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Caleb the Camel
Starting November 25, Evergreen UMC is
sponsoring Caleb the Camel, who will make his way
around our community in the weeks leading up to
Christmas. Our hope is to add a little cheer and fun to
our community while getting the “Evergreen UMC”
name out there for all to see.
Thus be sure to keep an eye out for Caleb the
Camel has he moves around Wahpeton in the coming
weeks! We will have an ongoing contest to keep track
of him: the first person in our community to spot Caleb
after he moves will be offered a gift card to a business
in our community.
To get the word out about Caleb’s journey,
Evergreen is sponsoring radio ads, newspaper ads,
and other
promotions.
All of the
prizes (gift
cards) have
already been
donated, but
we’d like your
help, too:
Would you be
willing to
sponsor an ad? They vary in cost, starting with as little
as $6 for a 15 second radio ad (or $12 for 30 seconds),
or up to $85 for larger ads in the Daily News.

Youth News
November has been a full month, complete with
Day of Hope the first week, and a weekend away
at DAKYouth November 9-11. During the
DAKYouth event, we had a great time
worshipping, attending workshops, hearing
incredible, inspiring speakers, and, of course,
laughing with the Skit Guys. If you didn’t make it
this year, plan ahead: this event takes place
every November in Aberdeen! (Don’t forget we’re
also planning a mission trip this summer to
Kansas City — don’t forget to look for that article
for more information!)
December is going to be another eventful month.
We are going to meet
December 5 — 7pm, Youth Group
December 12 — 6-8pm, Bell Ringing for
Salvation Army (Econo Foods)
Sunday, Dec 16 — Children/Youth
Sunday School Program (during worship)
December 19 — 7pm, Christmas Party!
We will then break for 2 weeks over the
Christmas/New Years holidays. When we resume
on Wednesday, January 9, we will meet at
6pm instead of 7pm. This will be a permanent
schedule change as we seek to have our children
and youth ministry times align. Don’t forget: this
also means we are going to have food available
to the youth each week! A light meal will be
offered (free!) each week at 5:30pm. Bring your
friends!

Christmas Eve Service
5 pm Monday, Dec. 24

Salvation Army Needs Bell Ringers

Join us for our 5 pm Christmas
Eve Candlelight service. We invite
everyone to join us for a special service
as we celebrate the birth of our Wonderful Savior. Don’t
forget to invite some friends to join you for this beautiful
worship service.
Please note that we are again giving our Christmas
Eve offering as a gift to others. The Missions Committee
voted to share the missional Christmas Eve offering
between the School BackPack Program and UMCOR for
disaster relief.

The Salvation Army of
Richland Wilkin counties is looking for volunteers to ring the
bells for the Salvation Army Kettle Campaign. If you would like
to volunteer please call Jean
Freden (Econo Foods) 701-6401641, Shirley Fox Trydahl (Breck Econo
Foods) 643-2793 or 701-403-9549 or Brett
Lambrecht (WalMart) 642-7788.

By Jean Freden

Grow
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December, 2018
by Jan Moore

For the BackPack Program, during
DECEMBER we have been asked to
donate :

INDIVIDUAL PUDDING CUPS
Look for totes in the
Fellowship Hall for your
donation.

DakYouth Event in Aberdeen

Thrive Fund Update

by Wayne Millar
Evergreen's obligation to the Dakota Conference’s
5-year capital fund raising effort is $4000 per
year. 2018 is the third year in this fund raising effort.
Contributions designated for this fund have a year-to
-date total of $2125. Individual gifts to this cause are
greatly appreciated. However, if the $4000 goal is
not met by the end of year the necessary funds will
be transferred from the General Fund.

During the month of
November we donated:
68 individual mac &
cheese cups; 60 boxes
of mac & cheese; 2
family size boxes of
mac & cheese; 55 jars
peanut butter; and 36 pudding cups. Items that
could not be used by the Backpack Program are
donated to the Richland-Wilkin Food Pantry.
Thank you for your support of this ministry!!
As a reminder the 2018 Christmas Eve offering
will be split evenly between the Backpack
Program and UMCOR.

Thank you to all who made pledges to financially support Evergreen UMC in 2019. Remember: it’s not too late to
make your pledge if you haven’t had a chance to turn one in yet! To date, our pledges have shown an increase of
nearly 27% over our 2018 pledges. Well done! I look forward to the ways our gifts will continue to help us “Make
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”

Financial News by Wayne Millar
Thank you for your financial support of Evergreen UMC during 2018. The first half of the year the church’s
income was almost equal to the church’s expense, over the past few month the income has not kept pace will the
expenses. As of November 30, the deficit was approximately $7,500 so the church will need an exceptional month
of collections to be able to meet all of our financial obligations. We have seen and met similar financial challenges
in the past, so I am optimistic we will be successful in reaching our goal. We prayerfully ask that you continue to
support the ministry of Evergreen with your financial gifts.
For your financial planning purposes – Monday, December 31 will be the last day we can receive offerings
to be recorded on your 2018 financial giving statements. If you have year-end gifts that you were planning to make
to our general fund, please have them to the church by that date. Thank you.
We are also encouraging members to sign up for electronic giving - it’s convenient and provides much
needed consistency for our church. There is no cost to participate. To become an electronic giver, visit the church
office.

Care
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Holiday Bake Sale @ EUMC
Saturday, December 15
9 - 11 am
Rolls & Coffee will be served.
All proceeds will go to United
Methodist Women mission projects.
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Jingle BELLS, Jingle BELLS!
Calling all bell ringers who would like to
be part of a “bell choir” for Christmas Eve.
It has been tradition at Evergreen to
have a bell choir on Christmas Eve. This year we
are once again planning to ring bells. So if you
will be at Evergreen on Christmas Eve and would
like to be part of the Bell Choir, please plan early and let Julie
know by December 9th that you would like to be a ringer.

Christmas Eve - Special Music

Sunday School Christmas Program
10 am, Sunday, December 16

Baked Potato Bar Follows

All are welcome!

Alphean Winter
Concert
3 pm, Sunday,
December 2
@ Faith Church (1589 11th St. N.)
Free-will offering
Our sympathy to the
family of Marlys Hoeft.
She died Nov. 9 and
her funeral was held at
Evergreen UMC on
November 14.
Our sympathy to the family of Esther Gordon.
She died Nov. 23 and her funeral was held at
Evergreen UMC on November 28.
Our sympathy to Janice Walter & family on
the recent death of her sister, Donna
Hanson.

Music Ministry is looking for individuals or groups who
will be available to share vocal or instrumental music for our
Christmas Eve Service. If you or your family would like to sing or
play a selection, please contact the office by December 16th.
Thanks for sharing!

Evergreen Celebrates December
Birthdays and Anniversaries
*Denotes anniversaries
1—David Gripentrog Sr.
1—Diane Poppen
1—Deb Boyer
2 - Charlene Gange
2 - Roger Richels
2 - Carter St. Aubin
3—Julie Boyer
5—Rufat Agayev
6—Marlin Galde
6—Jamie Mohs
7—Marlene MetcalfJohnson
9 - Jack Blaufuss
9—Marston & Sherri
Metcalf*
9— Dale & Diane Poppen*
10 - Lenora Harrison
10 - Tom McGovern
10 - Elizabeth Meyer
11 - Tina Galde

11 - Kayden Stevens
12 - Madelynn Meyer
13—Joan Fredericksen
15—Whitney West
17—John & Pam Nagel*
22—Norik Astvatsaturov
22 - Cole Meyer
23—Isabelle Nelson
24—Bette Derry
24—John Eastin
24—Bryan and Mary
Wolfgram*
25 - Ethan Erickson
27—Lenore Stevens
27—Max & Doreen Reinke*
28 - Ray Bartosh
28—Richard & Margaret
Johnson*
29—Rick and Sharon
Krueger*
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By Denise Eastin

"Sacred Spaces: Encounters with God and Neighbors"
In November, 18 UMW members gathered for our last general meeting of the year. Mary Schradick
presented the lesson: "Sacred Spaces of Sharing Food". Hope Circle provided refreshments. This was our
Installation of Officers meeting. A list of Officers will be printed in the January 2019 newsletter.
The UMW Pledge to Mission for 2019 is $3200. This figure has been met by proceeds from the Bazaar. The
net proceeds that exceeded that figure, $1520, will be given to the General Fund of Evergreen UMC. Proceeds
from Bazaar not only help UMW mission projects, they help every member and guest in our church. Next
year, won't you please encourage all members of our church to participate in Bazaar? Looking at the bulletin
board in the Fellowship Hall, it's evident that we have a lot of talented people in our church family. Let's join
hands and work for God. He put us here for a reason.
The UMW Year End Giving ($1500) was voted upon and approved as follows:
Local Level -- Wilkin/Richland Co. Food Pantry $300 (paid in March 2019 when the state of Minnesota will
match the donation). School Backpack Program $100; Conference Level -- Spirit Lake Ministry Center $100,
Emma Norton Services, St. Paul, MN $100, Wesley Acres Camp $200; National/International Level -- UMCOR
$400, Henderson Settlement, KY $100, Solar Ovens Project/Haiti $200
News about Serving groups: Jean Freden and Alinda Bassingthwaite will be narrowing our 5 groups into 4
groups.
Something new this year... organizing and delivery of Christmas gifts to shut-ins will be added to the good
deeds list of Evergreen's Congregational Care Team.
The UMW Holiday Bake Sale has been scheduled for Saturday, December 15th from 9 to 11 am. Along with
the Bake Sale, we'll offer freshly made Rolls and Coffee for a free will donation. This event gives us all an
opportunity to welcome the Community with our hospitality. Any unsold (hope not!) Bake Sale items will be
made available to church goers the following Sunday. We hope to sell all sorts of
baked goods, snacks, candy, and canned goods, too! You are encouraged to Label
and Price all of your donations. If you are unsure of price, at least please label your
creations ... believe it or not, many cookies & bars looks alike.
Sandy Olson was presented with Jewel of a Woman during the worship service on
Sunday, November 25 (left).
Circles will meet in December for potlucks. Enjoy your time together!
UMW Sunday has been scheduled for January 13th with Pastor Jen delivering the
sermon. The next general meeting of UMW is scheduled for Thursday, January 11 th
at 1:30pm.

Lydia Project

by Bonnie Beeson

I am pleased to announce that YOU DID IT! In fact Evergreen will exceed our pledge
of 100 scarves for the 2020 General Conference. Some of you have mentioned that
you are still crocheting and have scarves at home. As soon as you have finished your
scarves, please drop them off in the church storage room. There is a box and basket
just waiting for you. Please do NOT add your scarves to the totes - they have already been counted. If you
have any of the amethyst color yarn left over, drop it off along with your scarves. We have a volunteer that
will crochet all the “left overs” into another scarf. Keep watch for the FINAL TALLY coming in a future
newsletter! I thank God for each of you that has knitted, crocheted, or furnished yarn. You have been a part of
helping the Dakotas/Minnesota Conferences show hospitality to the 2020 General Conference delegates.

http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

**NOTICE** New Email Contact Information:
Jen Tyler, Pastor
pastor@evergreenumc.com
Julie McGovern, Adm. Asst. office@evergreenumc.com
2
Advent 1
9 am, Sunday School &
Coffee Time
10 am Worship
3 pm, Alphean Concert
at Faith Church

3

4

5
6 pm, Christian Ed
Committee
6 pm, Praise Team
7 pm, Choir Practice
7 pm, Youth Group

9
Advent 2
9 am, Sunday School &
Coffee Time
10 am, Worship (noisy
bucket offering)

10

11

12

16
Advent 3
9 am, Sunday School &
Coffee Time
10 am, Worship
Sunday School Christmas Program with
baked potatoes following

17

23

24

Advent 4
9 am, Coffee (Adult
Sunday School only)
10 am, Worship

6: pm, Worship
Committee
7 pm, Administrative Council

7 pm, Joy Circle

9:30 am, Hope
Circle
1:30 am, Sunshine Circle

18

9 am, Coffee (No Sunday School)
10 am, Worship

31

7

8

13

14

15

9 am, Sewing

Holiday Bake
Sale
@ EUMC
9-11 am
Coffee &
Carmel Rolls

19
6 pm, Praise Team
7 pm, Choir Practice
7 pm, Youth Group
Christmas Party

20

26

27

28

29

Jan. 2

Jan. 3

Jan. 4

Jan. 5

25

5 pm, Christmas
Eve Candlelight
Service

30

6 pm, Youth
(Salvation Army
Kettle)
6 pm, Praise Team
7 pm, Choir Practice

6

9 am, Sewing
7 pm, Finance
Committee

21

22

NEWSLETTER
ARTICLE
DEADLINE

No Praise Team,
Choir or Youth
Group this week.

Jan. 1

No Praise Team or
Youth Group.
7 pm, Choir Practice

Respond
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Harris Bailey left
Monday, Nov. 26 for
Sierra Leone, Africa
with the Solar Oven
Partners.

All Saint’s Sunday, November 4

Children’s Ministry

By Becky Dockter

We are looking forward to upcoming events for our Children’s Sunday School in the next month. On December
16th, the kids and youth will be presenting a Christmas program during our regular 10 am, service. They have
been busy practicing in the past few weeks, so we hope you will join us! There will again be a baked potato bar
following the service for all who can attend. Sunday school will take a break over Christmas and New Years, then
on January 9th we will make a change to our program by starting with Wednesday School! A meal will be
served for children, family, and volunteers (everyone welcome) at 5:30 pm, with Wednesday School
programming from 6:00-6:45 pm. We will be in need of people to help with preparing and serving the meal, as
well as volunteers to help teach weekly classes. We are making this transition to reach out more effectively to
the kids of our community and hope we can come together as a church to make this a successful ministry. Merry
Christmas to all!

Summer Youth Mission Trip
We’re starting to get registered for our summer mission trip! We will be heading down to Kansas City to
attend the Youth2019 event — a nationwide United Methodist youth event that takes place every 4 years (this is
the same event we attended in Florida in 2015). Just like last time, we’re leaving a bit early so that before the
conference starts, we can take part in an Urban Plunge (we will be gone July 7-14).
The Urban Plunge is 3 days of mission and service as together we will seek to spread the Word of God and
the love of Jesus by serving Kansas City (July 8-10, 2019). During this time we will experience new cultures, work
with the homeless and those in need, discover our abilities to serve others outside our comfort zones, discover
God’s call for our lives, and have life-changing impact within local communities
We will then move on to attend the Youth2019 Conference whose theme this year, is: “Love Well.” July 1014 we will join thousands of United Methodists at the Kansas City Convention Center for four days of discipleship,
worship, Bible study, service opportunities, and life-changing fun! Expect inspiration, support, and challenges to
grow authentically as a world-changing disciple of Jesus Christ.
This trip is open to all youth currently in grades 6-12, and cost per person will be $800 (that includes
transportation, housing, meals, and event registration). It’s going to be a great time! For more information, please
be in touch with Pastor Jen. Registration and deposit deadlines are fast approaching, so don’t wait!

Pastoral Letter
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Pastor’s Ponderings
Finding out who we are and where we’ve come from seems to be really popular right now. That’s
why websites like ancestry.com, 23 and me, or genogolgy.com all exist: they offer services to help
us learn more about our heritage through biology.
There are lots of reasons to use such services. Part of it is curiosity, and wanting to know more
about the people who make up our family trees. In other words: we want to know who the people
are that made us who we are, and we want to know where they came from.
Another part of our curiosity is biologically driven, as we wonder about biological markers we should
watch out for. Plus, in an increasingly more diverse world, we wonder: Is our ancestry really what
we thought it was?
Whatever the reason, I am intrigued by the surge in companies like these who exist to help us learn
more about where we came from. It’s fascinating to know, isn’t it?
This fascination with our past and where we’ve come from isn’t a new thing. Even in biblical times,
we know people were interested in knowing their history and who they were connected to. They
wanted to know the people and places and cultures from which they came, in order to be better connected to people around them in their present — and future.
This was true in stories of the Old Testament, where we find countless genealogies listed as early
as the book of Genesis. It was also true in the New Testament, which opens with the Gospel of Matthew. The first 17 verses of Matthew give us the genealogy of Jesus, starting with his ancestor
Abraham.
One of the things I love about this list, is that it isn’t what we might expect. After all, Jesus’ genealogy includes people like Rahab the prostitute, Ruth the widow, King David the shepherd promoted
to King, and Mary and Joseph: an unmarried couple.
Friends: this is good news for us, because if God used unlikely people like these to fulfill his purpose
in the past, God can use unlikely people like you and me to accomplish his mission today. This
means that God has a purpose for each of us no matter our past or our background. All we have to
do is say yes to God.
That’s why I want to invite you to join me this Advent season for our new sermon series: “The
Unlikely Family Tree of Jesus.” Every weekend, we will learn about someone new in Jesus’ family
tree, discovering how they prepared the way for the Messiah by saying yes to God. You won’t want
to miss it!
Pastor Jen
**NOTICE** New Email Contact Information:
Jen Tyler, Pastor
pastor@evergreenumc.com
Julie McGovern, Adm. Asst. office@evergreenumc.com
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