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THE STEEPLE STORY
February, A Month of Perseverance
by Brother Andy Collette
Perseverance is defined as, steadfastness in doing
something despite difficulty or delay in achieving
success. (Meriam online) February, at Eastlawn UMC,
is about perseverance. As a child we always observed
February as Black History Month. I confess I do not
know if that is still done; I imagine it is. That is
perseverance. In the present, February looks to be a cold
month for South Mississippi. If the weather continues to
act like it has, then we can expect record lows and weird
wintry weather. Perseverance will be necessary. We are
a congregation of believers in Christ and who knows
what February might bring? Perseverance will be
required this month as it would be in any month.
Thankfully there is hope found in the word of God.
Romans 5:1-5 is one such example. Paul tells us that we
are to persevere in Christ through all things especially
the difficult ones. Our hope is in the Lord Jesus Christ
and that is supposed to bring us the necessary joy and
ability to persevere. Here are the verses:
Romans: 5:1-5 (NIV) Therefore, since we have been
justified through faith, we have peace with God through
our Lord Jesus Christ, 2through whom we have gained
access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.
And we boast in the hope of the glory of God. 3Not only
so, but we also glory in our sufferings, because we know
that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance,
character; and character, hope. 5 And hope does not put
us to shame, because God’s love has been poured out
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has been
given to us.
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That all said, there are days when it is difficult to
persevere. At least for me. That trust exists, I do not
doubt my justification, which seems assured. Life seems
to come and rear its head into my perseverance. Daily
there is struggle from what I want to do to what I am
called to do to what actually happens. A struggle
between this suggested perseverance and the life I live
exists. I am sure for many of you the same is true. Life
is not easy; it has to be persevered. From where might h
ope come?
Philippians 1:27 says, “…whatever happens conduct
yourself in a manner worthy of the Gospel of Christ.”
Perhaps in that thought there is better reassurance for
someone facing the great challenges in this life? Facing
life with the ideals and precepts of Christ at our forefront
might be the suggestion in all of this. All of it seems to
come down to trusting in the Lord with all our heart,
mind, soul and strength. Being diligent to handle the
things of life that come our way to the best of our ability
and then laying back into the arms of God.
The Footprints Poem comes to mind immediately.
Sometimes there are two sets of tracks in the sand when
we
walk
alongside the
Lord. Other
times there is
only one set,
when we are
being carried
by
Christ.
Where
we
find ourselves in the poem depends on the day and the
circumstances that prevail.
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Perseverance is easy when we are laying in the warm
sunshine at the beach enjoying a day off. Not so easy
when the Department of Defense floats a broken ship
into the yard, or the pressure gauges at the plant are
reading too high or when that pesky Spanish teacher
pops a quiz on us before we have had a chance to study.
Then perseverance is more difficult and more dependent
upon the Lord. That is the hour, day…week when we
are being carried. The challenging time. Other times are
as difficult to manage but still require this same
suggested perseverance. Paul wants us to fully rely on
God for all things in all times. To wait out the difficult
in the same manner as we do the easier stuff. We are to
remain faithful--assured that Christ is with us and will
never leave nor forsake us.

Preaching Series
February 2018
A Month of Perseverance
February 4, 2018 (Communion Sunday)
Scripture: Matthew 6:25-34
Message: “Perseverance In Economic
Uncertainty”
Reading: Malachi 3:10-12
February 11, 2018
(Rockport First UMC Recognition Sunday)
Scripture: Psalm 57:1-5
Message: “Perseverance In Natural Disaster”
Reading: Genesis 9:8-17

Where are you right now, this month? What is the big
thing on the horizon you are aware of, the thing you are
not aware of? No matter, both are to be dealt with
similarly. We are called to trust the Lord and his care
for us. We are called to know that we will not be
tempted beyond what we are able to handle. We are
taught that we are to persevere in spite of what the world
around us is doing. Jesus knows us and we know him.
He is there for us in the midst of the storm no matter
how big or small the storm. Our hearts form the battle
ground of trust. Can we believe what Paul is teaching,
that in Christ is perseverance, or are we going to go
through the month as most others, struggling against the
tide of life, miserably failing in our faith to persevere?
As for me…I will chose to persevere. I pray you will
also. God bless you in your endeavor and know you are
not alone; perseverance is always better when we come
alongside one another. At Eastlawn, you have a friend!

February 18, 2018
Scripture: Romans 12:14-21
Message: “Perseverance In Personal Relations”
Reading: Psalm 16:1-9
February 25, 2018
Scripture: Galatians 6:7-10
Message: “Perseverance In Love”
Reading: II Corinthians 13:1-8a

DUE TO UNFORESEEN CIRCUMSTANCES,
PASTOR LAURA WILL NOT BE ABLE TO
JOIN US SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11.
Join us, however, with Pastor Andy as he
preaches on Perseverance in Natural Disaster and
as we prepare to send our monetary gift collected
for Hurricane relief to Rockport First United
Methodist Church.
Copy & paste this link for the most recent article
about Rockport and its journey to rebuild.
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https://www.pbs.org/newshour/nation/ripped-apartby-hurricane-harvey-this-texas-community-needstourists-to-come-back
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Feb 25

CALENDAR OF
EVENTS

Feb 1

9:00a Bible Study

Feb 3

9:00a Our Daily Bread Ministry

Feb 4

8:15a Men’s Club Breakfast at IHOP
9:45a Sunday School
11:00a Morning Worship
5:00p Adult Bible Study
6:00p Worship
7:30a Men’s Bible Study at IHOP
9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship

Feb 6
Feb 7

Feb 8
Feb 11

Feb 12
Feb 13
Feb 14

Feb 15
Feb 18

Feb 20
Feb 21

Feb 22

Feb 26
Feb 27
Feb 28

5:00p Dinner
6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities
6:00p Bible Study
9:00a Bible Study
11:30a Mamie Kimbrough Cir. Lunch & Mtg.
8:30a Early Service-Communion
9:45a Sunday School
11:00a Morning Worship
5:00p Adult Bible Study
6:00p NO Youth
6:00p NOW Committee Mtg.
7:30a Men’s Bible Study at IHOP
9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship
5:00p Dinner
6:00p ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE
6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities
9:00a Bible Study
8:30a Early Service-Communion
9:45a Sunday School
11:00a Morning Worship
5:00p Adult Bible Study
6:00p Worship
7:30a Men’s Bible Study at IHOP
9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship
5:00p Dinner
6:00p Bible Study
6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities
9:00a Bible Study

8:00a Early Worship Service
9:45a Sunday School
11:00a Morning Worship
5:00p Adult Bible Study
6:00p Youth
6:00p Delores Engel Circle Mtg.
7:30a Men’s Bible Study at IHOP
9:00a Hilltoppers Coffee/Fellowship
5:00p Dinner
6:00p Youth & Children’s Activities
6:00p Bible Study

Feb 1 ................ David McCormick
Feb 2 ................ Betty Barham
Feb 3 ................ David Epps
Grayson Hall
Patricia McKeel
Feb 5 ................ Gene Killen
Feb 6 ................ Lisa Ellis
Feb 9 ................ Bobby Neely Jr.
Feb 10 .............. Tammy Hard
Feb 13 .............. Bob Burns
Blaire Gager
Feb 15 .............. Joe Ferrer Jr.
Feb 18 .............. Cynthia Lovorn
Feb 21 .............. Jackie McDonald
Feb 24 .............. Carol King
Feb 25 .............. Joseph Scarborough
Feb 26 .............. James Lovorn
Feb 28 .............. Cindy Rancier

Feb 6
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Jerry & Charlotte Clement
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SUNDAY EVENING BIBLE STUDY
5-6 P.M. IN CONFERENCE ROOM

USHERS

“Genesis to Revelations—The Books of 1 & 2
Corinthians, Galatians, and Ephesians”

The Ushers for February are: Bobby Rayborn, Homer
Wales, David McCormick & Wayne Currie.
If you are not listed and are willing to be an Usher,
please let me know.
(Carl Weihing)

This new study is led by Brother Andy. Everyone is
welcomed to be part of this study.
MEN’S BIBLE STUDY

FLOWERS FOR SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP

Tuesday Mornings 7:30 - 8:30 a.m. at IHOP

Would you like to put flowers in the
church for Sunday Morning Worship in
memory or honor of someone? If you are
interested:
1.
Please sign your name and
phone number with the date on
the flower calendar located in the ministry center
hall.
2.
Contact the flower committee person for that
month to coordinate the details of your flowers.
This month contact Susan McCormick at
3.
228-327-8052

WEDNESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY
Bonhoeffer’s Video Study Begins January 10th at
6 p.m. All are welcome to this study. In this foursession video-based small group Bible study,
bestselling author, Eric Metaxas, helps you discover
the major themes of Dietrich Bonhoeffer’s writing
and speaking and how he not only helped transform
an entire faith community in Germany during
World War II, but continues to impact the Christian
faith of people throughout the world today.
THURSDAY MORNING BIBLE STUDY
The Thursday Morning Bible is currently studying
Nehemiah with Kelly Minter’s “A Heart That Can
Break”. The class meets at 9 a.m. in the conference
room.

COUNTERS FOR FEBRUARY
Lesa Larsen & Jerry Clements

The 7-week study includes video sessions and reallife ways to put feet to your faith. Nehemiah's heart
was so broken for those in need that he left the
comfort of his Persian palace to help them. Are you
ready to let God break your heart for a hurting, lost
world and move you in compassion to be the hands
and feet of Jesus? If the answer is yes, please plan
to join the group and check with Opal Currie
(228-623-1666) for a workbook.

Wednesday Night Dinner
February 7
Chicken spaghetti, green peas, salad, rolls, tea &
dessert
February 14
Red Beans & Rice w/sausage, cornbread, salad, tea &
dessert
February 21
Hamburgers, tater tots,, tea & dessert
February 28
Pizza, salad, tea & dessert
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participate by using our individual talents and our
God-given spiritual gifts. For those who were
unable to attend the 1st Training Seminar, the 128
Spiritual Gifts Inventory and two shorter inventories
are available to use in other group settings,
including adult or older youth Sunday school
classes and Bible study groups, and individually.
Contact Brother Andy for more information.

SPIRITUAL GIFTS TRAINING SEMINAR
Eastlawn UMC
Held January 27, 2018
by Marilyn Vlahos
A group of twenty EUMC members and regular
visitors attended the first of several Intentional
Discipleship Training Sessions to be held in 2018 as
part of a program developed by
the congregation to strengthen
and increase the church’s
intentional
discipleship
activities.

Our church members are very involved
in community activities, our local
“mission field”, using their spiritual
gifts in diverse ways and settings, and
may not be able to attend all the
weekend seminars.

Led by Pastor Andy Collette in
the EUMC Ministry Center,
participants completed and
discussed an Inventory of 128
Spiritual Gift Statements
designed to help determine their
individual spiritual gifts and ways to share them in
building the worldwide Body of Christ and
Eastlawn UMC. Intentional Discipleship is the
primary focus of the General UMC Mission
Statement:

The 2nd Discipleship Training
Seminar will be held sometime after
April.

“The UMC is mandated to make disciples
of all nations, baptizing them in the name
of Jesus Christ for the transformation of
the world.”
It is also emphasized in our EUMC Mission
Statement:
EUMC seeks to: Invite people into the life
of our church … Nurture them to become
committed disciples … Help them find
their ministries in the church and the
community.
As we continue to welcome new members to our
congregation, as a group, we reaffirm our
commitment to Eastlawn United Methodist Church
by pledging:
“With you we renew our vows to uphold it
by our prayers, our presence, our gifts, and
our service.”
Completing a Spiritual Gifts Inventory is a very
rewarding activity to help us discover gifts we may
not be aware of and to determine new ways to

The Delores Engel Circle invites you to a
Wedding
Shower
honoring
Caroline
McCormick, Sunday, March 4, 2018, at 2 pm
in the Church Parlor.

TWEENS FEBRUARY PROJECT
The Tweens will be
collecting items for
the Jackson County
Animal Shelter during
the month of
February. Items
needed are dry kitten
food, dry puppy food,
and canned cat food. You can drop items off in
the gym or in the Tweens room upstairs.
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welcomed at all sessions and encouraged to come and
participate.
Friends and siblings who are not
confirmands are not encouraged to come to the classes.
The classes are a process and build upon one another
dealing with extremely serious content about a person’s
eternal life and walk with Christ. It is fun, ask anyone
from 2017. But it is very serious and not conducive to
younger siblings or friends’ presence. The links below
give a very gentle presentation of what Confirmation is
designed to do. I recommend all parents and mentors
and those who may be interested in this course work to
view both videos.

G.I.F.T.E.D. YOUNG ADULT CLASS
At the present we are just finishing an Adam
Stanley study about not worrying. We then will
begin a Max Lucado study called “Anxious for
Nothing”. We meet from 9:45 till about 10:35 each
Sunday morning. So, please, feel welcome to come
join us. Robin and Carl Weihing

FRIENDSHIP SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS

It is my hope that we would have a very strong group of
young people interested and present. If you think your
child is ready for this enhanced time of learning, please
contact
Brother
Andy
Collette
at
pastorandyumc@gmail.com. Please let me know no
later than Wednesday February 7, 2018 if you have a
confirmand planning to attend.

The Friendship Sunday School Class meets in the
conference room by 9:45. New members, old
members and visitors are welcomed each Sunday.

JOYCE GARRETT SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASS
The Joyce Garrett Class meets at 9:45 a.m. We
are about to begin studying C.S. Lewis’ Mere
Christianity. Visitors are encouraged to attend.
Please join us in Room 201.

If your child plans to attend I need to know the
following three things in an email:
1. Your Name and Your Child’s name, age and
school grade
2. The person your child has asked to be Mentor
for Confirmation
3. Has your child been baptized, if so when and
where?

CONFIRMATION 2018
On February 11, 2018 at 9:30 am, we
will begin Confirmation 2018. This
will be a series of classes designed to
help us confirm the presence of the
Holy Spirit in the life of your child.
Through
Confirmation,
United
Methodist Church confirms God’s
presence in the life of a young person who has been
attending church but has not yet made a Public
Profession of their faith. This class will be taught by
Brother Andy Collette, Senior Pastor at Eastlawn UMC.

Confirmation will be celebrated at the Easter Service
April 1, 2018 at 11:00 am service. At that time any
children who have not been baptized prior to
Confirmation will be baptized. Each Confirmand will
receive a gift from the Church and from their Mentor.
On Good Friday, March 31, 2018 there will be a
scheduled fun day in which all of the confirmands will
be allowed to let their hair down for a day of fun. There
will be a service project completed by the confirmand’s
class which will be determined by the confirmands
during their class time.

Children who are ten years old or older are welcome to
attend. Participation and presence are required. This
Confirmation class will be conducted for six weeks.
Breakfast will be served at each meeting. Each
confirmand (that is student in confirmation) will need to
find an adult Mentor from within the congregation and
one parent of the confirmand will need to be identified
as the contact parent.
There is no cost to the
Confirmands. Mentors and parents of confirmands are

Here are two items of interest for your information
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WKaG10BzsXs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=z2-8nLPcDAs
Please be in prayer for this upcoming event for our
children.
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MEMORIAL GARDEN

FINANCIALLY FAITHFUL
BUDGET FOR 2018
$363,294.00
TITHES 2018 (YTD)
$26,504.00
OTHER CONTRIBUTIONS
$250.00
BENEVOLENCE FUND
$5018.00

The Memorial Committee at
Eastlawn has announced
plans for the Memorial
Garden at our church. The
space is now ready to be
developed into a space
dedicated to the memory and
future of Eastlawn UMC.
The plan is for a memorial fountain, wall and
walkway in the space. It will feature professionally
designed landscaping and be a place to celebrate the
lives of those who have made Eastlawn UMC what
it is today.
But your help is needed. Memorial bricks are
available in 3 sizes. You can choose the inscription
of your choice and as many as you like to
memorialize someone or thing that has been a great
memory at Eastlawn UMC.
There are order forms at the church or if you have
any questions, please call 228-762-2364.
CHURCH SECURITY

As part of our overall church
security during worship,
please note that the ministry
center and the education
buildings will be locked
during Sunday worship times.
In order to access these
locations during worship,
please see the ushers in the narthex.
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The Methodist Church never took an official
position on Presley in particular or rock 'n' roll in
general. Like United Methodists' views on pop
culture today, individual Methodists had varied
reactions to Elvis fever. Retired Bishop Melvin
Talbert, who was the same age as Presley, was
among his fans.

ELVIS PRESLEY
Did you know?
By the start of 1956, Elvis Presley
and his recording career had found a
new place to dwell. It wasn't at the
end of Lonely Street, but in a
building bustling with Methodists.
Presley at that point had only
regional hits to his name. The giant
RCA Records had gambled on the young singer and
bought his contract from the small Sun Records.
The sounds of the South — rhythm & blues,
country and rock — were starting to transform
American airwaves. However, RCA did not yet
have a studio of its own in the burgeoning "Music
City" of Nashville. Instead, the record company
leased studio space in a building it shared with the
Methodist Church's Television, Radio and Film
Commission — one of the predecessors of today's
United Methodist Communications. So, it was
that on Jan. 10, 1956 — two days after his 21st
birthday — Presley arrived at the Nashville studio
at 1525 McGavock St. for his first recording session
with his new label. The session would prove one
of the most momentous in Presley's career. It was
also a highlight in a little-known chapter of
Methodist Church history — when the
denomination's communications agency shared its
office and studio space with a major record label.

Presley helped popularize musical forms that
African-American musicians had developed.
"I think African-Americans looked at him and said,
'Hey, that white boy is doing well with our music,'"
Talbert said. "I personally had no difficulty with
him. He was doing his own thing. ... What I've
discovered is our music is not just our music. It
belongs to the world." The controversy Presley's
dancing sparked was long forgotten by the time Phil
Arnold joined the Television, Radio and Film
Commission in 1967. "There was this excitement
that Elvis recorded here," said Arnold, who is still a
sound engineer on contract with United Methodist
Communications. "That was our calling card when
people came in."
Though Presley was never
himself Methodist, he had deep Christian roots. His
parents met at an Assemblies of God church, and
he grew up in the Pentecostal movement. The
rock star took inspiration throughout his career from
the music and practices of the church.

If you are interested in joining the Eastlawn
Family or just have questions about the
church, please talk with Brother Andy. Call
him at 228-219-3898. His email is
pastorandyumc@gmail.com.
The Eastlawn Journey is a monthly publication
of Eastlawn United Methodist Church. Send
inquiries, pictures, and info to
Eastlawnjourney@gmail.com.
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