Sunday service: 10:30 am

December 2014

Parking: Wheelock College next to Rectory

From The Rector

Recently, I applied to join the Sons
of the American Revolution. My
mom has been after my brothers and
me to do this for years, but somehow we never got around to it. (My
grandmother was a serious, hoop skirt
wearing 1950s D.A.R. type, so it’s no
surprise my mother never bothered to
join herself, but ironically she really
hoped we’d join) But trust me, the
last thing I need is another meeting,
let alone one full of middle-aged
guys, quite possibly festooned in
tri-cornered hats and powdered wigs,
toasting with pewter mugs. But finally I said “Okay, Ma… I’ll do it.”
But you know, it turns out there’s
nothing more fun than finding out
about your ancestors. It’s actually fun
to track down old birth certificates,
trace genealogy back to another continent, or discover an ancestor in the
Revolutionary War. One town clerk I
contacted for a copy of an 1801 birth
certificate grumbled “Be careful, this
genealogy stuff is addictive…once you
get going, you can’t stop!” It seems
that Bloodlines matter. My wife is
from the South. The question she
heard growing up was “Who are your
people?”
Sometimes it looks as though Saint
Matthew went overboard when he
wrote that rather long genealogical
account of Jesus at the beginning
of his Gospel. Why does Matthew
make such a fuss over Jesus’ family
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tree? “The book of the genealogy of
Jesus Christ, the son of David, the
son of Abraham…” and on and on
it goes. This time of year, we’re often
tempted to skip verses 1 to 17 and
go right to the familiar birth story
in chapter 18, which says, “Now the
birth of Jesus Christ took place in this
way.” But that would be a mistake.
Matthew wrote this ancestral account
to remind us that the birth of Jesus is
a new beginning and a fulfillment of
God’s promises, and that we are all
added to his family tree through the
Incarnation of Christ and his birth
in Bethlehem. Mary is our great,
great x1000 grandmother! And it’s
fascinating. Read Matthew’s family
tree of Jesus (Matthew 1:1) carefully
and you’ll see great people, but you
also have people with a past. You have
men, women, adulterers, prostitutes,
heroes, and Gentiles. They are our
people, this is where we come from,
folks, and Jesus is Savior of them and
of us.
Right from the start, Matthew
tells us that Jesus is immersed in the
earthy and seamy side of our humanity, and in the dark characters
and incidents of the family tree as
well. No matter who you are, people
like you and me are already part of
Jesus’ story of grace. And that’s good
news in a world where we can feel so
hyper-connected through computers,
but also extremely detached and wondering: “Where did we come from...

where are we going, and to whom do
we belong?”
This Christmas, remember that we
are an integral all part of God’s family
tree from Christ’s birth in Bethlehem.
And take time to wonder…who is it
easy to omit from our family tree of
Christ? The poor, the destitute, the
hungry, the captives, the prisoners...
there’s a family resemblance there and
it scares the heck of out us. We must
never ignore them. They are us. They
are our people.

Perry Family Donates Historic
Piano To Church Of Our Saviour

Here Brad Perry tells us about this
beautiful instrument:
“Now that the time is approaching
when my family will give our mother’s Chickering piano to the church,
you might be interested in the long,
distinguished history of the Chickering piano company, which for many
years produced the finest pianos made
in the United States.
Chickering and Sons was started in
Boston by Jonas Chickering in 1823.
Chickering pianos continued to be
made until 1983. Throughout the
company’s 160-year life it produced
award-winning instruments of superb
quality and design.
In 1850 Henry Steinweg (later
Henry Steinway) emigrated from
Germany to the United States. He
also produced excellent pianos, and
over time -- due to superior sales-
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manship -- he gradually gained a
larger share of the concert piano market. However, Chickering maintained
its outstanding reputation.
The most famous piano produced by
Chickering was made for P. T. Barnum, the flamboyant show business
promoter. He gave this one to Jenny
Lind -- the famous “Swedish Nightingale”, who was the top singer in the
world in the mid-19th Century. Her
accompanist played the Chickering
for all of her 93 perfomances across
America in 1850-1852.
Jonas Chickering made several major contributions to the development
of piano technology, most notably
by introducing a one-piece, cast iron
plate to support the greater string
tension of larger grand pianos.
Chickering was the biggest piano
manufacturer in the United States
through the middle of the 19th
Century. Then in the 1860’s it was
surpassed by Steinway -- although
Chickering retained its reputation for
superb quality.
In 1861 Jonas Chickering’s son,
Frank Chickering, was presented with
the Imperial Cross of the Legion of
Honour -- one of the world’s most
prestigious non-military honors -- by
France’s Emperor Napoleon III, “for
services to the art of music.” This
was one of more than 200 awards the
Chickering Company received over
the years.
Chickering pianos are not only fine
musical instruments; they are also
truly beautiful. As an example, the
Chickering being presented to The
Church Of Our Saviour has a case
made of Brazilian rosewood. The fine
grain in this wood, which grew in the
Brazilian rain forest, is exceptionally
gorgeous. It’s really unmatched by
any other exotic wood around the
world.
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The Perry piano (a baby grand) was
bought by Marion C. Bradlee in 1923
as a wedding present for her daughter,
Elizabeth Bradlee Perry, who owned
this cherished possession until she
died in 1997.
Like people, pianos age over time.
But unlike people, they can be
completely restored to their original
qualities -- in their case, their fine
music-making ability. This piano was
restored in 2014 by James Ialeggio
of Grand Piano Solutions in Shirley,
Massachusetts. He concentrates on
the restoration of Chickerings -which remain very much desired by
accomplished musicians today.
H. Bradllee Perry
Novenber, 2014

Progress And Plans

It’s in the bag
In November we held our annual
fall yard cleanup effort. The turnout of parishioners and Cub Scouts
was great. We raked, we clipped, we
pruned and we raked some more and
by day’s end we had filled 81 large
leaf bags full of the debris! Thank you
everyone for your help!
A hot topic
And in case you were not in church
when I announced it, we now have a
gas line installed in the church. I felt
a great sense of accomplishment as I
watched the huge yellow back hoe on
the church lawn digging a trench for
the new gas line!

This is the first big step towards
replacing our circa 1965 oil-fired furnaces and converting from oil to gas
to heat the church. We have created
a small committee consisting of vestry
members and interested parishioners
to help determine the best heating
systems for our buildings. We are
also very grateful for the help of Tom
Nutt-Powell from Mass Interfaith
Power & Light (www.mipandl.org).
Tom has created an environmental
stewardship assessment for our buildings and provided us with spreadsheets to help is calculate energy
costs, future savings and our reduction
in our carbon foot print. He has even
guided us to loans from the Diocese
and from Mass Save to help us fund
this important work. We will need
close to $100K for the church. Thankfully, we have already received donations of about $12K to help us along.
Early next year, we will also begin the
process to replace the hugely inefficient heating system in the Parish
House; an even bigger project.
Story leaked
Unfortunately, during the last rain
storm we noticed that the roof in the
vesting room in the church is leaking.
Our roofer has assured us he will be
on property this week. We hope he
will also address the leaks above the
front door of the Rectory which make
Joel’s front steps all but impassable in
winter.

Rent party
We lost one of our major renters
in the Parish House and are actively
seeking additional tenants. Please
spread the word. We rely on this
income to offset expenses.
If you have suggestions or want to
help us with any of this work, please
contact me.
Caleb Stewart
Co Chair Property Committee.

Upcoming Seasonal Events:

Sunday, December 14
11:30AM – Alternative Christmas
Market in the Parish House
Meaningful gifts and crafts, used
books, baked goods, and a festive
atmosphere!
4:00 PM – Advent Service of
Lessons and Carols followed by the
Annual Feast in the Parish Hall
Sunday, December 21 – 3:305:30PM Neighborhood Christmas
Caroling
Meet in our Parish House, then
go a-wassailing thru the Longwood
neighborhood. Warm up with hot
chocolate afterwards back at the
Parish House.
Wednesday, December 24
4:00PM – Christmas Eve Holy
Communion “Children and Grandparents” Service
8:00PM – Christmas Eve Holy
Communion with Choir
Thursday, December 25
10:30AM – Christmas Day Holy
Communion with schola and organ

Altar Guild Notes

Joan Young, Directress
In response to some recent questions
about the Advent Wreath, I thought
it might be timely to write about this
Christian tradition.
The word Advent means “coming”
or “arrival”. The season of Advent is a
time for slowing down and thinking
about the meaning of Christmas, to
do some inner housecleaning. With

all the hustle and bustle of shopping
and cooking this is not easy to do!
These four weeks before Christmas
are a time to prepare for the coming
of Jesus. Advent is also the beginning
of the liturgical year. It begins on the
fourth Sunday before Christmas and
ends on the day before Christmas.
In the “old days” purple dye was very
expensive, so purple came to signify
wealth, power and royalty. Therefore
purple is the color of the season of
Advent, or the coming of the king.
The Advent Wreath is a circular
evergreen wreath with five candles,
three purple, one pink and one white.
The circle of the wreath reminds us of
God’s eternity, mercy and love which
has no beginning and no end. The
green symbolizes hope, renewal, and
eternal life. The candles in general
symbolize the light of God coming
into the world through the birth of
his son, that Jesus is the light of the
world to bring life and hope into our
lives. The four outer candles represent
the period of waiting. There are three
purple candles and one pink candle
with a white one in the center. The
first candle is lit on the first day of
Advent and is the candle of Expectation or Hope. Each Sunday one more
candle is lit. The second Sunday the
candle of Preparation is lighted. The
third Sunday the candle lit is traditionally pink and symbolizes Joy. The
fourth Sunday the candle lit symbolizes Love or Peace. The center candle is white and is called the Christ
Candle. It is lit on Christmas Eve and
reminds us that Jesus Christ should
always be in the center of our lives.
All five candles will continue to be
lighted in services through Epiphany
( January 6).

Christmas Memorial Decorations

Enclosed you will find a form to use
to donate toward Christmas flowers.
Thursday, December 18, 2014 is the

deadline for inclusion in the printed
acknowledgement inserted in the
Christmas service bulletins, although
donations are always welcome up to
and including the Christmas Day
service. Thank you for your continued
generosity in beautifying the church
for the joyful Christmas season.

Cleaning, Greening And Decorating The Church

Many hands will make short work
of decorating our Church for the
Christmas season! The Altar Guild
welcomes all - women, men and children – to come join us in this joyful
ministry!
Saturday, December 13, 2014:
Come around 10 AM to help
“green” the church for the Festival
of Lessons and Carols! This entails
hanging the garlands, wreaths and
the sconces. We will also be polishing
brass and doing a bit of extra cleaning.
Saturday, December 20, 2014:
Take a break from your shopping
and join us for the final decorating!
Sunday, January 11, 2015:
Following the Epiphany Pageant
we will take down and store away the
garlands, wreaths, etc.

Meravelha Presents “Twelve
Days Of Christmas”

Concert at Church of Our Saviour
Friday, December 19, 8:00PM,
Parish Hall
Meravelha, the early music ensemble
directed by our alto section leader
Teri Kowiak, will be presenting a
concert of medieval song and chant
commemorating the feast days of the
Chrismas Season. They’ll honor the
saints with nary a mention of dancing
ladies, leaping lords, or golden rings!
The COOS community receives
a discount if tickets are purchased
Church of our Saviour
617-277-7334

Clergy
The Reverend Joel Ives, Rector
The Reverend David Eckel,
Sunday Associate

Music for the Feasts of the
Christmas Season
Elise Groves
voice

Barbara Allen Hill
voice

Jaya Lakshminarayanan
voice and harp

Daniel Meyers

voice, winds and percussion

Friday, December 19, 8 p.m.

Church of Our Saviour, 25 Monmouth St., Brookline
(St. Mary’s T stop, C Line)

Saturday, December 20, 3 p.m.

Church of the Good Shepherd, 9 Russell Ave, Watertown

voice, vielle and hurdy-gurdy

$20 general admission; $15 students/seniors
tickets available at the door, and online at www.meravelha.com

Catherine Stein
voice and recorder

Teri Kowiak
voice, director

with special guest
www.meravelha.com
@MeravelhaTweets

in advance. Go to http://meravelha12daysfri.brownpapertickets.com/ and
enter the password COOS, and the
“secret” price will show.
If you can’t make it Friday, but want to
see the show on Saturday at Church of
the Good Shepherd in Watertown, this
link provides the same discount:
http://meravelha12dayssat.brownpapertickets.com/

Trip To Haiti Planned

Staff
Amanda Swinchoski,
Children’s Education Director
Edward T. Whitney, Jr.,
Parish Bookkeeper

(Mt. Auburn St. @ Russell Ave., Bus #71)

Josh Schreiber Shalem

Tom Zajac

Music
Jennifer A. Lester, Music Director

Laura Madden, our Outreach CoChair, is traveling to Haiti for several
days in February. She’ll be representing
Church of Our Saviour, further exploring a school being built in Haiti
by the Episcopal Diocese of Haiti and
St. Dunstan’s Church in Dover, MA.
We’d like to participate in this endeavor but we need to learn more. This is
an extremely exciting moment for our
parish, as we have not had someone
on a Mission trip for several years.
(Anne Elperin went to Honduras and
later, Africa, and of course Dr. Barbra
McCune Kunz had her ministry in
Honduras.) So we will be supporting
Laura before she embarks, and she’ll be
telling us some of the things needed.
Here is one!

Baby Shower For Mary!

The Church of Our Saviour Outreach
Team will be hosting a Baby Shower
for Mary during coffee hour on Sunday,
December 21st. We are collecting the
following 3 items to deliver to Haiti in
February:
“onesies” (one piece infant clothing)
newborn caps
receiving blankets
New and gently used items most
appreciated! They
will go straight to
new and expecting mothers in
Hinche and La
Beque.
~ Collection box
can be found in
the back of the
church!

Pledging

It’s that time of
year-make your
pledge for 2015
soon!

Vestry
Doug Skillins, Senior Warden
Eric Gedstad, Junior Warde
Staffan Ericsson, Treasurer
Timothy Harwood, Clerk
Abbott Lawrence • Cathy McCarty
Catherine Creecy • Alec Holliday
Joan Young • Laura Madden
Courtney Patrick • David Reeder
Betsey Dalbeck • Nicholas Reynolds
Lisa Shaw • Caleb Stewart
Delegates to 2014 Convention
Michael Robbins • Doug Skillins

