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All are welcome at the Table of the Lord!
Parking is available every Sunday
in the Wheelock College
parking lot next to the Rectory.

Summer Services: 10:00am
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From the Rector

REMEMBER
Next week
and throughout
the summer
the Sunday service
will be in the
cloister at 10am,
not 10:30.
Enjoy the summer!

At this moment, I’m on the threshold
of a long-awaited two weeks’ vacation.
But, my vacation will be different this
year -- by order of my wife! The new
rule? “No Projects!” You see, around
our home in Rockport, I’m something
of a project nut. Let my gaze fall upon
(as it says in the old rite of Confession) “things done and left undone:”
an old door that could be stripped and
made into a coffee table, a sofa-sized
boulder to be moved, Leyland cypress to be hauled and planted to keep those nosey
neighbors at bay ... and before you can say “hardware store charge account” I’m covered
in sawdust, soil or lead paint chips, two weeks have flown by, I’m exhausted and my
family hasn’t caught a glimpse of me. Well, they’ve seen me all right, attacking my
projects like George S. Patton while they head off to the beach, or my exhausted, dirtcaked body lying prostrate and grouchy upon the couch. But have they actually been
with husband/father in any meaningful way? Sadly, no. And that is what my Dearly
Beloved’s new and very wise rule is all about.
Perhaps some of you can relate. How easy it is for us ambitious folk to become
enmeshed in some all-consuming project, new gadget or solo electronic game while
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our family/loved ones give up and go on
their vacationing way. Why is it so darn
difficult for people like us to slow down
our mental and physical engines and
truly relax? What do we fear in the quiet
of play with family or just reading a book
in the sand? Why do I so avoid that root
word ‘vacare‘ which means empty, free,
at leisure? How can I learn the fine art
of simply being and relaxing? That good
people, is my fervent prayer for vacation.
Jesus regularly went away for times
of rest, and it’s something we all
could seek to model. How deliciously

tempting it is to use free time to dive
into yet another shirt-drenching home
improvement project, or indulge in that
palm-moistening temptation to crank up
the MacBook and “catch up on e-mails”
while the rest of the gang plays a rousing
game of Monopoly on the rug. Beware.
Like Jesus tempted to turn stones into
bread, such slithering temptations come
straight from the Anti-Vacationer, for
we know that just as “man liveth not
by bread alone,” neither doth man or
woman live by endless projects and
sneaking work into vacation. So, I
implore you, Log Out, put paint scraper
and pruners down. Take my good wife’s
advice, join me in learning the fine art of
relaxation, and play with those persons
who love you far more than any of those
projects, that may or may not need doing,
will love you. And remember: could
it be that what we’re actually avoiding
when we escape to such projects, is the
depth of that unconditional love that
those who love us most possess for us
and who desire only to be with us? That
kind of love can be so much like God’s
love that it’s somehow terrifying such
that we even hide our face in the rock
of projects and work to avoid seeing it
face to face. The kind of love that says
I love you just the way you are, Joel or
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Jane or Bill. But that is where true joy
in this life is to be found, simply being
in the presence of that love. Folks, just
ask anyone on their deathbed what they
remember best; it ain’t the answered
e-mails or the repaired shutters..it’s that
family Monopoly game on the rug. And
so, for the next two weeks, paint will peel
and Japanese beetles shall feast, but I will
play badminton, learn gin rummy and
toss horse shoes. Heyyy...now there’s
an idea! What that back yard needs is a
fabulous, regulation-sized horseshoe pit
-- tomorrow six a.m., run to town and
buy some gravel...HOLD IT! STOP!
Whew..I caught myself that time -- I’m
learning! Joel

Spring Auction and Dinner
Caleb Stewart, Auction Co-Chair

Our Spring Auction dinner held Saturday,
April 28th was a success, not only because it
brought in funds necessary to help keep our
church running smoothly, but also because
it brought a large percentage of our parish
together for a fun time. It was
a great chance for parishioners,
friends and neighbors to relax.
If you were in the Lawrence
Room or the Large Classroom
during the silent auction, you
know how packed the rooms
were. The Silent Auction netted
$6,937 in profits, an increase of
$1K over last year. I am pleased
this went so well because we need
the funds and because it meant that Debra
Wasiowicz and I had less packing up to do.

more bidding wars as these are always fun
to witness. Although we had many good
live auction items, bidding was down from
last year, and overall, the event did not raise
as much money as we hoped. We did well
however.
I want to thank Doug Skillins, my co-chair,
for all the hard work he did to make the
evening a success, and Karen Skillins for
her invaluable design and production help.
I also want to thank Dan Smith for his deft
handling of the live auction, Lisa Shaw
for pulling out all the stops once again,
Debra Wasiowicz for her knowledgeable
and stalwart efforts, Halani Foulsham
for the striking tropical centerpieces,
Fred Grant and Dianne Haley for always
appearing just when they were needed,
and Eric Gedstad and Bev Cleathero for
their Herculean behind-the-scenes tallying
effort. Thank you too to our donors,
sponsors and guests -- you all made the
evening a success.

After organizing the auction dinner for
four or so years, Doug Skillins and I
would like to pass the baton on to other
folks. We have already received a couple
of suggestions and offers of help for next
year. Please
contact
Doug or me
if you have
ideas for next
year and are
interested in
helping next
year.

Caleb’s crew,
again, did a
bang up job
sprucing up
the church
grounds.

The upstairs Parish Hall was packed for
dinner with about 114 reservations. The
dinner Lisa Shaw prepared was marvelous.
The stuffed pork loin was delicious and I
especially loved the arugula salad.
Once again, Dan Smith did a super job
as our auctioneer. The crowd was lively
and playful but I would have liked to see
3
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Altar Guild News
Joan Young, Directress

As the summer services in the cloister
approach, we are stashing away the silver
and gold items for safekeeping. The
set-up for the cloister will be ready, and
again this year I am grateful for the help
from a few of our men for setting up the
furniture each Sunday. Debra Wasiowicz
will be the Altar Guild person in charge
during the month of July, and Halani
Foulsham and Liza Connelly will share
duties in August. Please give them all
your support!

A beautiful
day for the
COOS Picnic
2012!
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Over the summer please entertain some
thought to perhaps serving on the
Altar Guild. We welcome anyone who
would like to join us in this meaningful
ministry. No special skills are required. If
you are interested in learning more about
it, please contact
me at
jsyoung@me.com,
617 484-0950 or
Rev. Joel.

