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Happy 4th of July
If my people, which are called by my name,
shall humble themselves, and pray, and
seek my face, and turn from their wicked
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will
forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
2 Chronicles 7:14

Dr. Paul Mathenia - Executive Pastor
Reaching the Goal

―But one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead,
I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.‖ (Philippians 3:13b–14, ESV)
This text of Holy Scripture is very appropriate for East Side Baptist Church at this point in our history. It comforts and
challenges us at the same time. Paul chose the analogy of a sprinter with his eye on the finish line because that is where you
reach the goal; that it is where you receive the award. Most sprints are considered short in distance, but not so the Christian life.
Believers are to strain with the exertion of a sprinter and endure with the stamina of a marathon runner.
That is what we at ESBC must do. During this time of transition, it will be necessary to put forth great effort to accomplish short
term, reachable goals, but we must also have the fortitude and determination not to give up. But let’s be honest. Some days you
are going to be tired. Some days you are going to be distracted. Some days you won’t even feel like running. That is when you
have to remember the prize. You must set your heart on the goal and never stop until you reach it. Here are a few truths to
help you keep on keeping on.

DIRECTION.

First, it may be possible in an endurance race to get turned around and lose your way, but not in a sprint. You can see the
finish line even while you are at the starting line. Not only that but in every sprint, one thing is certain when you enter the starting
blocks—the finish line is in front of you, it is never behind you. The prize is given to those who ―forgetting what lies behind,‖
continue ―straining forward to what lies ahead!‖
Second, as runners, we must stay focused. You can’t be distracted. You can’t take your eyes off the prize. You must stay
focused on Jesus Christ! In the 100 meter hurdles at the 2008 Olympics, I saw a perfect example of this. A top contender was
distracted when a runner in the lane beside her fell going over the second hurdle. That momentary distraction cost her the race.
The devil will throw all kinds of hurdles in your path to delay you, distract you, or defeat you.

DESIRE

Christ must be our desire. He is the prize! Don’t take your eyes off the prize. Keep ―looking to Jesus.‖ Keep striving to be like
him. You should have no desire greater than knowing and being like Christ. ―Nevertheless, I am continually with you; you hold my
right hand. You guide me with your counsel, and afterward you will receive me to glory. Whom have I in heaven but you? And
there is nothing on earth that I desire besides you. My flesh and my heart may fail, but God is the strength of my heart and my
portion forever.‖ (Psalm 73:23–26, ESV) God is your strength here on earth and He is your prize in heaven! That leads us to the
last point.

DESTINY

You can keep running and keep straining toward the goal when you realize your eternal destiny is guaranteed. ―Beloved, we are
God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he appears we shall be like him, because
we shall see him as he is.‖ (1 John 3:2, ESV) Consider also the destiny of those God will reach through your ministry. ―For what is
our hope or joy or crown of boasting before our Lord Jesus at his coming? Is it not you?‖ (1 Thessalonians 2:19, ESV) Your effort
will be worth it all when you are with Jesus, and you experience the joy of seeing friends and family and total strangers with whom
you have shared the Gospel.
Some may need to get in the race. You are running, but you are running from God, not toward God. I pray that you will turn
around; that you will express repentance TOWARD God, and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ. Some of you are in the race, but you
have taken an extended water break. You might get away with drinking some water in an endurance race, and God knows you
need refreshing in your Christian life, but you don’t have time for water in a sprint. Every member needs to get serious about the
race. If you have stopped straining and striving toward the prize, get up, get with it, and get going. The Prize is worth it!
SUNDAY AND WEDNESDAY EVENING SERVICES

Sunday, July 10, Ice Cream Social and Children Led Worship at 6:00 PM in the Children’s Building
Wednesdays Bible Studies will continue throughout the summer at 6:00 PM in the Hensley Building

In Christ,
Dr. Paul Mathenia
Executive Pastor
paul@esbcmh.com

Richard Crawford - Missions

55+ Ministry Opportunities
No

Game Night due to Fourth of July Weekend.

10

July—Special Children Led Worship and Ice Cream Social, 6pm

24

July—55+ Singing and Dessert Social, 5pm

Dear All:
Thank you so much for coming out and making our Cajun Party such a
big success. Thank you to all that cooked and helped with set-up. We had
more than 100 in attendance, the food was great and fellowship even
greater. And your generosity more than covered our expenses.
Please mark your calendar for July 24th from 5pm to 7pm. That evening
we are going to have an old fashion singing with dessert social following.
So get out those song books, cook your favorite dessert and plan to be
present for a wonderful time of praise, fellowship and fun.
The East Side family is a mission minded and very generous family. As of
this news letter we have received $4,196.16 towards our March to Missions
goal of $60,000. That is 7% of our goal. Please continue to give that we may
impact our community, state, nation and world for Jesus Christ.
Blessings ! Bro.

Richard

Kathy Meadows - Children’s Minister

CentriKid Camp
Please pray for our kids and leaders as we go to camp July 18th - 22nd.
Pray that God will use this week to change the lives of our young people!
We have a lot of first time campers, pray for them as they will be away from their family for
the first time. Pray for good weather, no injuries and most importantly that the kids will be
open to the gospel. Also pray for the leaders to have the boldness to talk to kids about Jesus!
Praising God already for the things He will do while we are away at camp!
Also be in prayer for our adults that are going with us. Many of them
have used a week of their vacation time to go with us to camp!
Thank you for your donations! Without your help, some of the kids
would not have had an opportunity to go to camp!
Thank you for all you do to help the Children’s Ministry!
Love you guys!
Kathy
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Wednesday nights through the summer!
Fun Bible lessons

Includes water games, “pie-in-the-face” and popsicles!

For more information, contact the church
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Student Ministry



No Sunday Night Services in July


Regular Wednesday Night
Summer Bible Study

Thank you for all the financial
support and prayers while we were at
Beach Camp. We all were blessed by
the music and speakers and enjoyed
our time at the beach as well.
Thank you so much,
East Side Baptist Student Ministry

Employment Opportunities
Custodial Position Available
We are now accepting resumes
for a Custodial Position.
Interested parties should submit
their resumes to the church
office.
THANK YOU!

Receptionist/ Administrative Assistant
Position Available
We are now accepting resumes for an
Administrative Assistant/Receptionist
position. Interested parties should
submit their resumes to the
church office.
THANK YOU!

Church Ministries
Interested in a G.R.O.W Team?
Call the church office at 425-3689
G - Bobbie Adcock
R - Rick & Mary Hopper
O - Darryl & Amy Lanning
W - Randy & Gayla Tate
Be a witness for Christ and join one of our four GROW teams!

Greeters
8:00

10:30

Tom & Betty Persenaire

Josh & April Davis

Kathy Hudson

Janelle Shepard
Shelia Watson

Welcome Center Greeters
Ben Williamson
John & Charlene Magee
Tommye & Leon Reubin

Parking Lot Greeters
Janice Crawford

Tuesday
7:30PM at NCB ● Leader: Wes Ramsey
Thursday
7:30PM at NCB ● Leader: Darrell Lanning
7:30PM at NCB ● Leader: Josh King
Friday
6:30AM ● Chamberlin Sunday School Class
Leader: Jason Chamberlin

Deacons for July
07/03
Dean Casey
Jason Chamberlin

07/17
Lynn Hutchison
Josh Davis

07/10
Jonathon Ballard
Marc Blackwell

07/24
James Kerr
David Ethredge

07/31
Wes Ramsey
Philip Goodwin

Library Happenings

March to Missions

Library Happenings – July 2016
The hot summer days of July are a good time to watch a DVD. The
Eastside Baptist Church Library has many DVDs in a broad range of
categories, such as children’s movies, family entertainment, comedy,
prophecy, and Bible history. Children’s DVDs are located at the end
of the tall shelves on the left side of the Library with adult and family
DVDs on a small bookcase on the far wall directly opposite the door
next to the check-out desk. Remember the check-out of items is on
the honor system so fill out the card, leave it on the desk and when
finished with the DVD, return it to the drop slot at the top of the desk. A
few children’s DVDs are Skeeter and the Mystery of the Lost Mosquito
Treasure, Dave the Donkey, Antonio Meets His Match, and Jr. Detective Agency. Christian humor DVDs include Chonda Pierce’s This Ain’t
Prettyville and A Piece of My Mind and Anita Renfroe’s And I Mean
That in the Best Possible Way. Southern Gospel Music is available
from Legacy Five Live at NQC. Johnny, Eric Liddell: Champion of
conviction, Where the Red Fern Grows, Spencer’s Mountain, and The
Miracle of the Cards are some of the family DVDs. Some of the adult
DVDs are Courageous, Fielder’s Choice, Life & Ministry of the Messiah,
No Holds Barred, Facing the Giants, Walking Across Egypt, and Be Still
and Know That I Am God.

Birthdays

July 2016
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THUR

FRI
1.

SAT
2.

Justin Satterfield
Cassidy Wheeler

3.

4.
Marissa Brewster
Jeb Cullipher
Harold Thrasher

10.

5.

Virginia Davis
Ron Lethiot
Jared Marlowe
Bill Wyenberg
M.C. White
Tommie Sue Wiley

11.
Bobbi Adcock
Audean Baker
Rick Boyd

17.

18.

24.

Zoe Cimino
David Stutts

Susan Berres
Drey Swarthout

Tuesday
9:00 a.m.
CD Ministry

8.
Susan Ballard
Brooke Hood
Teagan Showalter

14.
Tracy Haworth
Dean Hudson
Sharon Szuba

20.

Megan Ponce (Cook)

27.
Joe Collins
Marilyn Haro

Wednesday
6:00 p.m.
Children’s Activities
6:00 p.m.
Student Ministry
6:00 p.m.
Adult Discipleship Hour
7:45 p.m.
Adult Choir Practice
Thursday
9-11:30 a.m.
Benevolence Ministry

*Offices will be closed Monday, July 4th.

Ray Berry
Adam Conrad
Stephanie Nicholson
Zach Peifer

Donna Kpohnen
Bailey Radcliff
Kayden Smith

James Brown
Brandon Butler
Eden Cousins
Michele Duckson
Tracy Dunn
Teri Poe

22.

16.

Jean Ekedal
Kenzie Hatman
Gail Pool
Drew Strope
Shelia Watson
Clayton West

23.

29.
Max Garrison
Anne Hodlin
Cheryl Pell

Jeff Christiansen
Anna McCarn
Shasta Wells

Tally Eddings
Kennedi Palmer
Jean Stelter
Bill Wheeler

Caitlin Lineham

28.
Travis Denton

9.

15.

21.

Trenton Henley
Jason Lowe
Jill Roach
Eric Thitoff
Renee Wyatt

Drew Hatman
Rebeklah Lewis
Sandy Luna
Jessica Meyer
Russell Utter

Sunday
8:00 a.m.
Worship Service
9:15 a.m.
Bible Study
10:30 a.m.
Worship Service
6:00 p.m.
Evening Service

7.

Kayla Rhodes
Mary Van Scoyoc

26.
Eddie Avants

6.

13.

19.

25.

Amanda Johnson
Corey Kidd
Kelly Reyes

31.

12.

Brandon Padgett
Joyce Staiger

Hunter Crawford

Emily Duncan
Trinity Enloe
Melanie Lemeron
GailMcDaniel
Shirley McEndree
David Trumper
Aidan Wood

Allen Conrad
Brandon Weaver

Dana Brown
Elisabeth Hines

30.
Lola Bailes
Mikayla Goulet

Sean Bailey
Nancy Koerts
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To our church family,
Thank you for your prayers and cards in the loss of my
brother, Lonnie Jump.
-Adranna Stapleton

Steve Thornton
Phillip Goodwin
Joe Long
Tom Middleton
Mendel Hughes

