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As we continue to discern the “Heart of Emmanuel”, 
what makes Emmanuel tick, we have identified that 

we are a congregation that has always moved out beyond 
our own walls, our own services, our own programs, in 
order to be God’s people “out there!”  As I have traveled 
around the country, teaching and encouraging people 
to embrace their current context afresh I have been 
met with a picture of church that is brick and mortar.  
Without fail, when I have asked the question “What is 
Church?” the answer begins with a description of facili-
ties.  Steeples, stages, screens, baptismals, pews, bands, 
organs – church is regularly described as place.  Given 
time, they all eventually get to the fact that Church is 
people.  But not just any kind of people.

In the early 2000’s the Church of Scotland adopted a 
way forward in the midst of a post-Christian context.  
The document that shaped their future is called “Church 
Without Walls”. In that document it defines church as 
the people of God.  Distinctively it says we are “…people 
with Jesus at the centre traveling wherever Jesus takes 
us.”  Church is not a building, a set of programs, or an 
institution that needs to be preserved.  Church is very 
simply “people with Jesus at the centre traveling  
wherever Jesus takes us.”  

As we think of the impact of Emmanuel Presbyterian 
Church it has been most apparent when we get out of 
our churchiness and into the world.  Moving Beyond 
Church is a phrase that seeks to capture the vitality of 
our congregation in its desire to move into the com-
munity to serve and witness.  Our prison ministries are 

a good example.  Christmas 
at the fire camp is Emmanuel.  
Getting children on a bus 
and accompanying them to 
see their parents who are in 
prison is Emmanuel.  Working 
on a reservation in Arizona is 
Emmanuel.  Serving a meal on 
our patio is Emmanuel.   
Tutoring at Madrona Elemen-
tary is Emmanuel.  All of these 
are examples of  
moving beyond our program 
and facilities and engaging the world with Jesus.  

We need to be more ourselves, especially at this time.  
We need to be on the move to those outside of church.  
We need more ways for us to see Jesus leading us to new 
places with new people so we can truly be ourselves.

What places do you see Jesus going and he is asking 
you to go with him?  What people is Jesus caring about 
in our community and Jesus is inviting you to join him?  
What people need a bridge to see God isn’t so far off and 
Jesus is asking you to help make one?
This is what it means to be Emmanuel Presbyterian 
Church. It’s what has been passed on to us.  Let us  
actively continue what God has begun.

Faithfully,

Craig

Moving Beyond Church

Carp Retreat is Almost Here!

InSightInSight

 Our Annual CARP Retreat is September 15-17 at Carpinteria State Beach. We 
hope you signed up for this fun experience with your Emmanuel family and will be 
there to enjoy a weekend of camping, Saturday’s activities and/or Sunday’s worship 
service at the outdoor amphitheater. If you have not signed up and would still like to 
come up on Saturday or Sunday, please call the church office or talk with someone 
from the CARP Team this Sunday.

We are looking forward to hearing from Jon Byron, our guest speaker for the weekend. Jon will speak at 9am on 
Saturday morning at the ramada (covered picnic area near the parking), around 6:45pm that night at the  
Campfire Center Amphitheater and again Sunday morning at the Amphitheater for the 9:30am service.
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A New Arrival!
Rhiannon Jane Manoiu
Born - August 13, 2017

5 lbs. 15 oz.
Proud parents Daniel & Amanda

feel very blessed, and  
want to thank everyone at 

Emmanuel for their prayers!

Carp Retreat - Continued from Page 1

Breakfast will be provided on Saturday and Sunday morning by the CARP team, and dinner on Saturday night will 
be street tacos (choice of beef, chicken or pork), quesadillas, rice, pinto beans, salsa and chips from Tacos Don 
Roge on Linden Ave. in Carpinteria. Additional activities on Saturday include surfing and tamales at the east end of 
the beach.

Jon Byron is a gifted conference and retreat speaker, singer/songwriter and spiritual director who is able to  
combine gentle humor, strong Biblical content and practical application into challenging messages. He served for 
nine years as Pastor of Spiritual Direction on the staff at Big Valley Grace Community Church in Modesto, CA. He 
also has ministered nationally and internationally through concerts, teaching, evangelizing, and spiritual direction. 
He has written and produced several recordings including his most recent, “All I Really Need.”

Among his other activities he is a founding member of The Leadership Institute and presently serves on the  
faculty. Jon travels and ministers on behalf of Press Pause Ministries encouraging individuals and groups to pause 
and experience God’s transforming presence. He says of himself, “I’m learning each day the necessity and joy of 
pressing pause to create space in my life to experience the Lord.”

Jon is a graduate of Fuller Theological Seminary and the Monastery of the Risen Christ School for Spiritual  
Directors. He is married to Francie and they have three children and seven grandchildren.

Sewing Class with Ms. Sara

Sara Sinclair will offer another Sewing Class for kids ages 6 and up beginning September 24. The class will be 
held on Sundays during the 9am service in Room 9 through October 29. We need several volunteers to work 

with Sara, helping the kids and supporting the project under her direction. Please contact Debbie Barber  
at dbarber@epconline.org to sign up.
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Greetings! Normally I include a message about what the high school 
students have been up to, or a trip we have all been on. But this time 

I would like to let you all in on what we are doing with the middle school 
students. We have just launched a series that will take us through the Hebrew 
Bible in about a year. We will follow that up by going through the Gospel the 
subsequent year.

We will focus on learning the grand story of Scripture and focusing on the 
character of God as it is put forth along the way. It is a wonderful opportunity 
to undermine our presuppositions and encounter the God of the Bible afresh. 
Feel free to ask some of the middle school students what they have been 
engaging with and if they are learning anything new about who God is.

Thank you Emmanuel for your constant support of the younger portion of our church!

Love, Jared

Senior Luncheon, Wed., September 20
Starts at 12:00 Noon
Seniors enjoy a potluck luncheon on the third Wednesday of each month. 

September kicks off our new season with fellowship around the tables and 
musical entertainment by the FRIDAY STRING QUARTET. John Fowler has 
arranged for this talented local group to celebrate with us all things “Autumn”.

Please bring your own table service, plus a salad to or other dish to share. 
Beverage and dessert will be provided. Guests are welcome.

The Middle School Students are going 
through the Hebrew Bible!



September

9/10        Blood Drive in Parking Lot
                8:30am - 12:30pm

9/15-17   Carpinteria Retreat 
                at Carpinteria State Beach
                Sunday Worship Service
                9:30am, Amphitheater

9/17        Regular Sunday Schedule
                EPC Campus
                9am & 10:30am Services

Coming in October

10/7        Buddy Break, EPC Campus
  9am arrival for volunteers
                10am-1pm, Kids Here

                
                

Donate to Emmanuel  
Using your Smart Device

Just scan this image

Groups Meeting at EPC
Women’s Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 10am, Room 6
Returns September 20

Men’s Bible Study
Fridays at 6:30am, Youth Room

MOPS & Mom’s Next - Mother’s of 
Preschoolers & Elementary age,  

2nd & 4th Wednesdays 
MOTS - Moms of Teens & Beyond, 

1st & 3rd Wednesdays-12pm, Youth Rm
Returns September 6

ROMEOS - (Retired older men  
eating out), Thursdays 8am at 

the Newbury Park Denny’s
Wendy Off Ramp from 101 Fwy

In Luke 22:19, Jesus took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to the 
apostles saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of 

me.” Communion is one of the great sacraments of the Church, and it is one 
of the most beautiful gifts Jesus left his followers—a way to commune and 
fellowship with him throughout the ages.  

Communion is celebrated once a month at Emmanuel.  However, there are 
those in our congregation who are unable to partake because they can’t make it 
to church for various reasons.  For many years, the pastors took communion to 
those who couldn’t make it to church to receive it.  In recent years, the Board 
of Deacons took on that ministry, with the serving Deacons taking turns each 
month serving off-campus communion.

The need has grown over time, and Emmanuel now has as many as three 
teams of two servers each serving off-campus communion monthly. So the 
Board compiled a list of volunteers from the ordained Presbyterian Elders and 
Deacons attending Emmanuel who are willing to join the serving Deacons in 
this very special ministry.  We are looking to update the list and add others who 
are interested in participating in this ministry.

The Board of Deacons will be happy to train interested Elders and Deacons 
and make sure they are paired with someone experienced if they have not done 
this before or feel uncertain about serving.  For those who are ordained and 
may be interested in this ministry but have not been contacted, please contact 
Krista Pettersson at 805-300-9001 or at krista_pettersson@hotmail.com; or call 
the church office.

How Can I Keep from Singing This Fall?
“How can I keep from singing your praise…How can I keep from shouting your 

name?  I know I am loved by the King, and it makes my heart want to sing.”  God 
hears our hearts first and foremost, and he loves to see us sing his praises just 
as the lyrics from Chris Tomlin’s popular praise song state above.  If you love to 
sing and would like to participate in leading worship at Emmanuel, the choir has 
a place for you!

As the fall season gears up for another school year, Emmanuel Choir will be 
helping to lead worship once again, beginning on Sunday, September 10.  The 
choir would like to encourage anyone who enjoys singing a variety of music and 
can carry a tune to join them this fall as they lead worship Sunday mornings.  
Friends and neighbors are welcome to sing, as well as Emmanuel members.  So, 
pass the word along to those you know love the musical arts.  

The service starts at 9am, with choir rehearsal at 8:15am in the sanctuary.  
Rehearsals are Thursday evenings, beginning at 7pm, starting on  
September 7.  There will be a reception to start the season off on a festive note.  
Then the choir will read through music they will be singing this fall as well as 
working on Sunday morning’s music.

For those whose schedules may not allow them to sing all year with the 
choir, they are welcome to join the Christmas Choir and sing in EPC’s holiday 
production only, joining during Advent services if they desire.  The Christmas 
Choir, along with featured soloists, will perform “What Kind of Throne?” on 
Sunday, December 10, at 5 p.m.  This musical narrative presents wonderful 
arrangements of some well-loved carols and seasonal anthems.  Christmas 
rehearsals begin on Thursday, September 28, and last from 7–8pm, with Sunday 
morning music rehearsals running from 8–9pm, right after.  

The handbell choir will begin rehearsals on Thursday, October 5, at 6pm  They 
will perform during Advent and as part of the annual Christmas concert.  For 
further details on the choirs or the Christmas production, see Lance in the 
music office or call him weekdays at 805-498-4502.

Deacons’ Corner: Communion for Shut-Ins 


