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FME
FRIENDS OF MUSIC AT EMANUEL

Dear Music Enthusiast,

With great pleasure, the Friends of Music at Emanuel 
invites you to experience its eighth chamber music 
series. Once again, these six concerts will bring 
dynamic, highly-acclaimed musicians to the 
acoustically-superb sanctuary of Emanuel Lutheran 
Church in Manchester, where they will share their 
incredible talents. 

As in the past, the 2018-2019 season will feature 
exceptional instrumental and vocal music,  beginning 
with renowned cellist Sergey Antonov and pianist 
Ilya Kazantsev who return to open the series with 
their stunning talents. 

The remaining concerts will introduce artists who 
are new to our series.  Mohamed Shams, who began 
his piano studies in Egypt, will reveal his virtuosic 
flair in a program likely to include neglected 19th 
century composers. To celebrate the holiday season 
in December,  FME welcomes  RenMen, a professional 
men’s choir based in Boston. These rising stars have 
made their mark in Boston and now  look to enchant 
us in Connecticut. 

The MuUyas String Trio brings a musically-diverse 
program drawn from global sources. Guitarist 
Adam Levin, well-known for his recordings and 
performances worldwide, presents the beauty and 
variety of Spanish guitar music. Our closing concert 
will feature the UConn Chamber Choir offering an 
eclectic mix of choral splendor from numerous 
musical genres. 

Thank you for your support during the last seven 
years. Please join us on another exciting musical 
journey.  
                                                         The Board of Directors
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NOTES about FME

The Friends of Music at Emanuel chamber 
music series was established in 2011 by 
a group of individuals for the purpose 

of bringing great chamber music to the Greater 
Hartford/Manchester community, especially to those 
who might not be able to afford the experience of 
hearing quality live music. FME is a not-for-profit 
organization administered by a board of directors 
that receives no compensation. 

The concert series presents diverse musical 
performances of the highest quality. All the 
concerts are free because of the generous 

donations from music lovers who support the 
FME chamber music series. The entire budget 
goes directly toward artist fees, promotion and 
publicity, operating costs and instrument 
tunings. 

Musicians and concert-goers alike 
acclaim the superior acoustics of Emanuel 
Lutheran Church as a perfect environment for 

the presentation of chamber music.  Artists often 
perform on its instruments, which include a 
beautifully-restored 1893 Steinway concert 
grand, David Jacques Ways harpsichord and 
Casavant pipe organ.  

These concerts are for you, your family and 
friends and the community.  If you enjoy 
and appreciate the series and would like 

to make a donation to the Friends of Music 
at Emanuel,  please write a check to Emanuel 
Lutheran Church with “FME” on the memo line, 
and mail it to the church address. Your donation 
will be used solely for the benefit of the concert 
series. 

Your generous support will enable FME 
to continue to bring wonderful chamber 
music to the area for your enjoyment. 



Friends of Music at Emanuel 
Chamber Music Concert Series 2018 - 2019
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www.friendsofmusicatemanuel.org FREE ADMISSIONDONATIONS WELCOMED 

MuUyas means 'making music' in the dialect of Seediq, one of fourteen Taiwanese aboriginal 
tribes. In keeping with their name, the trio explores music drawn from diverse musical 
heritages, including their native Taiwan and western classical culture. All doctoral candidates 
in music at the University of Hartford’s Hartt School of Music, the members of MuUyas have 
performed throughout the United States and Canada, as well as at the National Taichung 
Theatre and National Concert Hall in Taiwan.

Mohamed Shams began his piano studies at the Conservatoire of Music at the Academy 
of the Arts in Cairo, Egypt, and later earned degrees from the Manhattan School of Music 
and the Royal Conservatoire in Glasgow, Scotland. Winner of numerous international 
competitions and scholarships, Shams has appeared as featured soloist with  orchestras 
worldwide, including the Cairo Symphony Orchestra, The Royal Philharmonic Orchestra 
(UK), the London Chamber Players and the Repertory Symphony (USA).

The UConn Chamber Singers, comprised of the most advanced 
vocal students, are known for their expressive and high-energy 
performances under the direction of Dr. Jamie Spillane.  Their 
programs feature music ranging from Renaissance classics 
to modern vocal jazz, as well as folk and world music, sung a 
cappella, with particular focus on the music of living composers. 
In the spring of 2018, the choir toured Austria and Italy.

Two gifted musicians, cellist Sergey Antonov and pianist Ilya Kazantsev,  return to open  
this season’s  series with another dazzling performance. Antonov, a gold medalist at 
the 2007 International Tchaikovsky Competition, has gained wide recognition as a cello 
superstar. Kazantsev, winner of numerous international piano competitions, is known 
for his extraordinary virtuosity and musical sensitivity. They both perform extensively  
with orchestras and chamber  ensembles throughout the United States and Russia.

Ring in the holidays with RenMen, New England’s professional 
male vocal chamber ensemble. In less than three years, RenMen 
has become an established  part of Boston’s cultural landscape 
and has a devoted following.  The group will perform engaging 
close harmony arrangements of old  and new Christmas favorites.       
*Note the day and time for this concert.

SATURDAY, March 16 at 7 pm - 
                                                      Adam Levin

SATURDAY, May 4 at 7 pm - 
               UConn Chamber Choir

SATURDAY, February 9 at 7 pm -  
                                         MuUyas String Trio

*SUNDAY, December 9 at 4 pm  -                        
                        Renaissance Men

SATURDAY, November 10 at 7 pm - 
                                             Mohamed Shams

SATURDAY, October 6 at 7 pm - 
             Sergey Antonov and Ilya Kazantsev
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Top prize winning classical guitarist and recording artist Adam Levin has performed on 
four continents with appearances in highly-acclaimed venues in Chicago, New York and 
Washington, as well as Europe, South America and China.  A recipient of many awards and a 
Fulbright Scholar, he has commissioned numerous works for guitar by Spanish composers 
and, as ambassador of the guitar, is dedicated to sharing this repertory with a wide audience.  
He is professor of guitar at the University of Rhode Island.
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