
PREDESTINATION 

GOD HAS A PURPOSE 

“I have loved you,” says the LORD. “But you ask, ‘How have you loved us?’ “Was 

not Esau Jacob’s brother?”  the LORD says. “Yet I have loved Jacob, but Esau I have 

hated....” Malachi 1:2-3 

The forty and more writers who produced the sixty-six books of Scripture over 

something like fifteen hundred years saw themselves and their readers as caught up in 

the outworking of God’s sovereign purpose for his world, the purpose that led him to 

create, that sin then disrupted, and that his work of redemption is currently restoring. 

That purpose in essence was, and is, the endless expression and enjoyment of love 

between God and his rational creatures—love shown in their worship, praise, thanks, 

honor, glory, and service given to him, and in the fellowship, privileges, joys, and 

gifts that he gives to them. 

The writers look back at what has already been done to advance God’s redemptive 

plan for sin-damaged planet earth, and they look ahead to the day of its completion, 

when planet earth will be re-created in unimaginable glory (Isa. 65:17-25; 2 Pet. 3:10-

13; Rev. 21:1-22:5). They proclaim God as the almighty Creator-Redeemer and dwell 

constantly on the multifaceted works of grace that God performs in history to secure 

for himself a people, a great company of individuals together, with whom his original 

purpose of giving and receiving love can be fulfilled. And the writers insist that as 

God has shown himself absolutely in control in bringing his plan to the point it has 

reached as they write, so he will continue in total control, working out everything 

according to his own will and so completing his redemptive project. It is within this 

frame of reference (Eph. 1:9-14; 2:4-10; 3:8-11; 4:11-16) that questions about 

predestination belong. 

Predestination is a word often used to signify God’s foreordaining of all the events of 

world history, past, present, and future, and this usage is quite appropriate. In 

Scripture and mainstream theology, however, predestination means specifically God’s 

decision, made in eternity before the world and its inhabitants existed, regarding the 

final destiny of individual sinners. In fact, the New Testament uses the words 

predestination and election (the two are one), only of God’s choice of particular 

sinners for salvation and eternal life (Rom. 8:29; Eph. 1:4-5, 11). Many have pointed 

out, however, that Scripture also ascribes to God an advance decision about those who 

finally are not saved (Rom. 9:6-29; 1 Pet. 2:8; Jude 4), and so it has become usual in 

Protestant theology to define God’s predestination as including both his decision to 



save some from sin (election) and his decision to condemn the rest for their sin 

(reprobation), side by side. 

To the question, “On what basis did God choose individuals for salvation?” it is 

sometimes replied: on the basis of his foreknowledge that when faced with the gospel 

they would choose Christ as their Savior. In that reply, foreknowledge means passive 

foresight on God’s part of what individuals are going to do, without his 

predetermining their action. But 

1. Foreknow in Romans 8:29; 11:2 (cf. 1 Pet. 1:2 and 1:20, where the NIV renders 

the Greek foreknown as “chosen”) means “fore-love” and “fore-appoint”: it 

does not express the idea of a spectator’s anticipation of what will 

spontaneously happen. 

2. Since all are naturally dead in sin (i.e., cut off from the life of God and 

unresponsive to him), no one who hears the gospel will ever come to 

repentance and faith without an inner quickening that only God can impart 

(Eph. 2:4-10). Jesus said: “No one can come to me unless the Father has 

enabled him” (John 6:65, cf. 44; 10:25-28). Sinners choose Christ only because 

God chose them for this choice and moved them to it by renewing their hearts. 

Though all human acts are free in the sense of being self-determined, none are free 

from God’s control according to his eternal purpose and foreordination. 

Christians should therefore thank God for their conversion, look to him to keep them 

in the grace into which he has brought them, and confidently await his final triumph, 

according to his plan. 
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