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2018 Annual Conference in Bismarck
I had the privilege of representing
Evergreen UMC at the Dakotas
Annual Conference which was held
in Sioux Falls SD. Our days were
filled with worship, guest speakers
and of course those seemingly
never ending reports.
I was able to attend two “lunch
and learn” sessions with the
emphasis on worship. The first
was the use of aesthetic enhancement during worship and the
second was how to better “flow”
your worship service, alleviating
those awkward silent moments
that occur other then silent
prayer.

by Bonnie Beeson

Our own Jen, Put Me In Coach,
Tyler was a member of the NE
Region team (see photo below).
Check with her for the “outcome”
of that game.
This was my last year to attend
Annual Conference. I have been
your lay delegate for the past four
years - three of which I attended
conference and Sandy Olson
stepped in when I was not able to
attend. I want to thank all of you
for trusting me to represent
Evergreen. As a lay delegate, I
have always kept our church
family in mind and tried to represent you to the best of my ability.

Thursday evening a few brave
Bonnie Beeson,
souls headed over to the Canaries Lay Delegate Annual Conference
Ball Park, which is located just
across the parking lot from the
conference center, for a ball park
picnic of hamburgers and hot
dogs. Rain could not squelch the
enthusiasm of the “kick ball game”
which took place after the picnic.

Hattie Dockter and Abbie
Skovholt spent June 17-21
participating in Impact Fargo, a
mini mission trip which for them
included time at the emergency
food bank, Samaritan’s Feet,
Boys and Girls Ranch,
Churches United for the
Homeless, and cleaning trails
with Riverkeepers. There were a
total of 50 youth and 15 adults
from various communities who
participated in this week long
service event.

Evergreen will be hosting VBS this year July 23-26. The theme for this
year is Shipwrecked: Rescued by Jesus and Breckenridge UMC, Bethel
Lutheran and Breckenridge Lutheran Churches will be joining us this year.
Supper will be provided and the program will run from 5-8 each evening.
You can call or stop by the church office to pick up a registration form, all
are welcome from pre-K to entering 6th grade! You can also email Becky
Dockter for volunteer opportunities at beckydockter@gmail.com. Hope
to see you there!
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Mission News By Jan Moore
THANK YOU everyone for your help
with donations of items for the Health
Kits that will be assembled in August.
Also 10 pounds of food was donated
and delivered to the Food Pantry.
During the month of JULY the “ONE
THING” collection will continue for Health Kit
items as listed below:
 hand towels (ONLY - 15” x 25” up to 17” x 27”
no kitchen towels)
 wash cloths
 combs (large and sturdy, not pocket size
 fingernail clippers (no toenail clippers)
 bath size bars of soap (3 oz. and up
 toothbrushes (single brushes only in original
wrapper, no child-size brushes)
 plastic strip sterile bandages
All items included in kits must be NEW items. Kits
are carefully planned to make them usable in the
greatest number of situations. Since strict rules
often govern product entry into international
countries, it is important that kits contain only the
requested items, nothing more.
Totes are located in the fellowship Hall
for your donations.

Sympathy
Our sympathy to Doreen & Max Reinke on
the death Doreen’s mother, Margaret Starr.
She died June 14.
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CALLING ALL KNITTERS OR
CROCHETERS
Would you be willing to knit or crochet a
purple scarf for the United Methodist General
Conference 2020 which will be held in
Minneapolis MN?
Delegates from all over the world will be
attending the conference and some of them will
have a temperature shock compared to what they
are accustom. The Minnesota/Dakotas area has
an opportunity to show hospitality by offering
each delegate a handmade scarf.
The Lydia Project, scarves for the
delegates, has guidelines for the making of each
scarf. If you are willing to knit or crochet 1, 2 or
more scarves please contact Julie in the office or
Bonnie Beeson. We do need to keep a list of
those persons knitting or crocheting. For those of
you who do not knit or crochet but would like to
participate in the project, you may donate money
to purchase yarn.
The scarf guidelines are in the office. You
may pick up a copy at your convenience. Please
be sure to read the guidelines before you
purchase your yarn color is important!
Thank You for
your contribution to the
Lydia Project!
Bonnie Beeson,
Delegate to Annual Conference 2018

Invitation to Creation Care Summit from Bishop Ough
I am proud to be participating in the United Methodist Creation Care Summit being hosted by
Minnesota EarthKeepers at Hamline University in St. Paul, MN, July 26-29. We are excited for the
opportunity to bring together United Methodists concerned about environmental justice,
sustainable food, transportation options, energy systems, climate change, and environmental
degradation.
We would love you to be part of it!! Detailed information and registration are available at the event
website: www.umcreationcaresummit.org.

Care
http://www.evergreenumc.com
Evergreen UMC
1120 Evergreen Ct.
Wahpeton, ND 58075
(701) 642-6202
Pastor:
Jen Tyler
Administrative Asst.:
Julie McGovern
Office Hours:
Monday-Thursday
8 am - 3 pm
Friday
8 am - Noon
Sunday Worship
(June 3 - September 2)
9 am, Worship
10 am, Coffee & Fellowship
Email:
evergreenpastor@702com.net
Or
evergreenoffice@702com.net
Facebook:
www.facebook.com/EvergreenUMC
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Evergreen Celebrates July
Birthdays and Anniversaries
4 - Bonnie Anderson
4 - Marston Metcalf
5 - Jeff & Rachel Olson*
7 - Linda Bailey
7 - Sarah Lutgen
8 - Jessica Mohs
9 - Lily Gripentrog
9 - Hannah & Marc Pritchard*
10 - Gabriel Erickson
10 - Jeff Olson
10 - Harlan & Tammy Deike*
11 - Janice Walter
12 - Loretta Meyer
12 - Doreen Reinke
12 - Scott & Jenny Schmitt*
14 - Fuad Agayev
15 - Cheryl HoldingEagle
15 - Grace Rau
15 - Heb Diederick
16 - Jessica Harty
17 - Allison Smith
18 - Wayne Mohs
20 - Evan Dockter

*Denotes anniversaries

21 - Jenny Schmitt
21 - Aly Stone
22 - Kim Dassenko
22 - Chris Nelson
22 - Jarrett Werner
22 - Pauline Worner
23 - Mary Schradick
23 - Randy Smith
25 - Etta Olson
25 - Bryan Wolfgram
25 - Aaron & Aly Stone*
26 - Laurel Azure
26 - Braylyn St. Aubin
28 - Peder & Bonnie Anderson*
30 - Paul Drewlow
30 - Brian & Laura Dokken*
31 - Nicholas Arutyunov
31 - Don Faul
31 - Summer Olgaard
31 - Kiki & Wesley Beschorner*
31 - Alan & Judy Dahlman*
31 - Stewart & Joyce
Gripentrog*

Evergreen will be hosting a leadership discernment retreat on Saturday, October 27th

By Sandy Olson

The Dakotas Conference will send staff to lead us. It will be an all-day event, with lunch. There is a $10 fee, but if you are
interested, please don’t let the cost be a deterrent to attending. Steve Schlasner, with the Dakotas office, provided the
following information:
“The conference is looking for people who have a call and step forward to formal service to the conference and districts as
lay leaders, lay speakers and certified lay ministers. Relatively few who have attended the retreat have that call. The vast
majority are looking to identify their spiritual gifts, their personal call to service and service within their local church.
Persons who perform visitation, persons who start after school programs to serve local children and others who start food
distribution for the poor or Bible study in a variety of situations are performing lay ministry.
There is a pre-class assignment of reading a book (a few hours of reading) and taking some pictures which will be discussed
in class. You'll receive the book and instructions after registering.”
If you are interested in attending, you will soon be able to register on the Dakotas Conference website. Feel free to talk to
Pastor Jen or me if you have questions. The class will be open to others in the conference, as well. Suggested attendance
for the best experience is 10-20. This could be an exciting opportunity for us to expand our ministry and to make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.
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Sunday

1

Monday

2

Tuesday

3

Wednesday

4

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

5

6

7

9 am Worship
10 am, Coffee

Office Closed
8

9

10

11

12

13

14

16

17

18

19

20

21

9 am Worship
10 am, Coffee

15
9 am Worship

7 pm, Staff
Parish Meeting

10 am, Coffee

Mission U in Jamestown
July 19-22

22

23

24

25

26

27

9 am Worship

5-8 pm,
Vacation Bible
School

5-8 pm,
Vacation Bible
School

5-8 pm,
Vacation Bible
School

10 am, UMW
Executive Com.

NEWSLETTER
ARTICLE
DEADLINE

10 am, Coffee

11:30 pm, UMW
Salad Luncheon
(potluck)

28

5-8 pm,
Vacation Bible
School

29
9 am Worship
10 am, Coffee

30

31

August 1
12:30 pm,
Newsletter
folding

August 2

August 3

August 4

Respond
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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UMW - “ Sacred Spaces: Encounters with God and Neighbor”
Remember your good intentions last Fall to take part in the 2018 Reading Program. For
more than 100 years, United Methodist Women have been involved in mission that includes
prayer, study, and action. Our Reading Program is a study opportunity. Many of the books on
the Program list deal with issues such as racism, human rights, peace, the environment, and concerns of women
and children. 2018 Reading Program booklets are in our church library. They explain the different reading plans
and the books that will qualify you for recognition of completion. Many of those are already in our library ...
just waiting for you to check them out.
Please mark your calendars for the UMW Potluck Salad Luncheon on Thursday, July 26th at 11:30am. Our
program will be on “Vintage Hats and Accessories” shared by Lois Berndt of the Richland County Museum. We
invite those attending to wear a hat or accessory such as jewelry that is of the vintage age (vintage is defined as
20 years or more). Take a break from the weather and enjoy some fellowship time while dining on lovely homemade salads. This is a wonderful opportunity to introduce and re-introduce women in our church to the fellowship and mission goals of UMW. Our vision is strong: Turning faith, hope and love into action on behalf of
women, children and youth around the world.
Our luncheon will be preceded by a UMW Executive Committee meeting at 10am to plan 2019 UMW events,
as well as review Women in Mission nominees. If you haven’t already, please submit your nomination(s) for
Women in Mission recognition (Jewel of a Woman). Please forward her name with a short write-up to UMW
President, Fern Bailey by July 15th.
There is still time to enroll in Mission U 2018. Please contact UMW President, Fern Bailey, as soon as possible
to register. Those registered include: Irina Astvatsaturov, Fern Bailey, Lois Berndt, Kay Nelson and Mary
Schradick. Classes will be held in Jamestown, ND, July 19 – 22. In-depth themes this year will be: Learning Together for the Transformation of the World. Studies will include: Embracing Wholeness: An Earth Perspective
for Covenantal Living, “Explores the ways God has called us to live in covenantal relationship with all of creation
and challenges us to work toward stronger and healthier relationships with creation, our communities, ourselves and God”. Missionary Conferences of UMC in USA, “the aim of the study is to give an overview of the missionary work of the Oklahoma Indian Missionary, Red Bird Missionary, and the Alaska United Methodist Missionary, the contexts out of which they grew and their current engagements”. What About Our Money? A Faith
Response, “This study explores how we relate to money within the context of our faith. We will discover how to
live closer to God and God’s people. The focus is both personal and communal. We’ll explore our relationship
with money, the money choices available to us, and how we individually and collectively respond in light of our
faith”.
Happy Independence Day! Please remember our Service Men and Women, along with their families in your
prayers.
Denise Eastin, Communications

Monthly Offering Totals (through June 17)
$15,180.50
Monthly Needs: $20,299.00
June Noisy Bucket Offering: $70.88

A self-address envelope
is included with this
newsletter for your
mailing convenience.
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Congratulations to
Elizabeth Taylor
and Bob Spenst
who were married
by Pastor Jen on
Saturday, June 16.

Mission & Purpose Statements
By Sandy Olson

At the April meeting of the Administrative Council, a
mission statement and a purpose statement were
formally adopted for Evergreen. The mission
statement is the same as that of the United
Methodist Church: “To make disciples of Jesus
Christ for the transformation of the world.” You
may have noticed that we have a banner with this
statement hanging in the sanctuary. The purpose
statement is longer and is an updated version of
one which was written quite a few years ago. It
states:
“Our purpose is to SERVE God and others through:
Sharing together (Fellowship)
Encountering Christ (Worship)
Reaching out (Evangelism)
Volunteering our gifts (Stewardship)
Educating others (Discipleship)
We believe these five purposes will help us become
the individuals and church God has called us to be.
We have intentionally created a safe environment
for growth in our relationship to Christ in order to
fulfill the ministry to which God has called us.”
All of our ministry groups and activities are asked to
refer to these statements as we go about our
business and plan for the future. These statements
should help us focus on Christ in all we do.

July 2018

Assembly 2018
By Kay Nelson

Do you know the best kept secret in the United
Methodist Church? The United Methodist Women! Fern
Bailey and I just returned from Assembly 2018 in
Columbus, Ohio, where 7000 UMW celebrated their
150th birthday. UMW began in 1869 when several
women banded together to mission in India to help curb
the deaths of women and babies during or shortly after
childbirth.
During our three days together we celebrated!
We praised God in music and dance and heard several
inspiring speakers. One was Laymah Gbowee, a Nobel
Peace Prize winner, who was instrumental in bringing
peace to Liberia.
The issues discussed during the three days were
challenging: climate justice (taking care of our
environment), getting medical care for pregnant
women, mass incarceration and criminalization of
communities of color, economic inequality. How can any
one of us step up, look beyond ourselves, and become
the hands and feet of God?
Evergreen has three UMW circles which meet
mornings, afternoons, or evenings for 1-2 hours. We
accomplish more when we have many hands and feet.
Our ideas take form and action when we share with
each other. Come on board to pray, to fellowship, to see
what God's challenges are for you!

Those pictured from left to right are: Cindy Yeager, Fern
Bailey, Kay Nelson, and Judy Christy.

Pastoral Letter
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Last month I shared about a new project I just finished working on, the publication of a
devotional book titled, “We Pray With Her: Encouragement for Women Who Lead.” This month,
I want to share with you another project I’m jumping into, this time with the support and
encouragement of leadership here at Evergreen.
Starting this month, I will begin a new year-long learning program hosted by the Dakotas
Conference, in partnership with Dakota Wesleyan University in Mitchell, SD. Together, they
have developed a new “Nonprofit Church Leadership Program” for clergy, and have invited me
to be a part of the pilot cohort.
I am excited about this project for many reasons. Specifically, as I set goals in January with our
Staff-Parish Relations Committee (SPRC), one of the comments I heard was how ambitious my
goals this year seemed — and yet I really felt called to them. When I was invited to apply for this
program this spring, the first thing I took note of, was that our learning objectives for the year
directly aligned with the goals we had previously set for myself and for Evergreen UMC. It felt
like an incredible gift God has orchestrated to help us along as we seek to be our best selves!
The primary purpose of this year-long graduate program is “To provide education and applied
learning opportunities, focusing on competency gaps needed to lead larger and/or more
complex churches for our Area pastors who have potential and/or desire to lead these
churches.” These competency areas are: Financial Stewardship, Stewardship of Human
Resources, Stewarding Vision, and Stewarding the local church (Leadership and Management).
In addition to this learning that will mostly take place online, I will work with a coach throughout
the year, meet in person with a cohort group three times, and complete two applied projects that
will be designed to directly benefit Evergreen.
It is going to be a full, challenging year. But as we dive into my 5th year here at Evergreen, I am
excited for this opportunity to be challenged and grow in new ways. I believe in the power of
education — and that we should be challenging ourselves as we seek to be learning all the
time. While I did not anticipate further formal education to do so, I am grateful for this
opportunity. I am also grateful for the grant offered to make it affordable, and for the contribution
of continuing education funds (as were already budgeted) Evergreen so generously provides.
This new program starts with orientation I will attend in Sioux Falls, SD on July 10. In the year to
come, I look forward to sharing more with you about things I am learning, tools I have gained,
and projects I will be working on. Even more so, I look forward to ways this program will help all
of us at Evergreen as we seek further opportunities to live into our mission to “Make disciples of
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world.”
Grateful to be on the journey together,
Pastor Jen
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

“Shipwrecked”
Rescued by Jesus
Vacation Bible School
July 23-26 5-8 pm
(Light meal provided each evening)

Held at Evergreen UMC
For children age 4 - 6th grade
You still have time to register!
Volunteers needed.

Join us: July Sermon Series
With a new month, comes a new sermon
series! Starting July 1, we are going to
move from our June series that focused
on “God at Work” — and shift to ways our
faith is at work in our lives. This new 4week series, “Faith that Works,” will be a
journey through the book of James as we
focus on the gift of faith, and of what that
looks like in action. Join us for worship
every Sunday at 9am!

