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On May 12th and 13th we had our third Way For-
ward gathering.  First, let me ask us all to pray for 

discernment for this committed group of 30+ who are 
discovering what God is up to in our midst.  By being 
faithful to our original mission in the Conejo Valley, and 
adapting that mission to our current context, we seek to 
discover new directions for our congregation.  We are 
looking to establish a “radical continuity” with the work 
of the Holy Spirit in us and through us over these last 
50+ years.  We also are looking to address our current 
context with a “radical discontinuity” of behaviors.  This 
means that we need to be just as bold in trying new 
ways to communicate the Gospel of Jesus to our current 
community as did the early pioneers who began Em-
manuel Presbyterian Church.  
The goal of our consulting times is to establish some 

modest as well as radical new experiments for reach-
ing those we have yet to meet.  Every organization has 

to think outside the box in 
order to discover new ways to 
be themselves.  Our sermon 
series in Exodus is testimony 
to the fact that God’s people 
are at their best when they are 
faithful followers as God leads 
them out into uncharted territory.  We are to put down 
roots in our faithful following of God.  The people of 
Israel struggled with this as do we.  The temptation is to 
get comfortable with place.  The call is to lift our eyes up 
and see that our comfort is in relationship to God.
So I return to where I began.  PRAY for the leadership 

of the congregation that they will lead us in “paths of 
righteousness” as a testimony to the God who leads us.

Faithfully,
Craig

The Way Forward

Camp Joy is July 10-13:  
Finding Joy in Working Together!
Camp Joy registration is now available for your kids, grandkids, friends and 

neighbors entering transitional kindergarten through 5th grade. The camp 
will run Monday through Thursday, July 10-13 from 9am-12:30pm. This year, 
we focus on the joy that can be found in paying attention to the big picture, with lots of conversation and 
practice in working together and valuing each other. Daily themes build on this focus of finding joy around 
us and working together: Monday - There are good things happening all around us; Tuesday - Each per-
son is an important part of the big picture; Wednesday - Because we are all different, good things happen 
when we work together; and Thursday - When we see the big picture instead of focusing on ourselves, we 
can have fun!

Each morning, campers gather in the sanctuary for exciting, large-scale science experiments, skits with 
fun characters, and music. The kids then rotate in groups by age through stations for science, art and games. 
The science lab and art studio will be buzzing with activity as we focus on engineering (levers, gears and 
chain reactions) and color theory (murals and Andy Warhol style self portraits). Among other activities, 
kids will build a giant Rube Goldberg machine and create a mural for our playground area. 

Continued on Page 3
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Spring Youth Mission Trip to Mexico
Last month, a group of high school and college 

students (as well as a couple of adult leaders and a 
baby!) from Emmanuel went to Baja, Mexico, for quite 
the experience! Read below to hear a bit more about 
what we were up to.

Door of Faith 
Orphanage

DOFO is where 
we stay when we 
go to Mexico. They 
are a fantastic 
orphanage that 
specializes in taking care of babies. The babies grow 
up and then they are provided an amazing family life. 
DOFO concludes by helping them go to college and 
helps them in get a car for transportation. DOFO have 
a lot of funding and are doing amazing things for the 
children. We had the opportunity to cook some meals 
for the orphans, as well as run some crafts and spend 
a lot of time playing. We also got to go to church with 
them!

Haitian Refugee Church
While I was planning this trip, DOFO reached out 

and told me about the Haitian refugee crisis and the 
church that had been housing hundreds of refugees. My 
contact at DOFO asked if we would be willing to help in 
Tijuana, and we jumped at the opportunity! For various 
circumstances, some of what we had discussed during 
planning did not pan out. However, we were still able to 
bring some much needed support! Emmanuel’s Mission 
Council agreed to provide enough resources to cover 
the place for a few weeks! 

La Mision para los Ninos
This orphanage specializes in taking care of people with 
disabilities. The reality is that Mexico already has very 
low adoption rates, so there is no expectation that the 
orphans at La Mision will ever leave. Because of this, 
there is actually only one minor that lives there! They 
have about fifteen or so (mainly) adults with disabilities, 

and the volunteers 
feed them, change 
their diapers, play 
with them, and 
care for them. It 
is truly a beautiful 
ministry. On the 
wall of their dining 
room they have 
the well-known 
verse: “True devotion, the kind that is pure and faultless 
before God the Father, is this: to care for orphans and 
widows in their difficulties and to keep the world from 
contaminating us” (James 1:27). Secluded in the foothills 
of Guadalupe, engaging in the unglamorous life of 
diaper-changing and relating to those who mostly 
cannot talk or even see, the volunteers here have found 
the pure life. It was here that we experienced the most 
love, joy, and peace.

Thanks!
Thank you for always 
supporting us and 
praying for us. We 
could not go on trips 
like these without 
the investment of 
our whole church 
family.  If you 
would like to know 
anything else about 
the trip, or how you 
could offer support 
further, please do 
not hesitate to reach 
out!

Love,

Jared and the 
Emmanuel Youth 

Climbing Higher - All are invited to join in a lively discussion of each Sunday’s sermon, based on questions 
from “The Sermon Series Companion” posted on the church’s website www.epconline.org Copies of the questions 
are distributed at the class, which meets in Room 7 each Sunday at 10:30am.
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The Senior Luncheon group hosts NANCY KILBOURN, an 
expert in early American history and particularly the role 

of the Indian “Code Talkers,” whose native languages provided 
secure battlefield communication  - thwarting all enemy attempts 
to decipher their “code.”     Many Americans are aware of the 
Navajo Code Talkers of WWII, but the use of Indian code and translators has a long chapter in American history.  
Ms Kilbourn will focus on WWI and WWII, the modernization and specialized use of Indians’ language skills 
during modern warfare.  

Fireside Room at Noon on May 17.  Bring a friend, your own table service and a dish to share.  Beverage and 
dessert furnished.

Navajo Code Talkers - American 
history and Indian lore come together at 
SENIOR LUNCHEON - Weds. May 17 

Camp Joy - Continued from Page 1 
Sound like fun? You are invited to participate as well! 

See the volunteer registration link on the Emmanuel 
website to sign up and join us as we Find Joy in Working 
Together to create another amazing Camp Joy. You 
also can contact Debbie Barber after services or at 
dbarber@epconline.org to volunteer for the camp or 
donate items. Items needed this year include: Dominos 
or wooden domino blocks, Paper tubes – toilet paper, 
wrapping paper, paper towel, etc., PVC piping and joints, 
Legos, mouse trap game, peg board, tinker toys, blocks 
- various kinds and sizes, a rolling pin, clear piping, 
pulleys (Amazon link is http://a.co/gc87zzb), tracks 
- train, car, hot wheels - any kind, marbles, funnels, 
string, masking tape, duct tape, cardboard boxes, paper 
clips, binder clips, pipe cleaners, straws, ping pong 
balls, rubber bands, popsicle sticks, empty ribbon or 

thread spools, pool noodles, rulers, pom poms, plastic 
spoons, clothespins, zip ties, paper plates, shoe laces and 
aluminum foil.

In addition, on Friday, July 14, the families of campers 
are invited to an overnight stay on the front lawn of 
the church beginning at 7pm, with breakfast together 
on Saturday morning. And, on Sunday, July 16, there 
will be a special worship service at 10am on the lawn 
to celebrate Camp Joy and welcome the campers, their 
families and our local community to Emmanuel. 

Cost for the four days of camp and Friday campout 
is $30 per family for one child, $50 for two children, 
and $60 for three or more children. All children must 
be accompanied and supervised by a parent for the 
campout. A registration form is available at the church 
office or online at www.epconline.org.

Sunday School Excitement
We are looking for a few good people to help us in Sunday School over the summer during the Contemporary 

Service at 10:30am. Come and take part in introducing kids to lessons from the life of Joseph in July, 
and Paul in August. You can take part in demonstrating the love of Christ as you talk with them about awesome 
examples of lives of faith and how they can grow to know and love Christ more each day. Contact Debbie Barber at 
dbarber@epconline.org for an application and more information.

More Opportunities
You can take part in loving children during our MOPS program twice a month starting this fall. This is a great 

way to support and care for young families in our community. Contact Megan Gappinger at  
megaroni76@yahoo.com  or Meredith Sullivan at thentherewasjoy@gmail.com for more information.

mailto:dbarber%40epconline.org?subject=
mailto:megaroni76%40yahoo.com?subject=
mailto:thentherewasjoy%40gmail.com?subject=


5/17     Senior Salad Luncheon
             Nancy Kilbourn talks     
             about Indian Code Talkers
             Noon, Fireside Room

5/19    Senior Salad Luncheon
            Nancy Kilbourn talks about 
            “Navajo Code Talkers”.
            12 Noon, Fireside Room

5/21     Installation of Church  
             Elders and Deacons 
            10am, Sanctuary                     

Coming in June

6/2       Parents’ Night Out
             5-9pm, Nursery, Rm 3-4

6/3       Buddy Break, EPC Campus
             9am arrival for volunteers
             10am-1pm, Kids Here

6/4      Combined Worship Service
            10am, Sanctuary

6/11-6-28  Zambia Mission Trip

6/18     Father’s Day

             Classical Concert
             Daniel Manoiu & Friends
             More Information Soon!
             5pm, Sanctuary

Groups Meeting at EPC
Women’s Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 10am, Room 6
Men’s Bible Study

Fridays at 6:30am, Youth Room
MOPS & Mom’s Next - Mother’s of 

Preschoolers & Elementary age,  
2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 9:15am

MOTS - Moms of Teens & Beyond, 
1st & 3rd Wednesdays

12pm, Youth Room
ROMEOS - (Retired older men  
eating out), Thursdays 8am at 

the Newbury Park IHOP

IMPACT has several mission trips heading out to places 
around the world at the end of June. One of these trips, is 
to Romania. There are two teenage, Navajo sisters from 
Tuba City, Arizona, that are going on the trip. Bianca 
and Stephanie Yazzie, have been spiritually encouraged 
by several in our congregation who encountered them 
in Tuba City during Emmanuel mission trips. Our 
Mission Council is supporting the girls and would like to 
encourage others at Emmanuel to also support them if they would like to. Bianca 
commented, “This organization (IMPACT) has already done so much of God’s 
work in the years before, my sister and I would really like to experience God’s 
work first hand, as well as do God’s work”. 

At this point, Bianca and Stephanie are in the process of fundraising for their 
trip. They each need an additional $2,000 to fully fund the trip. If you would like 
to give a donation to the sisters, please do so by putting a check in the offering 
plate on Sunday made out to “IMPACT” with a note in the memo “Yazzie 
Sisters Romania”. You can also go to the IMPACT website and give online, 
providing the same information with your donation. Click HERE to go to the 
IMPACT website.

Collecting Toiletries for Fire Camp 13
It’s vacation season and the Emmanuel Prison Ministy wants to remind you 

that when vacationing pick up the lotions, shampoos, conditioners, shower caps 
etc. from the hotels, motels, spas, cruises etc. where you will be staying. These 
items are the backbone of the Christmas gift bags that are presented to the 
ladies at Fire Camp 13. Thank you for your generosity to the Christmas Project. 
Items can be left in the Prison Ministry bins in the Missions Room, located off 
the parking lot by Madrona School. Thank you!

Mission News

Deacon’s Corner - Thank You for Serving

The Deacons would like to thank the outgoing Deacons for their service 
these last few years.  Debbie Chulack, Phyllis Stender and Bill Tennant are 

rotating off the Board of Deacons.  They have contributed enormous amounts 
of time, energy, love and talent as they fulfilled their duties as Deacons.  Debbie 
and Phyllis served on the Memorials Committee, spending hours preparing for, 
serving during and cleaning up after Memorial Services throughout the years.  
Bill served in a variety of ways, coordinating meals for those in need, organizing 
and coordinating monthly communion visits to Emmanuel’s shut-ins, and 
serving as moderator, as well as serving on the Executive Committee for the 
board.  Thank you all for the gifts you shared with the church in this capacity.
As Deacons rotate off the board, new people come onto the board to continue 
the work of the Deacons.  So, we would like to welcome the new Deacons starting 
three-year terms this month:  Andy Gappinger, Torren Nanz, Sue Byrne, Valerie 
Reynolds and Krista Pettersson.  We would also like to thank Elizabeth Gannfors 
and Linda Christensen for extending their terms.  We now have a full board 
again.  Here’s to serving during the 2017-2018 year!
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