
PARTNER CHURCH COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES – OCTOBER 17, 2010 
 
PRESENT:  Clint Blandford, Sue Blandford, Linda Cook, Linda Cummings, Jeff Huestis, Robert 
Kokenyesi, Claire Robertson, Beth Rossow, Rosemarie Tengwill ask David , Irmgard Voss, Doris Yohe 
 

1. TREASURER’S REPORT:  Sue reported that the special travel account has been discontinued 
and the remaining $739.09 has been transferred to the “sales account”.  (The sales account is 
our regular account).  This account now holds $2,137.03.  The scholarship account holds 
$3,049.44.  This represents the money collected last spring and is down from other years.   

      Sue sent the Women’s Alliance contribution of $300 to St. Martin’s Alliance.   
      The Robinson/Weber endowment fund started at $25,000 and is now down to $24,453.15.  The 
earnings for this year were $644.84.   
      Sue wrote to Sandor on October 7

th
 asking how many students are eligible for scholarships this 

year.  He has not yet responded.  Sue will send the  
      Robinson/Weber endowment money and the $165 computer support this month.  She will send 
the scholarship money after she hears from Sandor. 
 
2. ITEMS DONATED BY JOHN AND DIANE:  Doris picked up several items donated to the 

committee by John and Diane (items either given to or bought by them in   Transylvania).  Doris 
will write a newsletter article stating that we will sell them by silent auction at the Holiday Bazaar 
(Dec. 5

th
 and 12

th
).  (Newsletter deadlines are October 20

th
 for the November newsletter and 

November 15
th
 for the December newsletter).  Doris will also take pictures of the items for the 

bulletin board and may set them out in Adams Hall ahead of time for people to look at.   
 
3. ART WORK GIVEN BY VARGAS:  Irmgard will get a dowel to hang the blue embroidered wall 

hanging.  We will not frame the calendar picture.  Irmgard will talk with David Keyes about where 
to put the hanging.  We would like to see it displayed some place where it will be readily seen.   

 
4. NEW CRAFTS?:  We have not had any response from Sandor about new crafts.  Last spring, 

Edit told Doris that not many people are left who do the sort of  
embroidery that sells well here.  Robert stated that Sandor did not seem to be enthusiastic about 
getting involved with crafts again.  (He is often put in a 
position of having to explain why one person got more money than another, etc).  When people 
go over next summer, perhaps they can explore this issue some more.   
 

       5. COMMUNICATION:  Irmgard mentioned that Edit never responded to a long letter that she had 
written her in German.  We wondered how much personal contact 

the people in St. Martins actually want.  Other attempts have been made to establish pen pals, 
etc. and have not been successful.  This is another issue that may be explored more next 
summer when people visit.  The suggestion was made that we might engage some of the 
younger people through Facebook. 
 

6.  MEETING WITH FIRST CHURCH:  Beth contacted Carolyn Nolan, the chair of First Church’s 
PCC.  She was enthusiastic about getting together and was going to contact the members of her 
committee about the January 8

th
 date. 

 
7. Rosemarie offered to write a newsletter article for the December newsletter.  She will write about 

the history and significance of bells in Transylvania or on some other topic that might interest 
people at Eliot. 

 
8. SUMMER TRIP TO TRANSYLVANIA:  Sue put an article about the proposed summer trip in the 

October newsletter and will follow with more information in December.  David Keyes is also 
interested in a trip.  Sue and Clint said that he appears to be interested in a trip with a spiritual 
pilgrimage focus.  Others may be more interested in a cultural focus.  Sue and Clint will discuss 
this issue with David.  There are several ideas about how to do the trip.  

 



9. BREAD SERVICE - NOVEMBER 21, 2010:  Beth will talk with David about how he wants the 
service done (i.e., Will he give the appeal during the service?  Should we have envelopes for 
cash donations, so that we can note the names of donors and send thank you notes?).  Sue and 
Beth will count the money after the third service.   

      Beth will put an article about the Bread Service in the November newsletter.  In the December 
newsletter there will be an article that details where the money  
      from the collection goes. 
      David suggested that the partner church share the split collection for the month of November.  
The entire committee was very appreciative of the offer. 
 
10. BELL RINGER:  We had a lengthy discussion about the pros and cons of supporting a bell 

ringer.  There seemed to be wide range of opinion as to what we want our focus to be.  (how 
much to support?, when do we pull back? expand to other countries? etc)  Sue had written and 
sent to David a statement summarizing  the history of our financial involvement.  His return email 
was read.  Several people felt that they would like to meet with David to hear him share his 
experiences with the Partner Church movement and to get his ideas on how to make the partner 
relationship one of equals and more reciprocal.  Beth will contact David to set up a breakfast 
meeting, preferably on a Saturday in the near future.   
 
Beth Rossow 

 

 


