
The annual Congregational Meeting, will be held 
after services on Sunday, September 28. During the 
meeting, the finance team will present the 2014-15 
budget and the DPNC will give an update on the 
search for a Senior Pastor. The plans for a landscape 
project will be presented by our property team, 
which is slated to begin in early October. 

We have something very special planned this year, 
we were able to schedule the In-N-Out Cookout Trailer 
to be here to cook cheeseburgers for us! Cost will be $5 
per burger/ $15 max. per family. We need some potluck 

sides to complete the meal. Please bring a salad if your 
last name starts with A-L, and bring a dessert if it starts 
with M-Z. Drinks will be provided by EPC. Please join 
us for business and burgers!

Edward Rouse, artistic director for the Los Robles 
Children’s Choir, will join Emmanuel’s staff as the new 
interim worship director this month.  Rehearsals for the 
fall 2014 season began on September 4 at 7 p.m. in the 
sanctuary.  Rouse began leading the Emmanuel Choir 
in worship on Sunday, September 7.  He is also working 
with the pastors and staff to plan a Christmas concert 
celebration in December.

Currently teaching at Oaks Christian School in West-
lake Village and directing multiple choirs there, Rouse 
is active as an adjudicator and choral technician in the 
Southern California area.  Choirs under his direction 
have performed in Carnegie Hall and internationally in 
France.

A native of California, Rouse earned his Bachelor of 
Music degree in Music Education from Biola Univer-
sity in La Mirada.  He later headed to New York where 
he earned his Master’s degree in Choral Conducting 
from the Eastman School of Music at the University of 
Rochester.

In addition to his years of working as a music educa-
tor, Rouse has worked for many years in church min-
istry as a choir and orchestra director.  Most recently, 
he was the Pastor of Music and Worship at a church in 
the Seattle area before moving to Thousand Oaks with 
his family in 2008.  Rouse is looking forward to getting 

back into church 
ministry and lead-
ing worship with the 
Emmanuel Choir.

When asked why 
he accepted the 
position at this time, 
Rouse said, “There were a number of factors that God 
brought into play to allow me to have the time in my 
schedule to work with the Emmanuel Choir.  Los Robles 
Children’s Choir has made the move to Tuesday nights 
for this year.  I have also reduced my class schedule at 
Oaks Christian by one choir.  This allowed for extra 
time in my schedule.  Dana and I felt that this was a 
God moment and that it would be great to work with 
the Emmanuel Choir and lead worship again.”

As he takes on this new role, Rouse said he hopes to 
see the choir completely engage in helping lead the con-
gregation in the worship of God through great music so 
that people will be drawn more towards Christ as they 
experience God’s amazing love and how he works in 
lives and the world through song.  He believes that as 
people focus on God the Lord will open their eyes more 
and more to the wonder of who he is and how much he 
loves each of us.
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