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2016 Congregational Annual Meeting Agenda
January 29, 2017—
2017—11:30am
Visual Review of Ministry
Call to Order
Opening Devotion
Approval of Minutes
Annual meeting of January 24, 2016
Reports
Pastor’s Report
President of the Congregation – Denise Janci
2016 Tower Project Recap – Vicki Evers
Membership Statistics – see page 27
Treasurer’s Report – Wayne Ammentorp
Review of Budget Presentation from January 17, 2015 Finance Meeting by Wayne Ammentorp, Treasurer.
SEE PAGES 19—
19—22 - Green columns in Budget summary are 2016 Financial Report Actual and Budget
Finance Committee – Dirk Ahlbeck, Wayne Ammentorp, Joan Yost, Wayne Oberschelp,
Matt Ammentorp, Chair
Discussion
Approval of Budget for 2017
Old Business
New Business
Nominations & Election – *underlined Council Members being newly elected indicated by asterisk
Betty Gyllstrom – 2nd term ends Jan. 2018
Phyllis Doyle – 2nd term ends Jan. 2018
Vicki Evers – 1st term ends Jan. 2018
Kevin Burkum - `1st term ends Jan. 2018
Werner Calder – 2nd term ends Jan. 2019
John Cherry – 2nd term ends Jan. 2019
Denise Janci – 2nd term ends Jan. 2019
John Jackson – 2nd term ends Jan. 2019
Mark Schaefer – 1st term ends Jan. 2020
*Wayne
Wayne Ammentorp – 1st term ends Jan. 2020
*Armando Arriazola – 1st term ends Jan. 2020
*Carolyn
Carolyn Nasheim – 1st term ends Jan. 2020

Motion to approve actions of our 2016 Church Council.
Adjournment/Closing Prayer

Edison Park Lutheran Church Minutes of the Annual Congregational
Meeting Sunday, January 24, 2016—
2016—11:30 a.m.
The gathering started with a visual view of our ministry. We confirmed a quorum; 57 voting members present. Denise Janci, President, called the meeting to order.
Pastor Sparby led us in prayer.
Approval of Congregational Meeting Minutes .The minutes of the January 25, 2015 annual meeting were approved
as presented.
Reports
Reports in the 2015 Annual Report included: Rev. Dr. Michael D. Sparby, Senior Pastor; Carole Edwards, Associate in
Ministry; Matt Haider, Director of Worship and Music; Jennifer Williams, Preschool and Children’s Ministry Director;
Denise Janci, President of the Church Council; Wayne Ammentorp, Treasurer; Worship Ministry Area; Growing Ministry Area; Children’s Ministry; Outreach Ministry Area; Mission Bake Sale and Bazaar; Mission Quilters; Wellness; Prayer
Shawl; Sunshine Circle; Leadership Ministry Area; Property; Stewardship; Boy Scout Troop 955; Venture Crew 9955;
Cub Scout Pack 3792; EPLC Foundation; EPLC Church Ministry Plan (2016 proposed budget); Benevolence/Mission
Report; Membership Statistics 2015 Report. The Annual Report book also included a full page chart showing all the
Ministry Teams and Task Forces at EPLC.
Pastor Sparby, Senior Pastor, gave a formal presentation in addition to his written report. His emphasis was on the
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Missional aspect of the Ministry we share. The report was about how our missional ministry relates to the financial
information. Highlights included thanks to the congregation, EPLC’s excellent staff and to all volunteers who are
involved in our ministry. He emphasized that some of the missions and special giving were over and above the
spending plan.
Denise Janci, President, presented a summary of 2015. Highlights included thanks to the entire congregation, staff,
the council, and the Foundation. She talked about the challenges and successes of the past year. Denise referred
specifically to the Trinity Projects and the fund appeal. Trinity included (1) parking lot maintenance ($9.1K), (2)
lighting upgrade and retrofit ($5.2K after rebates) and (3) the tower roof project ($7.9K). She noted that the congregation gave “above and beyond” the actual net cost of the projects. She also thanked all the volunteers and
staff for other projects including power washing and interior signage. Denise cited membership statistics and encouraged all to invite friends and continue to grow. Denise also noted that we are searching for a new youth and
family ministry director. We are not planning on major “above and beyond” projects for 2016. However, there always may be things that come up which we are not including as specific budget items at this time.
Vicki Evers presented a report about the Tower Project, including many visuals. Much was accomplished during
2015. She showed before and after pictures of the phases of the project and explained the roofing and drainage
accomplishments. There is still interior work to be done, but the exposure to the elements issues have been resolved.
Denise Janci showed an in depth presentation about the renovation of the All Saints Memorial Garden. (This was
formerly known as the Gyllstrom Memorial Garden). The name was changed at the request of the Gyllstrom Family. It is a scatter garden for ashes / memorials of loved ones. She thanked the task force and showed the research,
planning and work that was done. The dedication of the garden was on All Saints Day. $15k has been collected
so far and there is a balance of $5k in the fund. Pending items include plaques and a statue.
Wayne Ammentorp, Treasurer, gave an overview of the 2015 Treasurers Report and referred to the 2016 Budget
Presentation which Matt Ammentorp, Financial Management Chair, presented a week prior on January 17. Since
there were no items which required clarification from the Budget Presentation and all presentation slides from that
were in the Annual Report, there was no need to present the ministry plan again at this meeting. Wayne A. will be
stepping down for 2016 because of Treasurer term limits in the bylaws. He thanked the congregation for the opportunity to serve and the entire staff for stepping up to challenges during this past year. He also thanked Financial
Management, Matt Ammentorp and the Outreach Team. He applauded the overall Mission efforts of the entire
congregation. The congregation approved his report.
Budget Approval
The Ministry Plan was fully included in the Annual Report Book. The Congregation approved the 2016 Ministry Plan
as presented.
Old Business – None.
New Business
The Congregation approved the actions of the 2015 Church Council.
Nominations for the 2016 Church Council were presented. Underlined council members being elected indicated
by asterisk*.
*Mark Schaeffer – completing 2nd term of Wayne Ammentorp ends Jan. 2017
Wayne Oberschelp – 2nd term ends Jan. 2017
Joan Yost – 2nd term ends Jan. 2017
Barb Williams – 1st term ends Jan. 2017
Betty Gyllstrom – 2nd term ends Jan. 2018
Phyllis Doyle – 2nd term ends Jan. 2018
Vicki Evers – 1st term ends Jan. 2018
Kevin Burkum - `1st term ends Jan. 2018
*Werner Calder – 2nd term ends Jan. 2019
*John Cherry – 2nd term ends Jan. 2019
*Denise Janci – 2nd term ends Jan. 2019
*John Jackson – 2nd term ends Jan. 2019

The election of the nominees was approved.
The meeting was adjourned.
Carole Edwards, Associate in Ministry, led us in closing prayer.
Wayne Oberschelp, Congregational Secretary
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Staff Directory
Phyllis Bober, Custodian
Beth Burke, Custodian
Judi Eastwood, Parish Administrator
Carole Edwards, Deacon
Mary Gates, Office, Publications and Preschool Assistant
Matt Haider, Director of Worship and Music
Julie Payne, Preschool Teacher
Frank Peters, Custodian
Rev. Dr. Michael D. Sparby, Senior Pastor
Duane Smart, Custodian
Jennifer Williams, Preschool and Children’s Ministry Director
Chauncey Harrison, Youth and Family Ministry Director
Rev. Kevin Jacobson, Missionary in Suriname

Staff Reports
Rev. Dr. Michael D. Sparby, Senior Pastor
Edison Park Lutheran Church has a long history of ministry in Chicago. This congregation is part of an enduring spiritual movement centered in the life, death, and
resurrection of Jesus Christ. From those who confessed the faith, and walked in the
footsteps of Jesus, this Good News has come down to us. Through us it will extend to the next
generation, and the next.
The simple message of the gospel can easily get lost. It is that we are saved by grace
through faith in Jesus Christ. It is summarized in John 3:16 – For God so loved the

World that he gave his only Son, so that whoever believes in him will not perish, but
have eternal life. We have a way of trying to add on to the Good News God gives us in
Jesus, but in the end it is God’s love alone that carries us, holds us, and will bring us
home. This was the center of the faith that Martin Luther sought to revive and reclaim in 1517.
Our Lutheran tradition moves into this year of celebration surrounding the 500th anniversary of the Reformation in 2017. Some of us from Edison Park participated in a tour last spring which included many of the
historical sites including: Lutherstadt Eisleben, where Luther was born; Eisenach, the town
where Luther spent time at St. George’s School, and which is also the birthplace of Johann
Sebastian Bach, another well-known Lutheran, in 1685; Wartburg Castle, where
Luther hid; Erfurt, where Luther spent time as a monk; Lutherstadt Wittenberg, a
pilgrimage site for Lutherans and regarded as the cradle of the Reformation – it
was here where Luther posted his 95 Theses to the door of the Castle Church on October 31,
1517; and Torgau, the site of the first Protestant church, located within the walls of
Hartenfels Palace, and consecrated by Martin Luther.
As we bring history alive in the faith we share today, there is one message we must
share above all others: God has claimed us in the waters of baptism. It is a promise that is sure.
We are saved by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.
Through our ministry areas: worship; growing; leadership; and outreach; we bring this good
news to life. The means by which this congregation has told the story through the years is dynamic and changing. The story takes on life through you. Your gifts and abilities, your passion, your vision,
and the call of God that you sense in your life are all critical elements in sharing the faith.
Thank you for your partnership here at Edison Park. I am often overwhelmed by the generosity and enthusiasm that pours forth from so many, and accomplishes so much good in the name of God’s love. Thank
you also to our Church Council, and to a gifted staff which helps bring ministry to life every day.
Peace,
Pr. Michael Sparby
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Deacon Carole Edwards
Stephen Ministry was one of the vital ministries that continued in 2016. This is a one-to-one caring
ministry that is Christ centered and confidential, and lives are being touched. In 2015 a group of
trained Stephen Ministers were assigned to care receivers, and this ministry has continued throughout this past year. Besides meeting with their care receivers once a week, Stephen Ministers also
met with the supervisory team twice a month for further training and guidance. The weekend of
Oct. 1st and 2nd was Stephen Ministry Weekend when we lifted up the ministry, shared information, and
encouraged those feeling called to a ministry of caring service to consider being a part of this. This resulted in six more people having interest, and a new class was started in the fall under the leadership of Bob
Hotton. These six people, Gary Duszak, Betty Gyllstrom, Deanna Jordan, Barb Kruse, Dick Pence, and Ron
Uding, will be commissioned in the spring of 2017. Please keep the Stephen Ministry care givers and care
receivers in your prayers. If you feel you would benefit from this ministry, please call me and I will assign a
Stephen Minister to you. And, please let me know if you feel God calling you to serve in this ministry.
We were deeply saddened at the sudden death of one of our Stephen Ministers, Jeff Wilk. He was a tremendous blessing in the life of his care receiver who was dying of cancer. In preparation for Stephen Ministry weekend, Jeff had recorded an audio testimony of his experience. His testimony was a powerful legacy of the impact he made in someone’s life, and he is greatly missed. Our faith gives us the assurance that
we will see him again when we are reunited with him in Heaven.
Another exciting area of training is the ELCA Diakonia program. We’ve have several Diakonia graduates from this congregation: Barb Sanders(2001), Melanie Chavin(2002), Debby
Ewalt and myself(2003), Lynn Freitag(2009), Laura Johnson and Jan Wojciechowski(2011) .
Diakonia is a two year process of spiritual formation and theological education that covers
many of the disciplines covered in seminary. It was a life changing program for me, after
which I began discerning my call to leave my corporate career and follow a call to full time ministry. I’m
thrilled that we have five EPLC students enrolled in this program: Viola Collins-Brown, Phyllis Doyle, Betty
Gyllstrom, Susan Ottlinger, and Diane Rumsfield. Please keep these students in your prayers as they have
committed these next two years to gaining a deeper understanding of their faith and being open to
where God might lead them to serve.
One of my favorite events is our annual Pet Blessing which was held on Saturday, Oct. 1st. It’s a reminder
that every creature is important, and provides an opportunity to celebrate and honor our loyal companions who love us unconditionally. The love we give to a pet, and receive from a pet, can draw us more
deeply into the larger circle of life, into the wonder of our common relationship to our Creator. It’s a fun
event and draws many neighborhood people and their beloved pets.
On All Saints Day we read names of those who had died this past year, and had been buried through the
ministry of EPLC. We always invite these families to join us for All Saints worship. This is another ministry
in which we can be a support for families who grieve the loss of a loved one. Often these families begin
worshipping with us regularly, and have joined our church family.
I have been on staff since 2007. Five years ago, I completed the requirements for the Associate in Ministry
role, one of the three “rostered” Word and Service rosters of the ELCA, and this congregation issued a Call
to me to serve in that role. For the last 10 years, there had been discussion in the ELCA about combining
these rosters into one, and at the Churchwide Assembly in 2016, it was voted to create a new category of
lay professional leaders, to be called Deacons. All three rosters will be moved to the Deacon roster in
2017, which will be referred to as the “word and service” roster. Deacons “will join ordained pastors
(“word and sacrament” roster) as public ministers of the ELCA, called to their positions and accountable to
the church for their work.” (Living Lutheran, September 2016, p. 19) Although my title has changed to
Deacon, my responsibilities remain the same. Much of my time is spent in the area of visitation ministry,
visiting with, and bringing Communion to our hospitalized and homebound members, including those
living in nursing homes, retirement centers, and assisted living facilities. They are comforted and encouraged by our prayers and visits. I respond to emergencies, meet with members going through crisis, families facing end of life situations and those who are grieving. Other responsibilities include assisting with
worship and funeral services, Confirmation, planning and conducting the Annual Pet Blessing, managing
the Prayer Chain, working with the Outreach, Wellness, and Finance teams, contacting prospective members, arranging rides and meals for members, and working with our seniors.
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I also serve in the role of business administrator, managing all financial and business operations of the
church. My responsibilities include the daily processing of all income, accounts payable, payroll, and financial reporting. We have many ways to give to this ministry. Our credit card and Simply Giving options
have been well received, making it easier than ever to financially support EPLC, even if you’re
away. Please contact me if you need assistance with this giving option.
One of the highlights of this year was the opportunity to use my continuing education funds to attend the
leadership-training program, “Clergy Clinic in Family Emotional Process.” It was an intensive three-day
training program, and we will have two more three-day sessions in 2017. It is based on the Bowen theory
of seeing families as emotional systems, and the work of Dr. Edwin Freidman which recognizes the importance of understanding this theory as it relates to congregational systems. This program focuses on
healthy ways to deal with anxiety levels and their impact on family members (i.e. “church family”). This was
one of the best programs I’ve ever participated in and I wish everyone could attend. It was an excellent
use of my time and continuing education funds. Congregations and families are very similar in that they
operate within systems of learned behavior. Often what we learned as a child, our coping methods, our
response to stress and anxiety, carry over from our nuclear family experiences. They can manifest themselves in some very unhealthy behavior. An example of this would be having a grievance with someone,
but not going directly to that person, but rather talking to another person about the person you have the
grievance with. This is referred to as “triangulation,” and is defined as “a manipulation tactic where one
person will not communicate directly with another person, instead using a third person to relay communication to the second, thus forming a triangle.” We would do well to follow the words of Jesus as recorded
in Matthew 18:15: ”If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when
the two of you are alone.” Too often, we fall into old habits of triangulation which result in negative and
destructive behavior patterns that don’t actually resolve anything. When we learn new, healthy ways to
respond to stress, anxiety, and conflict, we begin relating to each other in healthy and constructive ways.
If you’re interested in learning more about this, I’ll be glad to share what I’ve learned.
God continues to richly bless the ministry of this congregation. I’m thankful to be a part of this ministry
team, and I’m thankful for Pastor Sparby’s calm and steady leadership. Thank you for your prayers and
your financial support. And thank you to all the volunteers, without whom this church could not carry
out the many ministries that take place on a daily basis. It is truly a privilege to serve this congregation. Blessings as we begin another year of ministry together! Thanks be to God!
Deacon Carole Edwards

Matt Haider, Worship and Music Director
Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? – Robert Lowry
That statement resonates with all those involved with music within the walls of Edison Park
Lutheran Church. Whether it is singing a hymn during Sunday worship, ringing a handbell,
or being a member of one of our four singing ensembles, music is alive in this place!
Music is an escape – a healthy one to boot. Life can get us down – but music has this wonderful ability to
transport us to another place. Music allows us to cast our burdens aside, even if for just a short moment in
time. Music allows us to feel a part of something bigger. Music allows us to feel the warming presence of
God within us.
Our musical ensembles are full of volunteers who come in for weekly rehearsals and Sunday morning
singing at services. We have two children’s choirs, designated by ages with a combined membership of
26. We have adults who sing in the Sanctuary Choir and adults who ring in the handbell choir. We have
instrumentalists and singers who lead worship with the Praise Team for our contemporary worship. All
together we have 57 individuals come through our doors for rehearsals each week. That number is huge
and something our congregation should be proud of. These musicians deserve a huge thank you for the
time, energy, joy, and dedication! Thank you!
In addition to providing multiple genres of music at our four contrasting worship services, our Music Minis7

try has provided four “special” events to the congregation and surrounding community. These events go
above and beyond the normal expectation for church musicians.
Tales of Wonder! In May, we presented a musical during worship at two of our worship services. Children
Choirs, Adult Choir, Praise Team, and Handbells joined forces for an event that retold familiar stories of salvation. We listened and responded in song as our storytellers, Synoma Hays and Wayne Miller, brought to
life the timeless stories of our faith that have been passed on from generation to generation. One of the
highlights of this event was the childrens’ choir’s animal parade. Smiles abounded and hearts were
warmed as the parade brought the children up and down the aisles of the church.
God’s Kids Sing! For the second year, we offered our creative arts camp for children ages 5-10. Each day
participants sang songs, cooked, acted, and made works of art! All of the art elements focused around the
theme of Noah’s Ark. From handpainted umbrellas, to hand drawn quilt squares, to animal food snack
mix, and ark floating jello – everything was full of color and life. The culmination of the four day camp was
a performance for family and friends on Thursday afternoon. We sang in the rain with our umbrellas and
even put on a two-by-two animal fashion show! Thanks to all who helped make the week a success!
2016 Spooktacular! Once again this year, in partnership with the preschool, our Halloween organ concert and trunk or treating was a huge success! From the Bach Toccata to the Widor Toccata played by
Winnie the Pooh – a fun filled afternoon was had by all. New this year was the addition of special musical
guests. Bruce Nelson was a feature euphonium soloist on Tramp, Tramp, Tramp, accompanied by organ
and wife Jennifer on the piccolo! Percussionist Rich Johnson also joined in for a rocking rendition of Thriller, as the costume parade happened below in the sanctuary. Following the concert, fellowship was had
by all with Trunk or Treating in the parking lot. Kids of all ages, dressed in their costumes, went from trunk
to trunk, filling their bags with candy. A special thanks to Jennifer Williams for her hard work in making
this the best Spooktacular to date!
Christmas Festival As one congregation member recently said after the Christmas Festival – we now have
a brand. And what a glorious brand it is! Again this year, the Christmas Festival was a smashing success.
The falling snow outside only added to the festiveness of the day. Our guest vocalist, Viola Collins-Brown,
once again moved audience members to tears with her renditions of What Child is This, Lo how a Rose,
and Do You Hear What I Hear? The handbells and adult choir resounded forth the joyous news of Christ’s
birth through songs that at times were grand and big, and at other times soft and reflective. Once again,
the children’s choir stole the show with the reenactment pageant of the First Christmas, as a reminder of
why we celebrate Christmas. The sanctuary erupted with a joyful sound as we joined our voices to sing Go
Tell it On the Mountain, accompanied by a children’s parade of stars, snowflakes, and bells. The angels
were singing, indeed!
Throughout 2016, the outside world did not stop from breaking into our lives. The bad things will still happen and they will continue to happen. As Christians, however, we have the hope and comfort of a savior
dear. And no matter what storms and trials come our way, we always have music to revive and refresh us.
We have music to lead us back to the rock – back to Jesus. And with that, how can we keep from singing?

Rev. Chauncey Harrison, M. Div., Youth and Family Ministry Director
As many of you know, I commenced my ministerial journey at Edison Park Lutheran Church in February 2016. We have been together for almost a year, and this journey has been filled with energy,
engagement, and empowerment. God has done exceedingly, abundantly, above all, I could ask or
imagine (Ephesians 3:20). My role includes leading our weekly Confirmation Program (7th, 8th graders), planning Volunteer Group Activities, preparing our monthly Acolyte/Sunday School Attendant Schedules, teaching Sunday School, leading Youth Group (13-18-year-old students), and serving in a ministerial
capacity in our weekly worship services. I also had the opportunity to facilitate a weekly Small Group Bible
Study during the month of June, which continues today, for Adults and Millennials (18-35 yr. olds).
I consider it an honor and privilege to serve the students, parents, staff, pastors, and visitors of Edison Park.
I am convinced that God has equipped each and every one of us to use our gifts, talents, and abilities to
edify the body of Christ and to make a meaningful contribution to our respective communities. Leadership
is all about service, we are saved to serve. God calls us to serve our neighbor, friends, family, foes, and even
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those that we do not share an extensive relationship with.
As we cruise into 2017 with a keen sense of expectation and anticipation for what God has in store, let us
continue to build a personal, daily devotional time with God. That time may be at the beginning, middle, or
end of your day. It may include prayer, scripture, meditation, reflection, and worship. I will not recommend
what time it should be, but that you commit to carving out a portion of your day to spend quiet time with
God. I believe that if you put God first at the beginning of our day, you will experience his blessings
throughout the rest of our day. Let’s commit to growing in the grace of God, going into the world for God,
and giving to the work of God. May God bless and keep you is my prayer!

Jennifer Williams, Preschool and Children’s Ministry Director
The preschool at EPLC continues to thrive! I continue to see multiple children from the same family
enroll in our program as well as neighbors and friends of graduates. Word of mouth is always our
best source of advertising. This tells us that families are happy with the education and faith community we envelope at EPLC. Our curriculum is based on Christian Values, our religious holidays
are celebrated and prayer is a daily occurrence in class.
We enjoy the time and talent of EPLC’s very own Matt Haider, as he teaches music to the class. His enthusiasm and unique musical talents are loved by all of the kids. He guides us through our Christmas songs and
leads our end of year performances.
We engage as global learners as we participate in foreign language instruction. We began a new Spanish
program this September; The Lango Foreign Language instruction team visits us for 1 hour per week. The
children love the music and curriculum.
We welcome parent volunteers and provide several avenues for participation. We offer Literacy Links; a prereading instructional session where parents and teachers work specifically on alphabet and reading activities. We offer Math Blast; an introductory math learning session where parents and teachers play counting
and numerical games with small groups of children. New this year we offer a STEM session (STEM: science,
technology, engineering and math). During these sessions, parents and teachers work on science experiments with small groups of children. All curriculum and materials are researched and designed for the individual needs of the classroom. Whether content is seasonal or holiday based it is always unique to learning
styles of all children. Also new this year, we have introduced “Senior Readers” we have enjoyed a few
church member volunteers who have come in and read us stories.
To further the outreach ministry of the preschool program, I try and provide families with several opportunities to gather. I also heavily promote church social events. Parents get to know each other and friendships
blossom. These events include: A Valentine Pajama party, Back to School night, all field trips, volunteer opportunities, committee work, the Art Gallery, and Christmas party.
This school year (and part of last) we underwent our extensive DCFS Certificate renewal. I compile all necessary paperwork for the program, the children, myself and staff, work with the agency and host a series of
inspections throughout the process. We passed with flying colors. I have worked at making positive connections between myself and our DCFS representative.
Julie Payne and Mary Gates continue to be wonderful assets to the program. Each brings kindness, caring
and patience to our children every day.
Preschool, a year in review
January: Our registration and marketing begins. Jennifer attends the “Park Ridge Preschool Fair”. Here
many neighborhood families wander through displays of area preschools, and other activities. She prepares a visual display promoting our school, a slide show of pictures, answers questions and passes out advertising materials to all families.
Jennifer, Mary and Julie attend the annual “Opening Minds: early childhood conference and expo”, downtown. As one of the many DCFS requirements, it is necessary for our staff to participate in at least 15 hours
of educational instruction annually.
February: We took a trip to The Stahl Family Theatre for a production of “Beauty and the Beast”. We thor9

oughly enjoyed this fine arts experience. We hosted our annual Pajama Party for all preschool families.
The attendees gathered in the North Fellowship hall. Kids watched a movie with their sleeping bags and
stuffed animals, parents socialized.
March: We took a trip to the Exploratorium in Skokie. Parents and children enjoyed this indoor play space.
April: Our Preschool Plant Sale task force held another very successful Plant Sale! This continues to be a
profitable fundraiser for our program. We traveled to “The Grove” in Glenview for a hands-on experience
on seasonal changes.
May: Preschool graduation was held at the end of the month. All families attend and watch an adorable
performance, presentation of diplomas and view a gallery of art projects the children completed throughout the school year.
June:
June This year Jennifer was the recipient of the “Dream a little Dream Award” presented by CLEF
(Chicagoland Lutheran Educational Foundation) She did some research, wrote an essay about why the
classroom would benefit from a Rainbow Reading Nook, and was chosen as a winner of a $500 grant to
purchase the piece. This bright and fun covered play space is getting a lot of use in the classroom.
Packets are mailed to all registered families. These packets contain all start of school information and all
necessary forms needed for September.
July:
July Summer classroom clean-up, research and curriculum planning occurs.
August:
August The classroom begins to take shape in order to welcome a new classroom of children. Jennifer
attended a CPR class (as she needs to be certified every 2 years)
September: Preschool Begins! Parent Night was held, many parents attend this informational session. All
procedures and curriculum information is shared. A calendar for the school year is distributed to all families. Sign-ups of parent volunteer opportunities and committee work are present. Preschool staff is introduced and Matt attends explaining our music classes and kids choir opportunities. Sunday School is mentioned and everyone receives a church newsletter.
October: We had our first “Senior Reader” and the kids thoroughly enjoyed the experience. We traveled
to “River Trail Nature Center” in Northbrook for a tour and a birds of prey presentation.
November: ART GALLERY Preschool hosted our first art gallery opening. The Preschool team, led by Jennifer, along with Mary and Julie as well as parent volunteers worked tirelessly to put together a creative
display of the children’s artwork. Tickets were sold and many families and church members attended. A
wine pull raffle was held to cover costs. Members generously donated restaurant gift cards, Jennifer solicited all neighborhood businesses and preschool families donated bottles of wine. Babysitting was provided and children played in the preschool room while parents were able to gather in the beautiful Norblad
Atrium. Catered wine and appetizers were enjoyed by all. This was an extremely well received event! The
displays were left up for church attendees to enjoy on Sunday after services.
December:
December All families are invited to attend a Christmas Party in the South Activity Hall. Children enjoy
crafts and snacks. The kids perform a short sing-a-long program.

Congregation Reports
Denise Janci, President
Dear friends of Edison Park Lutheran Church, I address you as your Council president, but more importantly, as your friend and associate in managing the governance of our church. In partnership with Pastor
Sparby, the Council has been instrumental in supporting a number of changes in 2016. The changes were
introduced to allow our church to be flexible in response to the needs of our internal and external community needs as they have evolved over the last year. We appreciate those who have embraced the changes, and also those who have voiced their opinion regarding other opportunities for transformation.
We take this time to recognize our dear and departed members of the EPLC family who have taken their
place in God’s kingdom. They were part of the original institution and Lutheran premises which still under10

lie and direct our daily mission. As we continually strive to meet the needs of the evolving EPLC community, we would like to warmly welcome those who have recently found a home at EPLC. We recognize the
opportunity for reinventing EPLC to meet the needs of the current and next generation of worshipers.
And to all members of our community, we thank you for your patience, support, and inquisition, as we
traverse these sometimes daring, and adventurous twists and turns.
To all church members, the EPLC Council thanks you for your investment of time, talent and treasure and
looks forward to an inspirational New Year.
Sincerely,
Denise Janci

Wayne Oberschelp, Treasurer
2016 was a good year. EPLC is a vibrant place with many different facets all melding together to fulfill our
mission. At any one time it can be wonderful, inspiring, challenging, hard, rewarding and hopeful. Our
worship and ministry are very strong as we strive to continue into 2017 well prepared to grow and work
together to grow the Body of Christ. How we support this from a financial perspective at our church is
working as a team, depending on others, with confidence that it will all work out. Again, in 2016, it did.
Many thanks are in order. Number 1: several hundred people have contributed time, talents and treasure
to our ministry. THANK YOU. To the many people who work on the counting team, safeguard the donations, THANK YOU. To those who carefully watch the expenses in all areas of ministry, THANK YOU. To
those who donate work to maintain and improve our property, THANK YOU. To those who donate countless hours of work and money on outreach, THANK YOU.
For those of you who were following my monthly reports throughout the year, you know that I was very
concerned. Thank you for your positive responses through your giving. Thank you to the Foundation for
increased gifting for expenses and for an extra gift for the Tower project.
Our financial process includes budget prep with multiple revisions before the year begins, approval by the
congregation, monthly reporting with a myriad of reports, always by the second Tuesday of the next
month, detailed financial review by Financial Management (led by Matt Ammentorp from NYC!) and
presentation to Council, followed by a summary Treasurers report in the newsletter.
We had a comprehensive property and casualty insurance review and were able to achieve significant savings on premiums. Since the Youth Director house was vacant, we were able to transition it to our Parish
Administrator.
The end result of the year is that we still have money in the bank, the only debt we have is to the Foundation and all the bills are paid. That said, contributions were below plan, expenses were over plan, and we
are starting 2017 with a negative balance in the General Operating Fund.
Because 2016 was challenging, we are proposing adjustments to the way we present the plan and allocate funds for benevolence. These will be presented at the annual meeting for your approval. In addition,
for staff we are offering a plan that includes salary freezes for all but two key staff (who are receiving very
modest raises) and reduces hours for some staff. Please note that Pastor Sparby has offered to forgo any
salary increase for the second year in a row.
Please keep our ministry in your prayers.

Respectfully Submitted,
Wayne Oberschelp
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Additional Reports from the Ministry Areas
Worship + Growing + Outreach + Leadership
Children’s Ministry
Our Children’s ministry is alive and well at EPLC! We have many families seeking faith formation for their
children and avenues for fellowship. We provide opportunities for both!
SPLASH: this is our way of continuing to connect with families of baptized children. After their baptism
day, families receive a welcome packet and CD that accompanies the newsletter. I send out monthly
newsletters to each child through age 3.
Nursery: Little ones who maybe too young to sit through an entire church service are welcomed in our
staffed nursery. Two high school students engage in playtime while the parents are in church. Our nursery team attended a training session in August. We discussed protocol, scheduling etc. I communicate extensively with the team to coordinate coverage weekly. I ask for upcoming scheduling conflicts, email a
monthly schedule and send a weekly reminder to each attendant. A calendar is also sent from the office
in Constant Contact. I inspect the nursery; keep toys organized and appealing and dispose of old and broken items. I keep it stocked with art supplies if needed as well as wipes and Kleenex. It has been a wellreceived service for the families who utilize the opportunity. Our nursery team also provides this service
for church events (Tales of Wonder, Christmas Festival, Art Gallery).
Sunday School: We wrapped our SS session in May with a celebration and crafts. We bid farewell to
many dedicated SS teachers as their children aged out and they chose other avenues in which to volunteer. After consideration, a new method of SS began this Fall. A multi-aged, condensed version of our
Sunday School program is now available at 2 services, broadening opportunities for our families to attend.
We continue to use the Whirl lectionary curriculum and its age based videos and work sheet pages. The
lesson of SS each week mirrors the message in church and it is our hope that this will become a catalyst for
conversation for families. We occasionally have a volunteer leader (there is a sign-up sheet at the Welcome Center), however myself and Chauncey continue to gather curriculum materials and present lessons
each week.
Family Special Events: Seasonal special events provide fellowship opportunities for EPLC and neighborhood families. These thoroughly planned and extensively advertised (though Facebook, church newsletters and announcements as well as flyers and posters) events have been very well attended.
A year in review of special Family Events:
January: EPLC on Ice! Over 25 kids and adults joined us at the Iceland Skating complex in Niles for an afternoon of indoor ice skating. We reserved a party room so non skaters could gather and we all had hot
cocoa and treats. Participants registered and paid in advance.
March: Annual Egg Hunt. Over 1,000 eggs were filled and hidden in Monument Park. Families were to
pre-register and pay for their children for this event. We began in the South Activity hall where we discussed the Easter story. Children were dismissed to search for eggs (Finding about 10 pp). We came back
to the South Hall for crafts and snacks. We had an extremely full house! Over 60 kids pre-registered and
countless families registered at the door. Children’s ministry joined forces with confirmation for this event.
Confirmation kids filled many eggs and helped in hiding them as well.
June: Itty Bitty Bible Camp: I facilitated another successful summer camp program. 17 children
(members, preschool children and neighbors) attended this 3 day camp. This year’s unique theme was
“Superheroes of the Bible”. Children participated in thematic learning experiences circling around David
and Goliath (water balloon toss and a giant chalk “Goliath” in the parking lot), Queen Esther (made
crowns) and all children made superhero capes to wear.
God’s Kids Sing: Hosted by Matt Haider, Children’s Ministry joined the musical team and assisted with the
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week-long fine arts camp. This year’s theme was Noah’s Ark. Children enjoyed crafts, snacks (made by the
kids) and an end of week full-out musical performance. Each fine art is represented!
July:
July Batting Cages and Mini Golf at Pioneer Park in Niles. Several member families joined us for an afternoon
of summer fun. Participants hit balls in the cages, golfed 9 holes of mini golf and enjoyed a hot dog lunch.
August: Nursery Team training session, new and returning nursery team members were invited to attend
this informational session. Procedures were discussed.
Sunday School Share: This brainstorming session was held to gather information about Sunday School. It
was advertised for several weeks through Constant Contact and church announcements. Several members
and past teachers attended. What worked in the past, what is needed moving forward, Sunday School
changes, mission and curriculum was discussed. Ideas were filtered and put into current SS curriculum.
September:
September Bible presentations, as a kick off to the start of Sunday School, bibles were presented to over 20
children and their families.
Sunday School begins: using the Whirl Curriculum 2 sessions of SS are held at the 9:00 and 10:30 services.
Mixed ages of children engage in a welcome conversation, bible reading of the day, lesson discussion, video
and in-class/take-home worksheet. The children return to worship at communion time.
October: Halloween Spooktackular: This annual event has become a crowd favorite. Along with the talents
of Matt Haider and his musical team, church, preschool and neighborhood families enjoyed an afternoon of
Halloween fun. An exciting organ concert with costume parade and contest was followed by “Trunk or
Treating” in the back parking lot. Preschool families and member families decorated cars and children trick or
treated throughout the lot. Refreshments were sold and set by a team led by Judi Eastwood. A decorated
path along Avondale led the way for the visitors after dismissing from church.
November:
November Turkey Trot, member families and neighborhood families alike were welcomed to join us and
meet for the race again this year.
December: Polar Express: This is another crowd favorite, annual event. Church, preschool and neighborhood families gathered for Christmas fun in the North Fellowship Hall. Advance tickets were desired to cover
costs of crafts and hot cocoa bar. Over 55 children (and parents) wore pajamas and enjoyed the showing of
the movie “The Polar Express”.
LSSI book and Toy Drive: Sunday School children (along with preschool) participated in a toy/book drive for
The Lutheran Social Services of Illinois Program for Early Childhood Intervention. LSSI provides services to
over 30 families. We collected toys and books to share. Lora Salley a representative from LSSI picked all items
up on December 19.
-Jennifer Williams

Youth Ministry
One of the central highlights of Edison Park Lutheran Church is the energetic, engaging youth that are part
of this ministry. This year we have a diverse, talented class of Confirmation Students. We actually have a total
of 20 students, which includes 2 sets of twins, 4 sets of siblings. Our curriculum includes Creed, Jesus, The
Bible, and Tough Questions. Our students meet every Wednesday (6pm-7pm) for class. Our students have
also participated in Volunteer Group Activities with The Night Ministry, Phil’s Friends (Roselle, IL), and Bernie’s
Book Bank (Lake Bluff, IL). Our Confirmands are currently preparing for our annual Lutherdale Retreat
(February 3rd-5th), which will be filled with faith, fun, and fellowship!
Our Youth Group (13yr-18yr old students) have had a great time during our weekly Youth Gatherings on
Tuesdays (6pm-8pm). These gatherings include teaching, fellowship, group discussions, and games. We held
a Pizza Party, visited O’Hare Paintball Park (Palatine, IL), held a fellowship night at Moretti’s Pizzeria, hosted a
Halloween Party, and participated in a service project preparing over 70 sandwiches through a partnership
with South Loop Campus Ministry to feed homeless Chicagoans that live near The McCormick Place. We look
forward to new opportunities to live, lead, and love like Christ in 2017!
-Chauncey Harrison
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Some of the ways we reached beyond our walls this year!
These are the activities the Outreach Team was directly/indirectly involved in initiating:
• Phil's Friends - worked at assembling care packages for cancer patients. Also Sunday School and coffee hour made cards to send to these people as well.
• Breakfast at the Crib serving (Homeless Youth)
• Food provided by congregation delivered to the USO at O’Hare—Bensons
• Supplies provided by congregation to Hines Hospital—Bensons
• Books for Bucks for Holy Family school -congregation provided funds to replace outdated text books
• First Lutheran, Logan Square - provided warm coats and jackets
• LPGM - congregation raised $1260 for books for junior college
• Plaster House - donation was sent
• Night Ministries - Helped serve dinners in May to homeless.
• Night Ministries - donations from congregation to stuff into Christmas stockings
• Hunger Bowl—Cindy Davies
• Angel gifts from congregation for Holy Family preschoolers
• Feed My Starving Children
• Wishing Stars - gifts from congregation for less fortunate children and adults through Concordia
Place
• Hunger Walk - provided water and snacks to walkers
• Donation from a member was made for informational flat screens throughout our building to provide easy up to date happenings and events

Mission Bake Sale and Bazaar
Pie makers had six sessions with an average of 12 to 15 hard workers, starting in late August. Working
with supplies partially paid for by an Action Team stipend from Thrivent and a donation of cherries by
the Rybaks, we made a total of 151 pies. They included: Apple, Blueberry, Cherry, Mince, Peach and
Pumpkin.
75 pounds of Butter Cookies, made by congregation members, were packed in Card Baskets hand made
by LaVerne Myers and Jane Hammar. John Leibrock again made his popular Rosettes.
Dorcas Circle donated to the cost of the Scandinavian Baked Goods, ordered, and prepared them for
sale. Lois Johnson prepared and sold her “Soup in a Jar.”
Our dedicated Pie Makers included: Alice Rybak, Deanna Evers, LaVerne Myers, Dave Davies, Duane and
Bryan Smart, Lois Johnson, Nell Thyssen, Carol Wierz, Jan Page, Jane Hammar, Lynda Hartwig.
Total sales receipts were $ 2,962. This was disbursed to the following missions:
ELCA Domestic Disaster Relief
ELCA Good Gifts:
Micro loans to women
Water Wells
Training Health Care Teams
Lutheran World Relief:
Quilt Shipment

$ 1,000
$ 500
$ 500
$ 500
$ 462

Thank you to all who generously give of their Time, Talent and Treasure!
-Jane Hammar and Lynda Hartwig, Coordinators

Mission Quilters
The Quilt Maker's year runs from October to October as we respond to the Lutheran World Relief "Quilt
Ingathering" each September. This year we met about 20 times and completed 150 quilts which will be
distributed by LWR as needed around the world. Our graduating High School Seniors were also each
given a quilt.
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Our meetings are held on the first and third Friday of every month at 9 AM and we invite anyone interested in helping or just curious about what we do, to join us. As with any Lutheran group, coffee is served
and we have a wonderful fellowship constructing, knotting, and sewing. We also have "at home" workers
who cut, sew and collect fabric for our use. Donations of fabric, including used, but serviceable, sheets and
sewing thread are always appreciated. At a typical meeting we have about about 6 to 8 quilters and we
can always use more!
Our quilters include Joyce Weickart, LaVerne Myers, Alice Rybak, Deb Schug, Jane Hammar, Lynda Hartwig, Lois Johnson, Nell Thyssen, Adele Alaspa, Denise Janci Marilyn Baalson, Sheri Sears, and Lynn Bimmerle. Thank you to Gary Duszak, Denise Janci and the Rybaks for delivering the boxed quilts for shipment
to LWR.
Lynda Hartwig and Jane Hammar, Coordinators

Wellness
Health and Wellness Promotion:
• Flu shots were provided this Fall to 32 people. Walgreens then provided 32 immunizations free to
children in need
• Health and wellness screening arrangements were provided
• Sunday morning blood pressure checks continue to be held
Member Care:
• Care bear ministry to persons homebound, hospitalized, and in long term care facilities
• The “Friendly Visitor Program” continues to help in establishing visitors to the shut-ins of the church
• The “Healing Meals Program” offers meals for members who might be in need for various reasons
• Serve as “Funeral Assistant” for all funerals at the church
• The “Keepsakes for Christ” is a ministry to help provide small tokens to be left with the shut-ins when
visited by Diaconal Minister or members of the committee. This year Jane Hammar and Jacquie Hartmann visited 29 people in “well checks,” just to let the members know that they are being thought of
Members include: Debbie Cook, Jane Hammar, Jacquie Hartmann, Lynda Hartwig, Marilyn Keller and Kim
Piskorowski

Sunshine Circle
In the year 2016, Diane Snook and Francine Byrnes addressed and wrote messages to our parishioners.
Birthday cards for those 75 years and older, Get Well for those in poor health, sympathy notes and congratulations for great grandchildren. The church has supplied us with postage and we supply the cards.
Some friends have given us cards occasionally. We have received thank you notes which are much appreciated. Barbara Smith donated $25 to the church. We received a roll of stamps on December 31, 2015. We
have on hand 26 stamps.
Cards sent in 2016:

Birthday
Sympathy
Get Well
Congratulations

129
35
97
2

Total number of cards sent in 2016 was 263. Total number of cards purchased was 129 at a cost of $64.50.
Respectfully submitted,
Diane Snook & Francine Byrnes
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Property
There are countless things that happen in our building, and countless ways in which our facility is cared
for every day. Thank you to all who lend a hand in many projects, and thanks for your offerings which
support the upkeep and maintenance of this beautiful place.
Another major project was accomplished in 2016 with more work on the Tower. The Foundation helped
us with a $15,000 gift toward this. Thank you! There will be a presentation at the annual meeting.
Some of the other ongoing projects that happen through our custodial crew include: weather stripping,
rail fixing, plastered walls repair, trimmed bushes, fixed siding, fix library wall, daily cleaning, fix toilets, fix
water leak, fixed kitchen sink trap in youth house, fixed tub drain in music house, and oiled boiler motor,
clean church kitchen grease traps, rodded kitchen sink, covered fan on stage, repair locks, repaired music
house fence and gate, repair gutter, changed furnace filters in four buildings, reset parking lights, adjust
water fountain pressure, fix tile, men’s bathroom, move Foundation plaque, install electric plate youth
house, gutter heating wires for church roof, put up and take down Christmas in sanctuary, work with
plumbers, cover cold air vents on stage, drill out lock, remove hardware and clean up from broken lock,
change filters on roof units, respond to alarm, reset lights, replace light bulbs, turn on water for summer,
fix tv, change outdoor sign, clean up from storms, check breakers, trouble shoot leaks, spray wasps nest,
repair rusted pipes, trim shrubs and branches, check exit lights and change bulbs, clean coils on freezers in
kitchen, power wash kitchen filters, re-glue carpet areas in church, repair double doors main entrance,
weather stripping, check snow blowers for winter, buy salt for winter, check fire alarm, bleed air from radiator lines, clean floors, do garbage, clean bathrooms, clean kitchen……
We have a very active building! It is a great tool for ministry, and one we are proud to share with many
community organizations.

Venture Crew 9955
Venture Crew meets every Tuesday at 7 pm. We have been meeting at Edison Park Lutheran Church or
going on outings on Tuesday nights. The Crew members have become regular rock climbers at several
indoor locations in the Chicago area. We continue to hike, bike ride, camp, ski, etc. This year we have
had outings to Delavan, WI., where we jet skied, enjoyed swimming and boating. The crew outings have
been to Granite Peak, Indiana Dunes, several State Parks in Wisconsin, Illinois and Indiana.
This past year we have had several members work on their scouting Eagle Projects. All crew members
have participated in helping the candidates work on their projects.
Our Crew continues to provide community service by hosting several flag retirement, or decommissioning
ceremonies. As you may have seen, we set up donation boxes for tattered and torn flags and hold a flag
retirement ceremony burn the flags as dictated by the Veterans Department of Affairs. We encourage
members of the community to join us in this decommissioning ceremony.
Venture Crew has seen a number of members leave for college in the past year.
We are now in the process of re-chartering and we will be electing new officers in the next several weeks.
As always, we encourage any youth 14-20 to come see what Venturing has to offer.
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EDISON PARK LUTHERAN CHURCH FOUNDATION, INC.
Mission: To support the mission of Edison Park Lutheran Church in a lifelife-giving way

2016 ANNUAL REPORT

The Foundation was incorporated over fifty years ago. The purpose of the Foundation is to accumulate
gifts, invest those gifts and use the income earned to assist the ministry of EPLC at a time of financial need.
We have worked to help EPLC to be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did…so that all may know
him.
The market value of the Foundation holdings as of year-end was approximately $2,500,000. Since its inception, the Foundation has given over $2,000,000 to EPLC. At no time were these gifts given with the
Foundation directing how they were to be used, but rather they were given to the Church to be used as
the Congregational Council determined.
Even though the Foundation is doing a good job maintaining its portfolio, it is conceivable that the Foundation’s monies could decrease significantly. As fellow members of the Church, it is our hope that we can
all reflect and pray about our ability and responsibility to the stewardship of the Church. The less dependent the Church is on the Foundation, the better the Foundation can maintain its portfolio for the future.
This would offer more opportunity for the Foundation to assist with Life Giving programs that would bring
life and growth to the Church. We believe that EPLC is a Spirit filled and healthy Congregation which has
the ability to meet its financial challenges.
Like a number of times over the years, 2016 was a time in which it seemed that God was guiding us.
Some highlights:
We received a number of gifts which, like all gifts to the Foundation, will be a perpetual legacy supporting
the life-giving ministry of EPLC. Thank you to all donors!
We communicated to the Church that the rate of giving over the last few years may not be maintainable if
we continue to gift large amounts per year. The total gift to EPLC ministry for the year was $180,000. An
additional gift of $15,000 was given to assist in the Tower Restoration Project.
Our bylaws specify that we follow prudent business practices. These safeguards must be followed without
fail. Accurate accounting and transparency is required.
The Foundation shall have an annual review of the financial records. This review shall be performed by an
independent licensed accounting firm.
A detailed list of all holdings must be presented at each regular Board of Directors meeting and be available to all members of the Foundation upon request.
Each disbursement must be signed by at least two Foundation officers.
The Foundation provides a free annual subscription to any member of EPLC who wishes to receive the
ELCA magazine, “Living Lutheran”. Contact the Church office if you would like to receive it.
This past year those serving as Foundation Directors were: Dale Ammentorp, Joe Bartel., Barry Bleeker,
Gary Duszak, Kurt Gustafson, Monica Hemm, Rick Janci, Wayne Oberschelp, Alice Rybak, Klay Schmeisser
and Jeff Wilk. Pastor Sparby attends the meetings as an ex-officio member.
If you would like any more information about the Foundation, its holdings or practices, please contact a
Foundation Director.
If you wish to give a gift to the Foundation as an honorarium or memorial, or put the Foundation into
your estate plan, you will be putting in place a “Perpetual Faith Legacy “. As long as possible, the Foundation will only expend monies from income and when that is no longer possible, the principal could be
used.
Respectfully submitted,
Kurt E. Gustafson, President
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2016 Review - Summary

Edison Park Lutheran Church

2016 Actual 2016 Budget

Our Mission: To be a people living,
loving, and serving as Jesus did…so that
all may know Him.
Budget Meeting – January 22, 2017

A. Giving
B. Other Income*

$404,427
$308,993

$460,000
110,000

C. Expenses
Difference (A+B-C)

$721,932
($8,512)

700,557
($130,557)

*includes Foundation Gifts totaling $195k, Undesignated
Memorials of $7k

2016 Financial Review
2017 Proposed Budget

• Budgeted Monthly Deficit: ($10.9k)
• Act. Mo.Def. w/o Foundation/Mem ($17.5k)
• Act. Mo. Def, with Foundation/Mem: ($709)
2

2016 Overview - Expense

2016 Overview - Income
• General giving was down 12% from 2015
(2016 budget equaled 2015 act)
• Preschool income dipped from 2015, but
in line with ‘13 & ‘14
• Foundation gifts - $195,000, including
$15k designated for tower repairs
• Undesignated Memorials transferred to
General Fund - $6,908
• Giving for mission projects more than 2.3x
budget ($9,447 higher)

• Expenses $21k over budget (3%), including
Foundation-funded $15k for tower repairs
• Flat to budget ex. tower and mission giving
• Office and property expenses $16k less than
budget, excluding $15k tower repairs
• Staff compensation higher than budget due to
housing decision for CYF director, which we
anticipated early in 2016
– We earned some back in housing income

• Projects include:
– Tower repairs
– Minor improvements to Youth House

3

2017 Assumptions - Income

2017 Assumptions - Expenses
• Benevolence rate to reduce from 15½% to
10%, with all going to synod/ELCA

• Giving – $45k increase from 2016 actuals
($10k decrease from ‘16 budget)
• No valet income assumed ($8k in ‘16)
• Preschool income in line with 2016

– Saves over $22k based on current giving estimate

• Most staff salaries frozen, plus office hours
reduced equivalent to $9,500
– Salaries + benefits down YOY, disrupts trend

• We anticipate a $120k Foundation gift

• Health insurance increase of 5%, directed by
Synod Benefit plan (vs 7.5% increase in 2016)

• Based on avg attendance from ‘16, if we
all increase our giving by $4/week we can
reach our target

• Property nearly flat to 2016, ex. tower repairs6

5

2017 Assumptions - Summary
A. Giving
B. Other Income

4

2016 Budget 2017 Budget
$460,000
$449,926
110,000
103,000

C. Foundation Gift

0

120,000

D. Expenses
700,557
672,926
Net (A+B+C-D)
($130,557)
($0)
• Budgeted giving is $45k over 2016 Actual—so
we need $3.8k add’l/month to close the gap
• Over last two years, we have cut over $60k in
expenses from operating budget, despite $4k
net lower income budget over same period 7
20
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We’re grateful for the EPLC Foundation, which has served
our mission and maintained growth. Thanks for
remembering the Foundation in your Planned Giving. 11

10

Your offerings will make a major difference!
13

12
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Overview of Benevolence/Mission 2016
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Membership Statistics 2016
Edison Park Lutheran Church
Baptized Membership at end of 2011

793

Baptized Membership at end of 2012

835

+5%

Baptized Membership at end of 2013

867

+4%

Baptized Membership at end of 2014

904

+4%

Baptized Membership at end of 2015

889

-2%

Children Baptized in 2016

13

Adults Baptized in 2016
Transfers/Additions

0
16

Total members received

29

Baptized Members Removed during 2016
By death

13

By transfer/statistical adjustment

21

Total members removed this year

34

Baptized Membership, end of 2016

Total confirmed members
Number confirmed in 2016

884

738
8

Average weekly worship attendance

234

Average weekly attendance Sept-May

247
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Leadership Team — Growing Team —- Worship Team — Outreach — Financial Management — Property — Stewardship — Wellness — Worship Team — Children, Youth
& Family — Altar Care — Foundation — Cherub Choir — Hosanna Choir — Sanctuary
Chorale — Sanctuary Ringers — Chancel Ringers — Praise Team — Dorcas Circle —
Jubilant Circle — Mission Argentina — Sunday School — Club 456 — Cross-Training
— H2O — Going Deeper — Mission Quilt Makers — Mission Bake Sale & Bazaar —
Sunshine Circle — Church Council — EPLC Preschool — Itty Bitty Bible Camp — Prayer Shawl Ministry — EPLC Book Club — Third Thursday Fellowship — Softball — VBS
— Boy Scout Troop 955 — Cub Scout Pack 3792 — Venture Crew 9955 — TOPS —
Opera Appreciation — Community Senior Exercise — The Out and Abouts — AA —
Al-Anon — Families Anonymous — Gambler’s Anonymous — Men’s Breakfast Club —
Hungarian Reform Church — Volleyball — Stephen Ministry — Leadership Team —
Growing Team —- Worship Team — Outreach — Financial Management — Property
— Stewardship — Wellness — Worship Team — Children, Youth & Family — Altar
Care — Foundation — Cherub Choir — Hosanna Choir — Sanctuary Chorale — Sanctuary Ringers — Chancel Ringers — Praise Team — Dorcas Circle — Jubilant Circle —
Mission Argentina — Sunday School — Club 456 — Cross-Training — H2O — Going
Deeper — Mission Quilt Makers — Mission Bake Sale & Bazaar — Sunshine Circle —
Church Council — EPLC Preschool — Itty Bitty Bible Camp — Prayer Shawl Ministry —
EPLC Book Club — Third Thursday Fellowship — Softball — VBS — Boy Scout Troop
955 — Cub Scout Pack 3792 — Venture Crew 9955 — TOPS — Opera Appreciation —
Community Senior Exercise — The Out and Abouts — AA — Al-Anon — Families
Anonymous — Gambler’s Anonymous — Men’s Breakfast Club — Hungarian Reform
Church — Volleyball — Stephen Ministry — Out and Abouts — AA — Al-Anon — Families Anonymous — Gambler’s Anonymous — Men’s Breakfast Club — Hungarian Reform Church — Volleyball — Church in Society Leadership Team — Growing Team —
- Worship Team — Outreach — Financial Management — Property — Stewardship —
Wellness — Worship Team — Children, Youth & Family — Altar Care — Foundation —
Cherub Choir — Hosanna Choir — Sanctuary Chorale — Sanctuary Ringers — Chancel Ringers — Praise Team — Dorcas Circle — Jubilant Circle — Mission Argentina —
Sunday School — Club 456 — Cross-Training — H2O — Going Deeper — Mission
Quilt Makers — Mission Bake Sale & Bazaar — Sunshine Circle — Church Council —
EPLC Preschool — Itty Bitty Bible Camp — Prayer Shawl Ministry — EPLC Book Club —

WE ARE
EPLC…
Thanks be
to God!

EDISON PARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
6626 North Oliphant Avenue
Chicago, IL 60631
773.631.9131
www.edisonparkchurch.com
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