SO MANY QUESTIONS

Question 10:
“If God is good, why is there so much suffering in the world?”
Think about it
1. What kind of question is this?
a. Knowing (needing evidence)
b. Meaning (knowing what ‘the truth’ about God is)
c. Living (moral issues / how we ought to live)
2. What are some of the reasons someone might have for asking this question?

3. How would you go about answering this question? Jot down the kinds of things
you think could be included in an answer.

Summarize your answer
In your own words, using three or four simple points, write down how you would
answer the question “If God is good, why is there so much suffering in the world?”

Do not turn page over until after you complete this side! 

For further thought:
If God is good, why is there so much suffering in the world?
 The problem of suffering is one of the hardest questions we face as human beings. It
is interesting that the Bible is not scared of the problem. In the Bible, you see people
trying to reconcile their knowledge that God is good and is in control of everything
with their own experiences of suffering, and succeeding.
 The Bible is very clear that God is both all-loving and all-powerful—that he’s
completely good and completely in control. So why doesn’t he fix things and stop
bad things happening?
 It’s because God is giving us what we chose. Even though God’s original creation was
very good (a place of peace, safety and prosperity), human beings rejected his
kingship over creation and over us, and so we not only earned ourselves his eternal
wrath, we also brought pain and death and suffering into the world.
 Some suffering is just part of life “post-Genesis 3” (like the man born blind in John
9). However, some suffering is the end result of a particular sin (e.g. Romans 1:1832) and some suffering is the direct judgement of God on sin (e.g. the lame man in
John 5:1-14).
 Suffering is not a problem that God looks at from a distance. He doesn’t leave us to
solve it. Suffering is what God himself did to solve our problem. The cross is where
we see that God is all-loving and all-good: while we were still sinners, Christ died for
us. And the cross is where we see that God is all-powerful: what we were powerless
to do (i.e. save ourselves from God’s wrath—the wrath we deserved), Christ did for
us. Jesus secured the victory that offers hope to us all in a new and perfect creation,
free from all the ugliness of this world.
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