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Decorating at Evergreen

Christmas Eve Services
10 am & 5 pm
Sunday, December 24
Join us for our usual 10 am, worship
service as we celebrate Advent 4 and then
again at 5 pm, for our Christmas Eve
Candlelight service. We invite everyone to
join us for a special service as we celebrate
the birth of our
Wonderful Savior. Don’t
forget to invite some
friends to join you for
this beautiful worship
service.
Please note that
we are again giving our
Christmas Eve offering as a gift to others.
The Missions Committee voted to share the
missional Christmas Eve offering between
the Richland Wilkin food pantry and
UMCOR for recent disaster relief.

Salvation Army Needs Bell Ringers

By Jean Freden

The Salvation Army of Richland Wilkin counties is looking for volunteers to ring the bells
for the Salvation Army Kettle Campaign. If you would like to volunteer please call Jean
Freden (Econo Foods) 701-640-1641, Shirley Fox Trydahl (Breck Econo Foods) 643-2793
or 701- 403- 9549 or Brett Lambrecht (WalMart) 642-7788.

USHERS NEEDED
Would you be willing to usher for a month in 2018?
Please sign up on the bulletin board.

Grow
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Children’s Ministry by Becky Dockter
We have a few events coming up this
month for our children’s Sunday School
program. Sunday, December 3rd all kids, youth,
and adults are invited to go to the movie “The
Star” for the 12:45 pm, showing. Meet at the
Breckenridge theater at 12:15 pm, so that we can
sit together.
Our Christmas program will be during the
worship service on December 17th and the kids
will be presenting the short play “Happy Birthday
Jesus”. We will have a baked potato bar (thanks to
the Moffet's for their donation of potatoes again
this year!) and birthday cake after the service and
hope that everyone can join us. The kids will be
practicing during Sunday School on December 3,
10, and 17 so plan to be there and meet in the
church instead of the chapel on those days! There
will be no Sunday School on December 24 or 31.

Thrive Fund Update by Wayne Millar
Evergreen's obligation to the Dakota Conference’s
5-year capital fund raising effort is $4000 per year.
Contributions designated for this fund have a
year-to-date total of $3,505. At the end of the year,
if there is a surplus, it will be applied to next year’s
commitment. If there is a shortage the necessary
funds will be transferred from the General Fund.

Mission News

December, 2017
by Jan Moore

The Back Pack Project is always a great place to
send a little holiday cheer to children and families in need. Look for the totes in the Fellowship
Hall for your donation. In November we collected
103 boxes of mac & cheese and 287 fruit
strips.
During the month of December the “ONE
THING” collection item is:
SNACK CRACKERS
CHEESE OR PEANUT BUTTER
 Missions Committee met for a

meeting and decided the 2017
Christmas Eve offering will be donated to the local Food Pantry and UMCOR for recent disaster
relief.
 Evergreen Missions Committee has set our
volunteer hours at 400 hours for the KIDS COUNT
MIRACLE OFFERING and are posting the hours on
the thermometer in the Fellowship Hall. Please
keep track of any hours you donate or have donated from June 1, 2017 through May 31, 2018,
from helping with any events with or for kids
(reading at the schools, packing back pack, ZooBoo, etc.). Look for any opportunities. Give Julie,
in the office, a list of hours you have donated and
we will post them up on the bulletin board
thermometer.

Financial News by Wayne Millar
Thank you for your financial support of Evergreen UMC during 2017. This year's income has almost kept up
with our expenses so the deficit has not been as large as we have seen in past years. On November 1 the deficit
was $4,720 so with a little extra help from each of us, we will meet all of our financial obligations. We
prayerfully ask that you continue to support the ministry of Evergreen with your financial gifts.
For your financial planning purposes –
Thursday, December 28 will be the last day we can receive offerings to be recorded on your 2017 financial
giving statements. If you have year-end gifts that you were planning to make to our general fund, please have
them to the church by that date. Thank you.
We are also encouraging members to sign up for electronic giving - it’s convenient and provides much needed
consistency for our church. There is no cost to participate. To become an electronic giver, visit the church office.
Forms are also available on the usher table.

Care
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Holiday Bake Sale @ EUMC
Saturday, December 16
9 - 11 am
Rolls & Coffee will be served.
All proceeds will go to United
Methodist Women mission projects.
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Youth News
The Youth Group is shifting to meeting on Sundays.
We will plan to meet from 11:30 am -1 pm, after worship.
This time will include a noon meal.
We will meet in the Fellowship Hall to go shopping for
Christmas Kids gifts on Sun. Dec. 3 (youth do not need to
bring any money). We will go from there to the movie “The
Star”. We will be back to the church at 2:30 pm.
Youth will be meeting on December 3, 10 & 17. We
will then break for the holidays and resume on January 7.

Evergreen Celebrates December
Birthdays and Anniversaries
*Denotes anniversaries

Sunday School Christmas Program
10 am, Sunday, December 17

Baked Potato Bar Follows
All are welcome!

Winter Concert
Alphean Male Chorus
3 pm, Sunday, December 3
@ Faith Church
(1589 11th St. N.)
Free-will offering

A huge THANK
YOU to those who
helped decorate
for Advent/
Christmas!! We
plan to take down decorations
on January 7.

1—David Gripentrog Sr.
1—Diane Poppen
1—Deb Boyer
2 - Charlene Gange
2 - Roger Richels
2 - Carter St. Aubin
3—Julie Boyer
5—Rufat Agayev
6—Marlin Galde
6—Jamie Mohs
7—Marlene MetcalfJohnson
9—Marston & Sherri
Metcalf*
9— Dale & Diane Poppen*
10 - Lenora Harrison
10 - Tom McGovern
10 - Elizabeth Meyer
11 - Tina Galde
12 - Madelynn Meyer
13—Joan Fredericksen
15—Whitney West

17—John & Pam Nagel*
21—Darrel & Dee Boyer*
22—Norik Astvatsaturov
22 - Cole Meyer
23—Isabelle Nelson
24—Bette Derry
24—John Eastin
24—Bryan and Mary
Wolfgram*
25 - Ethan Erickson
27—Lenore Stevens
27—Max & Doreen Reinke*
28 - Ray Bartosh
28—Richard & Margaret
Johnson*
29—Rick and Sharon
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United Methodist Women News: ”A Call To Community”

By Denise Eastin

The last General meeting of UMW for 2017 met on November 9th with 17 members present. Hope Circle
hosted and provided refreshments. This was our Installation of Officers meeting. A list of 2018 UMW Officers
will be printed in next month's newsletter article.
Our program for the evening "Refreshing Ourselves for Mission", was presented by Lois Berndt from the
UMW Program Book. Its focus was the work of women who supported Jesus' ministry by their presence and
financially in a time that doing so was extremely radical for women. The lesson challenged us to renew and
strengthen our faith so we can better engage ourselves in acts of justice and mercy.
Marjo Johnson graciously accepted coordinating the purchase of Christmas gifts to UMW member/spouse
shut-ins during the Christmas season.
The UMW pledge for 2018 was voted upon and approved to remain at $3200. Also approved was a pledge of
$1400 for 2017 Year-End Giving as follows:
Local level -- Wilkin/Richland Co. Food Pantry: $300 (paid in March 2018 when the State of MN will match
our giving).
Conference level -- Spirit Lake Ministry Center: $100, Emma Norton Services, St Paul, MN: $100, Wesley
Acres Camp: $200 (up $50 from last year)
National/International level -- UMCOR: $400 (up $200 from last year), Solar Ovens Project, Haiti: $200,
Henderson Settlement, KY: $100
Lois Berndt, Secretary of Program Resources, distributed UMW Reading Program ribbons to the following
members: Fern Bailey (Plan IV), Annetta Nies (Plan II), Mary Schradick, Lois Berndt, Jeanette Plummer, Marjo
Johnson, Bonnie Anderson, Irina Astvatsaturova (Plan I). Lois reported that 10 new books have been
purchased (by UMW and Fern Bailey) and placed in the church library ... just waiting for you to check them out
and get started in your desire to participate in the 2018 UMW Reading Program!
Last year's UMW Holiday Bake Sale was so successful ($277.75 with just the participation of our church
family), that it was voted on to host a sale and invite the Community to come and sample our Hospitality and
tasty offerings...
It's been scheduled for Saturday, Dec. 16th from 9am to 11am. Along with the Bake Sale, we'll offer rolls and
coffee on a free will donation, offering Hospitality to our Community and a chance for them to see the
friendliness of our church family. Any (hope not!) unsold items will be available for sale to persons attending
church the following Sunday. We hope to sell all sorts of baked goods, and candy, and snacks, and canned
goods, too! You are being encouraged to Label and Price all of your donations. If you're unsure on pricing, at
least please Label them ... believe it or not, a lot of cookies look alike! Alinda Bassingthwaite, Linda Bailey,
Mary Schradick, and Jean Freden are heading the Holiday Bake Sale Committee. Please call them with any
questions you may have.
The next General meeting of UMW will be January 11th at 10am, with Cindy Yeager, District Shepherdess,
giving the lesson, "Call to Prayer and Self-Denial". Joy Circle will host and offer refreshments.

It is that time of the year! Work Groups will be updated in early December. If you are
looking for a change such as being added to the Above and Beyond group, or having your name
removed or changing to a different group, please call the church office (642-6202).
Thank you for all the donations and cooperation from all of you! It is deeply appreciated.
Happy Holidays!
Jean Freden and Alinda Bassingthwaite

http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1

2

7

8

9

14

15

16
Holiday Bake
Sale
@ EUMC
9-11 am
Coffee &
Carmel Rolls

3
Advent 1
9 am, Sunday School &
Coffee Time
10 am Worship
11:30 am, Youth Group
12:15 pm, Meet @ Cinema 6 for the movie
“The Star”.
3 pm, Alphean Concert
at Faith Church

4
6:30 pm, Worship Committee

5

6
6 pm, Confirmation
6 pm, Praise Team
7 pm, Choir Practice

10
Advent 2
9 am, Sunday School &
Coffee Time
10 am, Worship (noisy
bucket offering)
11:30 am, Youth Group

11

12
6 pm, Joy Circle
(note earlier
time) potluck
appetizers

13
6 pm, Confirmation
6 pm, Praise Team
7 pm, Choir Practice

17
Advent 3
9 am, Sunday School &
Coffee Time
10 am, Worship
Sunday School Christmas Program with
baked potatoes following)
11:30 am, Youth Group

18

19

20
6 pm, Praise Team
7 pm, Choir Practice

21

22

23

24
Advent 4
9 am, Coffee (No Sunday School)
10 am, Worship
5 pm, Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service

25

26

27

28
Last day for
financial gifs to
be recorded in
2017.

29
NEWSLETTER
ARTICLE
DEADLINE

30

31
9 am, Coffee (No
Sunday School)
10 am, Worship

9:30 am, Hope
Circle
1:30 am, Sunshine Circle

9 am, Sewing

9 am, Sewing

Respond
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All Saint’s Sunday, November 5

December, 2017

Annual Charge Conference Meeting - November 18
NDSCS student, Vanesa Aguilera, (left) cleaning all the toys in the
nursery.
A thank you to Vanesa for all she has done at Evergreen. She
volunteers 2 hours each week.

Jingle BELLS, Jingle BELLS!
Calling all bell ringers who would like to be part of a “bell
choir” for Christmas Eve.
Our sympathy to the
family of Evy Williams.
She died Nov. 25 and
her funeral was held
at Evergreen UMC on
November 28.

Monthly Offering
Totals for November
$13,532.50
Monthly Need:
$19,002.00
Noisy Bucket Offering: $98.69

It has been tradition at
Evergreen to have a bell choir
on Christmas Eve. This year we
are once again planning to ring
bells. However, Christmas Eve
is on a Sunday, so if you will be
at Evergreen on Christmas Eve
and would like to be part of the
Bell Choir, please plan early
and let Julie know by December
12th that you would like to be a ringer.

Christmas Eve - Special Music
Music Ministry is looking for individuals or groups who will be
available to share vocal or instrumental music for our Christmas Eve
Service. If you or your family would like to sing or play a selection,
please contact the office by December 12th. Thanks for sharing!

Pastoral Letter
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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’Tis the season… to be Generous!
Statistics show that people are always more generous this time of year, and I’ve come to love that. I
love that the birth of Christ is connected to a trend of giving more. The sight of red kettles and more
food pantry drop-off sites have invited me to think about what it is to live fully into our generosity. To
think about how — and why — our giving matters.
There isn’t a way to quantify the value of our giving, of course, but if we could count it up, the impact
Evergreen UMC has throughout the year would be anything but small.
In addition to growing in our own faith, we have sought to reach out and share our faith with the
community around us. We have offered the space of our buildings for use by various community
groups, and we support ministries such as our community’s backpack program (feeding hundreds of
children every weekend).
You, dear church, are living generously. and what you are doing matters. It matters more than we
may ever know.
A few weeks ago I was reminded of this through a simple thank you card we (Evergreen UMC) received in the mail. It was from someone who benefited from the Christmas Kids project nearly 20
years ago. She wrote about how times had been hard with her two young children, and how Evergreen UMC really provided for them through the gift of warm coats, outerwear, and even Christmas
gifts for her children. These things really made a difference, lifting a burden when they weren’t sure
where to turn.
This week — 20 years later — she wrote to say thank you. Her children are now grown with advanced degrees and families of their own. As this proud mom rests in her gratitude, she was thinking about harder times, when they could have never imagined where life would end up. In her own
effort to pay it forward, she decided to pass on her blessings. Along with her thank you note, she
included a check to support our ongoing ministry of the Christmas Kids Project. Through her generous gift, we will be able to pay forward her gratitude in tangible ways, blessing another family in
ways she once could not afford to care for her own.
Church: she is grateful, for you! What you do — and how you give — matters!
Twenty years later: this family is still grateful and blessed by an act of generosity you have long
since forgotten about, as we instead focus on our ministry of today, and on the families currently living in our community. It makes me wonder: what are you going to do today… this month… this
year… that will make an impact to be reflected on 20 years from now?
At Evergreen UMC, this kind of extravagant generosity that serves to bless others and pour forth
love is exactly what we seek to be about. We seek to follow the example of Christ by reaching out to
others in need, lightening their burdens one person — and one family — at a time.
My hope and prayer is that this call to service beyond ourselves will be renewed
with each passing day. This holiday season and always, may we continue to live
into this legacy of generosity, giving in abundance for Christ’s sake.
In gratitude for you,
Pastor Jen
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