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On Wednesdays evenings during the season of Lent, we have continued our tradition of soup suppers followed by a
time of devotions in our Fellowship Hall. This year, Pastor Jen has been leading us through our devotions by focusing on a
different form of prayer each week. There are countless ways, places, or tools we can use to pray together: here we will share
more on the first tool we used together: the Labyrinth.
During the first week of this series, Pastor Jen gave everyone a copy of a prayer labyrinth just like the one featured
on this page (feel free to cut it out and keep it for use at home!). A labyrinth is a type of maze through which one enters and
exits through the same point.
While labyrinths have had various roles in different cultures for thousands of years, in the Middle Ages they were
often created on the floor of cathedrals to be used as a way for people to participate in pilgrimages without the time, expense,
or ability required to go to another place. As one walks (or in this case, uses your finger or a pen to guide you) through the
pathway, the walls are intended to keep you on your way, with the curves reminding you to take a moment to pray for
whatever is on your mind.
There are three main movements that are helpful guides when journeying through the labyrinth. Keep in mind that as
you seek to still your mind throughout the journey, it can be helpful to concentrate on little things: on your intentional, gentle
breathing, or even on placing one foot in front of the other. This will help you focus on whatever is before you.
As you follow these movements and repeat as often as you feel led, may it serve as a useful tool to draw you closer
to God this Lenten season and beyond.
Praying a Labyrinth:
For the first movement, you make
your way toward the center of the labyrinth,
perhaps bringing forward a question or
problem. As you reflect on this, letting go of
any burdens, distractions, or expectations
that weigh you down. Take your time and set
your pace as quickly or slowly as the Spirit
leads you.
Upon reaching the center, you enter
the second movement. At this point, the
labyrinth is half completed, and you are
invited to pause for a while to reflect or
meditate. Taking a deep breath, you should
take all the time you need, allowing yourself
to surrender to your inner process.
As you turn to move back into the
maze and through the third and final
movement, you acknowledge your need to
move out into the world again. At this point,
your focus should shift, seeking to accept
any insights or gifts you may have received
during this time. Give thanks for what you
have learned, and prepare to exit the
labyrinth a refreshed and renewed person,
ready to walk with Jesus in the world beyond
this brief intercession and pilgrimage of
prayer.
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By Alicia Blaufuss

The youth group started the month of March with a lock-in
at the Zion Chapel. We had snacks, held a ping-pong/pool/
air-hockey tournament, ate more, played games on xbox,
ate more food, and watched a movie before going to bed
around 3am. It was an awesome time and a few brought
friends!
Leading up to Easter, we
have been focusing on
Lent during our Bible
studies. The youth will
again be leading the
Sunrise Service on Easter
Sunday with a breakfast
to follow. I ask any youth
at our church to come to
a practice run of the
service on Wednesday,
April 12th at 7pm. Please
contact me if you have
any questions (701) 8992573.

Sunday School News

Remember Your Prayer Partner

By Becky Dockter

The Christian Education Committee is planning our summer
event and outreach schedule!
Upcoming events include
 Camp Sunday on April 23rd, as well as invitation to Bible
School that Sunday.
 Bible School will run from July 24-27 and we will be partnering with Breck UMC again this year.
 We are also planning a community event at our church on
June 21st, and all are invited to help out in any way you
can. We are calling it “Boys (and moms) of Summer”. It will
be an event for ladies and their sons or special boys in their
lives, and we are planning for games, snacks and various activities on this first day of summer. It will be held at the
church from 6:30-8:30 that evening.
We continue to strive to find ways to reach out to our surrounding neighborhood and community to bring the love and saving
grace of Jesus Christ to others, and welcome your prayers and
support to these events!

http://www.evergreenumc.com
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By Denise Eastin

March 3rd found a number of our members attending and participating in World Day of Prayer at Bethel
Lutheran Church in Wahpeton. Thank you to all who came out for this ecumenical event.
16 UMW members attended our March meeting, hosted by Sunshine Circle. President Fern Bailey presented a program entitled “Called to Serve Communities”, based on Luke 2:36-38 , the story of the prophetess, Anna, who devoted her long life to prayer and proclaiming the message of the arrival of the Savior and
Messiah, Jesus, which came to happen in her lifetime.
Highlights of the Business Meeting included: Since the January UMW meeting was cancelled due to inclement weather, any offerings you may have set aside for “Call to Prayer and Self Denial” should be marked accordingly and placed in Treasurer, Dianne Millar’s box in the church office.
The UMW Legacy Fund, celebrating 150 years of UMW, was discussed and a favorable vote taken to donate $150 toward that fund.
Program Resources, Lois Berndt, reported on new books purchased for our church library which are on the
UMW Reading Program. These include: Radio Shangri-La , A Twist of Faith, (Education for Mission 2014),
Missionary Conferences of the UMC in the US (Education for Mission 2017), Jesus: A biography from a Believer (Spiritual Growth 2014), Shopping: Christian Exploration of Daily Living (Spiritual Growth 2015), Living
as a Covenant Community, (Spiritual Growth 2017), A Place at the Table (Social Action 2014).
The Spring Focus Meeting will be held on April 22 at the UMC in Lisbon, ND, from 9am to noon. The event
is free, as no luncheon will be offered. Watch for a sign-up sheet on the narthex bulletin board. This meeting has always been enlightening and joyful in bringing UMW members from churches in the area together
for a morning of inspirational learning and worship.
Our Spring Bake Sale has been rescheduled for May 6th, which gives us all a little
more time to take advantage of grocery
store sales on any baking staples. We are
welcoming EVERYONE to ‘Put on Their
*Denotes anniversaries
Betty Crocker’ and bake away! As an
added attraction to the Community, Cof1. Nathan Garner
16. John DelVal
fee and Cinnamon Rolls will be offered to
2. Jeff Leinen
16. Sue Miller
patrons on a free-will offering basis. Prof2. Shanna Krogh
16. Beck Schmitt
its from the Bake Sale will benefit UMW
4. Bob LeClair
17. Jerry Gira
mission projects. Here’s your chance for 4. Janice Nelson
18. Susan Rittenour
the ‘sweet satisfaction’ of working with
5. Michael Dassenko
18. Cody & Rachel Metcalf*
others who enjoy the ‘sweeter things in
5. Brenley St. Aubin
20. Mike Beeson
life’!
5. Chris & Janice Nelson*
20. Margaret Johnson
The first 2017 Dakotas Conference
6. Avalon Werner
20. Don Moffet
7. Elaine Maddock
20. Griffin Mahoney
UMW Prayer Vigil will be on April 22nd.
8.
Dale
Deike
22. Renee Drewlow
This is International Mother Earth Day.
22. Ruben Arutyunov
Psalms 24:1-2 exalts “The Earth belongs to 8. Julie McGovern
8.
Sharon
Krueger
25. Alicia Blaufuss
God! Everything in all the world is His!
9. Alicia & Jordan Blaufuss*
26. Brody Wolfgram
He is the one who pushed the oceans
10. Barb Foote
27. Donna Stone
back to let dry land appear.” “ This year,
11. Don & Jennifer Faul*
28. Hayle Wells
Earth Day coincides with the signing cere13. Sam Hill
29. Norik & Irina Astvatsaturov*
mony for the Paris Agreement on Climate
14. Linda Owens
(Continued on page 6) 14. John & Elaine Maddock*

Evergreen Celebrates April
Birthdays and Anniversaries
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Granola Bars and Cereal Bars
Needed for April “One Thing”
232 Items Collected in March

Above: Tiana Bohn leads a discussion at one of the March
Soup Suppers.
Below: Group enjoys conversation before the soup is served.
Left: June Edwards, Marlene Metcalf Johnson Harriet Fleenor,
Carmen Plummer, Donna Stone

The Back Pack Project is always in need of donations. In
August 2013, the Missions Committee embraced the idea
of “One Thing” which represents the collection of one designated item each month for a worthwhile cause. Our
main goal since the conception of the idea has been to
collect food items that are used during the school year in
the Back Pack Project. This program sends easy to fix food
items home with grade school age children each Friday to
supplement their diets for the weekends when they do
not receive school meals. Look for the totes in the Fellowship Hall for your donation.
During the month of APRIL the “ONE THING” collection is:
GRANOLA BARS OR CEREAL BARS

Spring Bake Sale at
Evergreen
With Cinnamon
Rolls & Coffee
Saturday, May 6th
from 9am to 11am
(Please note this is a
date change)
Monthly Offering
Total for March
$16,253.52
Monthly Need:
$20,050.00
Noisy Bucket Offering:

$95.84

A BIG THANK YOU to those of you who helped fill bags
for the Backpack Program on March 13, 2017! We
are a well-oiled group and packed the bags in record
time!

Thank you to everyone who has helped with donations
to the Back Pack Project, during the month of
March, we collected 46 boxes of Mac & Cheese; 6
jars of peanut butter; and 120 pudding cups. Items
that could not be used by the Backpack Program
were donated to the Richland-Wilkin Food Pantry.
Thank you for your support of this ministry!!
The Richland-Wilkin Relay for Life (American Cancer
Society) will be held on Saturday, April 1, 2017 at
the Blikre Activity Center (noon - 8:00 pm). Missions
Committee was able to collect $440.00 by selling
luminaries and collecting donations. Thank you for
your support in the fight against cancer.
“For it is in giving that we receive.”
― Francis of Assisi

http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday
1
Relay for Life at
NDSCS

2
9 am, Sunday
School & Coffee

3
6 pm, Bible
Study

10 am, Worship

6 pm, Soup Supper
6 pm, Praise Team
7 pm, Youth Group
7 pm, Choir

6:30 pm, Worship Committee
9

10
6 pm, Bible
Study

5

4

11
7 pm, Joy Circle

9 am, Sunday
School & Coffee
10 am, Worship Parade of Palms
(noisy buckets)

6

7

8

13

14

15

9 am, Sewing

12
6 pm, Praise Team
7 pm, Choir
7 pm, Youth Group

7 pm, Worship
7 pm, Worship
16

8 am, Early Worship
(led by Youth)
9 am, Breakfast
10 am, Easter Worship
(No Sunday School)
23

17

Church
Office
Closed

24

CAMP SUNDAY
9 am, Sunday
School & Coffee
10 am, Worship

18

19

9:30 am, Hope
Circle

6 pm, Praise Team
7 pm, Choir

1:30 pm, Sunshine Circle

No Youth Group
tonight

25

20
9 am, Sewing

26
12:30 pm, Newsletter folding
6 pm, Praise Team
7 pm, Choir
7 pm, Youth Group

Bring Easter
Flowers
21
NEWSLETTER
ARTICLE
DEADLINE

27

10 am, Worship
Committee
meets to arrange
Easter flowers

22
UMW Focus
Meeting in Lisbon
2-2:45 pm, UMW
Prayer Vigil (see
UMW article)

28

9 am, Sewing
7 pm, Staff Parish Mtg.

The April schedule for the
Adult Sunday School Class is:
30

May 1
Camping Early
Bird Discount
Deadline

April
April
April
April
April

2
9
16
23
30

Women's March
Palm Sunday
EASTER NO CLASS
Dead Sea Scrolls
TBD

All adults are invited to join
us on Sunday mornings at 9 am.

29
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UMW News continued from page 3
Change, which will take place at the UN
Headquarters in New York. The agreement
was adopted by all 196 Parties to the UN in
2015. In the agreement, all countries
agreed to work to limit global temperature
rise to well below 2 degrees Celsius …” as
quoted from the UN.org. Our UMW unit
has been requested to pray for this measure
on April 22nd from 2pm to 2:45pm.
The next general meeting of UMW will be
held May 11th at 7pm, with Hope Circle
hosting. Alinda Bassingthwaite will present
the program, entitled “Mothers in Action”.

There’s A Camp for That!!
Looking for some adventure this summer?
Check out Dakotas’ United Methodist Camps! Like
basketball? There’s a camp for that. Like
Minecraft? There’s a camp for that. Like water
activities? There’s a camp for that. Just looking for
relaxation and spiritual renewal? Yep, there’s a
camp for that, too. There is something for the
whole family to enjoy in the company of other
United Methodists sharing their love for God.
Evergreen will pay one-half of the early bird
camp fee for one camp. When registering, use
code 224221CA to receive the registration credit.
Additionally, an early-bird discount is given to
campers who register and pay by May 1st.
Camping brochures are available at the church, or
visit dakcamps.org to see what is offered for
students, families, adults, and those with special
needs.

Adult Choir and Sunday School students sang
together during worship on March 26.

There will be a parade of
palms during our worship service
on Palm Sunday, April 9th. The
children in the congregation will be
part of the parade, but we invite all
in attendance to join in the action if you wish to. We
did this last year and thought it added fun and joy to
our observance of the day. If you want to be part of
the palm parade, just gather with us in the narthex
before morning worship and take your palm. The
children will lead the way and will sing a short song
following the parade. You may take your seat before
the children sing. Thanks in advance, Sandy Olson.

Evergreen Staff
701-642-6202

Worship Services
9am Sunday School (all ages) and
Coffee Hour
10am Sunday Worship Service

Pastor:
Administrative Asst:
Youth Programming:

Jen Tyler
evergreenpastor@702com.net
Julie McGovern
evergreenoffice@702com.net
Alicia Blaufuss
blaufua@fargo.k12.nd.us

Pastoral Letter
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Pastor’s Ponderings
In March of 2016, Evergreen UMC’s Administrative Board voted to accept an invitation to take part in
the Journey Renewal Program sponsored by the Dakotas Conference. Throughout the past year, our
Journey Renewal Leadership team has spent a great deal of time studying, learning, and praying as
we have discerned where we believed God may be leading Evergreen next on our journey of following
Christ and making disciples.
On Sunday, March 19 we held a congregational vote after worship to determine whether we would
move forward with the revitalization plan that resulted from this year of work. To move forward with the
Dakotas Conference’s fiscal support, we needed a 70% affirmative vote. With only a 62% affirmative
vote, the congregation has decided not to move forward, and the Journey Renewal Process has
ceased, effective immediately.
After talking about and living into this program for a full year, there now seem to be more questions,
than answers. “What’s next?” “Where do we go from here?” “Can we do some of the things outlined in
the program anyway?”
Some of these answers are easier than others. For example: can we move forward as a congregation
with the pieces we do feel called to live into? Yes! So long as we do so carefully, prayerfully, and intentionally. For in saying “no” to this proposal — is not saying “no” to moving forward as a church.
How will we move forward and which pieces might we still embrace? That is the part we need to discern together.
Prayerful discernment is an essential part of any healthy faith community. That is why our Journey Renewal Team prepared a prayer calendar for us to utilize for the 40 days following the vote: because no
matter where God is leading us next, we know we are called to pray about it.
I hope you will join us as we pray, discern, and reflect on the future of Evergreen. I am confident God
has a plan for Evergreen, just as I am confident we will discover and embrace it if we center that discernment in prayer.
That is why we are continuing in our season of prayer and time of discernment with our ongoing sermon series, “Witness” during the season of Lent. Following this season, I am looking forward to exploring ways God might be leading us to new life in the next chapter of ministry at Evergreen. That is
why, starting on April 30, we will begin a new sermon series, “God Shows Up,” as we reflect together
on the resurrection stories found in the gospels.
Where and how does God show up in unexpected ways to the disciples? Where and how will God
continue to show up and lead us here at Evergreen?
I don’t yet know the answer to those questions, either — but I do look forward to exploring them together in the months to come.
Peace be with you this Lenten season as we await the resurrection of Christ,
Pastor Jen Tyler
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Palm Sunday Worship (Parade of Palms)
10 AM, April 9
Maundy Thursday Worship
with Communion
7 PM, April 13
Good Friday Worship
7 PM, April 14
Easter Sunday
April 16
Worship at 8 AM & 10 AM
Breakfast 9 AM
We are looking for help to create a flower garden for our Easter worship services. If you would like to bring a flowering plant or
two to help the worship ministry display the blooms, please bring it/them to the church by Good Friday, April 14 th. Lilies are
fine, but variety would be wonderful. Tulips, daffodils, any beautiful things are welcome. Thanks very much.

