
EPC 2016 Narrative Budget
Our Lord has given us the divine task of Helping People Meet and Walk with Jesus. As the 
Spirit leads, we work to accomplish this task in three primary ways. 

• Spiritual Transformation. Meeting Jesus – accepting him as Lord and Savior – is 
             the beginning of a long and beautiful journey. As we pray, as we immerse ourselves in    
             Scripture, as we study and practice the ways of Jesus – as we learn to walk with him – 
             our lives are changed. Our will becomes more aligned with God's will. We experience the 
             great joy of living in God's presence. And our relationship with him becomes the most 
             important thing in our lives. 

• Authentic Community. Jesus modeled and taught about a kind of community that is 
             very different from anything the world offers. It's a community based on love, which is 
             defined as putting others before ourselves, serving one another, pooling our resources to 
             help those in need, and gathering at church and in homes to remember Jesus in fellow-
             ship and the breaking of bread. Such a community is characterized by love, joy, peace, 
             patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.

• Compassionate Outreach. The more we become transformed into the likeness of Christ, 
             and the more we are committed to one another in authentic community, the more we 
             realize how great is God's love for all people and how much it hurts him to see his people 
             in such desperate need. So we reach out – to people in the Elizabeth community, to 
             people around the Denver region, and to people around the globe. 

These three things are the focus of everything we do, and every dollar we spend 
at Elizabeth Presbyterian Church. 

How Your Generosity Is Impacting
Our Community and Our World



Introduction

When we look at a normal, line-item budget we see every expenditure clearly laid out. What is 
more difficult to see is all the good that comes from the faithful stewardship of your financial 
gifts to EPC. When you realize that every dollar – even those spent on paper and copy 
machines, postage, building maintenance and sound equipment – are part of what it takes to 
accomplish God's purposes as defined above, a whole different picture emerges. 

Your giving is making a huge difference in the lives of the people who participate in this com-
munity called EPC. It is impacting the way we relate to our God and to each other within the 
walls of the church. It's impacting the way we relate to our families, our workmates and others 
out in the world. And it's impacting people in need in Elizabeth, in the Denver area, and areas 
as remote and far away as northeastern China, and rural Zimbabwe.

epc 2016 budget $209,756

****Please note that all the good things you are about to read, are paid for out of the operating 
budget shown above, funded by your generous donations to the EPC general fund. But there 
are other things going on that compound and multiply the impact of every dollar you give to 
the general fund. One example is the work of the deacons, helping people in the church and 
community who are struggling to pay their rent or utility bills. Such financial help comes from 
the Deacon Fund which is totally separate from the church operating budget. It is funded by 
donations designated specifically for the Deacon Fund. 

There is the Food Bank that helps put food on the table for needy families throughout the year, 
and Thanksgiving turkeys on the tables of injured soldiers and their families at Fort Carson. 
Again, this is funded by designated giving, not the general fund. 

Then there are the countless volunteer hours and the self-sustaining work of the Seniors 
Ministry, the Prayer Shawl Ministry, the EPW and all the various teams and committees, 
musicians, singers, technicians and cooks who help achieve the mission of the church without 
having to hire staff to do it. All this is in addition to the things we actually spend money out of 
the budget to accomplish, as reported below.



spiritual transformation: $50,591 or 24.1% of budget

This year, we have planned to spend $50,591 in our efforts to help the men, women, students 
and children of EPC to grow spiritually, grow in their likeness to Jesus Christ, grow in their 
loving relationship with God – and to experience all the joy that comes along with living in the 
presence of the Lord. Included in this figure are: 

33.3% of Pastor Compensation. Our pastor, Dr. Bruce Spear, divides his 
efforts equally among the three main aspects of our God-given ministry. The 
current, 30-week, church-wide Bible experience known as "BELIEVE – Living 
the Story of the Bible to Become Like Jesus" is just one of the extraordinary 
ways Pastor Bruce is advancing the cause of spiritual transformation 
throughout our entire congregation – adults, students and children alike.

100% of Honorariums for Pastor of Spiritual Formation. Your generous giving helps pay 
the honorariums that compensate CRE Pat Russell, (Commissioned Ruling Elder). For the 

first time we are able to have among us a wonderful spiritual guide whose 
sole focus is on spiritual transformation. In addition to the teaching she 
brings in regular sermons and seminars, Pat heads up a Spiritual Transfor-
mation Team that will begin to be more visible this year, particularly in the 
provision of one or more retreat experiences for our congregation. Pat also 
oversees the adult Sunday school and other small groups that meet to learn 
and explore the path to spiritual maturity together. 

33.3% of Youth Pastor Compensation. Our youth pastor, Tom 
"Elmoe" Olmos, also divides his efforts equally among the three 
thrusts of our ministry. It was easy to see the contribution 
Tom is making to our spiritual transformation effort as he led 
some 15 students toward confirmation, in our first series of 
confirmation classes in many years. 

50% of Worship Expenses. Worship plays a big role in both 
spiritual transformation and authentic community, so half of 
our worship expenses have been placed into this portion of 
our narrative budget. In Worship, we not only learn about God 
from the sermons we hear, the songs we sing and the Scripture we hear, but we also learn how 
to experience and practice the presence of God. Your generous giving helps pay for all the 
things that support a truly genuine worship experience: honorariums for our choir director 
and our contemporary worship leader, music and music rights, audio, video and other techni-
cal equipment, worship supplies like candles and oil, even flowers and palm branches. 

100% of Christian Ed Expenses. The funds you entrust to EPC also help cover expenses for 
the YOUTH Group, curriculum for Children's Sunday School and Vacation Bible School, books 
and materials to support the spiritual formation effort, and even for the nursery attendant on 
Sunday mornings.



authentic community: $46,842 or 22.3% of budget 

This year, more than $46,800 is dedicated to facilitating and encouraging the development of 
authentic Christian community at EPC. This is not something that can be imposed on a group 
of people. It's largely the work of the Spirit. You can tell it's real when you see the fruit of the 
Spirit, that is, when you see joy being experienced in all kinds of situations, when you see 
people being patient and kind to one another, and when there is a sense of peace all around. 
This happens when it's modeled and taught by leaders, when communication is timely and 
thorough, and when teams are working to bring people together in fellowship.

Included in this figure are:

33.3% of Pastor Compensation. Authentic community is the second key focus in the tireless 
work of our pastor. If we have ears to hear, many of the principles are expressed time and time 
again in sermons. But much of the work is behind-the-scenes, in the choosing and training of 
key leaders, in the challenges put before various teams and committees. A lot of it is simply in 
modeling a joyful, peaceful and loving spirit. But however 
it’s being done, authentic community is becoming more 
evident at EPC, and it is further proof that your generous 
support is bearing much fruit. 

33.3% of Youth Pastor Compensation. The same is true 
for our Youth Pastor. Tom and his wife, Polly, are working 
very hard to foster a sense of authentic community among 
the young people of Elizabeth and their families. 

50% of Worship Expenses. Worship is where we learn 
how to be together in harmony before the Lord. So half of 
the worship expenses mentioned above are attributable 
to our efforts in the area of authentic community, as well.

100% of Communications Team Expenses. Here, your 
gifts are being used to cover the hard costs of communi-
cations: the church website, the banners at the corner of 
Hwy 86 and Co. Rd 13, the occasional use of the Chamber 
of Commerce electronic signboard, the copy machine, 
telephone expenses, postage – everything it takes to keep 
the fabric of community woven together.

100% of Family Life Expenses. This is a small line item in the budget that is augmented by 
countless volunteer hours that facilitate the gathering of the people of EPC – at potluck 
lunches, annual picnics in the courtyard, Rockies baseball games and more.



compassionate outreach: $52,772 or 25.2% of budget

The "first fruits" of every dollar received by Elizabeth Presbyterian Church goes out to feed the 
hungry, give water to the thirsty, care for the orphans and otherwise help people in desperate 
need. Every month, a tenth of the church's income is divided evenly and sent to the missions 
described below. It is expected that, by the end of 2016, close to $20,000 will have been sent 
out to these ministries – directly helping people in times of desperation.

Alternatives Pregnancy Center ($2,250). Your generosity is 
directly impacting a Denver-area girl named Jenna who was just 
about to head for the Western Slope and her first year of college – 
when she learned she was pregnant. In her own words, she was 
consumed by "shame, guilt and fear" and felt like she was in the 
"bottom of a pit with no way out." She has a loving family and would 
have received their comfort, but she couldn't bear to tell them. At 
APC, she found a counselor, a woman who had once been in her 
shoes. The counselor assured her she had time to make a good deci-
sion, instead of a hasty one. She helped Jenna understand that, 

whatever her decision, it would have a profound impact on her life. She encouraged Jenna to 
make a decision that was right, one that would honor God. Again in her own words, "When I 
knew in my heart that I was going to keep my child, I just had that peace that the Bible talks 
about – the peace that passes all understanding."

The Denver Street School ($2,250).  Your generosity is helping a sex- 
trafficking victim named Melanie escape a life of self-loathing, confusion, 
loneliness and addiction at the Street School's new Hope Academy. And 
you are helping to change Jack's life. Here's his story. “I started using 

drugs when I was 10 years old. By the time I was 
14, I was one of Lakewood's primary heroin dealers. 
Not only did I sell drugs, I was addicted myself. I 
was eventually arrested, put on probation and got   
kicked out of Lakewood High School. But then I found the Denver Street 
School. I was skeptical at first, but I finally embraced what the school 
had to offer. I started growing and excelling, especially in math. I'm now 
an honor student and even tutor the younger students. I've also been 
learning more about God and his plan for my life. For a few years, I 
stayed off drugs only because I was on probation. Now, I am drug-free by 
choice and have three years of sobriety under my belt. Life is so much 
different now. Back when I was using, I thought every day would be my  

last, but now I have hope for my future. My goals are to go to college, start a family and live out 
God's purposes for my life. And I've finally gotten to the place where I know Jesus loves me, and 
I want to commit my life to him."

Friends for Youth ($2,250). Your generosity is helping bring friendship, 
mentoring and support to kids around the Denver area who have gotten 
into trouble, are on probation, and are caught in a cycle that sooner or 
later leads to prison unless they find the love and support they can't find 
anywhere else in their lives. Through FFY, kids like Christine, whose mom 
was addicted to meth, and Billy, who moved to the US from Mali in West Africa and got mixed 
up with the wrong crowd, found stability and Christ’s love in an otherwise harsh world.



Network Coffee House ($2,250). Network isn't a soup kitchen, or bank or social services, or a 
crash pad. The ministry is there to build long-term, redemptive relationships with the poorest 
men and women of Denver, the homeless, the mentally ill, the destitute. Partly because of your 
generosity, Rick, a homeless schizophrenic man, had friends praying around his hospital bed as 
he lay dying. A guy named Scratch got his scruffy noggin trimmed and learned a little about 
trusting again. And Stev, who never got to say goodbye to his Dad, learned to let go of a lifetime 
of regret. Wayne Otte, a long-time member of EPC and who has been a Network volunteer for 30 
years, will tell you there are many more stories like these happening every day. It's all grace. 

Threshold Ministries ($2,250). Gong Wei Ting and her two tiny daugh-
ters were found living in a shelter at a local dump near Linjiang, China. 
The father of the children, having failed to produce a son, had committed 
suicide, and the family was living on $115 US per quarter (three months) 
from Gong Wei Ting's job at the dump. Their clothes were filthy. There was 
no food, no heat and no hope. But that has changed now thanks to caring 
sponsors and other donations including funds from EPC – and your gener-
osity. Founded by Dean and Cindy Reynolds, now members of EPC, 
Threshold operates Hope House, an orphanage in Linjiang, and delivers 
food, firewood and supplies to desperate children and families within a 
100 mile radius around Linjiang.

Zimbabwe Mission Partnership ($2,250). Thanks in part to your 
generosity, about 1,000 orphans and desperately poor children are 
receiving daily meals, medical help, school fees and much, much more 
at Heather Chimhoga Orphan Care in rural Zimbabwe. Kids like Albert  
Kambanga (left), who had buried both of his parents 
and all of his siblings (AIDS victims) and was living 
alone in a rundown rondeval, are receiving food and 
supplies, new living quarters and bathroom facilities 
and more. And children like the 10-year-old rape 
victim (right) will soon be living in a protected shelter 
home built for just such children as she.

Other Expenses Vital to Compassionate Outreach ($38,272). In addition 
to the above missions, EPC supports Pat Russell in her Paraclete ministries 
in various parts of the world ($2,000), and Denver Presbytery ($3,000), which provides 
grants to the Zimbabwe Mission Partnership, Network Partnership and other partner minis-
tries in the Denver area. Also included in this portion of the budget are one-third of our pastor 
and youth pastor compensation, as the important work of compassionate outreach comprises a 
third of their efforts, as well.

to the epc family, our most sincere and heartfelt thanks.


