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2019 Christmas Season was Full of Activities at Evergreen

The month of December at Evergreen included moving Caleb the
Camel around the community, decorating the church for Christmas
(Patti & Demetrious), baptism of Audrey Stone, daughter of Aaron &
Aly Stone, baptism of Lucas Erickson, son of KrisCinda & Michael
Erickson, youth ringing the bell for Salvation Army (Leland, Aaron &
Nathan), lighting advent candles (Anderson family), and baptism by
immersion of Simone Simpson by Pastor Jen.
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Evergreen United Methodist Church
By Denise Eastin

In lieu of a general meeting of UMW in December,
UMW Circles celebrated the season by gathering for
cookie exchanges as well as potluck luncheons. They
reminisced about the past and then turned their
attentions forward to God's challenges as well as His
blessings in the New Year.
The Holiday Bake Sale held on Saturday, December
14th, and after church on Sunday was very well
attended. It was a wonderful opportunity to invite
the community into our church with the promise of
hospitality and yummy treats to satisfy their sweet
tooth's and those of their family and friends. UMW
grossed approximately $1500 in sales and donations
which will bless our efforts on behalf of Mission
Projects around the world. Thank you to all who
worked for, baked for, cleaned up after, and prayed
for the success of this event. To God Be the Glory!
January is a time to think about and list our New
Year's resolutions, both individually, and collectively.
As UMW members we can resolve to make our world
a better place by adding, Here's What I Want to Do
Through UMW this Year to your list. Things like:
Participating in the UMW Reading Program (getting
educated), Attending more UMW Meetings
(fellowship), Participation in Bazaar and Bake Sales
(raising money for Mission), Encouraging All the
Women at Evergreen to join UMW (... a community
of women whose PURPOSE is to know God),
collecting your own personal Thank Offerings
throughout the year to be offered to UMW through
your Circle meeting in November (sacrifice) ...joining
one small group or more within the church in which
to participate in something you have a passion for, or
in which you'd like to try out. We're very blessed to
have opportunities in our church to serve God and
touch the lives of many people in many lands. "In the
same way, let your light shine before others, so that
they may see your good works and give glory to your
Father in heaven." -- Matthew 5:16.
The next general meeting of UMW is scheduled for
January 9th at 1pm. The program will be presented
by Linda Bailey on the topic of 'Call to Prayer'. Joy
Circle will host.
UMW Sunday is scheduled for January 19th.
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UMW Elects New Officers
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Treasurer:
Program Resources:
Social Action:
Spiritual Growth:
Education & Interpretation:
Membership Nurture
& Outreach:
Communications:
Nominations:
(2020)
(2021)
(2022)
Kitchen Responsibility:
Serving Group Chair:

Fern Bailey
Mary Schradick
Jean Freden
Dianne Millar
Lois Berndt
Marjo Johnson
Jeanette Plummer
Linda Bailey
Denise Eastin
Kay Nelson
Jenny Schmitt
Sandy Olson
Loretta Meyer
Marlene Metcalf Johnson
Loretta Meyer

WEDNESDAY SCHOOL
Beginning with a Meal at 5:30 pm
and Lessons from 6-6:45 pm
By Becky Dockter

We are ready to start a fresh new year gathering
together to share a meal and learn about Jesus!
Wednesday School will start up January 8 with a
community meal at 5:30 and lessons from 6:006:45. We currently have 3 people who will be rotating
the teaching schedule, and we would love to have
another teacher or two to help out! If you would be
willing to take on teaching a few weeks this spring,
contact the church office, email Becky Dockter at
beckydockter@gmail.com, or call/text Becky at 701640-9290. We have a wonderful group of kids who
bring lots of energy and fun each week. We will kick
off the year learning about some of the miracles Jesus
performed.
January 8- Water to Wine (Becky Dockter teaching)
January 15- Storm be Still (Deb Moomjian teaching)
January 22- Rise up and Walk (Jenny Schmitt teaching)
January 29- You May See (Becky Dockter teaching)

http://www.evergreenumc.com
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**Evergreen UMC
would like to say
"thank you" to all our
silent servants, all of
those individuals who
help out behind the
scenes with various needs and functions of
the church. This includes greeters, readers,
ushers, children's ministry & adult Sunday
school teachers, building project
volunteers, worship helpers, newsletter
folders, article writers, and serving group
workers. And this just names a few. Your
dedication to Evergreen UMC is truly
appreciated!
**Thank for all of the hard workers who
helped decorate the church, donated
poinsettias, did the advent candle lighting,
helped with Caleb the Camel, the
Children’s program & meal, those in our
church choir, holiday bake sale volunteers,
and for all the special music on Christmas
Eve. We have such a wonderful group of
hard working people who are helping
Evergreen point people in our community
to Jesus Christ the Light of the World.
**A big thank you to all who helped with
our Christmas Kids Project. To those who
shopped for clothing for children in need,
made monetary donations and to everyone
who bought the toys on their wish list.

December Offerings:
(Through 12/22/19)
Noisy Bucket Offering:
$125.79

$16,971.16
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Finance Committee Preparing for 2020
•

•
•

•

The 2020 offering envelopes are available to be picked up
at the Church. You have a choice as to whether you would
like to receive 52 (weekly/box) envelopes, 12 (monthly)
envelopes or just be assigned a number and not use
envelopes.
2019 year-end giving statements will be ready soon.
Throughout 2020, the Finance Committee asks that you
prayerfully consider your financial gifts to the church,
along with gifts of time and talent.
We offer electronic giving as a way to automate your
regular offering. This offers convenience for you and
provides much-needed donation consistency for our
congregation. Contact the office for more information.

Evergreen Celebrates January
Birthdays and Anniversaries
*Denotes anniversaries
1—Jane Miller
2—Hannah Schradick Pritchard
3—Chris Mohs
5—Matt Dockter
6—Connie Johnson
6—Tysen Jorgensen
8—David Burrer
8—Richard Johnson
8—Judy Nelson
9—Jean Freden
10—Renee Rohman
11—Norbert Brady
12—Charlene Speidel
12—Ed & Sandy Olson*
16—Delaura Gripentrog
20—Harris Bailey
22—Linda McDougall

22—Nancy West
22—Alice Sand
24—Tyler Morin
26—Adam Faul
27—Bryan Lutgen
28—Margaret Burrer
28—Tyler Gripentrog
28—Brody Sand
30—Tom Wynn
30 -- Mary Wolfgram
31—Ronda Gripentrog
31—Gene Plummer
31—Fay Woy
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Evergreen UMC

Welcome to Amanda
Mittlestadt and Simone
Simpson, Evergreen UMC’s
newest members. They
joined EUMC December 1.

1120 Evergreen Ct.
Wahpeton, ND 58075
(701) 642-6202

Pastor:
Jen Tyler
pastor@evergreenumc.com

Administrative Asst.:
Julie McGovern
office@evergreenumc.com

Ongoing Prayer Concerns
Our monthly newsletter lists persons in need of ongoing prayer. Please
contact the office to have names added and/or removed from our prayer
concerns list.
Please pray for:
Barb Foote, Linda McDougall, Merle Rubish, Marlys Phillips, Alta
Lehmann, Kermith Krueger, John Dassenko, Bob Spenst, Fay Woy, Donna
Stone, Cheryl Holding Eagle, Bernice Oliver, Pauline Worner, Jim Stone,
Yelena Arutyunov, Gloria Plummer, David Gripentrog, Randy Rittenour
(Richardson’s son-in-law), Paula Frazier (Pam Nagel’s sister), Duren
Moffet (Don’s brother), Shelly Muerer (Rich/Margaret Johnson’s niece)

The next General
Meeting of UMW
will be January 9th
at 1 pm with Joy
Circle hosting.
Linda Bailey will present a
program on "Call to Prayer".

Adult Sunday School
classes are held Sunday
mornings at 9 am.

Office Hours:
Monday-Friday
8 am - 3 pm

Sundays:
9 am, Adult Sunday School
& Coffee
10 am, Worship

Wednesdays:
5:30 pm, Meal
6-6:45 pm, Wednesday School
6:30 pm, Youth Group
6:45 pm, Choir

Website:

Un-Deck the Halls!

Come, help take down the
decorations after the Sunday
service on January 5,
for many hands lighten labor.

www.evergreenumc.com

Facebook:
Wahpeton Evergreen UMC

http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

1

2
12:30 pm,
Newsletter folding

3

4

5
9 am, Adult
Sunday School &
Coffee
10 am, Worship
11 am, Take down
decorations

6
7 pm, Staff
Parish
Meeting

7

8
5:30 pm, Meal
6-6:45 pm, Wednesday
School
6:30 pm, Youth Group
6:45 pm, Choir

9
9 am, Sewing Day
1 pm, UMW

10

11

12
Prayer Partners
9 am, Adult
Sunday School &
Coffee
10 am, Worship
(Noisy Bucket)

13

14

15

16
9 am, Sewing Day
10 am,
Congregational
Care Mtg.

17

18

19
Prayer Partners
UMW Sunday
9 am, Adult
Sunday School &
Coffee
10 am, Worship

25

26
9 am, Adult
Sunday School &
Coffee
10 am, Worship

7 pm, Joy
Circle

5:30 pm, Meal
6-6:45 pm, Wednesday
School
6:30 pm, Youth Group
6:45 pm, Choir

20

21
9:30 am, Hope
Circle
1:30 pm,
Sunshine Circle

22
5:30 pm, Meal
6-6:45 pm, Wednesday
School
6:30 pm, Youth Group
6:45 pm, Choir

23
9 am, Sewing Day

24
NEWSLETTER
ARTICLE
DEADLINE

27

28

29

30
9 am, Sewing Day

31

12:30 pm, Newsletter
folding
5:30 pm, Meal
6-6:45 pm, Wednesday
School
6:30 pm, Youth Group
6:45 pm, Choir
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Sign Up for Prayer Partners in January
January 12th and 19th will be Prayer Partner
Sundays. If you would like to pray for someone
during 2020 and have someone praying for you,
please stop at the table which will be set up in
the narthex on those Sundays. You can choose
a name of a person for whom you will pray
from one basket and put your name in the
other basket so that someone else can pray for
you. Baskets will be labeled. Someone from the
worship ministry will be at the table to answer
any questions. Wouldn’t it be terrific if each of
us would pray for another and know that
someone is praying for each of us? It’s simple
and cost-free and works wonders. Thanks for
taking part in this important ministry.

January 2020

Mission News

By Jan Moore

For the Back Pack Program,
during JANUARY we have been
asked to donate:
16 oz. JARS OF
PEANUT BUTTER
Look for totes in the Fellowship Hall for your donation.
During the month of December we donated: 66 – 4 packs
of pudding; 1 jar of peanut butter; and 3 tuna snack kits.
Items that could not be used by the Backpack Program
were donated to the Richland-Wilkin Food Pantry, as
follows: 2 – 6 packs of pudding cups; 1 – 4 pack of Jell-O;
and 3 lunch tuna/chicken kits. Thank you for your support
of this ministry!!
The only ones among you who will be
truly happy are those who have sought
and found how to serve.
-Albert Schweitzer

Choir Practice:
Wednesdays @ 6:45 PM

Youth Group
After November and December brought forth nights of service alongside opportunities for
games, laughter, and (always!) getting to know each other better, we can’t wait to dive into the new
year!
After two weeks off, we’re looking forward to starting up again on Wednesday, January 8.
We’re back to our usual schedule and meeting in Zion Chapel this month — so be sure to join us
(and bring a friend!) every Wednesday from 6:30-8pm!
January 8 — Youth Group, 6:30 pm
January 15 — Youth Group, 6:30 pm
January 22 — Youth Group, 6:30 pm
January 29 — Youth Group, 6:30 pm

http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Every January the new year brings forth opportunities to look back on all that has been. As we enter
2020, you might be looking back with sadness of that (or those) we have lost. You might be looking
with wonder, as you can hardly believe how quickly it passed. Perhaps you’re even looking back
with great joy, as we think of all that is new that has come into our lives, for which we are blessed
and grateful.
Whatever the past year may have brought for you, I hope we can all share in hope for what is yet to
come. Perhaps you’re looking forward to big events such as birthdays, anniversaries, births,
graduations, weddings, and other milestones. Or maybe you’re excited about the joy of new
adventures as you plan trips, live more fully into retirement, or spend quality time with those you
love.
Whatever it is you anticipate, look forward to, or live into, my hope and prayer is that it brings each
and every one of us the fullness of expected hope and joy… and that it brings us closer to our Lord
and Savior, Jesus.
As I say this, of course, I am incredibly aware that it feels like these aren’t quite the same. Not
because Jesus isn’t with us in our joys (he is!), but because some of the moments I’ve grown the
most in my faith… have been some of my hardest moments in life.
Because sometimes, life is HARD, isn’t it? As you likely know all too well, there isn’t an “easy
button” when it comes to life’s most difficult circumstances; the only way to overcome these
challenges, is to go through them. While most of us wouldn’t choose the struggles life brings us, that
doesn’t mean we can’t learn from them.
That’s why for the new year, we are going to start with
HOPE, reflecting on what some of those tough life
lessons are. Our new Sermon Series, “Things I
Wished I’d Never Learned*” (*But I’m glad I did) starts
on Sunday, January 12 as we dive into something I
keep learning… that: “Perfection Is An Illusion.”
This series will invite us into some of our shared life
lessons we’ve learned along the way, reminding us of
the hope and resilience that come as a result of
walking through challenges. We’ll reflect on
ourselves, our relationships, our emotions (grief,
betrayal), and even our greatest needs (taking a
break, and knowing when to say no).

Together, we will jump into the new year with reminders of hope at every
turn. Every step of that journey, my hope and prayer is that whatever your
journey has brought, is bringing, or will bring forth… that it will continue to be
a faith-filled journey of hope and love and peace and joy… the gifts of
Christmas, that keep giving.
With anticipation and Hope,
Pastor Jen
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God, thank you for a new year. May everyone in our family be willing
to begin anew with a clean slate. We know that you are always
ready to forgive us. Help us to be willing to forgive ourselves and to
forgive one another.
As we begin a new year, remind us of our truest values and our
deepest desires. Help us to live in the goodness that comes from
doing what you want us to do. Help us to put aside anxiety about the
future and the past, so that we might live in peace with you now,
one day at a time.

