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        INSiGHT        INSiGHT

When Easter falls this late in the season, it 
has given us a good distance from  
Christmas.  I now feel ready to enter the 

story of Holy Week.
In our series on the Gospel of John, we have looked at 

who Jesus is by what he claims and what he does, Being 
and Doing. By Easter Sunday we will have the collection 
of I Am sayings up on the Being and Doing panel in the 
sanctuary.  The very character of Jesus will be before us 
as we celebrate the resurrection.

To get there, we still have a journey.  The season of 
Lent ends on Palm Sunday.  On Ash Wednesday, we  
unburdened ourselves and then asked, “What will we 
put in place of the things we let go of?”  To symbolize 
that, we planted microgreens in small planters of  
recycled wood.  For those who participated, what did 
you put in place of that which you let go?

As Lent ends, Holy week begins.  We will journey with 
Jesus through the week.  Thursday at 7pm we will be 
together to remember Jesus last meal with his disciples.  
That night, we will remember Jesus’ words, “A new  
commandment I give to you, that you love one another.”  
This is Maundy Thursday – Maundy coming from the 
Latin mundata, meaning commandment.

On Friday at 7pm, we are trying something different.  
We will be singing the blues.  Good Friday is something 
of a paradox or even an oxymoron. How can the death 
of Jesus be good?!  The blues, as a musical genre, are not 
always sad and depressed, but deal with shared human 
emotions and experiences.  The blues try to connect 
heart and mind and body.  This Good Friday, we are  
having a “Blues Service”.  It’s an experiment.  If you know 

people who love this music, it 
is a great opportunity to invite 
them into the story of Jesus.

Holy Saturday is usually a 
lost day for most of us.   
Historically, it is observed by 
Christians around the world 
as a “vigil”, often from sunset 
to sunrise and Easter resurrection! This year we claim it 
in a couple of ways.  We will have a prayer room set up 
from 7am-7pm.  Drop in whenever and participate, in 
a small way, in the Saturday vigil.  At 7pm, we will have 
a service of waiting and hoping.  What are our hopes? 
What are we longing for? This will be a night of  
petitioning God to hear our prayers. 

Easter Sunday, we have two services, 9am and 11am.  
This will be a true celebration of the resurrection of 
Jesus!  Our Children’s Ministry is planning a carnival 
following the 11am service.  We want our neighbors 
to know they can come to services and the carnival or 
just the carnival!  There will be a photo booth to take 
pictures of your family, groups of friends, whatever 
combination you’d like.  There will be great treats from 
our deacons.  Easter Sunday breaks the fast and creates 
a feast!  The key to sharing this with our community is 
you.  Make an invitation to a neighbor or friend to come 
be with your Emmanuel family on this feast day!

Looking forward!

Craig

Journey with Jesus This Easter

Easter Vigil Prayer Room
Plan to take part in interactive prayer stations with your family or friends on Holy Saturday (the day 

before Easter). We will transform the Youth Room into a prayer space with a variety of activities 
designed to engage your heart, mind, and sense of prayer. The prayer space will be open from 7am to 
7pm on April 15. If you would like to help with this project, contact Debbie Barber 
at dbarber@epconline.org.
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Youth Spring Break Trip is Around the Corner!
First off, a big thank you from all of the high school 

students and volunteers for your support with the 
bake sale fundraiser. We raised over $1,100! This, along 
with some help from Mission Council, has the cost of 
our trip down to a very affordable number. Thank you 
for always helping our students go on trips!

This year we will be staying again at Door of Faith 
Orphanage, where we will cook and play with the 
kids. As last year, we will also be travelling to a 2nd 
orphanage that focuses on caring for people with 
disabilities, where we will mainly be providing support 
for the people who tirelessly work there. 

We have an additional opportunity this year as well! 
There is a Haitian refugee crisis in Tijuana right now, 
something which hasn’t received too much publicity. 
If you are curious at all about it, feel free to ask me 
(Jared) or one of the students! We have been invited to 

come and spend time at a church that now houses a few 
hundred Haitian refugees. We will be visiting there for 
a few days. Mission Council has generously offered to 
fund the Haitian church-shelter for 2 weeks, so we will 
be delivering some much needed resources. 

All in all, we are in for quite a trip! I am positive we 
will return home exhausted—but with an invaluable 
experience! Along with all of these activities, we have 
invited Emmanuel’s very own Carly O’Connor to come 
be our speaker and stretch us on this journey. Please be 
praying for us while we are gone, April 8-13, and be sure 
to ask us on Easter Sunday all about our trip.

Thanks for all that Emmanuel does for its younger 
constituents! 
 
Love, Jared

Camp Joy is July 10-13:  
Finding Joy in Working Together!
Registration is available now for this year’s Camp Joy, a week-long camp at 

Emmanuel for kids entering transitional kindergarten through 5th grade. 
Monday through Thursday, July 10-13, campers will gather in the sanctuary for 
exciting, large-scale science experiments, skits with fun characters, and music 
to introduce themes based on God’s love and gift of joy. The kids then rotate in 
groups by age through stations for science, art and games. The art studio and 
science lab will be buzzing with activity as we focus on engineering and color theory. Among other activities, kids 
will build a giant Rube Goldburg machine and create a mural for our playground area. 

Sounds like fun, huh? There are lots of opportunities for 
everyone to get involved. See the volunteer registration link 
on the Emmanuel website to sign up and join us as we Find 
Joy in Working Together to create a meaningful and joy-
filled experience for the kids in our community!

On Friday, July 14, the families of campers are invited to 
an overnight stay on the front lawn of the church beginning 
at 7pm, with breakfast together on Saturday morning. On 
Sunday, July 16, there will be a special worship service at 
10am on the lawn to celebrate Camp Joy and welcome 
the campers, their families and our local community to 
Emmanuel. 

Cost for the four days of camp and Friday campout is $30 per family for one child, $50 for two children, and 
$60 for three or more children. All children must be accompanied and supervised by a parent for the campout. A 
registration form is available at the church office or online at www.epconline.org.

http://www.epconline.org
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Senior Luncheon Hosts CLU Quartets
Wednesday, April 19, 12 Noon in the Fireside Room

Sara Sinclair, who has taught both Sunday school and sewing, 
wanted to teach the kids of Emmanuel to sew and lead them 

in doing a service project with their sewing. For six Sundays during 
the 9am service, she taught them the basics of using a sewing 
machine and soon they were able to complete their own pillows 
and then choose fabrics and create panels for a class quilt. The quilt 
was presented at both services on March 5 and it will be donated to 
someone in need through Lutheran Social Services.

Another sewing class with Ms. Sara will run from April 23 to May 
21, open at no cost to our elementary-aged kids. Parents: we will also 
need three people to assist in the class each week. 

“Learning to use a sewing machine was so much fun and like God 
gives to us, we could give to someone else who really needed what we 
were able to make.”     Marie Luce, age 10

Sewing Class with Ms. Sara

Members attending the monthly salad potluck 
of the Emmanuel Seniors will enjoy an encore 

performance by CLU’s Kingsmen Quartet and the Regals 
Quartet.  Eight young students and their accompanist will 
bring the entertainment following the luncheon.  Those 
who heard them last fall, were delighted at the selections 
presented and the spirit and enthusiasm of these talented 
young people. 

Bring a friend, a dish to share, and your own table 
service. Beverages and dessert will be provided.

The Way Forward
The Congruence that Creates a Congregational Corps
from – Canoeing the Mountains, by Tod Bolsinger

“Lewis and Clark used their deep friendship, built on shared, meaningful, purposeful work, to build the Corps 
into a family.  The family then became even more effective for the sake of their mission.  When they most needed 
it – when going off the map into the depths of the Rocky Mountains – they could rely on their deep trust in each 
other…

But it is crucial to remember again that the goal of the expedition was not to build a family – it was to find a route 
to the Pacific Ocean.  Similarly, the goal of the Christian faith is not simply to become a more loving community but 
to be a community of people who participate in God’s mission to heal the world by reestablishing his loving reign 
‘on earth as it is in heaven.’”



4/7     Parents’ Night Out
           5-9pm, Nursery, Rm 3-4

4/8     Buddy Break, EPC Campus
           9am arrival for volunteers
           10am-1pm, Kids here

4/8-4/13  Youth Mission Trip
                 to Mexico

4/9     Palm Sunday

4/13   Maundy Thursday Service
           7pm, Sanctuary

4/14   Good Friday Service
           7pm, Sanctuary

4/15   Easter Prayer Vigil
           7am-7pm, Youth Room

           Holy Saturday Service
           7pm, Sanctuary

4/16   Easter Services, 9 & 11am
          
           Easter Carnival
           Noon-1pm, Front Lawn

4/19    Senior Salad Luncheon
            CLU Quartets
            12 Noon, Fireside Room

Coming in May

5/5     Parents’ Night Out
           5-9pm, Nursery, Rm 3-4

5/6     Buddy Break, EPC Campus
           9am arrival for volunteers
           10am-1pm, Kids here

5/12    Church Leadership
            Way Forward Workshop
            6-9pm, Fireside Room

5/13    Church Leadership
            Way Forward Workshop
            9am-3pm, Fireside Room

Groups Meeting at EPC
Women’s Bible Study 

Wednesdays at 10am, Room 6
Men’s Bible Study

Fridays at 6:30am, Youth Room
MOPS & Mom’s Next - Mother’s of 

Preschoolers & Elementary age,  
2nd & 4th Wednesdays, 9:15am

MOTS - Moms of Teens & Beyond, 
1st & 3rd Wednesdays

12pm, Youth Room
ROMEOS - (Retired older men  
eating out), Thursdays 8am at 

the Newbury Park IHOP

Last September several members of 
Emmanuel felt called to officially 

explore a ministry working with 
refugees.  This stemmed from the news 
in the media about the desperate plight 
of millions of people, and the gnawing 
question of why we here have so much 
and why others so desperately struggle.  
This was central to many conversations 
out on the patio during coffee hour in 
the spring of 2016.  In addition, some of 
us were privileged to take trips overseas 
where we were able to see firsthand 
the plight of Middle Easterners (and 
Central Americans) desperate for a safe 
place to raise their families.

Our team prayerfully began by 
researching church organizations 
here in the LA area that worked with 
refugees.  In the process, we discovered 
that most Middle Eastern refugees 
are relocated to cities with affordable 
housing, excellent public transportation 
services, entry level job opportunities 
and where other family and friends 
have relocated to.  We learned that 
Thousand Oaks is not exactly a hotbed 
for Middle Eastern refugees!  On the 
other hand, parts of Los Angeles, the 
San Fernando Valley, and Glendale are.  
We prayerfully moved forward, striking 
up relationships with agency leaders, 
speaking with other church leaders 
in the area, bringing in informed 
speakers, and attending local events 
to glean more information about how 
Emmanuel might get involved.  We did 
not know where God would lead us.

On Nov 28th , 2016 we received a 
call from the LA Volunteer Director at 
the Interfaith Refugee and Immigration 

Services (IRIS) saying, remarkably, 
an Afghani family had relocated to 
Simi Valley and would Emmanuel 
and Ascension Lutheran like to come 
alongside and help them furnish their 
apartment?  As I recall, the director 
sounded as surprised as we were to 
have this opportunity.  Both churches 
jumped on the opportunity, and 
together we established a relationship 
with a dear young family of 4, including 
2 young children.  

Over the last 5 months, our group 
of  approximately 18, and many of you 
here at Emmanuel (and Ascension 
Lutheran church),  have helped furnish 
an apartment with donated household 
goods; we have accompanied family 
members to doctor, school  and social 
service appointments, helped find 
employment and transportation, and 
most importantly, become friends 
with our new international neighbors.  
As we move forward, alongside this 
family, we are learning so much about 
cultural differences, our own tendency 
to overreach (with good intentions), 
and how to support and encourage 
independence with our new friends.

May 1st a representative from 
Catholic Charities will be holding a 
training program for people interested 
in being part of welcome group for 
refugees new to the LA area.  If you 
are interested in being part of this, or 
would like more information about 
Emmanuel’s refugee team, please 
contact Lori Hall at 805-379-3130 or 
Lorihall58@gmail.com, or Caroline 
Ross at 805-375-0518 or  
carolinejross@gmail.com.  

Emmanuel Refugee Ministry

Flowers for Easter!
Help decorate the sanctuary this Easter by donating 

money for lillies and other flowers for Easter Sunday. 
Donations can be made in honor of, memory of or in 
celebration of someone you care about. The requested 
amount is $10 per plant/dedication. Forms are in the 
Sunday bulletin through April 9. They are also available 
in the church office. Please drop off your form by Tuesday, 
April 11. 


