
Believe Series – Lesson 1 - God 
The Bible can be trusted and is a good source of info on God… 
 
Review - God Exists: 
From Bruce’s sermon last week he talked about the arguments for the existence of God: 
1) Cosmological - observation of the world around us (the cosmos) and the things that exist. 
What caused these things to exists? i.e. a creator exists who is much bigger than the things that 
exist. 
2) Theological – design implies a designer.  The idea that random chance (evolution) can 
produce every life form on earth is beyond the realm of possibility. 
3) Anthropological or Moral: We have within us an ability to know the difference between right 
and wrong – a universal law given by a universal lawgiver (God). 
4) Ontological: Reasoning that since existence is possible, and to exist is greater than to not 
exist, then God must exist 
5) Transcendental: God’s transcendent character is the source of logic and morals.  
 
 
Another argument or proof for the existence of God is personnel experience.  
 

John 6:44 
No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him. 

 
God is at work drawing people to him. Every Christian has a story of how they were drawn to 
God. Some call this a testimony. In court a testimony is given to provide the truth surrounding 
some event. It is the truth, the whole truth, under oath, sworn testimony. False testimony is a 
serious crime. As a true believer in Christ we all have a story or personal experienced of how 
God drew us to Himself. 
 
Questions: 
1) Is God in control? 
2) Can God be trusted?  
3) Is God good? 
4) Does God really care? 
 
Read Matthew 7:7-11 
 
According to this passage what one thing will God do for us? 
 
Faith is confidence that God is who he says he is 
AND  
He will do all he promised to do. 
 
  



Lesson 1 – God 
 
Who is God?  
 
Start at the beginning in Genesis –  

Genesis 1:1  
In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth 

 
Psalm 19:1-4 
The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
Day to day pours out speech, 
and night to night reveals knowledge. 
There is no speech, nor are there words, 
whose voice is not heard. 
Their voice goes out through all the earth, 
and their words to the end of the world. 

 
Romans 1:20 
For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly 
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they 
are without excuse. 

 
We see that fingerprint of God on all creation. Creation exists and therefore there must be a 
creator that is greater than His creation. God is omnipotent (all power), omniscient (all knowing) 
and omnipresent (everywhere, past present and future). 
 
In the Old Testament we see God at work drawing a people to himself (the Jews) and 
revealed himself to Abraham, Moses and the prophets.  
 
Reading through the Old Testament there are many stories of God interacting with people. We 
start to get a picture of who this infinite God is, in terms and circumstances that we can relate to. 
Many of the cultures during the Old Testament times were poly-theistic (believed in many gods), 
the Bible clearly teaches that there is only one God (Jehovah).  
 

Deuteronomy 6:4   
“Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. 

 
God is also a jealous God, he clearly states in the first of the Ten Commandments: You shall 
have no other gods before me (Exodus 20:3). One of my favorite biblical narratives that shows 
this in action is 1 Kings 18 about Elijah and Ahab. What would it have been like to witness that? 
Proof that God has a sense of humor, but it was not so funny for the false prophets of Baal. 
 
As we move into the New Testament we see the fulfillment of the prophecy regarding the 
messiah (the anointed one) in Jesus. Now we also see a new revelation regarding God: 
Jesus as the Son of God and the Holy Spirit is promised and given.  
 
The Trinity 
3 = 1 How does that happen (trinity) 
 



God is not three separate Gods (Mormonism) 
God is not one God with three modes (Modalism) 
Jesus is not subordinate to God (Jehovah’s Witness) 

 
God in three persons blessed trinity – it is a mystery but that is how the Bible describes it 
and so that is what we live by. 
 
The three persons are: 

The Father 
The Son 
The Holy Spirit 

 
The three persons of the trinity are called by the name of God that is only used for God. The 
three persons of the trinity do things that only God can do (divine attributes). While the three 
persons are God, they are distinct.  
 
At Jesus’ baptism we see all three persons of the trinity involved: 

Matthew 3:16-17  
And when Jesus was baptized, immediately he went up from the water, and behold, 
the heavens were opened to him, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a 
dove and coming to rest on him; and behold, a voice from heaven said, “This is my 
beloved Son, with whom I am well pleased.” 

 
And again in the great commission: 

Matthew 28:19-20 
Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have 
commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 
 
Questions: 
1) If you could pick three words to describe God, what would they be after reading chapter 1 of 
the Believe book? 
 
2) What does creation tell you about God? 
 
3) What do you think God wants from you?  
 
4) In what ways have you experienced God as Father? As Jesus the Son? As the Holy Spirit? 
 
5) Redraw the trinity diagram  

 



Believe Series – Lesson 2 - Personal God 
 
Review from last week – draw the trinity diagram 
 

 
 
How we view God guides our lives – it becomes a part of our “world view." Our worldview is 
shaped by how we view the world or our observations, interpretations and application of what we 
experience. 
 
What are some ways you get your information regarding your world? 

Media – Internet, TV, radio(?), tabloids, newspapers/magazines, books 
People – Friends, family, parents 

 General life observations 
 
Some may say that God exists but is distant, other say that God is close. 
Some say God is love, and others say God is ruthless. 
We base these views of God on our experiences in life or our worldview.  
How we view God shapes how we live our lives and how we interact with people.  
 
Do a few skits: 
You’re in a car driving down the road and you spot a deer lying on the side of the road. What is your 
response? 
  
You’re hanging out with a group of friends and one of your friends returns from a trip to the restroom. You 
notice that this friend has some toilet paper stuck to the bottom of their shoe, trailing several inches 
behind. What do you say to your friend? 
 
Your friend just got his/her drivers license and shows up for school driving the family mini-van. Your friend 
now has a new found sense of overconfidence regarding the top speed and the handling capabilities of 
the mini-van… What do you say to your friend? 
 
How we respond or interact with our friends is shaped by our worldview and how we view God. 
Do we show grace/mercy or do we speak truth… So it is important as Christians that we have a 
right understanding of who God is so that we can respond in a way that is God-like and honoring 
to Him. 
 



John 1:14 The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen 
his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 

 
 
From the beginning of creation we get a picture of God, Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden. 
God created and provided fruits and vegetables for food. God creating all the animals and 
brought them to Adam… then God created Eve. And it was ALL VERY GOOD! 
 
Jump to the book of Revelation we see a new heaven and new earth for the first heaven and 
earth passed away.  

Revelation 21:3-4  
“Behold, the dwelling place of God is with man. He will dwell with them, and they 
will be his people, and God himself will be with them as their God. He will wipe away 
every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no more, neither shall there be 
mourning, nor crying, nor pain anymore, for the former things have passed away.” 

 
The picture we see from the beginning and the end (Genesis and Revelation) is that God wants 
to be with his people! 
 
The passages from this week’s reading provided multiple examples of how God is involved with 
and cares about our daily lives. 
 

Psalm 121:1-2 
I lift up my eyes to the hills. 
From where does my help come? 
My help comes from the Lord, 
who made heaven and earth. 

 
Question from this weeks Bible passages: Were there any Biblical passages that you could relate 
to?  
Abraham and Sarah? (God is Good) 
David and the psalms – Psalm 8, 23,139,145 
Hezekiah or Jeremiah? (God has a Plan) 
The teachings of Jesus (God Cares for Us) - Matthew 6:25-34 
Paul’s message in Romans 8:12-39 – Abba Father! 
James (Jesus half brother) – James 1 – trials, ask God for wisdom, God will not tempt us! 
 
More proof that God wants for us to know him personally, I call this the scariest passage in the 
Bible: 

Matthew 7:21-23 
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but 
the one who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. On that day many will say 
to me, ‘Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and cast out demons in your 
name, and do many mighty works in your name?’ And then will I declare to them, ‘I 
never knew you; depart from me, you workers of lawlessness.’ 

 
Many people do not have a relationship with Jesus, they think they know because they say “Lord” 
and they do mighty things (what are some things we do?) in God’s name… but the bottom line is 
that Jesus wants for us to know him personally. 



 
Jesus told his disciples in John chapter 15: 

John 15:14-15  
You are my friends if you do what I command you. No longer do I call you servants, 
for the servant does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you 
friends, for all that I have heard from my Father I have made known to you. 

 
But more than friends, we are children of God: 

1 John 3:1 
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children 
of God; and so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not 
know him. 

 
You can “un-friend” people but family will always be family. 
 

John 10:28-29 
I give them eternal life, and they will never perish, and no one will snatch them out 
of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all, and no one is 
able to snatch them out of the Father’s hand. 

 
Questions: 
1) What is the difference between knowing something about someone and knowing someone? 
 
2) What is the difference between living in the “flesh” and living in the “spirit” (Hint: Read 
Galatians 5:16-25) 
 
3) What promise from God can you hold onto for strength and confidence? 
 
4) Redraw the trinity diagram from memory. 
 
 
 
Believe Series – Lesson 3 - Salvation 
 
Review from previous weeks – draw the trinity diagram 
 

 



 
Salvation – What does Salvation mean? Do we need to be saved? Saved from what? How can I 
be saved? 
 
Skit – Number One Daytime Games Show – “It’s Your Salvation”. 
 
The three “contestants” are representative of the three largest world religions (Hinduism and 
Buddhism are somewhat similar). With the exception of Christianity, all of the world religions are 
similar in that there is some amount of effort (works) required in order to gain 
redemption/salvation. 
 
It is mind blowing just how many different religions there are in the world. Even within the major 
religions there are hundreds of different sects and beliefs. Why are their so many religions out 
there? If Satan’s goal is to prevent people from believing in the one true loving and personal God, 
why not present false religions. 
 
Jesus describes the devil in John 8:44 “… He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to 
the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar 
and the father of lies”.  
 
The Bible teaches us that God is a righteous and holy God – absolutely morally perfect in every 
way. We on the other hand are not holy, we’re not perfect, we don’t do the right thing, we sin. 
 
We cannot come into the presence of a holy God, our sin separates us from God. Our sin brings 
about death. Back in the garden of Eden (Genesis 3), Adam and Eve sinned and realized they 
were naked. God made clothes from animal skins to “cover” Adam and Eve, the first sacrifice 
(taking the life of an innocent animal) was made to cover the sins of the people. 
 
Jesus, being the son of the Holy God, lived a perfect life and became the perfect sacrifice. John 
the Baptist in John 1:29 described Jesus as the “lamb of God who takes away the sin of the 
world”.  
 
Jesus was crucified, died on a cross, was buried and rose from the dead on the 3rd day. He died 
in our place. 

Romans 10:9-10 if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart 
one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 

 
Notice that all of this is dependent on believing – taking this promise from God on faith. Salvation 
cannot be earned; it is a free gift from God. 
 

Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

 
Though there are many religions out there in the world, there is only one way and that is through 
Jesus. Jesus said I am the way the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through 
me. (John 14:6) 
 
The Bible says “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Romans 10:13). This 
is a crucial turning point in every believer’s life, have you cried out to God? 



 
Questions: 
1) How would you describe what it was like for Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden before they 
disobeyed God (Look at Genesis 2 and 3)? Describe what it was like after they disobeyed God.  
 
2) How many specific prophecies can you find about Jesus in Isaiah 53 (Note: the book of Isaiah 
was written ~700 years before Jesus was born). 
 
3) Why is it important to confess with our mouths and believe in our hearts that Jesus is Lord (per 
Romans 10:9)? What happens if you do one with out the other? 
 
4) Can you pinpoint a time when you realized that Jesus died for you? Describe your thought 
process. What were you feeling? 
 
 
 
Believe	  Series	  –	  Lesson	  4	  –	  Bible	  
 
Review from previous weeks – draw the trinity diagram (one more time) 
 

 
 
Salvation – Key Passages you need to know! 

Romans 10:9-10 if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in 
your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart 
one believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 

 
Ephesians 2:8 For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this is not your 
own doing; it is the gift of God, not a result of works, so that no one may boast. 

 
Lesson 4 
Where do we draw our information about God?  
How can we know what God wants us to do with our lives?  
 
Because God is who he is (infinite and holy) and we are who we are (finite and sinful) there is no 
way for us to know God unless God accommodates it by revealing Himself to us.  
 



There are two forms of revelation: 
General and Special 
General Revelation is to all people – everywhere at anytime (past, present, future). It is found in 
nature or the natural world. 
 

Psalm 19:1-4 
1  The heavens declare the glory of God, 
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
2  Day to day pours out speech, 
and night to night reveals knowledge. 
3  There is no speech, nor are there words, 
whose voice is not heard. 
4  Their voice goes out through all the earth, 
and their words to the end of the world. 
 

We talked about some of this in our first lesson – different arguments for the existence of God – 
The Cosmological argument: Things exist so something greater than the things that exist had to 
create it. 
 
Special Revelation is God’s specific or direct revelation to us by supernatural means. God’s 
special revelation includes physical appearance of God, dreams, visions, and the written word of 
God. We could also include God’s revelation to us in the form of his Son, Jesus. 
 

John 1:14 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory 
as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

 
Through out time God has revealed Himself to certain people at certain times with a specific 
message – Noah, Abraham, Moses, Mary, John the revelator. 
 
God spoke to the authors who wrote the books of the Bible: 
Factoids about the Bible: 
66 books, 39 in the OT and 27 in the NT 
There are about 40 different authors that wrote over a period of 1400 years 
Originally written in Hebrew and Aramaic (OT) and Greek 
The Bible has been translated into other languages beginning with the Latin Vulgate. 
The Gutenberg printing press started mass production of Bibles for everyone. 
Translations into common languages provided a way for all people to read for themselves. 
Today there are 513 complete bible translations for the 7000 languages in the world. 
The Bible has survived many attempts throughout history to eradicate the Bible – none 
succeeded.  
 
Show the video – Baby Got Book. 
 
That's all and good but what does it mean to me? 
Is the Bible more than just an old book? More than a literary work of art? 
 
The Bible is the lens from which we view the world.  
Jesus recited scripture when tempted by the Satan – Ref Matthew 4:1-11 

Psalm 119:11 I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you. 



 
Is the Bible a worthwhile book to read, study, memorize and meditate on it? If so, then why don’t 
we read, study, memorize and meditate on it? 
 

Hebrews 4:12 
For the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword, 
piercing to the division of soul and of spirit, of joints and of marrow, and discerning 
the thoughts and intentions of the heart. 

 
Memorize this passage! 
2 Timothy 3:16-17 All Scripture is breathed out by God and profitable for teaching, for 
reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, that the man of God may be 
complete, equipped for every good work. 
 
Questions: 
1) Write 2 Timothy 3:16 in the space below. 
 
 
2) Are the 10 commandments still relevant for today? Why or why not? 
 
3) What is your favorite Bible passage and why? 
 
4) Hebrews 4:12 describes God’s word (the Bible) as living and active, in what ways have you 
found this to be true or not true? 
 


