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Caleb the Camel
Starting December 1,
Evergreen UMC is again sponsoring
Caleb the Camel, who will make his
way around our community in the
weeks leading up to Christmas. Our
hope is to add a little cheer and fun
to our community while getting the
“Evergreen UMC” name out there for all to see.
Be sure to keep an eye out for Caleb the Camel
as he moves around Wahpeton in the coming weeks!
We will have an ongoing contest to keep track of him:
the first person in our community to spot Caleb after he
moves will be offered a gift card to a business in our
community.
To get the word out about Caleb’s journey,
Evergreen is sponsoring radio ads, newspaper ads,
and other promotions. All of the prizes (gift cards) have
already been donated, but we’d like your help, too:
Would you be willing to sponsor an ad? If so, please
contact the church office. Thank you!

Join us for our 5 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight
service. We invite everyone to join us for a special service
as we celebrate the birth of our Wonderful Savior. Don’t
forget to invite some friends to join you for this beautiful
worship service.
Please note that we are again giving our Christmas
Eve offering as a gift to others. The Missions Committee
voted to share the missional Christmas Eve offering
between the School BackPack Program and UMCOR for
disaster relief.

Salvation Army Needs Bell Ringers
By Jean Freden
The Salvation Army of Richland
Wilkin counties is looking for volunteers to
ring the bells for the Salvation Army Kettle
Campaign. If you would like to volunteer
please call Jean Freden (Wahpeton Econo
Foods) 701-640-1641,

All are invited to the
baptism of Simone
Simpson at the OSTPI
pool (430 5th St. N.,
Breckenridge) on
Sunday, December 1st
at 1 pm, a brief
reception will follow.

Youth News
November has been another busy month
with Day of Hope, DAKYouth, game nights,
service opportunities, and more!
DAKYouth was an amazing event this
year. 6 of us (4 youth with Pastor Jen and
Amanda - see picture page 2) spent 3 days in
Aberdeen worshipping, learning, connecting to
other youth from across the Dakotas, and
discovering what it means to “Recharge.” How
have YOU recharged lately — in life or faith?
When is the last time you took time to, “Be still
and Know that I am God…” (Psalm 46:10)? We
did lots of that this weekend — both in worship,
and relaxing Friday night in the pool!
After a short break this week for
Thanksgiving, we’ll be back at it in December
with extra opportunities to serve and gather in
community. As always, all are welcome: if you’re
in grades 7-12, we hope you’ll consider joining
us!
December schedule:
December 4: 6-8pm SERVICE NIGHT, Part 1!
We’re bell ringing for the salvation army at
Wahpeton Econo. Check in with Pastor Jen for
more info!
December 11: 6:30-8 — Youth Group
Usual time, Usual place (Zion Chapel)
December 18: 6-8pm, SERVICE NIGHT, Part 2!
We’re bell ringing for the salvation army at
Wahpeton Econo. Check in with Pastor Jen for
more info!
After December 18, we’re taking a 2 week
break for the holidays (no youth group December
25 or January 1). We’ll see you back at the
chapel on January 8!
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by Jan Moore

For the ONE THING during the month
of December, we have been asked to
donate the following to the Back Pack
Program:

PUDDING CUPS
3.25 OZ
Totes are located in the
Fellowship Hall for your
donation.

DakYouth Event in Aberdeen
Amanda Mittlestadt, Bishop Ough, Brianna Davis, Aaron Bohn
Serenity Barton, Pastor Jen, Paige Eigenbauer

Thrive Fund Update

by Wayne Millar
Evergreen's obligation to the Dakota Conference’s
5-year capital fund raising effort is $4000 per year.
2019 is the fourth year in this fund raising effort.
Contributions designated for this fund have a year-todate total of $2550. Individual gifts to this cause are
greatly appreciated. However, if the $4000 goal is not
met by the end of year the necessary funds will be
transferred from the General Fund.

During the month of
November we collected
11 tuna pouches; 76 tuna or chicken snack kits; 3
jars of peanut butter; 4 tuna lunch on the run kits,
and 24 fruit cups. Thank you to all for your
generous donations, all items collected that
cannot be used in the Back Pack Program will be
donated to the Food Pantry.
As a reminder Missions Committee determined
that the 2019 Christmas Eve Offering will be
donated ½ and ½ between UMCOR and the local
Back Pack Program.
The only ones among you who will be
truly happy are those who have sought
and found how to serve.
-Albert Schweitzer

Thank you to all who made pledges to financially support Evergreen UMC in 2020. To date, our pledges have
shown a decrease of 11% from our 2019 pledges. Remember: it’s not too late to make your pledge if you haven’t
had a chance to turn one in yet! Electronic giving options are available, check with the office. We look forward to
the ways our gifts will continue to help us “Make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”

2019 and 2020 Financial News by Wayne Millar
The Church's income has been lower than our expenses, but this is not unusual for this time of year. The
good news is the deficit is less than what it has been in some past years and we have received some very generous
donations recently. The deficit is approximately $13,000 at this time, so I am very confident we will be able to
meet all of our financial obligation by the end of the year. Our shared commitment to financially support the
mission of our church is one of our church strengths.
Looking forward, the church budget for the year 2020 has been prepared and was approved at our church's
Charge Conference. The total budget is $244,475 and it is a 1.16% increase of the 2019 budget.
The Dakotas Conference's five year capital fund raising project, referred to as the THRIVE FUND will wrap
up at the end of the 2020 year. Evergreen's commitment of $4,000 / year is included in our budget, however each
year we have encouraged church members who are able to give additional gifts above their regular offering to
contribute to the THRIVE FUND directly. If you have questions, please contact the church office.
May you be blessed with happiness and surrounded by love.

http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Holiday Bake Sale @ EUMC
Saturday, December 14
9 - 11 am
Rolls & Coffee will be served.
All proceeds will go to United
Methodist Women mission projects.

Monthly Offering Total
thru Nov. 20:
$19,647.33
Monthly Need:
$20,140.00
Noisy Bucket Offering: $100.36
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Christmas Eve at
Evergreen
Music Ministry is already planning
hymns/special music for Christmas
Eve at Evergreen. Would you or a
family member(s) be willing to
share a vocal or instrumental selection at our 5:00pm
service? If so, please talk to Bonnie, Sandy or Julie. The
earlier we have
Children’s Christmas
your name and
Program
selection, will
allow for Pastor
10 am, Sunday,
Jen to arrange the
December 15
flow of the
Baked Potato Bar
service. Thank
You for blessing
Follows
others with your
All are welcome!
music!

Evergreen Celebrates December
Birthdays and Anniversaries
*Denotes anniversaries

Our sympathy to the
family of Edith Wawers.
She died November 9 .
Our sympathy to the
family of Alice Winje. She
died November 10.
Our sympathy to Jeanne Osborn on the
recent death of her brother, Jerry Baird of
Woodbury, MN.
Our sympathy to the family of Lorraine
Langseth. She died November 18.
Our sympathy to Wayne & Dianne Millar on
the Nov. 26 death of Wayne’s dad, Walter.

Alphean Winter
Concert
3 pm, Sunday,
December 1
St. John’s Catholic Church
(115 2nd St N.) Free-will offering

1—David Gripentrog Sr.
1—Diane Poppen
1—Deb Boyer
2 - Charlene Gange
2 - Roger Richels
2 - Carter St. Aubin
3—Julie Boyer
5—Rufat Agayev
6—Marlin Galde
6—Jamie Mohs
7—Marlene Metcalf Johnson
9 - Jack Blaufuss
9—Marston & Sherri
Metcalf*
9— Dale & Diane Poppen*
10 - Lenora Harrison
10 - Tom McGovern
10 - Elizabeth Meyer
11 - Tina Galde
11 - Kayden Stevens
11 - David Bohn

12 - Madelynn Meyer
13—Joan Fredericksen
14 - Ryker Morin
15—Whitney West
17—John & Pam Nagel*
22—Norik Astvatsaturov
22 - Cole Meyer
23—Isabelle Nelson
24—Bette Derry
24—John Eastin
24—Bryan and Mary
Wolfgram*
25 - Ethan Erickson
27—Lenore Stevens
27—Max & Doreen Reinke*
28—Richard & Margaret
Johnson*
29—Rick and Sharon
Krueger*
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United Methodist Women News
"Sisterhood of Grace”
In November, 17 UMW members gathered for our last general meeting of the year. President, Fern
Bailey, presented the program: "Sharing Your Bounty" which reflected on saving, repurposing,
sharing experiences, weaving the old and new to create new traditions within our families and UMW.
Hope Circle provided refreshments.
Lois Berndt, Program Resources, informed everyone that a number of books had recently been
purchased and are available to check out from the Church Library. All of them will help us to fulfill our
commitment to the 2020 Reading Program. Lois then presented 2019 Reading Program ribbons to:
Annetta Nies, Bonnie Anderson, Mary Schradick, Jeanette Plummer, Kay Nelson, and Lois Berndt.
This was our installation of officers and coordinators for 2020. They are as follows: President Fern Bailey, Vice President - Mary Schradick, Secretary - Jean Freden, Treasurer - Dianne Millar,
Sec'y Program Resources, Lois Berndt. Mission Coordinators: Spiritual Growth - Jeanette Plummer,
Social Action - Marjo Johnson, Education and Interpretation - Linda Bailey, Membership Nurture &
Outreach - Denise Eastin, Communications - Kay Nelson, Nominating Committee - Jenny Schmitt
(2020), Sandy Olson (2021), Loretta Meyer (2022). Kitchen Responsibility - Marlene Metcalf
Johnson. Serving Group Chairperson - Loretta Meyer.
The UMW Pledge to Mission was voted on and increased from $3200 to $3300 beginning in 2020.
The UMW Year End Giving ($1900) was discussed, motion msc to increase each donation by $50
over last year's giving, and voted on as follows:
Local Level -- Wilkin/Richland Co. Food Pantry $350 (to be paid next March when the state of
Minnesota will match the donation). School Back Pack program $150
Conference Level -- Spirit Lake Ministry Center $150, Emma Norton Services, St. Paul, MN $150,
Wesley Acres Camp $250
National/International Level -- UMCOR - $450, Henderson Settlement, KY $150, Solar Ovens Project
$250
Do you have nice gift bags (large or small) that you can't use? or maybe bottles of lotion or
Christmas themed vinyl window stickers, or small stocking stuffers that you think nursing home
patients might enjoy? St. Francis Medical Center sent UMW a letter requesting donations of these
items. You can drop them off at their front desk.
The UMW Holiday Bake Sale has been scheduled for Saturday, December 14th from 9 to 11am.
Along with the Bake Sale we'll offer freshly made rolls and coffee for a free will offering. This event
gives us all an opportunity to welcome the Community with hospitality. Any unsold (hope not!) Bake
Sale items will be made available for sale to our Sunday church goers. We hope to sell all sorts of
baked goods, snacks, candy, and canned goods, too. You are encouraged to Label and Price all of
your donations. If you are unsure of price, at least please label your creations ... believe it or not,
many cookies and breads look the same!
Circles will meet in December for potlucks. Enjoy your time together!
Denise Eastin, filling in for Kay Nelson, Communications

A huge
THANK
YOU to
those who
helped
decorate for Advent/Christmas!!

Remember the Noisy Bucket
Offering!
Second Sunday of each
month.
Proceeds support the Three
Rivers Crisis Center - Kids
Connection.

http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Sunday

Monday
1

Tuesday
2

Wednesday
3

Advent 1
9 am, Adult Sunday
School & Coffee Time
10 am Worship
3 pm, Alphean Winter
Concert at St, John’s
8

9

10
7 pm, Joy Circle

15
Advent 3
9 am, Adult Sunday
School & Coffee Time
10 am Worship and

16

22

23

17

Wednesday School
Christmas Program
with baked potatoes
following

Advent 4
9 am, Adult Sunday
School & Coffee Time
10 am, Worship

24

9 am, Adult Sunday
School and Coffee
10 am, Worship

6

7

12

13

14
Holiday Bake Sale
@ EUMC
9-11 am
Coffee &
Carmel Rolls

19

25

26

21

27

28

NEWSLETTER
ARTICLE
DEADLINE

5 pm, Christmas
Eve Candlelight
Service

30

20

9 am, Sewing
10 an, Congregational Care Mtg.

31

January 1

9 am, Coffee
10 am, Worship

January 5

5

9 am, Sewing

18
6-8 pm, Youth
Service Night
6:45 pm, Choir

Saturday

9 am, Sewing

11
5:30 pm, Meal
6 pm, Wednesday
School
6:30 pm, Youth
6:45 pm, Choir

9:30 am, Hope
Circle
1:30 am, Sunshine
Circle

Friday

4
5:30 pm, Meal
6 pm, Wednesday
School
6-8 pm, Youth
Service Night
6:45 pm, Choir

Advent 2
9 am, Adult Sunday
School & Coffee Time
10 am Worship
(Noisy Bucket)

29

Thursday

January 2

January 3

January 4

January 10

January 11

12:30 pm, Newsletter folding

January 6

January 7

January 8
5:30 pm, Meal
6 pm, Wednesday
School
6:30 pm, Youth
6:45 pm, Choir

January 9
9 am, Sewing
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All Saint’s Sunday, November 3

Children’s Ministry

December, 2019

A potluck meal was held November 17 at which time our District
Superintendent, Rev. Randy Cross, lead a discussion on the future
of The United Methodist Church.

By Becky Dockter

We are wrapping up 2019 for Wednesday School! The kids have started practicing for the Christmas
program and we hope you will join us for the service on December 15th to see the kids share their
message! There will be a baked potato bar following the service again this year.
The Wednesday School schedule for December is:
December 4th lesson: Christmas program practice with Sandy Olson and Becky
Dockter
(Meal: Chicken Nuggets)
December 11th: Christmas program practice with Sandy Olson and Becky
Dockter
(Meal: Taco in a bag)
Sunday, December 15th: Christmas program during worship service
December 18th and 25th: NO Wednesday School or Bible Study
Wednesday programs will resume January 8th

Prayer Concerns at
Evergreen
Please pray for: Linda McDougall,
Merle Rubish, Marlys Phillips, Alta
Lehmann, Kermith Krueger, John
Dassenko, Bob Spenst, Fay Woy,
Donna Stone, Cheryl Holding Eagle,
Bernice Oliver, Pauline Worner, Jim
Stone, Yelena Arutyunov, Gloria
Plummer, David Gripentrog, Randy
Rittenour (Richardson’s son-in-law),
Paula Frazier (Pam Nagel’s sister),
Duren Moffet (Don’s brother), Shelly
Muerer (Rich/Margaret Johnson’s niece)

USHERS NEEDED
Would you be willing to usher for a month in 2020?
Please sign up on the bulletin board.

Nathan Garner, Amanda Mittlestadt and Leland Levery at Youth Group

Pastoral Letter
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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What Christmas traditions are important to you?
Perhaps, you decorate gingerbread houses with your grandkids every December or spend hours in
the kitchen baking special treats. Maybe you travel to visit relatives or send Christmas cards to
friends and family. You might even decorate the tree while listening to Christmas music, or you
snuggle under the blanket while watching your favorite Christmas movies.
Traditions are important. They are important for us as individuals — and they are important for us
as a community of faith, too.

In our church, we have many beautiful traditions at Christmastime. One of our ongoing Christmas
traditions is lighting the Advent wreath every weekend.
No one knows for sure how the tradition of the Advent wreath began. However, many believe that
the tradition began in 1839 when a Lutheran minister working at a children’s mission in Germany
created a wreath out of the wheel of a cart. The minister placed twenty small red candles on the
outer ring of the wheel, and four larger white candles on the inside the ring. He had the children
light the red candles on weekdays and the four white candles on Sundays as a way for the children
to countdown the days until Christmas.
Over the years, the tradition of the Advent wreath has continued to evolve. Eventually, the Advent
wreath was created out of evergreens. Evergreens, of course, symbolize everlasting life in the
midst of winter, as the evergreen is continuously green. The circle of the Advent wreath reminds
us of God’s unending love and the eternal life that Christ makes possible.
Today, many churches continue to light four large candles every Sunday. Each candle represents
a different gift that God offers to us in Christ.
This Advent, we will light the candles for peace, love, hope, and joy while pondering this question:
why does the world need Christmas?
Friends, the world needs Christmas because the world needs the peace, love, hope, and joy
ushered in by the arrival of Christ. The world needs peace, love, hope, and joy now more than ever.
I hope you will join us for this wonderfully festive season, as we live into these things together.
May we receive the peace, love, hope, and joy that God offers to us in Christ! And may we become
peace, love, hope, and joy to others, for Christ!
In Ministry Together,
Pastor Jen

Phone/Email Contact Information:
Jen Tyler, Pastor
pastor@evergreenumc.com
Julie McGovern, Adm. Asst.
office@evergreenumc.com
Church Office
701-642-6202
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