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                                 Source:  Benefits of Delaying Sexual Debut, the Institute for Youth Development, 2008
Explanation:  Sexually active girls between the ages of 12-16 had a 46% probability for marijuana use  

                            and a 30% probability for other drug use;  

                         Girls who were virgins had a 6% probability for marijuana use and a 5% probability for  

                            other drug use;
                         Sexually active boys between the ages of 12-16 had a 39% probability for marijuana use  

                            and a 21% probability for other drug use;  

                         Boys who were virgins had a 5% probability for both marijuana and other drug use

The Partnership/ MetLife Foundation Attitude Tracking Study (PATS) shows a reversal in the declines in teen abuse of drugs and alcohol that we’ve seen since 1998. The national study also highlights the critical need for parents to take immediate action as more teens are using alcohol, Ecstasy and marijuana.
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· The number of teens in grades 9-12 that used alcohol in the past month has grown by 11%, (from 35% in 2008 to 39% in 2009)
· Past year Ecstasy use shows a 67% increase (from 6% in 2008 to 10% in 2009)
· Past year marijuana use shows a 19% increase (from 32% in 2008 to 38% in 2009) 

Underlying these increases are negative shifts in teen attitudes, particularly a growing belief in the benefits and acceptability of drug use and drinking. 

· The percentage of teens agreeing that “being high feels good” increased significantly from 45% in 2008 to 51% in 2009.  

· Those saying that “friends usually get high at parties” increased from 69% to 75% 

· The study found a significant drop in the number of teens agreeing strongly that they “don’t want to hang around drug users” – from 35% in 2008 to 30% in 2009. 
Source:  www.drugfree.org, 2010
_1329215932.xls
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		Column1		Virgin		Non-Virgin

		Marijuana Use - girls (12-16)		6		40

		Other Drug Use - girls (12-16)		5		25

		Marijuana Use - boys (12-16)		5		34

		Other Drug Use - boys (12-16)		5		16

				To resize chart data range, drag lower right corner of range.
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