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Children & Youth Events...

Skating &
Sledding
Party at
Chahinkapa
Park
January 29

Griffin and Alicia waiting
for worship to begin

Kat and Myar

Aaron going for a strike!
Winter Connection Dakota Youth Conference at Brooking, SD
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Sunday School News

By Becky Dockter

A big thank you to all who are helping out with
Sunday School this year! We are already looking
ahead to Vacation Bible School this summer, and
are starting to line up helpers. This year's theme is
"Maker Fun Factory" and will be held July 24-27.
Supper will be provided each night for the kids. If
you are willing to help out as a crew leader or with
any of the other activities please either let Becky
Dockter, or the office know! Kids will learn Bible
stories, play games, create science projects and
participate in fun music! We are looking forward
to coordinating with Breckenridge UMC again this
year for Bible School.

Adult Sunday School

By Jean Freden

The Adult Sunday School will meet in the Fireside
Room during February. Tiana Bohn will be leading
the lessons.
The lessons for this month are:
February 5

Fracking

February 12

Standing Rock

February 19

“Nones” and Belief

February 26

Spiritual Formation

February Circle Meetings:
February 14, 7 pm, Joy Circle
February 21, 9:30 am, Hope Circle
February 21, 1:30 pm, Sunshine Circle
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UMW News
Growing in Blessedness

By Denise Eastin

Our first UMW general meeting of 2017 was
scheduled for January 12th. Icy roads and
inclement weather forced a rare cancellation. The
Executive Committee rearranged their calendars to
plan UMW Sunday until after the Sunday Service on
the 15th.
UMW Sunday was held on January 22nd. Jean
Freden presented a message prepared by Fern
Bailey that touched on the history and purpose of
UMW and what it means to our members and the
lives of women and children around the world.
Several of our church family members received
Mission Recognition by UMW including: Kevin
Hudson, Marlene Metcalf Johnson, Nancy
Richels, and Jenny Schmitt. Congratulations!
And Thank You for all you do for our Church Family
and mission projects around the world.
Love Ribbons were made available before and
after church service on the 22nd. Donations for
Love Ribbons are a special way to honor friends and
loved ones, while benefiting women and children in
our Conference. Evergreen has received grants
from the Love Ribbon Project in the past for our
Christmas Kids Program, outfitting children in need
with winter jackets and outerwear. Love Ribbons
will be available again prior to church service on
February 12th to honor your Valentine’s Day friends
and sweethearts.
The February Birthday Parties are coming up
soon this year at the Leach Home on February 3rd,
hosted by Sunshine and Hope Circles, and at St.
Catherine’s on February 10th, hosted by Joy Circle.
Please make it a point to arrive by 1:30 to prepare
and distribute refreshments, as the residents like to
start partying promptly at 2 pm! This is a wonderful
opportunity to share God’s love with others.
World Day of Prayer will be held March 3rd at
Bethel Lutheran Church in Wahpeton.
Our next general UMW meeting will be on March
9th at 7pm, with president, Fern Bailey, presenting
the program, “Called to Serve Communities”.
Sunshine Circle will be providing the refreshments.

Care
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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For the last month the sewing group
has been working very hard to make
potholders to go with the solar
ovens our church has worked with
in the past. A request from Rick Jost
to supply potholders to send along
with the solar ovens was made, and
so far we have made almost 100.
Thanks gals!
By Jean Rubish

Back row: Lois Berndt, Lenora Harrison, Celia Rossow, June
Edwards
Front row: Jean Rubish, LaRae Gripentrog, Janice Deike,
Velora Hensley

Wednesday Soup Suppers begin
March 8
Please join us at 6:00 PM Wednesday evenings during Lent for soup, fellowship and
devotions. We will start serving at 6:00 PM
and close before 7:00 PM. A free will offering
for the meal will be received for a mission
project. Please join us as we use this time to
prepare our hearts to welcome the coming of
Easter.
The serving groups will be in charge of the
suppers and Group #5 will host the first
supper on March 8.

Remember Your Prayer Partner

Evergreen Celebrates February
Birthdays and Anniversaries
*Denotes anniversaries
1- Rudolf Arutyunov
2- Edie Nelson
4-David & Renee Taylor*
5-David Taylor
7-Dawn Wells
7-Jayce Werner
12-Tyrel & Jennifer Rau*
13-McKenzie Gripentrog
14-Ethan Schmitt
14-Aaron Stone
15- Cheri Boyer
16- Aaron Deike
17- Marjo Johnson
17- Evelyn Williams
18-Dianne Millar
18-Chris Johnson
18-Joyce Gripentrog
19-Allan Gripentrog

19-Yelena Arutyunov
19-Alta Lehmann
19-Jennifer Faul
20-Jeanette Plummer
22-Renee Taylor
22-Jack Rittenour
23-Chase Schmitt
24-Josh Deike
24-Chris & Suzanne Johnson*
25-Paula Harris
25-Janice Deike
26-Guy & Roberta Whitehead*
27-Bryan Metcalf
27-Alinda Bassingthwaite
28-Ryla Morin
29-Clark Gripentrog
29-Justin Bohn
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Journey Renewal
On Sunday, February 12 we will have a team
visiting from the Dakotas Conference to walk us
through the next step of our Journey Renewal
process. Throughout this visit, the team will be
meeting with various leaders to discuss our
hopes and dreams for Evergreen UMC. In
addition to a few meetings with some of our
leadership, they will join us in worship at 10am,
where Rev. Rebecca Trefz (Dakotas Conference
Director of Ministries) will give the message,
“Brave Enough to Dream Big.”
Immediately following worship at 11am, You
Are Invited: join us for a training session open
to our entire Evergreen Community! During this
time we will share in a potluck meal,
immediately followed by a training session
including some reports from the team as well as
training on things like the life cycles of a
congregation, our God story, and our Hopes for
the future. You don’t want to miss it!
This training will run from 11am-2:30pm. So
plan to come, eat, share in fellowship, and
hopefully learn something new! See you then!

Ash Wednesday
Service is
March 1 @
7:00 pm
Evergreen Staff
701-642-6202
Pastor:

Jen Tyler
evergreenpastor@702com.net
Administrative Asst: Julie McGovern
evergreenoffice@702com.net
Youth Ministry: Alicia Blaufuss
blaufua@fargo.k12.nd.us
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Boxes of Mac and Cheese Needed
for February “One Thing”
187 Items Collected in January
By Jan Moore
The Back Pack Project is always in
need of donations. In August 2013, the Mission
Committee embraced the idea of “One Thing”
which represents the collection of one designated item each month for a worthwhile cause.
Our main goal since the conception of the idea
has been to collect food items that are used
during the school year in the Back Pack Project.
This program sends easy to fix food items home
with grade school age children each Friday to supplement
their diets for the weekends when they do not receive school
meals. Look for the totes in the Fellowship Hall for your donations.
During the month of February the “ONE THING” collection is
BOXES of Mac and Cheese (not individual servings this time).
The boxes will be sent home for school families over spring
break from school.
Thank you to everyone who has helped with donations to the
Back Pack Project during the month of January. We collected
121 cans of kid-friendly soup; 17 jars of peanut butter; 48
packs of snack crackers and one can of regular soup. Items
that could not be used by the Back Pack Program were donated to the Richland Wilkin Food Pantry. Thank you for your
support of this ministry!!
Evergreen has committed to filling bags for the Back Pack Program during the month of February. Please mark your calendars and come help! All are invited and encouraged to help
with this worthwhile community project. This should take approximately 1 hour of your time. The location has moved to
the Richland-Wilkin Food Pantry, 699 8th Ave. S in Wahpeton.
Dates and times:
Wednesday, Feb. 8 at 7:30 pm (Youth Group)
Monday, Feb. 13 at 7:30 pm
Monday, Feb. 20 at 7:30 pm
If your group or committee is interested in volunteering for
about 1 hour, please contact the church office.

Monthly Offering
January totals
$20,035.08
Monthly Need:
$20,050.00
Noisy Bucket Offering : $72.02

http://www.evergreenumc.com
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Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
6 pm, Praise
Team
7 pm, Choir
7 pm, Youth
Group

9 am, Sunday
School & Coffee
10 am, Worship

5

6:30 pm, Worship Committee

6

12
NOISY BUCKET
9 am, Sunday
School & Coffee
10 am, Worship
11 am, Potluck
11:30 am, Journey Renewal Mtg

13
7:30 pm, Filling
Backpacks @
Food Pantry

19
9 am, Sunday
School & Coffee
10 am, Worship

20
7:30 pm, Filling
Backpacks @
Food Pantry

26
9 am, Sunday
School & Coffee
10 am, Worship

27

7

14
7 pm, Joy Circle

9:30 am, Hope
Circle
1:30 pm, Sunshine Circle

21

28

6 pm, Praise
Team
7 pm, Choir
7 pm,. Youth
Group (packing
backpacks)

6 pm, Praise
Team
7 pm, Choir
7 pm, Youth
Group

6 pm, Praise
Team
7 pm, Choir
7 pm, Youth
Group

1

8

15

22

March 1
Ash Wednesday
12:30 pm, Newsletter folding
6 pm, Praise
Team
6:30 pm, Choir
7 pm, Ash Wed
Worship

Thursday
9 am, Sewing

9 am, Sewing

9 am, Sewing

9 am, Sewing
Day

Friday
2

3
2 pm, Leach
Home Birthday
party sponsored
by UMW

9

10
2 pm, St. Catherine’s Birthday
party sponsored
by UMW

www.evergreenumc.com

4

Journey Renewal Visit

11

9 am, UMW
District Executive Com. Mtg.

16

17

18

23

24

25

March 3
2 pm, World
Day of Prayer
Service @
Bethel

March 4

March 2
9 am, Sewing

Visit our Web Site:

Saturday

Newsletter
Articles Due

Respond
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EUMC Youth:
Hello Evergreen Family!
This January, our youth has had tons of fun playing different games and continuing to get to know each other. Some
highlights of the month were the marshmallow syrup game and the keys in a pot game (ask the youth for explanation).
Hilarious!!!!
On January 27th, five of us traveled to the Winter Connection Mission in Action youth retreat in Brookings, SD. On Friday
evening, we began the retreat with "get to know you" games then transitioned into worship with a wonderful praise
team and message. Small groups were then made. Within the groups we studied John 9, the story of Jesus healing a
blind man. In the story, the Pharisees fail to "see" that Jesus is son of God, even after performing the miracle of healing
the blind man. We call what we fail to see our "blind spots". We examined our own blind spots and how to lovingly and
respectfully make others aware of their own.
On Saturday, we gathered for breakfast then went bowling. Wow, was that fun! After bowling (and a filling lunch of
pizza), we began our mission work for the weekend. The youth split back up into their smalls groups then went out into
the community and hung flyers on door knobs. The flyers had information about 211 Helpline Center. So, what is 211?
211 Can Help Callers Access the Following Types of Services:



Basic Human Needs Resources: food banks, clothing, shelters, rent assistance, utility assistance



Government information: City, County, State services and programs. Many people are not sure what government
office to contact and so 211 helps point them in the right direction.



Health and Mental Health Resources: health insurance programs, maternal health, medical information lines, crisis
intervention services, support groups, counseling, drug and alcohol intervention and rehabilitation



Employment Support: financial assistance, job training, transportation assistance, education programs



Support for Older Americans and Persons with Disabilities: adult day care, congregate meals, Meals on Wheels, respite care, home health care, transportation, homemaker services



Support for Children, Youth and Families: child care, after-school programs, Head Start, family resource centers,
summer camps and recreation programs, mentoring, tutoring, protective services



Volunteer Opportunities and Donations: community involvement, volunteer centers, disaster relief



Military and Family Support: programs that serve veterans and their families, community resources, mental health
resources, counseling


Hobby groups and civic/service clubs: for people who have similar interests (gardening clubs, square dance groups,
astronomy clubs, etc) or are united by a common cause (political groups, Lions, Rotary Clubs, Kiwanis, etc.)

Our youth conversed after our mission work and agreed that if we helped even 1 person that day, we did our job. I
didn't get an exact number, but we I'd guess we passed out 500 flyers on homes, duplexes, and apartments in Brookings. The youth and I had a great time at the retreat and look forward to doing more service projects in the near future.
I'm so very thankful for our youth and their willingness to learn and help others. God bless them all.
In Christian Love, Alicia Blaufuss

Worship Services
9am Sunday School (all ages) and
Coffee Hour
10am Sunday Worship Service

Remember the Noisy Bucket
Offering!
Second Sunday of each
month.
Proceeds support the Three
Rivers Crisis Center - Kids
Connection.

Pastoral Letter
http://www.evergreenumc.com
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I’ve gotten a number of questions about what to expect at our upcoming Journey Renewal weekend
events, so I want to utilize this space to share more information about what you can expect over the
next several weeks as we move forward in our Journey Renewal Process.
You may know that since March of 2016, our Journey Renewal Team has attended several trainings
focusing on prayer, outreach, spiritual gifts, and more. As this year of initial trainings comes to a
close, Evergreen is now preparing for a new chapter of this journey. February 11-12, a team will
travel to Evergreen to listen and meet with members of our community. This team wants to hear
about the big dreams we’ve been talking about, what direction we believe Evergreen is heading,
and how we have been working and praying together to bring positive change and growth to our
community.
Among those present will be the our District Superintendent (Randy Cross) and the Dakotas Conference Director of Connectional Ministries, Rev. Rebecca Trefz, (who will offer the message during
worship). After worship on the 12th, we hope you will stay for a pot luck lunch, immediately followed
by a training session open to all, as it will focus on things like the life cycles of a congregation, the
importance of sharing our God story, and a discussion of our Hopes for the future.
Following this weekend, the team will walk away with insight of who, what and why Evergreen is an
important part not just of our lives — but of our community. Together they will discern 4-5
“Prescriptions” (constructive goals) we will be invited to pray about living into. Should we decide to
accept these prescriptions, the Dakotas Conference has generously committed to offering ongoing
support to staff and volunteers to carry them out effectively (we must accept all or none of these
prescriptions — we cannot affirm only one or two and still receive this support). We will receive
these prescriptions during worship on February 19 — with a vote to follow a month later after times
have been available to discuss and ask questions about them.
None of us can be certain what kinds of work might lie ahead of us with these prescriptions, but we
can be sure that as we enter into these crucial next couple of weeks, there is one thing we can do to
be sure we are faithfully doing all we can to follow in the path God is leading us down: Pray.
Pray for Evergreen, and the God-sized dreams we are called to live into. Pray for the Consultation
team, who are all from outside our community so they can enter in with fresh and unbiased eyes to
experience God at work in our community, discerning faithfully alongside us the path we are to take.
Pray for our neighbors — that our work, goals, and journey might not be for our sake, but for theirs:
for the sake of the larger community and God’s greater kingdom all around us and beyond the doors
of our buildings.
In all that you do, I hope you will join me in praying for this crucial time in
the life of Evergreen. As you pray for these things, may we continue pray
our “Breakthrough Prayer” together:
Almighty God, breakthrough Evergreen UMC and do bold new
things in our lives and community. Change our hearts and open our ears
to hear your voice. Empower us to boldly love and serve one another for
the sake of your kingdom, as together we seek to make new disciples for
the transformation of the world. Amen.
May it be so,
Pastor Jen
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Am I Being Unfair to You?

World Day of Prayer - March 3
2 pm, Bethel Lutheran Church
607 6th St. N., Wahpeton

