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2014 Congregational Annual Meeting Agenda
January 25, 2015—
2015—11:30am
Call to Order
Opening Devotion/Visual Review of Ministry
Approval of Minutes
Annual meeting of January 26, 2014
Reports
Pastor’s Report
President of the Congregation – Phyllis Doyle
Tower Project – “Forty-nine Steps” – Vicki Evers, Task Force Chair
Memorial Garden – Denise Janci, Task Force Chair
Membership Statistics – see page 31
Treasurer’s Report – Wayne Ammentorp
Review of Budget Presentation from January 18, 2015 Finance Meeting by Wayne Ammentorp, Treasurer.
SEE PAGES 2727-30 - Green columns in Budget summary are 2014 Financial Report Actual and Budget
Finance Committee – Dirk Ahlbeck, Wayne Ammentorp, Joan Yost, Wayne Oberschelp, Matt Ammentorp, Chair
Discussion
Approval of Budget for 2015
Old Business
New Business
Nominations & Election – Council Members
3 year term
2 year term
1 year term
Bey Gyllstrom*
Wayne Ammentorp*
Werner Calder
Phyllis Doyle*
Wayne Oberschelp*
John Cherry
Vicki Evers
Joan Yost*
Denise Janci
Kevin Burkum
Barb Williams
John Jackson
*on second 3 year term
Motion to approve actions of our 2014 Church Council.
Adjournment/Closing Prayer

Edison Park Lutheran Church
Minutes of the Annual Congregational Meeting
Sunday, January 26, 2014—
2014—11:30 a.m.
Phyllis Doyle, President, called the meeting to order at 11:30. Sixty-two voting members were present at
the start of the meeting.
Pastor Sparby led us in prayer.
Approval of Congregational Meeting Minutes
Motion by Shirley Andersen, second by Barbara Sanders to approve the minutes of the January 27, 2013
annual meeting minutes. Motion passed.
Motion by Jeff Wilk, second by Joyce Weickart to approve the minutes of the June 9, 2013 meeting
minutes. Motion passed.
Reports
All reports were presented in the 2013 Annual Report book. Reports in the 2013 Annual Report:
Rev. Dr. Michael D. Sparby, Senior Pastor; Carole Edwards, Associate in Ministry; Matt Haider, Director of
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Worship and Music; Michael Lyda, Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministry; Jennifer Williams, Preschool Director; Phyllis Doyle, President of the Church Council; Wayne Ammentorp, Treasurer of the
Church Council; Leadership Ministry Area; Stewardship; Worship Ministry Area; Growing Ministry Area;
Outreach Ministry Area; Kitchen Report; Mission Bake Sale and Bazaar Report; Mission Quilters; the Out
and Abouts; Prayer Shawl; Third Thursday Fellowship; Wellness; Sunshine Circle; EPLC Foundation; EPLC
Church Ministry Plan (2014 proposed budget); Benevolence Report; Membership Statistics Report.
The Annual Report book also included a full page bubble chart showing all the Ministry Teams and Task
Forces at EPLC.
In addition to his written report, Pastor Sparby gave an oral report. Highlights included thanks to EPLC’s
excellent staff and to all volunteers who are involved in our ministry.
Phyllis Doyle, President, presented a report. Highlights included thanks to the entire congregation, staff,
the council, and the Foundation.
Wayne Ammentorp, Treasurer, gave an overview of the 2013 Treasurers Report and referred to the 2014
Budget Presentation which Eric Jensen, Financial Management, presented a week prior on January 19.
Since there were no open issues from the Budget Presentation and all presentation slides from that were
in the Annual Report, there was no need to present the ministry plan again at this meeting.
Budget Approval
Motion by Joan Yost, second by John Cherry, to approve the 2014 Ministry Plan as presented. Passed.
Old Business – None.
New Business
Motion by Joe Bartel, second by John Rose to approve the actions of the 2013 Church Council. Passed.
Nominations for Congregational Council were presented on paper ballot:
Three Year Term: Wayne Ammentorp, Wayne Oberschelp, Barb Williams, Joan Yost.
Two Year Term: Werner Calder, Cindy Davies, John Cherry, Denise Janci.
One Year Term: Betty Gyllstrom, John Jackson, Phyllis Doyle, Vicki Evers.
Motion by Barb Sanders, second by Joyce Weickart to accept all nominations by acclimation. Passed.
Motion by John Lund, second by Pam Miller to adjourn. Passed. Meeting adjourned at 11:45.
Wayne Oberschelp, Congregational Secretary

Staff Directory
Judi Eastwood, Parish Administrator
Carole Edwards, Associate in Ministry
Mary Gates, Office, Publications and Preschool Assistant
Matt Haider, Director of Worship and Music
Michael Lyda, Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministries
Julie Payne, Preschool Teacher
Drew Richardson, Technical Arts Director
Rev. Dr. Michael D. Sparby, Senior Pastor
Jennifer Williams, Preschool Director
Phyllis Bober, Beth Burke, David Gates, Mike Lynch, Frank Peters, Custodians
Rev. Kevin Jacobson, Missionary in Suriname
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Staff Reports

Rev. Dr. Michael D. Sparby, Senior Pastor
Dear Friends in Christ,
I want to begin my report this year with thanks to the great staff I
work with at Edison Park. Each one brings gifts that enrich and further our
ministry together. I hope you take time to thank each one. They are a remarkable cadre of gifted folks who are continually going the extra mile for
Edison Park Lutheran Church. God has blessed us, and I am grateful for their partnership in the gospel.
I also lift up, and give thanks for, those who serve in leadership positions throughout the church.
Again, we are blessed to have so many who step up in countless ways to make this congregation vibrant.
They are too numerous to mention here, although their gifts are lifted up throughout this report. Along
those lines, I want to mention the Church Council, and Phyllis Doyle, who has served as congregation
president this past year, and those who serve on the Edison Park Lutheran Church Foundation Board, and
Wayne Oberschelp who has served as president.
It is a privilege and a great joy to reflect on God’s work among us, and in the broader church of
Jesus Christ. Each year as the annual report comes together we are given the opportunity to pause and
look back over another year of grace. The ups and downs of life routinely drive us in many different directions, and it’s easy to feel as though there is no center. In this report, we are
reminded of the center of all that we do together as Edison Park Lutheran
Church, the Metro Chicago Synod, the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (ELCA), and the whole Christian church on earth. I was able to travel with a
mission group from the ELCA in October to visit some of the ministry made
possible in Zimbabwe, Zambia, and Tanzania through our benevolence and
mission offerings. It is amazing to see water projects, clinics and hospitals,
schools, micro loan success stories and all the rest happening in very remote
places in our world.
Jesus set his face toward Jerusalem, and his cross. His steps were steady and unwavering.
In his life he taught us how to live, love, and serve. He walked dusty roads bringing his message of
love to a people who were lost. He sat down with the crowds on hillsides, and spoke to them of God. A
God who blesses: the poor, and those who realize their need for God; those who mourn; those who are

humble; those who hunger and thirst for justice; those who are merciful; those whose hearts are pure;
those who work for peace; and those who are persecuted for doing right. (Matthew 5:35:3-10)
We have a template by which to live, and certainly we fail. But, grace comes to us as we remember
our baptism. For in the water and the word we are made new and receive forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.
In his death Jesus invites us to follow him,
him and bring him to the nations. In Matthew 28:18-20 as
Jesus meets his disciples in Galilee after the resurrection we read: Jesus came and told his disciples, “I have

been given all authority in heaven and on earth. Therefore, go and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Teach these new disciples to obey
all the commands I have given you. And be sure of this: I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
Our mission at Edison Park is: to be a people living, loving, and serving as Jesus did…so that all may
know Him.
Thank you for living out this mission! Your positive passion is a gift beyond measure to this congregation and so many who are in turned blessed in our community, city, and world.
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Carole Edwards, Associate in Ministry
If you’ve ever experienced the loss of someone dear to you, you painfully realize that
tomorrow is not a guarantee for any one of us, whether we’re young or old, healthy
or in failing health. This became even more of a reality in our own church family as
we lost three dear saints between Christmas and New Year’s. But as believers in
Christ, we know that the grave is not the end. The final chapter of our lives is not
failing health and death, but rather the resurrection to life everlasting.
On All Saints Day we read 48 names of those who had died this past year, and had been buried through
the ministry of EPLC. Through all life’s challenges, EPLC remains faithful in being a beacon of light and
hope by proclaiming the love and grace of God to a hurting and broken world.
In my role as Associate in Ministry, much of my time is spent in the area of visitation ministry, visiting with,
and bringing Communion to our hospitalized and homebound members, including those living in nursing
homes, retirement centers, and assisted living facilities. They are comforted and encouraged by our prayers and visits. I respond to emergencies, meet with members going through crisis, families facing end of
life situations and those who are grieving. Other responsibilities include assisting with worship and funeral services, planning and conducting the Annual Pet Blessing, managing the Prayer Chain, working with
the Outreach, Wellness, and Finance teams, contacting prospective members, arranging rides and meals
for members, and working with our seniors.
Since September, a group of us has met for two and half hours every Monday night for Stephen Ministry
training, in a class led by Pastor Curt Gerald. This is a one-to-one caring ministry that is Christ centered and
confidential. If you feel you would benefit from this ministry, please call me and we will assign a Stephen
Minister to you.
In my work as Associate in Ministry, I also serve in the role of business administrator, managing all financial
and business operations of the church. My responsibilities include the daily processing of all income, accounts payable, payroll, and financial reporting. Our credit card and Simply Giving options have been
well received, making it easier than ever to financially support EPLC, even if you’re away. Please contact
me if you need assistance with this giving option.
As we begin another year, look for the reign of God in the unexpected places of your life. Listen to his call
and be faithful to the journey he has set before us. God continues to richly bless the ministry of this congregation and I am blessed to be a part of the ministry team. Thank you for your prayers and support. And thank you to all the volunteers, without whom this church could not carry out the many ministries that take place on a daily basis. It is truly a privilege to serve this congregation. Blessings as we begin
another year of ministry together! Thanks be to God!
Carole Edwards, Associate in Ministry

Matt Haider, Worship and Music Director
Worship is an integral part of our community life here
at Edison Park Lutheran Church. Each week, though at
four different services, we gather together as one body
of Christ. We proclaim our faith through the singing of
hymns and songs. We hear the Word of God through
ancient texts. We share a meal together at the table of Holy Communion. We listen. We respond. We give. We believe.
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Our worship and music ministries constantly strive to bring you vibrant Lutheran worship. Whether from
the roaring sounds of the Schlicker pipe organ, the soulful rock of the contemporary ensemble, or the innocent sounds of our children’s choirs, our worship services are a wonderful, diverse potluck of praise.
Each of our four services offers something different. We work to bring the unchanging Word of God to
you, through different mediums. Something for everyone – so that all will be
able to open their hearts allow the Spirit of God to work through them.
However, none of this would be possible without the volunteers who come
together each week to add an extra sparkle to our worship services. Our music ministry rehearses over 70 people each week. These people take time out
of their busy schedules to come to a weekly rehearsal and services each
week. Each week our worship is festooned with various musical ensembles.
The Cherub and Hosanna choirs have seen significant growth over the year. Combined, these two children’s choirs have 26 children ages three through 10. The Sanctuary choir has welcomed three new members this year, providing weekly anthems at our services. The dynamic duo of the Chancel Ringers or the
larger Jubilee Ringers, ring out the Good News every month. The Praise Ensemble, raises the Sanctuary
roof with their rousing praise anthems. We work to keep worship services fresh and new. A special Thank
You to all of these musicians for their time, dedication and joy!
Throughout 2014, we were blessed by regular guest vocalists and instrumentalists. Jennifer and Bruce
Nelson enrich our worship services with their talents. Jennifer can be seen on a Sunday morning playing
flute, oboe and piano! Bruce’s additions to the hymns on the Euphonium, help raise our voices even more
to the heavens. Synoma Hays along with husband Rich Heath, provide the congregation with special music pieces. These moments allow us to step back in worship and take in all of God’s wonderful gifts provided by two very talent people. We were very excited to welcome Shannon Suty this year as a regular soloist. Shannon has grown up here at Edison Park but this was her first year of doing solo singing. God has
gifted her a fabulous talent, and it will be exciting to see where her music takes her through the years.
Viola Collins-Brown has been with us on numerous occasion. Her soul filled voice has taken our congregations to new places—all while she has been undergoing cancer treatments. God is Good! Thank you to
all of these individuals for bringing our worship services to life each week!
Worship would not happen without the many worship participants who bring
our services to life. Acolytes, lectors, communion assistants, assisting ministers,
and ushers. These positions are integral to our worship life. Without them we
would not hear the Word of God, receive Holy Communion, join our hearts in
prayer or have our offerings received. Thank you to all the worship participants
that provided their time and talents on the weekends.
Under the valiant leadership of Elsie Siewerth, the Altar Care group diligently works to make sure everything is set for Holy Communion each week. They are a group that works behind the scenes but are truly
indispensable. From changing altar paraments to arranging flowers to cleaning the dishes—worship
would not be the same without them. Thank you to Elsie and all the ladies who are a part of Altar Care for
help us celebrate communion each week.
Every Friday morning, a group gathers to sort, collate, stuff and staple our
weekend bulletins. Whether the work is light or overwhelming, they do
their work with a smile and spirit of giving. Thank you to Jane, Mike, Shirley,
Audrey, Barb and Pam for everything you do!
The work of these people, however, would mean nothing without people
in the pews. You are the voice that sings out the Good News. You are the
voice that professes our faith. You are the members of Christ that shares together in the meal. Keep doing what you are doing – being active members
of our worship services. You make everything that we do worth it.
And above all else, keep going God’s way.
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Michael Lyda, Director of Children, Youth and Family Ministry
Below you will find details of the various ministries for children, youth, and families from the
2014 year.
H2O (Humble to One) – Senior High
Our senior high ministry has been growing more consistently over the past year. Over a third of our senior
high core participants in the weekly program are not members of EPLC, but friends or students who heard
we had a solid program and wanted to be a part of the group. Over the past year we have gone to FrightFest at Six Flags, participated in the synod ULTIMATE Lock-In, gone geocaching, served at Feed My Starving Children, and packed for Operation Christmas Child and care packages for our college students, as
well as supported our own sponsor child in Africa, Kachè.
CrossCross-Training (Confirmation) Program:
Our Cross-Training program is smaller this year than in the past which is a result of the amount of students
coming into the program from the 5/6th grade Sunday School class. With 16 7th and 8th grade students in
the program, we are still quite busy! The re:Form curriculum is exciting and engaging, with many of the
students saying it is the highlight of their week. About ¼ of the students are not members of our church
but have heard through the grapevine that the program is engaging for everyone.
A.M.P.E.D. (A Ministry Preparing Everyday Disciples):
This was a summer, weekly youth group for middle school students. It included a popular movie-themed
devotion, games, and dinner. We had a consistent 10-15 students weekly throughout the summer. It was
quite a success and many are excited for next summer!
Club 456:
CLUB 456 is our monthly youth group for the 4-6th grade students. Some of our events this year have included Sky High Sports, Cookie Baking and Delivering, LaserQuest, Party Time Palace, Movies and Games,
Geocaching, and much more! We are currently in the process of reevaluating the program to see if there is
a better time and day for the students to attend.
VeggieTales Movie Nights:
Once a month on a Friday night we have a VeggieTales movie night for all children and families of EPLC
and the community. We watch the film, enjoy snacks that everyone brought, and participate in games and
activities that go along with the movie’s theme. We have also had a few high school leaders assisting this
year, helping to make it an awesome program. Did I mention you get to wear your pajamas?!
Sunday School:
Sunday School has remained a solid program this year, although our numbers did decrease slightly this fall
with the start of fall sports and activities. We used the Spark curriculum for the end of the last programming year, which engages students visually, audibly, and tactically. In the current programming year, we
have been using the “Whirl” curriculum, which has received great feedback from teachers and students
alike. Every Whirl lesson follows a four-part sequence: Welcome, Hear, Respond, and Launch (WHRL!).
Each week, kids and leaders start their time together by identifying where they are in the church year and
watching an animated video to set up the lesson. Next, they dive into the Whirl Story Bible or Whirl NRSV
Bible together, respond to the scripture lesson with creative leaflet activities, and circle up to review the
lesson and pray before being sent out. We have also been teaching the 5/6th class every week again, with
consistently increasing numbers in this class that was once quite small.
Respectfully Submitted,
Michael Lyda, Director of Children, Youth, and Family Ministries
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Jennifer Williams, Preschool Director
Preschool ended the school year of 2013-14 on a great note. We held a fabulous “Preschool Sunday” in late February. Jennifer led the “Mission Moment” at all services. Preschool hosted Coffee
hour and the preschool staff was on hand for an “Open House” tour of the classroom. Many families
attended.
With the assistance of the Preschool Board, we held a successful “Silent Auction” in conjunction with the
Spaghetti dinner. As well as another successful “Plant Sale” in the Spring.
Jennifer facilitated another “Itty Bitty Bible Camp”. We had a total of 26 children enrolled. Mary and Julie
assisted. This custom-designed program focused on readings about WATER in the bible, a story about COLOR and MUSIC. Each topic was a theme for the day. There were crafts, experiments and songs.
The 2014-15 school year is off to a fantastic start! We have a total of 24 students enrolled this year. The
kids are thriving and happy! They love the art materials, classroom toys, games, books and manipulatives.
We hosted “Back to School Night” in September. 95% of parents attended. Here is when I explain the program, procedures etc. I hand out forms and the annual calendar. 2 things were different this year:
1. Michael came, introduced himself and spoke a bit about the Sunday School and other youth
programs held here as well as the chapel sessions we have in class
2. Matt came, introduced himself and spoke about the children’s choir and music programming here
as well as music we do in class
This was extremely beneficial for a few reasons: parents knew the staff their children speak of, it demonstrated a strong team sense of everything we do here and now we have several families enrolled in Sunday
School and Children’s Choir!
Next I asked for volunteers to chair several events/fundraisers held throughout the year. Our first event was
the “Trunk or Treat” held in conjunction with Matt’s Halloween Organ Concert. This was a huge success!
My team personally asked parents and others to decorate cars and join us. We had a parking lot full of attendees, from preschool, church members and neighborhood friends!
This November, Preschool hosted the preschool class from Lutheran Day Nursery. We shared a morning of
Thanksgiving songs, crafts, and made our own pumpkin pudding snacks. I reached out to their Director,
Ms. Doss, at a CLEF dinner last Spring and worked really hard to schedule and plan this day of fellowship.
New this year, Jennifer will be hosting a “Parents Night Out” in January. For a nominal fee parents will drop
their potty-trained children off at our South hall and enjoy an evening out. The kids will have snacks and
enjoy a movie.
Our next event is the Silent Auction to be held in conjunction with the annual Spaghetti Dinner. This enthusiastic team has already been putting ideas together for this. This is a large event and takes a ton of
work so I am glad to have the help this year! I think it is great to join forces when planning these events to
demonstrate the unity here and host multi-generational events. Things for older adults, families and children are fantastic.
Our last event will be the spring Plant Sale, there is a team for this when the time comes. This is a straight
fund raiser for our program and has done well the past 3 years.
January begins registration for next year. I will be attending the Park Ridge Preschool fair. Every year I set
up a booth, bring tons of pictures, brochures and work examples to discuss with prospective parents. The
past 2 years have not been well attended, but I have gotten families to enroll from this event so I will continue to go for certain.
Mary Gates and Julie Payne continue to be wonderful assets to the program. The Preschool board is currently made up of, myself and 3 church members.
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Congregation Reports
Phyllis Doyle, President of Church Council
2014 was another year full of energy and the Spirit. Some of the items the Council worked
on were:

•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•

Salt and light under the direction of Cindy Davies was underway in completing our
goals for the year.
We purchased a new church van to better serve the needs of the congregation. To give
safe passage to our youth as they travelled to conventions and gatherings. Also, it is
much better equipped to handle those who are physically restricted.
Our block party was a success, with a beautiful day to welcome many of our neighbors. Good food,
fellowship and music (with dancing to boot!)
We purchased a defibrillator to be used in case of emergency and 20 people have been trained on its
use.
We have a task force to investigate and make the necessary repairs to the leaky tower. We have been
applying band-aids over the years but are now serious about fixing it once and for all.
We have started an initiative led by the Chicago Metro Synod called “Open Hearts-Open Hands.” The
premise is to make Stewardship a part in all facets of the church life not just a once a year happening.
The Memory Garden on the north side of the church is being considered to be used as a spot to place
ashes of loved ones. The details are being handled by a task force and more details will come later.
In order to be a more welcoming congregation, we will be working on interior signage for the church
building directing people to specific areas of the church.

It has been a pleasure and an honor to serve as President of this congregation and I look for bigger and
better things as we move forward.
Phyllis Doyle
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Wayne Ammentorp, Treasurer of Church Council
I began writing this report after enjoying the Christmas music program and the Christmas
worship services this year. It was truly a joyous holiday season of celebration for the birth
of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. The church was filled with music and the congregation was singing Christmas carols as the year of 2014 came to a close. This year the congregation has answered God’s call to work towards the mission of living, loving and serving as Jesus did. It has been very uplifting to watch and report monthly to you about the
many ministries that are being started and those that have been going strong for many
years. I have said this several times but the generosity of this congregation has helped
many people locally, citywide, nationally and globally.
I have spoken with many fellow congregation members through the last year. I have been given many
suggestions about the financial information and position that I have reported on this year. I will say that I
realize that a congregation does not give to a budget even though the finance committee must report the
budget for the upcoming year. Through our stewardship teachings this year we learned that Paul spoke of
giving joyfully and cheerfully. When we share the blessings that God has given us we are showing our
attitude of gratitude.
In 2014 the Foundation has given the church close to $222,000 including a little more than $60,000 for a
new van to replace the old one. They have been very supportive of the growing mission of the congregation. The 2015 budget has a projected deficit of $190,000. The council and staff have worked very prudently over the last few years to control expenses where we can and inform the congregation of the financial needs of the ministries the church has been called to. The Foundation has requested that we try to cut
the deficit by approximately $70,000 if possible. That will be the mission of the Finance Management Committee and the council. The congregation’s continued support, generosity and prayers will be appreciated.
If there is a particular ministry that you would like to support, your help would be welcome. If there are
any suggestions on how to deal with the deficit we will have in 2015 please don’t hesitate to talk to me.
This is a discussion we will need to have in the upcoming year on many fronts.
In closing I would like to say how proud and blessed I feel to be able to use the gifts I have been given by
the Holy Spirit to further the ministry here at Edison Park Lutheran Church. It is and honor and a pleasure
to serve God and this congregation as the Treasurer.
God Bless the ministry we have at Edison Park Lutheran Church.
Wayne Ammentorp
Treasurer
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The Four EPLC Ministry Areas
Leadership + Worship + Growing + Outreach
Leadership Ministry Area
Do you wish, “Why doesn’t someone do something about…?” We listen to anyone’s concerns and suggestions, and we act on them by finding the right people to connect in solving the problem.
Or do you ever say, “I want to do something about…?” That’s our favorite request. We find opportunities
for anyone who wants to participate in expanding God’s mission through Edison Park Lutheran Church,
whether in a current project or a suggestion for a future project. If you have an idea, just let us know.
Together with three other Ministry Area Teams (Growing, Worship, and Outreach), we celebrate every
ministry area in our congregation, and whoever you are, you are a part of who we are! If you want to see
all that we encourage and support, ask anyone in the church office to give you a “chart of circles” that
show how all the “circles” interrelate with God’s design for our congregation. Here are the circles for
whom we have special joy in celebrating:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Giving ourselves to serve in God’s mission through your congregation (Stewardship)
Caring for the building and grounds, inside and out, as a witness to your faith (Properties)
Helping our congregation and guests discover your passions and gifts (Spiritual Gifts)
Building relationships with you (Communications - including website and publicity)
Sharing what we like in the Chicago area and worldwide (Metro Chicago Synod, ELCA)
Celebrating your generous support (Missions and Benevolence)
Encouraging you to participating in designing the future of your congregation, such as our “Being Salt
and Light” annual goals

2014 Activities - “what we did last year”:
•
•
•
•

Recognized individuals who served God’s mission through Edison Park Lutheran Church
Implemented “All Teams Night” to recognize and celebrate all ministry area teams
Supported the leaders of “Being Salt and Light” congregation renewal
Supported Spiritual Gifts ministry

2015 Goals “how we hope to serve God and other this year”:
•
•
•
•
•

Recognize more people who serve Christ through our congregation
Help integrate goals introduced in Being Salt and Light
Listen to the other three Ministry Area teams to see how we can support them better
Expand “All Teams Night” to share dreams and celebrate new Team members
Support beginning a Leadership Summit within our congregation

We meet as needed. Our next conversation will be “Dream and Plan” - Mon Feb 9, 2015 at 6:30pm. We
invite you. Stop by. We’ll look for you.
Thank you for your prayers for our teams, our staff, and for Edison Park Lutheran Church - Sue Ammentorp, Kathleen Burke, Yanko Jordanof, Marlene Nowakowski, Barbara Smith, Shannon Suty, and Ed
Kruse, Facilitator - ed.kruse39@gmail.com phone 816-806-9170

Property
We on Property are always looking to make the property safer and more accessible to all.
•

This year we installed a new light on the stairs into the south hall, handicap door opener at the ramp
entrance and the family bathroom. All the bathrooms on the lower lever have motion censor lights
13

that stay on for 30 minutes after motion ends. All the exit lights have been changed to LED to help
save on the electric bill and shopping for bulbs that burn out in a month.
•

This year we had concrete repaired at the steps off the sacristy, steps at the front entrance to church
and the area at the ramp.

•

The back door and frame were painted, new glass was installed in that door, the stage door was also
painted and the frame around the preschool entrance was scraped and painted, all by Russ Hammer.

•

We are looking to change all the fixtures in the lower level of the church to again save on the electric
bill. The Electric Company works with our type of facility to bring us up to date. We will have an assessment of our facility to see if some of this can be gotten for free. Wish us luck!

•

When the deck at the senior pastors’ house was removed they found a slab that is now being use instead of installing a new deck.

•

All the windows (138) in the office area were washed in/out; the carpets in the N. Hall, Nordblad Atrium and the Narthex along with all the halls attached were cleaned. This is to be an ongoing task.

•

The narthex had a wall area that needed work that was done this summer.

I’m sure I have forgotten something but this gives you an Idea of what we have been doing this past year.
There is more to come.
Jay Wierz is trying to brighten the stairs at the front entrance by using “Wet & Forget”, if this doesn’t work
the next thing is steam cleaning.
Property Task Force: Don Johnson, Paul Specialle, Duane Smart & Barbara Smith, Chairperson

Stewardship
Curt Gerald led our Stewardship emphasis this year, Faith promises were received on Commitment Weekend. Cards will not be opened, but returned to people in September 2015. A coffeehouse. Was enjoyed
and this year two movies were played during the coffeehouse where tea, sweets, fruit, cheese and apple
cider were served. The movies highlighted the Hunger Bowl, the event where we reached out and
helped others and the Block Party Picnic, where we gathered our neighbors and our church community. Both movies photographed and produced by Joan ran all during the coffeehouse. A BIG THANK YOU
TO : Curt Gerald, Deanna Jordan, Carol Ann Wierz, Jay Weirz, Matt Haider, Pastor Sparby Joan Yost chair.

Worship Ministry Area
Team members include: Matt Haider, Joe Bartel Jr, Gary Berg, Cindy Davies, John Jackson, Jan
Wojciechowski
Jan Wojciechowski continued as Chairperson and Joe Bartel Jr. as Secretary.
The purpose of the team continues to be to provide support, ideas, and growth to the worship life of the
church, including music, cultural activities and worship services.
•
•

•
•

•

The 2014 Hunger Bowl was a huge success, both in terms of participants and food/money raised. It
will be scheduled for 2015 as another fundraiser event.
Our Ash Wednesday and Evening Lenten Services and Concert Series were well received. This year
actors and musicians, under the direction of Synoma Hays, provided our Evening Lenten Services with
dramatic reeanctments from the musical, Jesus Christ Superstar. We also distributed Ashes at the Edison Park Train Station. The morning commute timeframe was the most successful.
The Lenten Cantata was also a big hit, with the Sanctuary Choir and Chamber Orchestra participating.
We hosted the Lenten Art Gallery, with the theme being “The Art of the Cross”. Many members lent
their crosses for this display. There was an opening reception with wine, cheese and a pastoral blessing.
Our Block Party was considered a success, with a number of Teams working on it.
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•
•
•

•
•
•

•
•

The Music Ministry Bake Sale was a great success and include 40 “Buckles” available for sale.
Our Fall theme was the “Unstuck” series, which ended with Dedication Weekend on October 18th
and 19th.
In October, our favorite Organist once again entertained children of all ages with a Spooky Halloween Concert, with Trunks and Treats immediately following. There were a large number of children
present, many in costume.
Christ the King Sunday included the singing of Hallelujah Chorus.
The Thanksgiving Day service was moved to 9:00, to avoid conflict with the Turkey Trot.
On December 7, the Christmas Concert/Pageant was held. It was a meaningful event for both young
and old. We also hosted a Fair Trade Trunk Sale and Ruckus items for sale in Nordblad Hall before
and after the concert.
We continued the same format for the Christmas Eve and Christmas Day services. All were well attended. The last Sunday of the month was one service of Lessons and Carols.
Finally, the New Year’s Eve service and dinner are being held once again this year.

Respectfully submitted,
Jan Wojciechowski

Growing Ministry Area
Happy 2014 from the Growing Team!
The Growing Team at EPLC continues to strive for innovative ideas, both small and big, to grow our
church and share God’s ministry. We try to think of the needs of all our members and create opportunities for faith, fellowship and growth. We continue to meet quarterly and welcome visitors to our meetings!
Our Preschool is thriving and is a wonderful outreach to Edison Park. There are 24 students who are
happy and wonderful learners. Led by Jennifer Williams, the children are learning about God and creation, playing and sharing with one another and are getting prepared for kindergarten. Jennifer continued her Itty Bitty Camp this past summer and will continue it again in 2015. The Trunk or Treat event in
the fall had over 100 people in attendance and the Sunday School Spaghetti Dinner will feature a Silent
Auction benefitting the Preschool this February. Registration for Fall 2015 will begin in January.
Our youth director Michael Lyda continues to support our Splash program, another outreach for babies
baptized at EPLC. It is a monthly/seasonal packet that is sent to their home, sharing God’s word. VBS
took a hiatus this past summer. Enrollment was low so we felt that a break might be a good thing to regroup for next year. We are exploring different options for scheduling as well as programming and are
hopeful that perhaps an interested member might step up to assist in organizing and perhaps running
VBS in Summer 2015.
The High School Youth Group went to Nashville this past June. The group participated in a variety of
new experiences as well as volunteered with children and seniors. They worshipped in a Baptist church
and made many meaningful friendships. They are planning for the National Gathering in Detroit this
July 2015.
Sunday School is going really well. The curriculum is great for the students and the teachers alike. The
Christmas Program was on December 14 and highlighted readings and symbols of Christmas. They are
planning for their annual Spaghetti Dinner on February 28,2015-mark your calendars to attend!
Confirmation is also going really well with 15-20 students each Wednesday. Senior High has two opportunities to meet – Tuesday evenings and Sunday Noon Bible study. Both are going great.
The Blackberry Bush tied up this year after the three-semester coursework. What a fulfilling experience to
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those who attended. We look forward to more ideas for Adult Education opportunities.
We all wish you a Blessed Holiday and New Year ahead,
Werner Calder, John Cherry, Kathie Houck, Michael Lyda, Jennifer Williams and Cheryl Perschke

Outreach Ministry Area
2014 Outreach Team Members: Kathy Erlandson (chair), Betty Gyllstrom and Barb Williams, (council
liasons) Laura Johnson, Pam Miller, Pastor Sparby
On any given night during the week, Edison Park Lutheran Church is quite a bustling place! The church’s
facilities are open to the Cub Scouts, Boy Scouts, Venture Crew, Alcoholics Anonymous, Al-Anon, Families
Anonymous, and Gamblers Anonymous. On the weekends, the area restaurants use the parking lot for
valet parking. We also share our worship space with the Hungarian Assembly on Sundays. Allowing our
space to be available to community groups makes a strong statement that we value our community and
are an integral part of the Edison Park neighborhood.
A great deal of thanks is owed to the people listed above who have served on the Outreach Team. There
is much behind the scenes work that people tirelessly carry out! These people are graciously sharing their
spiritual gifts to support the mission of EPLC: “To be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did...so
that all may know Him.” We are blessed to have them serving in our midst!
However, the Outreach Team members are involved in only a portion of this important work that Edison
Park Lutheran Church carries out. Therefore, I’d like to acknowledge all of the “reaching out” that extends
within the walls of EPLC and beyond.
We support Kevin Jacobson, missionary in Suriname, and the Young Adult Global Missionaries in South
Africa, our sister synod, with a portion of your donations.
In February, there was an overwhelming response to our first Hunger Bowl, held across the street at the
EPI lanes, with proceeds benefitting New Hope Food Pantry. An Easter Egg Hunt was held for the community, with treats for the adults and kids. The sanctuary was, once again, a venue for Mr. Matt’s Tricks
and Treats with Mighty Organ, complete with a costume parade and finishing with Trunk or Treating in
the parking lot. Pies were baked over the span of several months for the anxiously awaited Mini-Bazaar,
hosted the weekend before Thanksgiving, which makes available those pies, along with craft items, butter
cookies, and other delicacies to benefit a variety of charities. On December 7th, the community was invited to our first Christmas Festival, featuring the handbells, instrumentalists, choir with guest soloists, and a
youth re-enactment of the Christmas story. A free-will donation was taken to benefit the New Hope Food
Pantry.
The Wellness Task Force continues their service to our members with blood pressure checks and wellness
screenings, as well as visiting shut-ins. The Lutheran Day Nursery has been supported with Christmas gifts
from congregants. A small group of faithful volunteers deliver food, which members add to our shopping
carts regularly, and also help out at the New Hope Food Pantry. There is a prayer chain whose members
faithfully pray for those near and dear to us who are going through difficult times. Prayer shawls are
made for those with extended illnesses or hospital stays.
Funeral lunches are prepared for those who have lost family members, offering them one less thing to
worry about during a difficult time. Cards are sent to those who are grieving the loss of a relative or may
be celebrating a special event in their lives. Those who have lost loved ones both in the church and the
community are welcomed to hold their funerals at EPLC.
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Beautiful quilts, truly labors of love, are created every other Friday morning. and then donated in the autumn to areas around the globe. An annual Pet Blessing, held during the fall in Monument Park, is attended by many in the community.
Movie nights, game nights, book club gatherings, Third Thursday luncheons, the Men’s Saturday breakfasts, weekly Volleyball on Tuesday nights at Redeemer Church, and the “Out and Abouts” excursions are
held to offer fellowship for those with common interests. Coffee hours are held between services each
Sunday.
It may appear that there’s not much left for the Outreach Team to do after all of that, but there are a few
causes that we oversee. A number of us participated in the Chicago Food Depository’s 29th Annual Hunger Walk at the lake on July 31st. Some of our members accompany the New Hope volunteers to the CFD
once a month. EPLC provided a water/snack stop for the NW Side Hunger Walkers on September 14th.
There is a group of dedicated, retired folks who visit Holy Family School in the North Lawndale community, once a week to help with tutoring and library tasks. As in years past, school supplies were collected for
the students, and “Bucks for Books”, an effort that, for the second year, raised money to purchase textbooks for Holy Family middle schoolers. We also collected 80 Christmas gifts for Little Learner’s Academy
at the school.
Following last year’s 25th anniversary of ELCA, emphasizing God’s Work, Our Hands, the synod decided
to keep a good thing going and invited congregations to again participate in this effort. On the weekend
of September 6 - 7, EPLC provided three ways for people to participate: A goods collection for care packages and visit to Phil’s Friends in Roselle, which is a support group for cancer patients, communicating on
a regular basis with the YAGM’s in South Africa, or making/delivering lunches to Chicago’s homeless.
The past year saw our relationship with San Lucas Church/School continue to grow with a second visit to
Argentina by a group of seven from EPLC last May, and a visit by Gustavo LoSchavo, a high school English
teacher at San Lucas School. (See Mission Argentina report for more details.)
We offered two opportunities for small groups to gather in members’ homes for a potluck dinner and
timely Bible study. Look for another offering to be held during Lent.
A mini-bazaar was held to sell wares which benefitted two different groups: Global Handmade Hope, aiding the Kenya Sewing Project, and Ruckus brand projects, created by the youth of Concordia Place with
proceeds benefitting the Sprouting-Out Mission at Concordia Lutheran Church.
A group of six members have participated in the Lutheran Early Response Team’s training and are in the
process of collecting supplies that would be useful, should an emergency arise in our community or neighboring cities. Many of the LERT members were instrumental in providing assistance after the Washington,
IL tornadoes of last year.
Household items were collected in September for Refugee One, an organization that resettles hundreds of
refugees from around the world who are fleeing war, persecution, violence, or genocide. In October/
November, coats were collected.
A special collection was held again in the fall, and you responded to the ELCA Malaria Campaign to help
purchase mosquito nets, impacting many lives in the country of Namibia, in SW Africa.
Other events that have been maintained from previous years, (with help from many!) included the Edison
Park Fest Ice Cream Social, the Neighborhood Block Party, and St. Luke’s Sunday Suppers. The Mitten Tree
was set-up to collect cold weather accessories for those at the food pantry, and poinsettias/Easter lilies
were distributed to shut-ins.
Pastor Scott Johnson will offer a Grief Recovery and Loss Class, again, in January, after being very wellreceived in September of 2013.
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So, where do we focus our efforts in the future? Below are some of the Salt and Light Goals that are related to Outreach for 2015, as recommended by the congregation. Do any speak to your passion? How
might God be calling you?
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Serve and support veterans.
Continue and increase our attention, passion and action to care for the hungry and poor.
Support an abused women’s shelter.
Continue to expand our Argentina Partner Congregation relationship with San Lucas Congregation
and School.
Support micro-loans which allow the poor in many countries to begin small businesses which then
support their families.
Build up our intergenerational and community events throughout the year.
Intentionally and systematically create and implement an extensive plan for Hospitality.

I felt the need to recap all of the ways we reach out to others (I’m sure I’ve probably missed some!), because there are so many awesome ways that we are making a difference! You have truly taken your baptismal promise seriously: Matthew 5:16 - Let your light so shine before others, that they may see your
good works, and glorify your Father which is in heaven.
I will be stepping down as the team’s chair after serving for the past three years. I’ve been humbled by
your overwhelming generosity, willingness to serve, and caring hearts. It was an honor to have the opportunity to serve in this
capacity.
Respectfully submitted,
Kathy Erlandson

Mission Bake Sale and Bazaar
The mission bakers started making pies in early September with peach and cherry as the first pies. We also
made blueberry, apple and mince meat & pumpkin pies. We had an average of 15 helpers each of the 6
sessions. Each person took a job in the process and with that kind of work force we were able to make
232 pies, large and small, this year.
Dorcas Circle donated toward the Scandinavian bake goods. The Rybak family donated to the cherry pies
and the Smiths to the apple pies, with cash from others for our efforts.
LaVerne Myers and Sheri Sears sold hand-made craft; Lois Johnson made soup in a jar to sell.
Lynda Hartwig and Jane Hammer headed up the cookie table with 68 1-lbs baskets & 12 ½ lbs trays of
butter cookies made by the congregation and packed in card baskets made by LaVerne Myers and Cornelia McLean. We had a verity of plates and containers of other goodies, also home-made. We had lemon
meringue pies made by Jane Hammer and Rosettes by John Leibrock.
Our workers this year were - Lynda Hartwig, Jane Hammer, Beverley Brumm, Carol Wierz, Jay Wierz,
LaVerne Myers, Alice Rybak, Duane Smart, Bryan Smart, Dave Davies, Lois Johnson, Jan Page, Cornelia
McLean, Lenora Schafer, Nell Thyssen from New Hope Food Pantry, Jerry Rumsfield, Deanna Evers, Marilyn Cook, Barbara Williams and Barbara Smith (shopper).
The sale netted $3,715 including $1,000.00 matched by Thrivent for a total of $4,715.00
With the help of those involved, Lynda and I sent the funds as follows; $1,200 to Good Gifts plus
$1,000.00 for 3 “Family Farms”, at $715 each, $500 to New Hope Food Pantry, $800.00 to Missionary Kevin Jacobson, $500.00 to Good Samaritan Quilt Plaza to help with shipping of the quilts.
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We had after sale sales totaling $116 that will be used to buy supplies for the 2015 sale.
From all who worked on the pies, cookies, and crafts,
“THANK YOU!”
B. Smith, Coordinator

Mission Quilters
The year began the first week in October, 2013, with new enthusiasm to do it again. We completed 151
quilts at 23 meetings this year. We continued our new tradition in that we give a quilt to all graduating
high school students, there were 11 this year. Thanks to Michael Lyda.
We meet the first and third Friday of the month year round, weather permitting, from 9am until 12 noon
or when you need to leave. There is coffee and, at each meeting witha little business talk but mostly good
fellowship.
We have anywhere from 5 to 14 quilters on any given Friday. There is a job for all. Some of the jobs can
be done at home, check with a quilter if there is something you would like to do at home. You don’t need
to know how to sew, just tie a knot or cut a square. All are welcome.
We sent 24 boxes of quilts, four boxes of blankets and one baby blanket to Messiah Lutheran in Park
Ridge, for the National In Gathering by Gary Duszak, Russ Hammer and Jane Hammer. We also gave 7
quilt on loan to the play “7 Brides for 7 Brothers” to be raffled off at the end of the play. We received
$130.00 for the quilts raffled off.
Our quilters for the year were, Alice Rybak, LaVerne Myers, Lynda Hartwig, Joyce Weickart, Lois Johnson,
Sheri Sears, Sharon Sawusch, Cornelia McLean, Lynett Iglehart, Nell Thyssen, Jane Hammer, Denise Janci &
Eileen Gerald, with visits from Lynn Bimmerle and Marilyn Baalson
Thank you to all who donated material of all kinds.
Coordinator
B.A. Smith

Wellness
Health and Wellness Promotion
•
•
•

Flu shots were provided this Fall to 42 people.
Health and wellness screening was offered, with 22 people participating
Sunday morning blood pressure checks continue to be held.

Member Care
•
•
•
•
•
•

Care bear ministry to persons homebound, hospitalized, and in long term care facilities
The “Friendly Visitor Program” continues to help in establishing visitors to the shut-ins of the
church
The “Healing Meals Program” offers meals for members who might be in need for various reasons
Prayer Shawl ministry is under the Wellness Committee
Serve as “Funeral Assistant” for all funerals at the church
The “Keepsakes for Christ” is a ministry to help provide small tokens to be left with the shut-ins
when visited by Diaconal Minister or members of the committee. This year Jane Hammar and
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•

Jacquie Hartmann visited 39 people in “well checks,” just to let the members know that they are
being thought of.
Host educational forums for the congregation and community.

Members include: Debbie Cook, Jane Hammar, Jacquie Hartmann, Lynda Hartwig, Marilyn Keller and Kim
Piskorowski.

Prayer Shawl
The prayer shawl ministry has completed its 6th year, as the shawls are made, the knitters pray for the recipient. Upon completion the shawl is blessed and given to an individual who is ill or under some duress.
The shawl is a tangible gift of God’s love. Prayer for peace, healing and “hugs from God” are felt by the
recipient.
We meet the second Wednesday of each month at 1:00 p.m., in the North Hall. At each meeting we knit
and talk about our month and prayer concerns. Any newly completed shawls are blessed and held until
there is a request for one. This year there were 21 baptismal blankets, 1 child’s blanket and 6 shawls given.
The shawls are not sold, but donations are accepted to defray the cost of the yarn. To all who have generously given funds and yarn, we “Thank you”!
Our contributors are, Karen Waltz, Sharon Sawusch, Shirley Skopick, Marilyn Baalson, and Barbara Smith.
Respectfully submitted,
Barbara Smith, Knitter

Mission Argentina
Our Partner Congregation - San Lucas, in Grand Bourg, Argentina
“As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, continue to live your lives in him, rooted and built
up in him and established in the faith.”
Colossians 2:6–7a.
The past year saw our relationship with San Lucas Church/School in the province of Buenos Aires, Argentina, continue to blossom with a second visit to Argentina by a group of seven from EPLC last May: Pastor
Sparby, Betty Gyllstrom, Matt Haider, LaVerne Meyers, Pam Miller, and Bruce and Jennifer Nelson. Quilting was taught and quilts were exchanged, along with cooking, worshipping, making music, and laboring
together at a special needs camp in the area. Team building discussions took place between our groups
regarding ways in which to strengthen the partnership. A favorite event was the cultural exchange,
where dancing and music were shared. Tango music and dance were shared by San Lucas parishioners,
while marching to John Philip Sousa was a highlight from the Americans!
A day was spent at San Lucas School, meeting teachers and students eager to practice their English. The
high school students enjoyed the opportunity to speak English with the visitors and the group heard reports from the middle school students on the highlights of their cultural exchange with students at Lutheran Unity. The school choir sounded angelic as they presented some beautiful hymns for the group.
Time for sightseeing in Buenos Aires and a ferry ride to Uruguay was planned for the end of the trip, with
some of the highlights being visits to the Recoleta Street Market and Cemetery, visiting the city square in
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Buenos Aires, shopping on Florida Street, and visiting the Church of San Jose de Flores, which was the
childhood church of Pope Francis.
A communal cookbook with recipes from both EPLC and San Lucas is in the works, since meal sharing
was such an integral part of the visit. We are also planning to periodically bring together the preschoolers
of both San Lucas and EPLC, via Skype. The first Skype session between the preschools was held in October, and was a great success! Between introductions, reading stories and singing songs, the preschoolers
from both schools are anxiously awaiting round two! Discussion also took place regarding the creation of
a CD. Music from both church groups would be put together on one CD to be distributed at the churches.
The group was grateful for the opportunity to travel to Argentina and continue the relationship building
process with San Lucas. A mission trip such as this is life-changing, creating fond memories of new friends,
meaningful exchanges, meals shared, and opportunities to walk alongside our brothers and sisters in
Christ. Pastor Eva was a gracious host and we thank her for her hospitality and willingness to accompany
Edison Park as we work together in our common mission to share the love of Christ.
In October, EPLC was visited by Gustavo LoSchavo, a high school English teacher at San Lucas School.
Gustavo is in the process of creating a project to connect Luther North HS with San Lucas in order to build
relationships and practice their English/Spanish speaking and writing skills. Gustavo visited Lutheran Unity Campuses, met with teachers there and brought greetings from the students in Argentina. (A program
has already been in place for a year with the Lutheran Unity Elementary Campus and is going very well!)
While visiting EPLC, Gustavo was treated to some downtown sightseeing, shopping, a pre-season Bull’s
game, and meal sharing with several members. A big thanks goes out to those all who helped to welcome Gustavo during his visit!
We also want thank the congregation for your continued commitment to this global partnership, through
your support and your prayers. We have been truly blessed to have the opportunity to get to know our
Argentine brothers and sisters in Christ, and look forward to many more meaningful exchanges in the future.
Submitted by, Kathy Erlandson

Sunshine Circle
Through the year 2014, Diane Snook and Francine Byrnes addressed and wrote notes for our parishioners
who were 75 years and older. We usually met at the end of each preceding month.
The church has supplied us with postage and we assumed the cost of the cards. Get Well and sympathy
cards are also sent. A thank you note was sent to Ray Sawusch in October for a $25.00 donation he wrote
to the church.
At the end of 2013, we had 50 stamps on hand—@ .46 at a cost of $23.00.
We received 3 rolls of stamps as follows::
Dec. 30 @ .46
June @ .49
Nov. 7 @ .49
The cost of stamps

100
100
100

$ 46.00
$ 49.00
$ 49.00
$144.00
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Cards sent in 2014:
Birthdays
Get Well
Sympathy
Miscellaneous

133
106
41
4

Total cards sent

284

Total number of cards purchased was 150 at a cost of $75.80.
Respectfully submitted,
Diane Snook & Francine Byrnes

Boy Scout Troop 955
Troop 955 has had an exciting and eventful year. We have increased our membership and are now one of
the largest, if not the largest, Troop in the Chicago Area Council. Of course, we have a camp out at least
once per month and other outings as well.
The Troop had a sizable contingent attend summer camp this summer and developed lots of smiles, a
bunch of merit badges and a great deal of self reliance.
We then took 32 boys on an action packed 11 day journey we called the “Summer Adventure”. Our first
stop was Mammoth Cave in Kentucky. Travelling on, we walked a section of the Appalachian Trail in Great
Smokey Mountain National Park. After driving to Charleston, SC we spent two nights on the aircraft carrier
USS Yorktown, visited Fort Sumter, toured the Congressional Medal of Honor Museum, the destroyer Laffey and more.
On to Williamsburg, Virginia where many scouts served as spies for General Washington and the entire
troop joined the Colonial Army ($10.00, ONE uniform and 40 acres of land at war’s end for pay). The
scouts learned how books were bound in 1776, watched blacksmiths in action, and visited the Virginia
House of Burgesses and much, much more. This part of their history lesson complete we proceeded to
Washington, DC and toured sites around the Capital Mall.
After getting a small taste of Washington we drove on to West Virginia and whitewater rafted the New
River, 2nd oldest river on earth. Class 3 to class 5 rapids gave us lots of fun and challenge and the scouts
came away with a whole new appreciation of nature.
After rafting we decided to have a little more fun and stopped off at Cedar Point Amusement Park in
Sandusky, Ohio. Worn out by water slides and roller coasters, we headed for Chicago capping our 3000mile journey.
The fall saw more camping and fun along with our Turkey-in-a-garbage-can cookout and more. It has
been a great year.
We will be starting 2015 with a ski outing and an Eagle Ceremony honoring our four most recent Eagle
Scouts.
None of this would have been possible without the outstanding support of the members of the Edison
Park Lutheran Church. Thanks to you we are able to provide an active program and help young men develop into top-notch citizens, leaders and men of character. Thank you.
Yours in Scouting, Ray Gawne, Scoutmaster
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Venture Crew 9955
Crew Advisor:
Crew Chairman:
President:
Secretary:
Quartermaster:
Members:

Janice Meintzer
Val Mertens
Jaxon Lewandowski
Jennifer Kostecki
Tyler Knorowski
Alexis Garcia
Ray Garcia
Amanda Grau

JMeintzer25@gmail.com

Crew 9955 began the summer of 2013 by attending the National Scout Jamboree at the Summit Bechtel
Reserve in Mount Hope, West Virginia. We left Chicago on July 15th and returned on July 24th. We were
among 40,000 Scouts participating in 9 days of hiking, shooting, biking, ATVing, whitewater rafting, climbing, zip-lining and much more. The Venturer's engaged in many other activities that encouraged learning about new cultures, diversity among scouts; fostered teamwork, leadership skills and friendships that
will continue for years to come.
Upon our return we began several fundraising campaigns, the first being a garage sale in the parking lot
of the church. We followed the garage sale with ‘World’s Finest Chocolates’ and a ‘Falltember Fest’ on
November 10th where we offered bratwurst, sauerkraut, german potato salad and apple strudel to those
that came out to support us. We would like to thank the members of the church that donated items for
our garage sale and those that came out for a hearty german-style lunch.
One of our fall activities was apple picking at an orchard in northern Illinois where we picked apples to
make the strudel for our fundraiser. We went hiking at Chain of Lakes State Park, skiing at Little Switzerland and jumped ‘Sky-High’ several times. As a Crew, we participated in ‘Christmas Tree Ship’, staying
overnight aboard a coast guard cutter and unloading Christmas trees for needy families in the Chicagoland area. We enjoyed planting flowers and raking and cleaning the church grounds. In the past four
months, we have gone on 4-10 mile hikes through a number of Forest preserves in suburban Cook, DuPage and Lake Counties.
In 2014, the Boy Scouts of America made many changes to the Venturing program. As a Crew, we look
forward to new awards and new adventures…January 2015 brings re-chartering of our organization and
we will be electing new officers in the next several weeks.
We meet every other Tuesday at 7pm in the Church Hall. We encourage any youth ages 14-20 to come
see what Venturing has to offer. As Venturing is led by the youth we welcome new members and the
ideas they bring to our group. All are welcome to ‘Join the Adventure’.

Cub Scout Pack 3792
Cub Scout Pack 3792 had another great and successful year in 2014, thanks largely in part to the great
support from Edison Park Lutheran Church, Pastor Sparby and Judi Eastwood.
We started the year with our annual Pinewood Derby in January. This is always a great time and it seems
that the cars get faster and faster each year.
Next we headed off to our annual winter sleepover which was at the Adler Planetarium in February. The
scouts and their parents had an evening filled with the exploration of outer space. It was out of this
world!
In March we conducted our annual crossover for the Webelos scouts who left the Pack to begin their journey into Boy Scouts. As these boys moved on, so did their parents. As a result, we lost some great adult
leaders. Most notable was our Assistant Cubmaster Mike McDermott, who had given so much of his time
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and energy in making Cub Scout pack 3792 successful. Without people like Mike our pack would not exist.
Thank you Mike! We wish you and all those moving on the best!
In April we had our annual Raingutter Regatta. This is another fun filled activity for the scouts. Even with
all the water we managed to stay afloat!
At the beginning of June, the scouts spent the weekend at Camp MacLean in Burlingame, Wisconsin. This
has been a great annual outing for us since former Cubmaster Jim Sharp started it years ago. There are
many activities that the scouts can participate in, such as archery, fishing, rowing, canoeing, as well as
climbing the rock wall or taking a ride on a zip line.
As always summer came and passed by quickly. With the end of summer comes the start of a new school
year as well as a new Cub Scout year. We have a great new group of eager tiger cubs as well as parents
willing to volunteer the time and effort to make our pack great.
In September the pack went tent camping at Cantigny Park in Wheaton. We could not have asked for a
nicer weekend. The scouts spent the day exploring the grounds and the war museum and climbing on the
tanks. The Webelos prepared and cooked dinner for the pack as part of one of their achievements. It
turned out pretty darn good, considering it was the first time cooking for many of the scouts. I am sure
their mothers are more than willing to let them help out in the kitchen to get better.
In October the pack went to the Boy Scout haunted house in Des Plaines for the first time. It was pretty
scary but the scouts had a great time!
In November the pack made Christmas cards in preparation for their annual caroling visit with the residents at Norwood Crossing in December. This is part of our annual public service project.
In early December the pack participated in the Chicago Boy Scout Council’s annual food drive for the
Greater Chicago Food Depository. It gives the scouts an opportunity to meet members of our community
as they ask for donations for those less fortunate.
Just before Christmas, the pack had its annual caroling event at Norwood Crossing nursing home. The
scouts practiced several favorite Christmas songs at the November and December pack meetings. Then on
the Saturday before Christmas, they sang to many of residents in their meeting room as well as walking
through the halls and singing to those who were not able to leave their beds. The scouts also handed out
the Christmas cards they had made in November. I was extremely proud of the scouts for the joy and
Christmas spirit they spread that day.
That brings us to the end of another successful year and prospect of a year filled with new fun activities,
outings and adventures for the scouts. As always we love to have you join us. If you would like more information on join Cub Scouts feel free to email us at Pack3792@att.net or Call Bob Bartlett (773) 294-4706.
Thank You, Bob Bartlett, Cubmaster
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EDISON PARK LUTHERAN CHURCH FOUNDATION, INC.
2014 ANNUAL REPORT
Mission: To support the mission of Edison Park Lutheran Church in a lifelife-giving way
The Foundation was incorporated nearly fifty years ago. The purpose of the Foundation is to accumulate
gifts, invest those gifts and use the income earned to assist the ministry of EPLC at a time of financial need.
We have worked to help EPLC to be a people living, loving and serving as Jesus did…so that all may know
him.
The current asset value of the Foundation is over $2,600,000. Since its inception, the Foundation has given over $1,800,000 to EPLC. $450,000 of that was gifted in the last three years. At no time were these
gifts given with the Foundation directing how they were to be used, but rather they were given to the
Church to be used as the Congregational Council determined.
Even though the Foundation is doing a good job maintaining its portfolio, it is conceivable that the Foundation’s monies could decrease significantly. As fellow members of the Church, it is our hope that we can
all reflect and pray about our ability and responsibility to the stewardship of the Church. The less dependent the Church is on the Foundation, the better the Foundation can maintain its portfolio for the future.
This would offer more opportunity for the Foundation to assist with Life Giving programs that would bring
life and growth to the Church. We believe that EPLC is a Spirit filled and healthy Congregation which has
the ability to meet its financial challenges.
Thanks to ongoing support and gifting to the Foundation, an outstanding Board of Directors and an investment strategy that has yielded a good return, our earnings on investments helped us replace over
80% of the $222,000 we gifted the Church during 2014. That said, it appears that the current gift rate is
not sustainable long term. If EPLC continues to request funds at the current rate, the Foundation’s ability
to help EPLC in the future could be severely limited.
Our bylaws specify that we follow prudent business practices. These safeguards must be followed without fail. Accurate accounting and transparency is required.
The Foundation shall have an annual review of the financial records. This review shall
be performed by an independent licensed accounting firm.
A detailed list of all holdings must be presented at each regular Board of Directors meeting and be available to all members of the Foundation upon request.
Each disbursement must be signed by at least two Foundation officers.
The Foundation provides a free annual subscription to any member of EPLC who wishes to receive the
ELCA magazine, “The Lutheran”. Families with children can request the publication, “Little Lutheran”. Contact the Church office if you would like to receive either of these publications.
In 2014 the Foundation sponsored a Senior Luncheon and will be doing the same in 2015.
This past year those serving as Foundation Directors were: Dirk Ahlbeck, Dale Ammentorp, Joe Bartel Sr.,
Barry Bleeker, Gary Duszak, Kurt Gustafson, Monica Hemm, Wayne Oberschelp, Laura Rinard, Alice Rybak,
Klay Schmeisser and Jeff Wilk. Pastor Sparby attends the meetings as an ex-officio member.
If you would like any more information about the Foundation, its holdings or practices, please contact a
Foundation Director.
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If you wish to give a gift to the Foundation as an honorarium or memorial, or put the Foundation into
your estate plan, you will be putting in place a “Perpetual Faith Legacy “. As long as possible, the Foundation will only expend monies from income and when that is no longer possible, the principal could be
used.
Respectfully submitted,
Wayne Oberschelp, President

The Church's One Foundation
The church's one foundation is Jesus Christ, her Lord;
she is his new creation by water and the word.
From heav'n he came and sought her to be his holy bride;
with his own blood he bought her, and for her life he died.
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Edison Park Lutheran Church Ministry Plan
2009 - 2014 Actual Income and Expenses
2014 Budget

Finalized

2015 Proposed Budget

Actuals
2009

2010

$ 383,774
$ 114,352
$
$ 27,885
$
$
$ 526,011

$ 382,112
$ 94,969
$
$ 23,551
$ 60,000
$
$ 560,632

1/13/2015

Budgets

2011

2012

2013

$ 421,425
$ 44,754
$
$ 48,402
$ 143,300
$
$ 657,880

$ 439,960
$ 45,466
$ 14,965
$ 57,360
$ 86,000
$
$ 643,751

2014

2014

2015

Income
Genl/Fest Giving
*Other Income
Memorials Transferred
Preschool Income
Foundation
Foundation-New Van
Total Income

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

378,757
33,944
33,293
167,500
613,493

$
$
$
$
$
$

434,040
49,750
9,054
56,560
160,000
61,919
$771,322

$
$
$
$
$
$
$

461,958
33,738
55,000
550,696

$ 461,958
$ 40,000
$
$ 55,000
$
$
$ 556,958

*Includes Estate gifts, Program income, building usage

Expenses
Salaries
Benefits
Salaries & Benefits
Total

$ 318,232 $ 325,088 $ 295,307 $ 309,059 $ 327,350
$ 68,696 $ 80,343 $ 85,399 $ 76,527 $
84,389

$ 342,655
$ 80,912

$ 340,244 $ 350,417
$ 88,402 $ 91,000

$ 386,928

$ 405,431

$ 380,706

$ 385,586

$ 411,739

$ 423,567

$ 428,646

$ 441,417

$
$
$
$

168
1,611
1,809
572

$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$

$

- $
4,160 $

- $
- $
7,895 $ 20,196 $

- $
10,241 $

10,916
19,145

7,046
1,930
6,357
15,333

6,491
1,695
3,566
11,752

7,353
2,186
8,661
18,200

9,379 $
1,875 $
5,915 $
17,169 $

Ministry Teams:

Outreach Team
Church in Society
Fellowship
Outreach
Wellness
Salt & Light-2013
Mission Expansion
Plan

Team Total $

3,011
4,681
203

3,162
16,859
175

3,370
6,678
194

3,094 $
5,011 $
124 $

2,882
9,162
(43)

$
5,705
$ 17,706

100
4,300
9,500
650

3,500
9,500
300

$ 15,000 $ 10,000
$ 29,550 $ 23,300

Growing Team

$
Preschool $
Youth $
Team Total $
Education

$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$

10,274
1,755
6,773
18,802

$
$
$
$

$
$
$
$

6,922
3,600
6,343
16,865

$
$
$
$

12,800
5,000
8,200
26,000

$
$
$
$

9,500
4,000
8,000
21,500

$ 19,750
$ 19,750

$
$

18,300 $
18,300 $

18,500
18,500

$
3,150 $
2,500
$ 140,000 $ 140,000
$
- $
$ 24,350 $ 26,000
$ 62,803 $ 62,803
$ 230,303 $ 231,303

Worship Team

$
Team Total $

Worship, Music & Arts

14,044 $
14,044 $

11,950 $
11,950 $

14,022 $
14,022 $

15,198 $
15,198 $

18,887
18,887

Leadership Team

2,637 $
2,485
96,596 $ 91,176
$
Property-New Van
25,571
Office $ 21,099 $
81,290
Benevolence $ 70,139 $
Team Total $ 190,470 $ 200,522
Stewardship

Property

Total Expenses

$
$

$ 610,935

$ 637,550

$
2,723 $
2,923
$ 116,290 $ 107,681
$
- $
$ 33,093 $ 22,768
$ 65,198 $ 80,755
$ 217,305 $ 214,128

$
2,572
$ 134,281
$
$
26,262
$
83,799
$ 246,915

$
$
$
$
$
$

$ 651,030

$ 713,855

$ 798,653

$ 643,353
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2,097
139,711
61,919
29,201
87,836
320,765

$ 732,799

$ 736,020

2014 Review - Summary

Edison Park Lutheran Church

2014 Actual 2014 Budget

Our Mission: To be a people living,
loving, and serving as Jesus did…so that
all may know Him.
Budget Meeting--January 18, 2015

A. Giving
B. Other Income

$434,040
337,282

$461,958
88,738

C. Expenses
Difference (A+B-C)

798,653
($27,331)

732,799
($182,103)

Projected Monthly Deficit: ($15.2K)
Act. Mo.Def. w/o Foundation/Mem (21.5K)*
Act. Mo.Def. w/o Found/Mem ex-van (16.4K)
Act. Mo. Def, with Foundation/Mem: (2.3K)

2014 Financial Review
2015 Proposed Budget

*includes $62K new van purchase

2

2014 Overview - Expense

2014 Overview - Income

• Excluding new van, expenses nearly
met budget (less than 1% over)
• “Polar vortex” drove higher than
expected utility expenses
• Projects include:

• Giving down 1.3% from 2013; 6% less
than budgeted amount for 2014
• Strong, stable preschool income
• Foundation gifts 2014 - $221,919,
including $62K for the new van
• Undesignated Memorials transferred
to General - $9,054
• Building use income-$19K-30% higher
than budget

– Parsonage deck - $6,540
– Automatic door openers for accessibility $3,800
– Narthex painting - $1,300
– Defibrillator training - $945

3

4

2015 Assumptions - Income

2015 Assumptions - Expenses

• Giving – flat from 2014 budget,
increase by 6% over actual of past
year
• Stable preschool income
• Slightly lower building use income
from 2014 actuals

• Benevolence rate remains 15½ % of
General offerings, with 10% going to
Metro Chicago Synod/ELCA
• Modest salary increases for staff
• Health insurance increase of 11%,
directed by Synod Benefit plan
• $5K decrease in Salt & Light budget
• Property, worship expenses stable
• Office hours to decrease slightly,
expenses expected to go down

5
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2015 Assumptions - Summary
A. Giving
B. Other Income
C. Expenses
Difference (A+B-C)

2014 Budget 2015 Budget
$461,958
$461,958
88,738
95,000
732,799
(182,103)

744,820
(187,862)

• Projected Annual Deficit: $187,862
• Projected Monthly Deficit: $15.7k
8

7

We’re grateful for the EPLC Foundation, which has served
our mission and maintained growth. Thanks for
remembering the Foundation in your Planned Giving.
9

10
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Benevolence from EPLC 2014
ELCA/Metro Chicago Synod
Missionary Kevin Jacobson
Special gifts to ELCA Missionary fund
Young Adults in Global Mission-S. Africa
World Hunger
Disaster Relief-Malaria

$
$
$
$
$
$

43,947
11,151
240
3,935
9,386
827

Holy Family School

$

5,120

$

9,229

·Partner Congregation San Lucas $500
Sub-total $

83,835

$

4,000

2014 Benevolence $

87,835

Monthly support $3,280
Bucks for Books $1,840
Other:
·Local family emergency help $1,203
Holy Family Church After School Program $1,040
·Greater Food Depository $651
·New Hope Food Pantry $2,875
·Payton Williams $1,940
·Heifer International Project $20
·K-9 Comfort Dogs $500
·Lutheran Partners in Global Ministry $500

EPLC Mission Bazaar
Bazaar Income: $4000
Matching Funds received from Thrivent: $1,000
Total to Disburse: $3,000
Disbursed as follows:
ELCA Good Gifts-3 Family Farms $2,200
Missionary Kevin Jacobson $800
New Hope Food Pantry $500
Lutheran World Relief Quilt Program $500

2013 Benevolence $
Increase in benevolence giving over last year $
% Growth

Total Given by EPLC in 2014

85,515
2,320
2.7%

$87,835

*Seminary Tuition
$ 6,000.00
*Anderson-Nasby Seminary Scholarship dispersed on behalf of EPLC
by the ELCA. Currently going to Luther Seminary for Michael Lyda.
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Membership Statistics 2014
Edison Park Lutheran Church
Baptized Membership at end of 2011

793

Baptized Membership at end of 2012

835

+5%

Baptized Membership at end of 2013

867

+4%

Children Baptized in 2014

19

Adults Baptized in 2014
Transfers/Additions

4
35

Total members received

58

Baptized Members Removed during 2014
By death

13

By transfer

8

Total members removed this year

21

Baptized Membership, end of 2014

Total confirmed members
Number confirmed in 2014

904

793
18

Average weekly worship attendance

279

Average weekly attendance Sept-May

302

31

+4%

Leadership Team — Growing Team —- Worship Team — Outreach — Financial Management — Property — Stewardship — Wellness — Worship Team — Children, Youth
& Family — Altar Care — Foundation — Cherub Choir — Hosanna Choir — Sanctuary
Chorale — Sanctuary Ringers — Chancel Ringers — Praise Team — Dorcas Circle —
Jubilant Circle — Mission Argentina — Sunday School — Club 456 — Cross-Training
— H2O — Going Deeper — Mission Quilt Makers — Mission Bake Sale & Bazaar —
Sunshine Circle — Church Council — EPLC Preschool — Itty Bitty Bible Camp — Prayer Shawl Ministry — EPLC Book Club — Third Thursday Fellowship — Softball — VBS
— Boy Scout Troop 955 — Cub Scout Pack 3792 — Venture Crew 9955 — TOPS —
Opera Appreciation — Community Senior Exercise — The Out and Abouts — AA —
Al-Anon — Families Anonymous — Gambler’s Anonymous — Men’s Breakfast Club —
Hungarian Reform Church — Volleyball — Stephen Ministry — Leadership Team —
Growing Team —- Worship Team — Outreach — Financial Management — Property
— Stewardship — Wellness — Worship Team — Children, Youth & Family — Altar
Care — Foundation — Cherub Choir — Hosanna Choir — Sanctuary Chorale — Sanctuary Ringers — Chancel Ringers — Praise Team — Dorcas Circle — Jubilant Circle —
Mission Argentina — Sunday School — Club 456 — Cross-Training — H2O — Going
Deeper — Mission Quilt Makers — Mission Bake Sale & Bazaar — Sunshine Circle —
Church Council — EPLC Preschool — Itty Bitty Bible Camp — Prayer Shawl Ministry —
EPLC Book Club — Third Thursday Fellowship — Softball — VBS — Boy Scout Troop
955 — Cub Scout Pack 3792 — Venture Crew 9955 — TOPS — Opera Appreciation —
Community Senior Exercise — The Out and Abouts — AA — Al-Anon — Families
Anonymous — Gambler’s Anonymous — Men’s Breakfast Club — Hungarian Reform
Church — Volleyball — Stephen Ministry — Out and Abouts — AA — Al-Anon — Families Anonymous — Gambler’s Anonymous — Men’s Breakfast Club — Hungarian Reform Church — Volleyball — Church in Society Leadership Team — Growing Team —
- Worship Team — Outreach — Financial Management — Property — Stewardship —
Wellness — Worship Team — Children, Youth & Family — Altar Care — Foundation —
Cherub Choir — Hosanna Choir — Sanctuary Chorale — Sanctuary Ringers — Chancel Ringers — Praise Team — Dorcas Circle — Jubilant Circle — Mission Argentina —
Sunday School — Club 456 — Cross-Training — H2O — Going Deeper — Mission
Quilt Makers — Mission Bake Sale & Bazaar — Sunshine Circle — Church Council —
EPLC Preschool — Itty Bitty Bible Camp — Prayer Shawl Ministry — EPLC Book Club —

WE ARE
EPLC…
Thanks be
to God!

EDISON PARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
6626 North Oliphant Avenue
Chicago, IL 60631
773.631.9131
www.edisonparkchurch.com
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