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Staff Parish Update

By Lois Berndt, Chairperson

The Staff Parish Relations Committee was introduced to
our new Pastor, Mary Ann Bernard on March 19th
through a video conference. She is a native North
Dakotan and now working in New York state. We were
able to ask questions pertinent to our congregation and
lifestyle in this area. She has had experience with all age
groups and comes with strength, joy and an open heart
to minister and lead Evergreen’s congregation. We are
looking forward to meeting Rev. Bernard around July
first.

Grace and Peace to you all!

Evergreen UMC Members and Friends,
We want you to know that Evergreen is
taking the COVID-19 pandemic seriously, and
doing everything we can to keep our community
safe.
This means there will be no in-person
worship at Evergreen. Our buildings are closed
and all in person gatherings including worship
are suspended until further notice.
Please join us for online worship via our
Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/
EvergreenUMC), or on our YouTube Channel
(https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCIc_VwnYhLfBdL6Tkzrl5JQ? — please
subscribe if you haven’t yet!),
To accompany our shift to online worship,
we have also updated our giving options, as you
can now give online through our website
(www.evergreenumc.com/#/welcome/give)

I am Rev. Mary Ann Bernard, an Elder in the Dakota's
Conference currently working in the Finger Lakes region
of New York as Director of Pastoral Care at a multi-level
senior housing complex with about350 residents and 350
staff. Before March 2, I had a staff of 3 working with me.
The Board of Bethany Village engaged in restructuring that left us suddenly with a very limited number of
pastoral care hours. Since that shocking day, I simply opened my heart to God and asked for guidance. I
reached out in many directions, but the important one was reaching
toward home through Rev. Randy Cross. Since then, I've met with the
Appointive Cabinet who considered my gifts and graces for ministry
and matched me with your church. I'm thrilled!
I'm excited to meet you and join you in ministry in Wahpeton. I would
describe myself as one who values honesty, creativity, gratitude,
learning, and the resurrecting power of God. I work hard. I come with
strength, joy, and an open heart, and pray to become the leader you
need to fulfill the mission of your congregation. I look forward to
potlucks, personal sharing, and working and worship together. I
promise to offer you the best I have, and to call forth the best from
you. Blessings for this time of transition as we move through the
changes that lead every one of us forward into God's future.
Pastor Mary Ann
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UMW News
By Kay Nelson, Communications
Greetings, United Methodist Women,
A big thank-you to Denise Easton for getting our column out to all of you while I was out of the area.
March 6 our church hosted the World Day of Prayer, attended by 47 people who represented six churches.
$489.00 was given for an offering. A video presentation on Zimbabwe opened our service, followed by several
readings/skits challenging us to actions of love, peace, and reconciliation with our neighbors around the world.
Our general meeting was held Thursday, March 12, with Lois Berndt giving the lesson, “Holy, Bold Women
Lead.” Sunshine Circle hosted with yummy desserts and coffee.
All Focus meetings and Shepherdess visits have been cancelled due to the coronavirus situation.
The spring bake sale scheduled for May 2 has been postponed at this time, watch for updates. It will
depend on the status of the coronavirus situation.
Our next general meeting of UMW is scheduled for May 14 at 7 p.m. Hope Circle will host the meeting.
Fern Bailey will give the program on Mission Giving. And again, it will depend on the status of the coronavirus
situation.

We are missing a large
black crock-pot from
the kitchen. Has
anyone seen it?
Since we haven't been able to
meet in person at Evergreen, we
have included a self-addressed
envelope. Please feel free to
send prayer requests,
announcements, offering, etc. to the office. We
have also updated our giving options, and you
can now give online through our website
(www.evergreenumc.com/#/welcome/give)

This year, for our Maundy Thursday
worship service (April 9), I want to invite you
to join me for an hour of prayer. Specifically:
you will find a one page (front and back)
instructional sheet enclosed with this
newsletter that guides you through an hour
of prayer. If you are able, I would love for
you to spend an hour in prayer, starting at
7pm on April 9. Obviously, if you can’t do it
at that time, any hour of your day will do…
but I do love the idea of all of us praying
together, even as we are apart.

http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Prayer Concerns at Evergreen
Evergreen UMC

Please contact the office to have names added and/or removed from our
prayer concerns list.

1120 Evergreen Ct.
Wahpeton, ND 58075
(701) 642-6202

Please pray for:

Pastor:
Jen Tyler
pastor@evergreenumc.com

Administrative Asst.:

Renee Rohman, Harriet Fleenor, Barb Foote, Linda

McDougall, Merle Rubish, Marlys Phillips, Alta Lehmann, Kermith Krueger,
Bob Spenst, Fay Woy, Donna Stone, Cheryl Holding Eagle, Bernice Oliver,
Jim Stone, Yelena Arutyunov, Gloria Plummer, David Gripentrog, Randy
Rittenour (Richardson’s son-in-law), Paula Frazier (Pam Nagel’s sister),
Duren Moffet (Don’s brother), Shelly Muerer (Rich/Margaret Johnson’s
niece), Paul Frazier (Pam Nagel’s brother-in-law)

Julie McGovern
office@evergreenumc.com

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
8 am - 3 pm
Our Church buildings are closed
to public please call or email

Sundays:
10 am, Online Worship Only
Via Facebook and YouTube

Website:
www.evergreenumc.com

Facebook:
Wahpeton Evergreen UMC

March Monthly Offering
$13,431.20
Monthly Need:
$20,373.00
Noisy Buckets: $116.92

Early bird camp registration
deadline is April 30!

Evergreen Celebrates April
Birthdays and Anniversaries
*Denotes anniversaries
1. Nathan Garner
2. Jeff Leinen
4. Bob LeClair
4. Janice Nelson
5. Michael Dassenko
5. Brenley St. Aubin
5. Chris & Janice Nelson*
6. Avalon Werner
7. Elaine Maddock
8. Julie McGovern
8. Sharon Krueger
9. Alicia & Jordan Blaufuss*
10. Barb Foote
11. Don & Jennifer Faul*
13. Sam Hill
14. Linda Owens
14. John & Elaine Maddock*
16. John DelVal
16. Beck Schmitt

18. Susan Rittenour
18. Cody & Rachel Metcalf*
20. Mike Beeson
20. Margaret Johnson
20. Don Moffet
20. Griffin Mahoney
22. Renee Drewlow
22. Ruben Arutyunov
25. Alicia Blaufuss
26. Brody Wolfgram
27. Donna Stone
28. Hayle Wells
29. Norik & Irina Astvatsaturov*
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Children’s Wednesday School

By Becky Dockter

With the recent turn of events, we will not be having
Wednesday School for the rest of the school year. We
do still want the kids to be able to connect with God
and our church, so we are sending out weekly lessons
that can be used at home! If you are not receiving
these emails and would like to, please email Julie in
the church office to be added to the list at
office@evergreenumc.com.
We do plan to proceed with Vacation Bible School at
Evergreen August 3-6. We will combine with other
local churches again this summer, so look for more
information to come. WE NEED VOLUNTEERS from
our church to make this work- specifically someone to
run the games station outside, as well as a couple of
crew leaders to take kids from station to station. We
also need a group to help out preparing and serving a
meal for the kids on August 3rd. Please email Becky
at beckydockter@gmail.com or call/text at 701-6409290 if this is something you would be able to help us
with.

There’s A Camp for That!!
Looking for some adventure this summer? Check out
Dakotas’ United Methodist Camps! Like basketball?
There’s a camp for that. Like Minecraft? There’s a
camp for that. Like water activities? There’s a camp
for that. Just looking for relaxation and spiritual
renewal? Yep, there’s a camp for that, too. There is
something for the whole family to enjoy in the
company of other United Methodists sharing their
love for God. Evergreen will pay one-half of the
early bird camp fee for one camp. Before
registering, call the church office for the registration
code for the credit. Additionally, an early-bird
discount is given to campers who register and pay by
April 30th. Camping brochures are available at the
church, or visit dakcamps.org to see what is offered
for students, families, adults, and those with special
needs.
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MISSIONS NEWS

By Jan Moore

Due to COVID-19 the Richland-Wilkin Relay
for Life (American Cancer Society) has been
canceled for April 4, 2020. However, the
American Cancer Society continues in its
efforts to collect donations. If anyone would like to
make a donation to Relay for Life/ American Cancer
Society they may: Go online to: www.relayforlife.org/
richlandwilkinnd OR make checks payable to the
American Cancer Society and drop them off at the First
Community Credit Union in an envelope marked
Richland-Wilkin Relay for Life donation. The American
Cancer Society continues it’s fundraising efforts
through August, so the only thing that is canceled are
large public gatherings. Evergreen did sell luminaries
for 2 weeks and we have collected $292 which will be
donated. The luminaries filled out will be saved and
given to the event coordinator to be used during the
next Richland-Wilkin Relay for Life. Thank you for your
support in the fight against cancer.
Because the Church is closed, we will not be
collecting for the Back Pack Program this month.
However, please be aware that the Back Pack Program
is currently sending out food for the students. If you
wish to donate they are requesting large cans of beef
Ravioli and/or Squeez Apple Sauce. Econofoods does
have carts available inside the store as a drop off site.
You may also send a financial donation by making a
check payable to the Richland-Wilkin Back Pack
Program and mailing it to the Richland-Wilkin Back
Pack Program, 699 8th Avenue S. in Wahpeton 58075.
Thank you to everyone who has helped with donations
to the Back Pack Project, during the month of March.
You donated 180 GO-GO Squeez Fruit & Veggiez; 2 jars
of peanut butter; 1 chicken snack; and 8 chicken
lunches. Extra items that could not be used by the
Backpack Program were donated to the RichlandWilkin Food Pantry. Thank you for your support of this
ministry!!
Missions Committee did decide there will be a
Sunday of Service this upcoming fall in September,
2020.
Another Mission Trip to Raymond, South
Dakota, to assemble/pack solar ovens has been
discussed. We were checking into dates. Once the
COVID-19 social distancing limitations are lifted some
dates will be found. Keep your eyes and ears open, we
will let you know what, when and where once we have
the information!!

http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday
1

Friday
2

Saturday
3

4

No in person gatherings/activities at Evergreen UMC due to COVID-19

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

7 pm, Good
Friday Service
Online Only

See insert

10 am, Online Worship
(via Facebook and
YouTube)

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

20

21

22

23

24

25

29

30

May 1

May 2

CHURCH
OFFICE
CLOSED
10 am, Online Worship

19
10 am, Online Worship

26
10 am, Online Worship

7 pm, Staff
Parish Meeting
via Zoom

27

28
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God our father walk through my
house and take away all my
worries and illnesses; and
please watch over and heal my
family in Jesus' name. Amen.

Youth burned dried palm branches
on March 11.

Remember Your Prayer Partner

Bishop Bruce Ough issued a letter to the
Dakotas and Minnesota Conferences on March 24 in
which he wrote, "After much consultation, prayer,
processing of data, and seeking to comply with
guidelines from the Centers for Disease Control and
our three state governments, I am extending my
earlier request and now asking that all our
congregations suspend in-person worship until at
least May 10… I will continue to monitor new data and
directives or relaxed restrictions, and update or modify
my request as appropriate."
Evergreen UMC will be honoring this request in
an effort to continue caring for our church and
community. Stay tuned for further updates as this
date draws near, and as always, please feel free to call
the church or reach out to Pastor Jen in the interim.

Spring Bake Sale
with Fresh Donuts
at Evergreen UMC
Rolls & Coffee
Saturday, May 2nd
from 9am to 11am

General Conference 2020 has been postponed until 2021.
The Commission on General Conference is working on
dates with the Minneapolis Convention Center.

Pastoral Letter
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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In a rare turn of events, I wrote my newsletter article early this month. After spending a few weeks at the
beginning of March sick, including a bout with laryngitis that left me in silence for a few days, I had a lot
to say about sitting in the quiet. I was bursting with gratitude for health and the things we take for
granted, for our church leadership that stepped up to lead in my absence, and for the many ways I felt
cared for in that time.
Fast forward a few weeks to today, and I realize that even then, I could never have ever guessed what
today would bring. I wouldn’t have believed you if you’d told me we would be on week 3 of social
distancing, and that we were no longer able to hold in person worship, or even meetings (our Council
and Finance Committee met last night via a Zoom video call).
I’m sure what I am feeling is similar to what you’re feeling: I’m grateful for the many ways other around
me are taking precautions, and for my own ability to do so. I want nothing more than for us to stay safe
and healthy as much as possible, and I am praying and giving thanks for our essential workers who are
helping our world continue to run in these trying times, from the employees at Econo and Walmart
making sure we have the essentials, to the restaurant workers I try to support at least once a week so
we can still have these places to go to when our quarantine comes to an end, to the countless hours I
know our nurses, doctors, and other health care workers are pouring in. Thank you, to all of you. Thank
you. And to those among us who wish we had paid work, or the ability to work long, hard days since
paid employment is fleeting for so many right now: please know I’m praying for you, too (and if you need
help in this time, please don’t hesitate to reach out so we can support one another).
Even amidst all of this gratitude, the truth is: this is hard, isn’t it? I never seem to know what day it is
anymore. I miss getting to see everyone even more than I thought I would. I miss the jokes, and the
smiles, and the hugs, and the friendly banter. I miss getting to hear about your lives, and getting to
share about mine. I miss the feeling of what once was normal, that now I am realizing, may never be the
same.
One of the things that has helped me over these past few weeks (that have felt like months), has been
being more intentional in my prayer life. My spiritual director has taught me a lot about the importance of
centering prayer, and taking time to be physically present in my time with God (in addition to emotionally
and spiritually). As we draw near to Holy Week — the week between Palm Sunday and Easter Sunday
— I have been reflecting on how often Jesus seemed to pray with that kind of intentionality.
In my ongoing journey and desire to be more like Jesus (I have a long, long way to go!), I want to
practice more intentional, centering prayer. So this year, for our Maundy Thursday worship service (April
9), I want to invite you to join me for an hour of prayer. Specifically: you will find a one page (front and
back) instructional sheet enclosed with this newsletter that guides you through an hour of prayer. If you
are able, I would love for you to spend an hour in prayer, starting at 7pm on April 9. Obviously, if you
can’t do it at that time, any hour of your day will do… but I do love the idea of all of us praying together,
even as we are apart.
I hope you’ll join me in these small ways to come together, even as we are apart.
As the instructions at the end offer: I would love to hear about what that journey is
like for you, too. That way together we can share our experiences, just as
together, we are journeying together as we hold on to the gift of hope that can
overcome all things: Jesus, who gives us everything, and who lived and died for
us, and is with us now, as always. I am so grateful for this promise that holds us
together in spirit, as we await the day of celebration, when we can gather again in
body, as well. Oh, what a celebration that will be!
In prayer and ministry together,
Pastor Jen Tyler
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Holy Week - Easter Schedule - Online Only

Please join us for online worship via our Facebook Page (https://www.facebook.com/
EvergreenUMC), or on our YouTube Channel (https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCIc_VwnYhLfBdL6Tkzrl5JQ?

Palm Sunday, April 5
10 AM, Worship Online Only
Maundy Thursday Worship, April 9
(See the enclosed insert)
Good Friday Worship, April 10
7 PM, Online Only
Easter Sunday, April 12
10 AM, Worship Online Only

