
+ We will have no fellowship hour prior to worship beginning. There will be no food or beverages
offered.
+ Offerings can be placed in the plates at each of the doors to/from the sanctuary.

Changes to Worship
+ All pew Bibles and hymnals will be removed; we will rely on screens
+ There will be no bulletins handed out
+ We will have no greeters at the doors. Ushers can stand by building doors when not propped
open so only one person has to touch the door handles.
+ We will begin utilizing the lectern and pulpit during worship; the scripture reader will utilize the
lectern, and Pastor will use the pulpit
+ We will still share in spoken word together, such as the Lord’s Prayer – but it is asked that
persons only partake if wearing a mask/face covering.
+ There will be no congregational singing at this time (We may still have pre-recorded or special
music, but will not have communal singing)
+ When we do offer Holy Communion again (August?), we will utilize pre-packaged communion
cups (sealed juice and wafer individually wrapped). These would be made available upon entry to the
sanctuary to prevent people needing to move during worship. We will not utilize the altar rail for kneeling/
praying at this time.
+ Ushers will not be asked to remove walkers, as they may sit in the aisle or in front of pews.
+ Children will not come forward for the Time for Young Disciples

http://www.evergreenumc.com

Evergreen United Methodist Church

Page 5

June, 2020

Sunday

Monday
1

7

Tuesday

Wednesday

2

3

11 am - 1 pm
Zoom “Open
House” meeting
with Pastor Jen
(see article for
links)

4 - 6 pm, Zoom
“Open House”
meeting with Pastor
Jen (see article for
links)

8

9

15

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

4

5

6

10

11

12

13

16

17

18

18

20

22

23

24

25

26

27

29

30

July 1

July 2

July 3

July 4

10 am, Online
Worship
Pastor Jen’s last
Sunday at Evergreen

14
10 am, Online
Worship

21
10 am, Online
Worship

28
10 am, Online
Worship

Working with the Staff Parish Committee and Pastor Jen, the Administrative
Council has voted to delay in-person worship until Sunday, July 19th.
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Do you sew? We need your help!
As Evergreen looks
forward to meeting for inperson worship again
(hopefully in July!), we are
planning to take as many
precautions as necessary
to keep everyone safe and
healthy. One way we are
doing this is by asking everyone who attends to
wear a mask. That’s where you come in: we are
looking to collect homemade masks so we will
have them available for anyone who needs them
(or forgets to bring their own).
If you are able to make masks to donate to
the church for this purpose, please contact the
church office and let us know! If you need cloth for
the masks, we have some of that available, too.
You can pick that up during regular office hours,
but please call ahead to let Julie know you’re
coming to pick it up! (The buildings are remaining
closed at this time, so she will need to schedule a
time for you to pick it up!)

MISSIONS NEWS

June 2020

Printed Sermons Available
For those who do not have access to
Face Book or YouTube we have printed
copies of weekly sermons that we would be
happy to mail to you each week. Just
contact the office and let us know you’d like
to receive them. (701-642-6202)

Online Giving Options
To accompany our shift to online worship, we
have also updated our giving options, you can
now give online through our website
(www.evergreenumc.com/#give) or through the
mail (use the enclosed envelope).

By Jan Moore

Missions Committee is planning to assemble Health Kits again in September. As we are
not planning to meet as a Church again until July, I want to encourage you all to begin
collecting the items we will need, as follows:
Hand towels (ONLY - 15” x 25” up to 17” x 27” – no kitchen
towels)
Wash cloths
Bath size bars of soap (3 oz. or larger– Jergens and Ivory
are not accepted)
Items will be included in health kits and must be NEW items. The kits are
carefully planned to make them usable in the greatest number of situations. Since
strict rules often govern product entry into international countries, it is important
that kits contain only the requested items, nothing more.
Once we can all meet again please bring your items and put them in the totes
available in the Fellowship Hall. Thank You Everyone for your support of the
Back Pack Project by donating food items and packing bags this past year.
The only ones among you who will be
truly happy are those who have sought
and found how to serve.
-Albert Schweitzer

Pastoral Letter
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Six years have gone by in the blink of an eye.
As I’ve been packing and preparing to move, I’ve taken my time going through lots of things. This
is a process of blessing and heartache as I look back fondly over the amazing memories and
ministries we’ve created together. Some of the expected things I’ve come across have included old
pictures — especially those of our youth or Confirmation Sundays, as those definitely show how
much we’ve changed in these few short years! Yet what I was not expecting, tucked in the back of
a desk drawer I rarely use, was a large stack of papers I forgot were there.
Specifically, I found a stack of white quarter sheets that were filled out during worship the two
weeks before I arrived, “Welcome, Pastor Jen!” they say at the top. Then you all were invited to
share some of your prayers for me as I came to Evergreen, and to write specific ways I should
know I can count on you. What a blessing it has been to go through these notes a few times this
week!
Oh, Evergreen: how I have indeed been able to count on you over the years. Truly, you have
fulfilled these prayers and commitments… and then some. If I had the time, I would love to write
back to each and every one of you to be sure you know what blessings you have been to me. To
be sure you know that indeed, you spoke words of truth when one person wrote that they hoped I
would “be blessed as you bless us.”

Indeed, as I prepare to leave Evergreen to go to the next place God is calling me, I am certainly
feeling blessed. I am overwhelmed by the truth of your welcoming words when nearly every person
wrote (in your own words) your prayer that I would feel “abundantly welcome” and comfortable
here. That I would feel loved… and that I would love you back.
People of Evergreen: as I go forth, that is my prayer for you. Truly, deeply, with all of my gratitude,
I hope and pray that you know how deeply you are loved.
Thank you for your kindness. For your faithfulness. For your welcome not just six years ago, but
also every day since then. It has been an incredible blessing beyond words to share in ministry
with you. I am grateful for the opportunity to be pastor to you in the highs and lows of life… to be in
ministry with you as we have worked hard to grow in faith and live into our mission… and to be
ministered to — by you as I have walked my own journey.
These past six years have not always been easy. Yet in this time we have shared, I made a home,
and have been happier and more loved than I could have ever imagined. Evergreen is such a
special place, and I will forever be grateful for how openly you welcomed me, and how freely you
have embraced me.
Thank you, Evergreen. Thank you. God bless you on your continued ministry. You remain in my
prayers, even as we take new paths and embrace new adventures in life and ministry.

With great love and appreciation,
Pastor Jen Tyler
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